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About this record

The file contains correspondence in the form of letters, memoranda, and proclamations regarding the
establishment of a department for the purpose of administering the estates of orphans who have no legal
guardians. The suggestion was agreed upon by the Adviser to the Government of Bahrain, the three Shia Qadis of
Bahrain, and the Ruler of Bahrain, and was raised to the Political Agency for approval. The aim of the

department was to lessen the existing abuses in the system and to safeguard the interests of minors and
orphans.In later correspondence it is stated that the Department of Minors’ Estates was established in 1938.

The file also contains a list of regulations for the Department, both in Arabic and in English.

The main correspondence is between the Adviser to the Government of Bahrain (Charles Dalrymple Belgrave), the
Ruler of Bahrain (Shaikh Hamad bin ‘Isa al-Khalifah), and the Bahrain Political Agency.
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No. 162/26-9A--of 1356
Office of the Adviser to
the Government, Bahrain.
Dated, Maharam 29, 1356
April, 10,1937

126
12/11/57
From
C. Dalrymple Belgrave, Bsquire, C.B.E.,
Adviser to the Government of
Bahrain, Bahrain,
Persian Gulf.
To
His Britannic Majesty's Political Agent,
Bahrain, 3
Persian Gulf.
Sir,

I have the honour to inform you that for many
years this Government has been gravely concerned
over the unfortunate condition of orphans and minors.
In numerous cases it has been proved that the guardians
and administrators of wealthy minors have misappropriated
the property of the heirs so that when the minors came
of age nothing was left of their inheritance. Among
the most notorious cases of this kind are those of Ali
bin Sagar of Muharraq and the heirs of his deceased
brother Shehin, Ahmed bin Rashid al Naimi and his minor
brothers and sisters, Ibrahim Seraifi and many others.
In some cases the admimistrator used the property of
minors in the diving industry, which is forbidden accord-
ing to the Shera and in other cases the guardians merely
misappropriated the property or spent the money on

themselves =--
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themselves: this state of things has for many
years been a public scandal and has been much
commented on by respectable members of the com-
munity. At present there is no check on the
dishonest practices of guardians and adminis-
trators of property of women and children.

The Qadis in the past, both Sunni and Shia,

with one exception,have acquiesed in this scan-
dalous state of affairs and have opposed various
attempts of the Government to imppse legislation
to protect the interests of minors. Undoubtedly
some of the Qadis have been induced by gifts of
money from the guardians, which were ostensibly
to be used for charity, to abstain from inter-
fering in the administration of estates of minors.
Whenever the Government has tried to deal with
the matter a number of influential people, who
are themselves administering estates, greatly

to their own advantage, have successfully opposed
any reforms. Their success has been mainly due
to the support of the Qadis.

2. Tor several years Shaikh Ali bin Hassan
the oldest of the three Shia Qadis, has expressed
views on the matter which differ from those of
his colleagues. He has constantly urged the
Government to take over the administration of the
estates of minors.

3. During the last few months conversations
have been taking place between myself and Shaikh
Abdullah bin Shaikh Hamad, representing the Govern-

Government ---
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Government and the three Shia Qadis with a view
to forming a department for m after the
interests of minors and for the protection

and the administration of their estates. After
long conversations and much argument the enclosed
memorandum was drawn up and signed by the Qadis.
It has the approval of the Bahrain Government.
The general public are unaware of this agreement
which only &ffects the Shias but if it comes
into force I am sure that soomer or later the
force of public opinion will compel the Sunni
qadis to take similar measures.

4. The gist of the memorandum is that the
three Qadis, with suitable staff, assisted by
a committee of six of the general public shall
form a department for the purpose of adminis-
tering the estates of orphans who have no legal
guardians. In addition they will have authority
to examine the administration of guardians who
are appointed by will and all wills will be sub-
mitted to them for signature. These regulations
are to apply to all Shias, Bahrain nationals or
foreigners and for this reason I am referring the
matter to you.

The Qadis regard it as essential that, if
the proposals are acceptable to you, they should
be brought into force by proclamations to be
issued simultaneously by the Bahrain Government
and the Political Ageney. I agree that this is
desirable.

5. I consider that if the proposals embodied

in the ---
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e

the memorandum are brought into force the exist-
ing abuses will be lessened and the interests
of minors and orphans will be safeguarded to a
certain extent. It is not,in my dpinion, an
ideal solution of the problem; I am sure it
would be more satisfactory if this department
was entirely dissociated firom the Qadis but it
is a step in the right direction. The whole
matter has been approved of by His Highness
Shaikh Hamad and also by Shaikhw Abdullah bin
Isa and Shaikh Sulman bin Hamad who have kept
in touch with the progress of the negotiations.
There will be opposition from a certaim faction
of the Manamah Shias but I think the proposals
will be acceptable to the majority of the Shia
Community.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

(. Oatrpmpe ey

Adviser to the Government.
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2.

10.

My

R

11.

The following points have been agﬁroved of by the
Government and agreed to by the U

opening of a department for the preservation of
*l the affairs of orphans and their properties:-

Memorandum:-

era about the

This department and all its affairs shall be
in accordance to the Jaffaria sect.

The directors of this department shall be the
official yadis or whoever shall take their
place after them, and the staff of this degart-
ment will be appointed with the approval o

the Qadis.

This department shall have the right according
to Shera to administer for everyone who has

no special guardian such as persons absent
-from Bahrain or insane.

This department has authority over every
Jaffariah though not a Bahraln subject.

In the event of a minor having a sgecial guar-
dian such as the grand-father of the father

or a testator appointed by the minor's father,
nobody has the right to interfere in-the
affairs of his guardianship or his will,
unless it appears to the Shera that he exceeds
the Shera limits.

If the Qadis wish to notify the public_about
wills or testators, the Government will assist
by notifying the public by proclamation and
by enforecement.

In orders concerning religious duties which are
now vested in the Shia W Department regarding
prayers, fasts, who has shares, charity, pil-
grimage and such like, the Shara may be consulted
in order to decide the gualification of those

who are worthy.  The Shera has no intention of
administering the Shia Wekf Department by leasing,
by receiving proceeds and exempting etc. but the
intention is as mentioned above.

If any person wishes to make a will he shall

take the opinions of one of the Official Qadis

in order that the will should be according to
Shara and afterwards the will should be submitted
to the official Qadis for endorsement.

To be an official department of the Government.

Accounts of the department to be in the Bank in
the name of the department and payments and

aeggipts to be under the signature of the three
adis.

A committee to be appointed consisting of six
members, three to be'a¥p01nted by the Government
and three to be appointed by the gubllc to assist
in accounts and repairs, members to be changed
every two years.
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12.  The staff of the department to be paid
by the Government and all usual re%ulatlonA
to apply to them, such as provident fund,

; leave, etc, The staff to be approved

i by the Qadis.

13.  Both governments, the Agency and the Bahrain
1 Government to write two letters to the Shera

\ explainln% to them the administration of this
department according to the above points, i

BT

note:-
On further discussion ti was decided that
the committee should be appointed as followss:-

—~—
o

i two members to be appointed by the Government,
i two members to be appointed by the Qadis,
two members to be appointed by the publie.
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We always thank God tor your honour's existence

in this country as we see the spreading out ol justice

and the extenuing of szfety. ile also thank the aaviser
for nis bearing most of the country's aftairs and for

| his good policy.

ilhen we saw your kind attendance ana 1nterest 1n
protecting the righte of the people and shortening the
hands of those who misappropriate certain amounts of the

" rignts(of tne people)particularly the rights of the

: orphans and waste their properties, we liked to assist
{ N . . . y - .
; ” the Government in inaugurating a Shara' Department for

the protection @f the orpnand properties lest the

recurrence of the action of the ex-Qachi Shaikh Abaullan
bin Muhammad Salih who committea tihe greatest crimes in
stealing the properties of the orphans such as Sairafi,
§; H Al Mirze and Bin Lhaif which are not hidden to your

| honour. They are the greatest crimes by which
! ? commission he blackened his history and weakenea the
! rightful people of religion and upset down the Shara!l

1 on his head.

: e see those rioters who interfered against

: this policy in spoiling this problem, creating

3 diftficulties between tne Government and the subjects

i | and confusing the coumtry are Muhsin al Yajir, 'Abd 'Ali
‘ bin Rajab and Sayid Sai'u waith wiom joimed Shaikn Baqir
with a view to forming parties and seeking leadership.

{ | We see all Government secrets which ought to be reserved
by him are spread about in the bazars and this is due

to the overcoming of those mentioned above on his idea.

For instance, when taji Muhsin bin Zabar died

d

LS NS <" SS9

he went himgelf without informing and discussing the
matter with us and locked up the doors and took the

keys. e informed the Adviser who referred the case to

us with a view to strengthening the point of the

RE SR A

u

s

T

I

¥

by

LNy

|
A
!
]
1

wsael

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: IOR/R/15/2/1912. Copyright for this page: Unknown

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x000018


http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x000018#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x000018?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

sibaoll s it
Qatar National Library

'File No. E/20 V. O. ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATES OF ORPHANS.' [12v] (24/104)

T TGS TR W T N T

Reference: IOR/R/15/2/1912. Copyright for this page: Unknown
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x000



http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x000019#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x000019?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilgll jhs djisa
Qatar National Library

'File No. E/20 V. O. ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATES OF ORPHANS.' [13r] (25/104)

N T — " . L "

q /47@

i establishing of the proposed department. We waited
until the mowrning days for the deceased were over when
we wanted to start with the case with the formation of

an inspecting Committee and a clerk ©F the Court of

b b s M

Justice, unexpectedly the adviser changed his mind as it

ES e

was suggested to him to adopt another course with'a view

to ruin this foundation which was liked by the Covernment

and agreed upop by us and he arranged for a committee

Y

most of whose members are against this policy. Such
l being the case it is very difticult for us to do anything

in the matter though we did what was to be cone by us as

P

it is incumbent upon us to carry out your honour's

)

orders. Similarly when the Adviser asked us by your

Py tsebarens =

direction to persuade the people to remove the uneasiness

from their minds in connection with the Arms question.

We called the headmen of the viliages anc tuey are now

P -

” hastening for registering their arms without any anxiety. }
i {

/

But that Shaikh Bagir went to Daraz pretencing that he 1

had gone for a change Of air while he was trying his

il i .
H besi ior tie opposSitiuvu anu resistance and Juhsin al

| Tajir and others were going to him at night time to tell

him what they wanted because he is agreeable with their

L » opinion and he does anything that they ask from uim.
we dic not select him, unless we were assured of his

non-apposition and non-interference in the policy(of the

diw _.L;,".,*;.LA

Government) and that he would not eppose or attempt to

do anything against the Government. OSuch being the

3

v hod” ; . oy
state of his attitude, our election for him is hereby
<

e s T S SN - WG e S

wlthdrawi as We arc uOv Sur€ oi Lis vad idea. It is

SR PR

possible that he will oppose (us) in the case of Shaikh
'dAbdullah in connection with the estate of Mirza Hasan
because of his continuous meeting of Shaikh 'Abdullah

and hils discussion wiln him wnicn uls own 1ndications

show. e request your honour to punish the agitators,

self-interested and opposing persons and Shaikh Bagir

A SR o i
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as you consider it fit according to your policy.

'Abdullan bin 'isa al Khalitah and heir-apparent.
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/ Dated, July 6, 1937,GuVCAL AGE N, !
/S~ RECEIRT ™~ F I8 1

.

S LN ’% e ) |}
:"v\ ‘,va(c”.b/?-/]_) "'\7'/}'
From N Aq i /_3.,'/
C. Dalrymple Belgrave, Esquire, C:B:E;~
Adviser to the Government of Bahrain,
Bahrain,

Persian Gulf.

To - ,
His Britennic Majesty's Political Agent, b

Behrain.

SIR, /{\\ (,} k
I have the honour to refer to your letter No. b
241-B.20/V.0. dated 1lst July 1937, regerding adminis-

tration of estates.

Under the circumstances I think it is advisable

that any reforms in the existing method of adminis-
tering estates should be confined to Bahrain subjects.
| I have the honour to be,

Sir,

fj Your most obedient servant,

[ Ccthann e foe Grnme

Adviser to the Government.

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: IOR/R/15/2/1912. Copyright for this page: Unknown
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x000024



http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x000024#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x000024?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

>

duibagll nd ik
Qatar National Library

'File No. E/20 V. O. ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATES OF ORPHANS.' [18V] (36/104)

' e TV —m—— Spm—— Ty ————— ~
.;') ~'
I ‘5
R
4 i
3 B
‘v’
S
=
[
!
i \
)
i
~ i
j 2 \
‘;13
1
3
N
i

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: IOR/R/15/2/1912. Copyright for this page: Unknown
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x000025

36


http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x000025#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x000025?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilgll jhs djisa
Qatar National Library

'File No. E/20 V. O. ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATES OF ORPHANS.' [19r] (37/104)

No. 13’/42 4

Bahrain, 4th juharram, 1357.
Dated, 6th February, 1938«

From q.}lsg

C. Dalrymple Belgrave, Esquire, C:B.JEyy
Adviser to the Government of Bahrain;
Bahrain,
Persian Gulf.

To
H. B. ii's Political Agent,
Bahrain,
Persian Gulf.
SIR,

I have the honour to forward for your in-
formation three copies of a note on a meeting held
by the Bahrain Government regarding the need for
a Department to administer and protect the properties
of minors.

The matter has been under consideration for
a long time, it was first taken up as long ago as
1926 and on various occasions attempts have been
made to prevent the scandalous state of things which
has existed for somany years.

The Kadis and certain influential persons who
have the property of minors in their possession are

likely to oppose any action of the Government in this

S b TR

direction.
I have the honour to be
Sar;
Your iost Obedient Servant.
124/4’7 7 W—Q
Adviser to the Government.
R.Z.

BRITISH

Advyan

Reference: IOR/R/15/2/1912. Copyright for this page: Unknown
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x000026



http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x000026#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x000026?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

>

duilngll i a4i<
Qatar National Library

BRITISH
Advyan

'File No. E/20 V. O. ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATES OF ORPHANS.' [19v] (38/104)

‘ ‘/ — *ﬂp*w s T ——————— . \ .
A -
- A N
4 b
: P
.
;
V4
!
. f
i
y i
» i
i ! |
f
N £ |
!
-
8 ,
i o 1
¢ 1

Reference: IOR/R/15/2/1912. Copyright for this page: Unknown 38
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x000027



http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x000027#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x000027?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

ayibaoll s asisia
Qatar National Library

'File No. E/20 V. O. ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATES OF ORPHANS.' [20r] (39/104)

Reference: IOR/R/15/2/1912. Copyright for this page: Unknown
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x000028



http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x000028#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x000028?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

sikaoll o s
Qatar National Library

'File No. E/20 V. O. ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATES OF ORPHANS.' [20v] (40/104)

Reference: IOR/R/15/2/1912. Copyright for this page: Unknown
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x000029



http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x000029#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x000029?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

>

Aol s e
aetartetonaltrany 'File No. E/20 V. O. ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATES OF ORPHANS.' [21r] (41/104)
[T N I —_— e .
5 %
‘ 1'%
K
\Y
|
\.
’
| R
i
Wy
‘1\' 4
\
f H
\
MP"P;?
$ ,
i §
& 1 i a i
i ’!

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: IOR/R/15/2/1912. Copyright for this page: Unknown
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qgdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x00002a



http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x00002a#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x00002a?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

sibaoll s it
Qatar National Library

'File No. E/20 V. O. ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATES OF ORPHANS.' [21Vv] (42/104)

Reference: IOR/R/15/2/1912. Copyright for this page: Unknown
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x00002b



http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x00002b#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x00002b?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

>

Aol s e
aetartetonaltrany 'File No. E/20 V. O. ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATES OF ORPHANS.' [22r] (43/104)
EN G —— ’ — Dha ——
g 1 s
¢ / \
¥
|
’
' {
{
{
i
| i.
|
\I A
|
g :
“ i

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: IOR/R/15/2/1912. Copyright for this page: Unknown
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qgdl.ga/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x00002¢

43


http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x00002c#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x00002c?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

sibaoll s it
Qatar National Library

'File No. E/20 V. O. ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATES OF ORPHANS.' [22v] (44/104)

Reference: IOR/R/15/2/1912. Copyright for this page: Unknown
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x00002d



http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x00002d#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032688802.0x00002d?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilgll jhs djisa
Qatar National Library

'File No. E/20 V. O. ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATES OF ORPHANS.' [23r] (45/104)

W T B e s s T R A O YT er—

20

No. ©V2Y b ias

Office of the Adviser to
the Government, Bahrain.
Dated, R nwal 19, 1357

Ma 5 938 1

From

The Adviser to the Government of Bahrain,

Bahrain.
To
His Britannic Majesty's Political Agent,
|
Bahrain.
Sir, E

I have the honour to inform you t hat the
Bahrain Government has recently instituted a
special department for dealing with and admi-
nistering the properties of orphans.

The department consists of a council under
the presidency of His Excellency Shaikh Sulman
bin Shaikh Sir Hamad and the following members:-

Al Haj Yousuf Fakhroo
"  Mohomed bin Yusuf Nasr
"  Khalil bin Ibrahim Moayad
s alil bin Ibrahim Kanoo
X Mlehe—i—n Aly Tajr
"  Mansur bin Mohomed Husain Arayad
Ebrahim bin Kadim Al Aaly
Syed Saeed bin Syed Ehalaf.

In addition there is a Supervisor, Mr.

=

Mohomed Dowegar, who was transferred from the
Land Settlement Department and a clerk. The

department ---
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i department occupies one of the offices in the
Court building.
I enclose, for your information, copies

i of rules and proclamations issued on the subject.

I hope that this department will supply a
long felt want in Bahrain and will reduce the
number of cases in which property of orphans is

4 misappropriated by those to whose care it is
entrusted.
I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

Adviser to the Government.

.
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GOVERNMENT OF BAHRAIN.

‘ No. RIYZ JRY¥ or 1357 ‘
Office of the Adviser to
nthe Government, Bahrain E5: \
Dated 26th Dulhaj, 1357 37
, 15th February, 1939 I17. 220«
‘ 3
}
|
i
}
:
’
L
H. B. M's Political Agent, x
Bahrain. ,//,%1, [
{
: & 0 L
]
{ MEMORANDUM.

I forward herewith a copy of a letter from

y Shaikh Salman bin Hamad AlKhalifah, President
of the Minors Department, asking that cases made
by the Department in the Agency may be heard
without payment of court fees, as is done in the
Bahrain Court.
! The Department is a Government department

instituted to administer and protect the property

of orphans and minors who leave no legal guardians.

r /?W‘ #2 Gz Fe

Adviser to the Government.
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