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Petroleum Concessions, Ltd., 
Bahrein, 8th July, 1945. 

My dear Pelly, 

I have had a letter from our Acting Manager, msrah 
Petroleum Company, Basrah, in which he asks what are the prospects 
in Bahrein of finding a temporary home as a paying guest for a 
Belgian lady. The circumstances are as under:- 

Our Manager was approached by the British consul Oeneral, 
Basrah, on behalf of a certain %demoiselle Corbiau. This lady 
wishes to visit Bahrein to earn money by painting portraits. She 
has spent some years in India, has visited the Persian oil fields 
and Basrah and is apparently collecting funds to make her way home. 
She thinks Bapco offers scope for her talents. The Consul General, 
Basrah, guarantees that she is not an undesirable. Our Manager adds 
that she is 40ish. Apparently the Consul General’s idea is that 
some one in Manama or Bapco might be prepared to accommodate her. 
The consul General did not suggest that any reference should be made 
here to you but it occurred to me that you should know of this 
suggestion in case you have not been notified officially. 

In my view the obvious place for her is Bapco; firstly 
because the buildings are air-conditioned and food is not difficult 
and secondly her sitters are likely to be found in Bapco and she 
should not be separated from them by 12 miles. I imagine the Consul 
General approached our people under the impression that P.C.L.,Bahrein 
was a miniature Abadan and we could find the lady plenty of clients. 
I do not think it is appropriate for me to sponsor the lady in Manama 
and less still in Bapco. I am sure any attempts by me to fix her up 
in Awali will receive very short shrift from the Management even if 
they are not resented. 

In all the circumstances I feel that this lady will have i 
a much better chance if her problem is put to the community by you. 
Apparently she wishes to make her visit about the end of the month .f 
and the Consul General, Basrah, is prepared to grant her a visa for 
Bahrein provided so melons is prepared to furnish an undertaking 
that he or she is prepared to provide the necessary accommodation 
and messing. I must apologise for adding to your problems but I 
am afraid it might be misunderstood if I offer to put her up myself, 
and I do not think it likely that I shall be able to persuade anybody 
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else to take her in. If you will prefer me to send a reply that 
I am not in a position to help, please let me know. I hesitated 
to do this without reference to you as it is not outside the 
bounds of possibility that the portrait scheme will appeal to 
some of the Awali inhabitants. 

Yours sincerely, 

C. J. Pelly, Esq. , I.C.S., 
H. B. M f s Political Agent, 
Bahrein. 
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Telegram 
From. 

S(A) 

Political Agent, Bahrain. 

H.M*s. Consul-General, Basrah To. 

No. 407 

Dated 12th July 1945. 

Would you kindly telegraph confirmation that 
Madamoiselle Corbiau is not undesireable and is deserving of 
assistance? 

POLITICAL 
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19/9 

Telegram. Bn Clair. 

From. H.M's. Consul, Basrah. 

To. Political Agent, Bahrain. 

No. 16. 

Dated 13th and received 13th July 1945. 

^ ̂ w - r 

p 
c 

Your telegram twelfth beginning 5272A indecypherdble. 

1 © 

BRITAIN 

LR. 

I.R. 482 

( Repeated under our telegram No. 411 dated 14th July 1945. ) 

19/9 

Telegram. 
From. 

To. 

No. 17 

Dated and 

En Clair. 

H.M'S. Consul, Basrah. 

Political Agent, Bahrain 

received 16th July 1945. 

Your 5272A still indecypherable. 
1 

S . ̂  • 

BRIATIN 

BRITAIN 

LR. 

I.R. No. 486 

9Reference: IOR/R/15/2/596. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100024508502.0x00000a

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100024508502.0x00000a?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


‘19/9 Mlle. CORBIAU’ [5v] (10/18)

10Reference: IOR/R/15/2/596. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100024508502.0x00000b

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100024508502.0x00000b?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


‘19/9 Mlle. CORBIAU’ [6r] (11/18)

O I"""* f ocwncI 
GOVERNM E NT OF INDIA, 

Department, 

EXPRESS LETTER 
This is an ORIGINAL MNSSAGN, sent by post to save telegraphie expense and undue use of the wires, but intended to be treated, on 
receipt,^ with the same expedition as if it had been telegraphed. To save time and formalities it is worded and signed as if it had been so despatched,] 

POLITICAL AGENCY, BAHRAIN . 

Feom 

Political Agent, 
Bahrain * 

To 

*3 Consul-General, 
Basrah* 

No* C/723* Dated ^ 

Reference your telegram No* 16 dated July 13th and \ 0 your telegram No. 17 dated July 16th. 5 3 r •> 
Vk. 

' 
2 * Following is repetition of my telegram No. 407 dated 
12th July. Begins: 

"Would you kindly telegraph confirmation that 
Madamoiselle Corbiau is not undesirable and is deserving of assistance?" Ends. 

3. Above was sent you in India Office Cypher , S f 1935 
with Recyphering Table ̂ No. 71, and has been checked and 
found correct. please confirm that you hold Indian Cypher "S" 
1935 and Recyphering Tables in "A" series. 

i 17th July, ja£5. 

NS. 
S. 6. 

MFP—1206 S&P—(M-l 723)—4-2-36—200,000. 

for Political Agent, Bahrain 

11Reference: IOR/R/15/2/596. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100024508502.0x00000c

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100024508502.0x00000c?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


‘19/9 Mlle. CORBIAU’ [6v] (12/18)

12Reference: IOR/R/15/2/596. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100024508502.0x00000d

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100024508502.0x00000d?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


‘19/9 Mlle. CORBIAU’ [7r] (13/18)

19/9 

Telegram, S(A) 
From, lUM’s# Consul, Basrah. 
To. Political Agent, Bahrain. 
No. 19. 

Dated 19th and received 20th July 1945. 

Your telegram No. 407. 

Lady in question is not repeat not 
She is a good artist and deserving assistance. 

undesirable. 

li. R, 
I.R. No. -1?/ 

BRITAIN 
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