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Code 

ii 

From 

To 

Repeated 
No.1383• 

Dated the 

S' 
( ̂ 

Political Resident, Bahrain. 
India OlTice, London. 

H.M.Minister, Jeddah. 
' 
f 

29th November 1946. 

Messrs. Gray Mackenzie here have been 

informed by Aramco that latter intend to start work 

at once on seven mile pier stretching into sea N.L. 
» ^ of Dammam with standard gauge railway from pier-head 

to Dhahran. The project is expected to be completed 
in about twenty months’ time. 

2. To India Office only. For further details 

please consult Gray Mackenzie’s London Office to whom 

'their Bahrain branch reported under their letter 

MD/221 November 12th. 

- REPGU - 

CONFIDENTIAL 

No. C/485. 

Office of the Political Resident, 
Persian Gulf, 

aboard S.Y. ’’King Faisal I”. 
4th December 1946. 

Copy forwarded with compliments to - 

THE POLITICAL AGENT, BA.HR A IN , 
for information. 
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3 
Jedd d 

G 
Foreign Office. 

1230 29.XII.46. 
465. 29th December, 1946 

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 465 of December 29th, repeated to : - 

Cairo 
British Middle East Office 
Bagdad 
Political Resident, Persian 

Gulf 
Washington 

CONFIDENTIAL ■A 

Saving 52 
Saving 98 
Saving 40 

Saving 4 
Saving 11 
, J 

/ 

i ^^ ancer ^ l 0 ̂ Bastern Department tvc. 188/82/46 of October 9th.^ 

T . } learn confidentially that American experts led by 
^r* r c,ri English of firm of Bechtel McGoon have reported to Saudi Arabian Government as follows : - 

recommended for railway line runs from' uHa^aA,, tnrough aBQ^IO, HaS^ OASIS, across Dahana sand to iIL^i and aL BHaRJ to RIYADH. Total length 330 miles. 
Estimate' cost will be less repeat less than twenty naif -orty million dollars. Final figures require study of technical supply considerations in San Francisco, but are promised aefcre February 1st. 

• 2 ‘ . B lr ; ISH returns to United States of America immediately. 

Ft* t ou w tl-"' ; - observe that his recommendations differ widely from his earlier attitude as reported in my Saving- ram No. 88 of September 2nd, and estimated total cost is 
less^ than half figure then given by him to King. I suppose Americans feel compelled by His Majesty's obstinacy on 

' 
subject to meet his wishes about railway if possible. He is reported to have told them that if they would not obljge him he would apply elsewhere. 
4. American experts’ report does not of course discuss 1 manemg oi project which remains to be arranged. This may well be raised with Crown Prince when in Washington uanuary 17th - 19th. 
5. 

bavin^ram 
roreigr office please repeat to Washington as my am No. 11. 

confidential 

No. 97 G . 
PERLIAN GULF RESIDENCY, BAHRAIN. 
the 15th January, 1947. 

Copy forwarded, with compliments, to 
. The Political i^gent, Bahrain. 

N® ...Li 
ConfiAentiat 

BAHRAIN RECEIPT^ ^ .Date. 

O . < 
CC \ . : L 

/) '■ rC 
)r\ j 

* 
G. A. (Vi. 

7Reference: IOR/R/15/2/475. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100024876032.0x000008

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100024876032.0x000008?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


'DAMMAM DHAHRAN PROJECT' [4v] (8/26)

n 

8Reference: IOR/R/15/2/475. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100024876032.0x000009

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100024876032.0x000009?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


'DAMMAM DHAHRAN PROJECT' [5r] (9/26)

CONFIDENTIAL 
360 / 16/50 

The Political Agent, 
Bahrain, 

WITH THE COMPLIMENTS 

OF 

HIS MAJESTY’S POLITICAL RESIDENCY 

* OwR^entiaL 
BA HR A' T P EOETFT. 

British residency, 24 th December, 1950, 
BAHREIN, 

PERSIAN GULF. 
37433-5 
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BRITISH RESIDENCY, 
BAHRAIN. 

(360/16/30) 23rd December, 1950. 
CONFIDENTIAL 

I forward herewith some notes prepared hy I eikle 

on a visit he paid to Dhahran on the 26th-27th November. 

2. Tne following information was given me orally by 
Leikle who has paid another visit to Dhahran since his notes 

were recorded 

(a) The local representative of the ministry of 

Finance, Shaikh Abdullah bin Adnan, told him quite openly that 

Ibn Saud was more or less finished. 

(b) He is having increasing difficulty in obtaining 
visas for his employees who, it is intended, should reside on 

the mainland. One, Captain ..ilne, has been v/aiting in Bahrain 

for a month for a visa. Gray Mackenzies* Senior Representative 
on the mainland., Blackmore, applies for visas to the Amir at 

Dammam. Visas for a visit of a few days duration are given 

readily and with little delay, but applications for visas for 

more or less permanent residence have to be referred to Jeddah 

and it is weeks before replies are received. 

(c) There is a steady increase of the U.S.A.A.F. 

build-up at Dhahran. Gray Mackenzies recently delivered 500 
tons of cement and 300 tons of other cargo and very much bigger 

consignments are expected in the near future. Ara.-co have now 

ceased using the jetty at A1 Khobar and the U.S.A.A.F. have 

been enquiring from them about ifc capacity. They were referred 

by Aramco to Gray :,.ackenzies. 

(d) Aramco are now operating the new field at Ain 

His Excellency 
A. 0. Trott, Esq., C.-.G., O.B.E., 

H. M*s Ambassador, 
Jeddah. 

/Dar 
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2 

(.?) 
Dar, 23 miles west of AlaqaiQ. and also a field called A1 Harara 

somewhere in the vicinity. They are drilling wells in the seabed 
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Kotes on visit to Dhahran ~ 26tli/27tli Noveiaber, 1950# 

I called upon Lr* Duncan in cnarge of P. & S # where I niet 

Mr. Stepney, his Assistant manager, and had a general discussion 

wher A I endeavoured to elicit some information as to the future 

tonnages likely to he coming forward and also what their lighterage 

requirements are likely to he, hut I could get very little iniormation. 

r. Duncan s;^oke of the difficulty they are now experiencing with 

Saudi Customs at Dammam and showed me the translation of a recent 

letter dated 16th November, 1950 from the Directorate of nasa 

Customs wherein they state that in future they require a harge 
manifest well in advance giving particulars of all cargo lightered 
from ships at Daflii«am to Has Tanura. This of course is quite impossible 
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opinion that AraiLOO Management mast realise that if ships cannot 

depend on receiving reasonable despatch at the port of Daninam, 
ship-owners are bound to recoiiipense themselves for the cost of 

such delays at the expense of consignees. 
To me it appears that much of the trouble with Customs 

is due to tlie fact that no one seems to know just what they are 

trying to do. There is no proper system or organisation, 

regulations are continually being changed and even junior customs 

officials may suddenly give new orders which must be carried out. 
Ara »eo seem to be in a very weak position which they, to a large 

extent, have brought on themselves. Although it was well-known 

that the importation of certain articles was strictly prohibited, 
nevertheless the Customs on occasional spot checks would continually 
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- 4 - 8 (£> 

I could obtain no infomation of any likelihood to lighterage 

being required to any other discharge point, and when I asked 

Mr. Duncan point blank if all their cargo would go over Daiaaaia 

pier - except that for Ras Tanura - he said that they would not 

wish it to be routed otherwise. I aksed if in view of the 

delays being experienced with Customs at Dammam it might not be 

considered desirable to barge some cargo to A1 Khobar and he 

replied that the;/ definitely do not want to reopen Al Ahobar since 

they have not now got the necessary organisation - neither 

personnel nor trucks. I was really trying to find out if the 

development of a new oil field would not call for lighterage to 
sorae other discharging point but I could get no infomation at 

all, although I have heard talk of a new field to be opened about 

40 miles west of Abqtaiq. and of possible developments off-shore 

from Suffaniya* (There are still no signs of the new field at 

Abu Hadriyeh being opened). If operations are developed offshore 
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