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About this record

The file discusses the Centre for Arabic Studies at Jerusalem which was set up by Colonel Bertram Thomas to
give students (primarily those from the Army and RAF) a years grounding in the Arabic language and in Arab
culture.

Included in the file are a report from Tom Hickinbotham, Political Agent at Bahrain, of his visit to the
centre, and a discussion between the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf and the Secretary to the
Government of India's External Affairs Department regarding thr possible recruitment of students from the
course to work in the Indian Civil Service.

Also discussed is the possibility of officers from the Persian Gulf being sent to the centre to improve and
enhance their Arabic skills.

A report written by Raymond Clive Murphy, Political Agent on the Trucial Coast, about a short course in Arabic
which he attended at the Newman School of Missions in Jerusalem, is also included in the file.

A series of file notes which were maintained as a record of the correspondence in the volume can be found at
folios 33-34.
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' b. 

^row Political Resident, at Shiraz* 
To political Agent, Bahrain. 
T7o. T/695. 
Dated 5th October 1944. 
IMPCRTAKT ( TELEX) . 

For Hickinbotham. 
plea&e tell Bertram Thomas when you see him 

that I am inquiring from Government of India whether they 

are likely to send candidates to his academy but much 

doubt if present cadre shortage will permit of it. 
PRIOR 
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i \ 

Political agency V 
DEPARTMENT. iD 

^ C/1544. CONFIDENTIAL 

Bahrain, T/ ̂31st October ;5 44 
The undermentioned papers are forwarded to 

The Hon*bie the political Resident 
In the Persian Gulf, 

C^aip Bahrain, /'T'N 
with reference to his telegram No.f/695 dated the 5th October 1944. 

A note prepared by Major T* Hick- 
inbotnain, C• I• ij•, aiter 
a visit to the ’Centre for 
Arabic Studies* at Jerusalem. 

S.8. 
MQLPO-^-Si—2013(Genl)MFP—< 6770/M-1853J—22-2-44—2,50,000. 

Deter#* 

■Ist of papers forwarded. 
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A note on the visit of Major T.Hickinbotham, to Colonel Bertram Thomas, O.B.E,. f s Centre for Arabic Studies. 
at Jerusalem. 

On the 14th of October I arrived in Jerusalem to stay 
for two days with Colonel Bertram Thomas, O.B.E., at the Centre 
for Arabic Studies. 
2. The students, of whom there are twenty, are housed in 

the old city in fine premises designated the Austrian Hospice 
which still belong to an Austrian religious Order. It has not 
been found possible for every student to have a room to himself 
but so spacious is the accommodation that it is no hardship to 

share with another officer. The students mess together on the 
lower floor and have a common sitting room. Their hours of 
work are such that there is ample time for exercise and the weekends 
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-2- ^cs) 
and lectures are delivered every week by experts on a variety 

of subjects ranging from "A History of the Crusades" to "Women*s 

place in Islamic Life"* The students are often required to write 

an essay some few days after having heard a lecture on a particular 

subject and the Director makes a point of dealing with each 

individual essay himself. 

5. The High Commissioner in Palestine ? the District Officers, 

Glubb Pasha of Trans-Jordan, and other experienced administrators 

and Arabists often ask students from the Course either to spend 

the week-end at their homes or to accompany them on a short tour. 

Many of the lecture^ are the most expert that can be obtcilii^d on 

their particular subject and all of them are men of considerable 

experience of the Middle East and the ways of the inhabitants 

thereof. • The Centre is particularly fortunate in having Colonel 

Bertram Thomas as its first Director for he is personally known 

to the vast majority of experts on Arabia and #Arab affairs and 

can thus induce many shy officials to convey some portion of 

their knowledge to his students when they visit Jerusalem besides 

being able to persuade the busiest of officials to spare the 

time to deliver lectures. In addition of course, Colonel Bertram 

Thomas is a well known literary figure and an explorer of renown 

with a very sound knowledge of Arabic and a curious proficiency 

in a number of colloquial dialects. 

6. The Centre is financed by the Foreign Office and the Army 

and although no specific promise is made to individual students 

it is more than probable that each officer who qualifies at the 

Centre will quickly find employment. I have been given to understand 
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i 

^clegram 
From 
To 

i {op eated 
No. 
Dated 

Government of India, New Delhi. 

decretetry to the Political 
Resident Persian Gulf,- Pushire. 
Political Agent, Bahrain. 
36 IE 
25tli received 26th February, 1945. 

Your letter No.212 3 February 13th. 
No objection to Kickinbotham going .on 

tour to Jerusalem before proceeding on leave 
and making over charge by.telegram from there. 
Addressed to 

0 

//■!fyj b*. S 6 . 

Dritconsul Bushire repeated Political 

=FOHEIGN= 

11Reference: IOR/R/15/2/920. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025289510.0x00000c

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025289510.0x00000c?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


'File No. 1/8 CENTRE OF ARAB STUDIES - JERUSALEM' [6v] (12/70)

12Reference: IOR/R/15/2/920. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025289510.0x00000d

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025289510.0x00000d?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


'File No. 1/8 CENTRE OF ARAB STUDIES - JERUSALEM' [7r] (13/70)

Persian Gulf Residency 
Bnshire, 13 th i ? e brua ry, 1945 

No. 212-3 

From 
The Hon'ble Bir Geoffrey Prior, K.G.I.E., 

Political Resident, Persian Gulf, Bushire . 

To 
The Secretary to the Government of India 

in the External Affairs Department, 
New Delhi. 

Jir 
I have the honour to enclose for the information 

of the Government of India a cony of.a note on the Centre 
of Arab Gtudies in the Liddle East, together with its 
Syllabus. It .will be seen that this is of a very 
comorehensive nature, and rives some idea of the immense 
diversity of interests which make up what we know as the 
Arab world. I was a little doubtful at the outset lest 
the Centre mirht not be organised on a ver’ practical basis, 
and that the Services would be unwilling .to spare suitable 
men as candidates. In this connection I enclose a note 
by Major Hickinbotham, who like myself was somewhat critical 
of the scheme at its outset, in which he mr.kes it clear 
that the scheme has proved a groat success, and is filling 
a very real need. 

2. At the nresent moment our cadre is practical 1 y 
bankrupt of officers of Arab experience and we have had 
to make do with a very limited number who acquire such 
knowledre as they can while doing a full day's work at their 
political duties’. It is clear that in the future we shall 
be completely outclassed unless we are prepared to rive 
Gulf officers better training, and I therefore recommend 
that the Government of India should permit major Hickinbotham 
to proceed to Jerusalem before the commencement of his 
leave and see whether he can induce one or two of these 
young men to‘“throw in their lot with us on the completion 
of their course. Mr. Bertram Thomas has been a good friend 
of the Government of India and I am sure he would be 
ore oared to helo us In this matter if his assistance were 
sought. It is clear that unless very early action is taken 
our cadre in the Gulf will collapse. 

enclosures to His Majesty's iecretary of Gtate for India. 

with reference to his endorsement No. C/1544 dated 31st October 

I am sending a cony of this letter with its 

Political Resident, Persian Gulf. 
Your most obedient servant, 
I have the honour to oe, 

Gd/- Geoffrey Prior 

Ik No. C/15 . 

Co^y forwarded with compliments to 
The Political Agent, Bahrain, 

Office of the Political Resident 
in the Persian Gulf, 

Camp, Bahrain, 
26th February, 1145. 

1944. 
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(rOYemraait of India. 
Bitomal Affairs Department. 

EXPR&S LErmR. 
From : Foreign, New Delhi. 
To j Briteonail, Bushire. . . . . / (Reptds Political Agent, Bahrain). 
No.D.556-N(D)/45. 
Dated the , & March 1945. 

BY FAST AIR MAIL . 

b' ® 

Continuation Foreigi telegram N0.361-S. dated February 
25th* We note that officers st present under training at the 
Centre of Ar&b Studies are members of Defence Seryipes ana 
most of them under 30 years of age* 'ftiile n9 definite scheme 
for post-war recruitment to the Thdian Political Service has 
as yet been published, it is ejected that the next few months 
will see the publication of a general scheme governing recruitment 
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i5 • C #^0 • Jr/ 4 ̂  • 
ja»p 9 U»hrmiz» 9 

th« 5th mroh 1945 • 

Dear Bertram Thomas, 

O' t 

Thin it to thank you for your Jhzlatmaa card 
and tho kind uotwa^o. l am afraid X hart not ytt 
found it potaiblt to tf«t to rtrutaXtv much at X 
thouid iik« to too your aontro — but I will boar it 
in ftlnd and fit it in If X poaaibly oan. 

a* You will bo inttrofttod to hoar that X 
roueiBiMiftdod to tho vHiTtinw^nt of India that wa thould 
t^doarour to *«oura ont or two of your pupllt for tho 
Indian lolitloal ktryiot« and X bar# ̂ uot hoard that 
thoy haro agrood ana tunotiouod a vltlt by Hioklnboth« 
am to you on hi a may hcis< 9 to taut ht aan talk it ova? 
with any likoly oandi dat«o* 

5 . <%t tho prtotut rannant tho axnct are not. 
very ol«<*r 9 but l uuderotaiai tr»*t the various r.ervioet a 
both British wd Xrdiow* arc taking In bCC o<».nniviatot 
from tho 'JTiay,and India it a party to the eohaco and 
that a largo siiether of v^oartcieo have been r«oei rod 
for the Indian lolitioal borvi00. Tht scheme it otlU 
with .0. Ani tho t'inau *il\ not bo iwtued 
till June, but the military oaudidateo we select will 
bo takon in on favourable terms at Fiaanoe Department 
have oanotioned the application to them of the ncnnal 
X «£ til , terms and not tJ.otf on which military lolitlaalo 
axe usually reoruited, which have a difference in the 
panel on rules* 

4* I as atoertalnlng the exact nuaber of candid* 
atoo required, and will let y ju V.uow tl\rov<g>i Hiokln* 
cctivaii, to whuu» 1 am giving a copy of this letter* 

Yours sincerely, 
i 

/VA : ertra* flMMM I wMm -•* 8(i# GEOT^HKY PRIOR. 

* 

Offica of the Political Resident, 
Persian Gulf, 

D*0• No• 3/43 * Gamp, Bahrain* 
the 5th March 1945* 

Copy forwarded, with compliments, to 

Gir Olaf Caroe, K*G.I,b», C,S•! », T • C• G •, 
Secretary to the Government of India 

in the External Affairs Department, 
2H pslhi , 

Major T. Hickinbotham, C*I.B,, O.3.S., 
Political Agent, . ' I BAHiUIN, • ■■ ■ 

reference to Government of India telegram 
No. 361 IB dated 25th February 194 s ). 

\ RHL 
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■ 23 /3e 
Telebram 
From 
To 

Fo.T/59. 
Dated the 5th March, 1945. 

Political Heeident, at Bahrain. 
9 

Government of India, Nev. Delhi. 

/ © 
Your telegram No.56l IE February 25th. 
Fleaee aay how many Officer** you contemplate 

recruiting from this source. 7/hat age it preferred and 
will officers enter tj*e scale with effect from 24th birthday. 
They range from about 25 to 3C years and v.e should do well to 
take in some older men. 

IB. /■n./u PHI OB 
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Office of the lolitical Re&icunt 
rereian Gulf, Gamp, Bahrain 

10 th March x945. 

TO 
Major To Hickinbotham, 

Folitical Agents Bahrain. 

M-v? r ORAM DIM TTO. C/58 / \' 

Reference External Affaire cepartraent Ixpreea 
Tetter No. D 556-B( T ))45 dated let March 1945. 

Recruitnent for the Indian Folitical Service from 
officers training at the Arab Centre, Jerusalem. 
2e FIease take action accordingly. 

Sd. Geoffrey Frior 

lolitical Resident Persian Gulf 

ATTESTED 

for Secretary to the Folitical Resident 
Persian Gulf 
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i 
r\ 

M 

fa {, b 

S'i) \\ 
23/28, 64/27 & M.0 # 

Telegram. 
From. 

To. 

No. T/80 

GTC 
Political Resident, at Bahrain. 

Government of India, New Delhi. 

(Copy to Political 4g«nt, Bahrain.) 

Dated 10th March 1945. .p 0 
^our telegram No. 361 IB February 25th. 
Request sanction to Pelly being 

placed if necessary on special duty at Bahrain to cover 
period occupied by IIickinbotllam , s absence in Jerusalem. 

PRIOR 

COHFIDlJjllAL 
No- 0/67 

Office of the Political Resident, 
Persian Gulf, 

Camp, Bahrain, dried 10th ̂ arch, 1945. 

Copy forwarded with compliments to, 
The Political Agent, BAHRAIN, 

with reference to Government Of India, New Delhi 
telegram No. 362 IE dated February 25th, 1945. 

LR 6 r. 
isjs 
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23/28 
Telegram 
From 
To 
No. 2372. 
Dated 10th, 

Q 
Government of India, New Delhi. 
Political Resident at Bahrain. 

received 13th March, 1945. 
(Relayed under Bushire telegram No. 465 
dated 12th March, 1945. 

A 
Your telegram No. T/59 dated March 5th. 

Foreign Express Letter No. 556 E(D)/45 dated March 1st 
explains position regarding post war recruitment ?s< 
it is known to date. Bix or eight officers of age. 
25 to 30 could probably be absorbed but this entirely" 
depends on number who are successful at the Indian Civil 
Bervice Belection Boards. Seniority will be fixed in 
accordance with age, allowance being made for war service. 
Such officers would of course have to compete before Belection 
Boards with other service candidates to the Indian Civil 
Service and Indian Political Service, but qualifications in 
Arabic and Arab studies generally would be a strong point 
in their favour when selection comes to be made. 

YG. 
FOREIGN 

No. C/87 

■> 

Office of the Political Resident, Persian Gulf, Camp, Bahrain. 
13th March 1945* 

Copy, forwarded with compliments to \0 Y The Political agent, Bahrain 
in continuation of Residency memorandum No. C/58 
dated 10th March 1945* 
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Telegram clair 0 
From Political Agent, Bahrain. 
To Colonel Bertram Thomas, Austrian Hospice, 

Jerusalem. 
No. 163. 
Dated the 14th March, 1D45. 

Bxpect to arrive 25th leaving 23th for Cairo. 
Grateful if you could arrange accommodation. 

HICKINBOTHALd - 
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Printed in England. Sept 1942. 
(4.100. pad *.) 

5/-16 8 
CABLE AND WIRELESS LIMITED. 

UNCORPORATCD IN CNOLANO.) 

Circuit. 

The first line of this Telegram contains the following particulars in the or 
nbe 
f an Prefix Letters and Number of Message. Office of Origin, Number of Words, Date, Time 

Official instructions—if any. 

ClerkV A N.m., P 
T.J.C; 
y } 

Time 
Received. 

1 650 

NSV31/R S JERUSALEM 2^ 15 1338 BG ANTEN 
POLITICAL BAHREIN 

32 FROM MECAS YOUR TELEGRAM TO COLONEL 
THOMAS STOP COLONEL ABSENT ON DUTY CENTRE. . 

CLOSED STOP ACCOMMODATION BOOKED 25 TO 28 
AT VILLA ROSEMARY STOP BARRANCE 

= HIGHCOMA. 
V.A. 

© 

OP 
MARK YOUR REPLY JmA&’uaC 

ANY ENQUIRY RESPECTING THIS TELEGRAM SHOULD BE ACCOMPANIED BY THIS FORM AND MAY BE 
% MADE AT ANY OF THE COMPANY’S OFFICES. 
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Telegram G.T.G. 
From Political Agent, Bahrain. 

Highcoma, Jerusalem. 
170 
17th March, 1945* 

Your telegram 32. Following for 

Barrance Mecas from Hiekinbo than. 

When does school reopen and when do y 

you expect Thomas to return. 
-POLITICAL= 
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ib<s) 
Telegram- G.T.C. 
From- Foreign, New Delhi. 
To Political, Bahrain. 
No. 479EP, 
UjutK 

Addressed to Bushire repeated Bahrain Your telegram 
No.T/80 March 10th. No objection to Pelly being 
employed on special duty at Bahrain on his time scale 

pay in Indian Political Service as proposed. Extra 

expenditure involved should be met from existing budget 
grants. 

Foreign 

vs-p 

P-A. 
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12 / 21 . 

Telegram Qo 
From Political Agent, Bahrain* 
To Political Resident, Bushire. 
No* 166. 
Dated the 17th March, 1945. 

IMPORTANT . 
Have been informed that Bertram Thomas is away 

on duty and centre closed presumably until after Easter 

holidays. I would prefer not to delay my departure for so 

long unless you particularly wish it. Possibly Jackson could 
visit Jerusalem later as Tandy will probably not reach Kuwait 
before the 1st of April. 

POLITICAL 
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Telegram 
From 
To 

12 / 21 . 

3n clair. 

High Commissioner, Jerusalem. 
Political Agent, Bahrain. 

( 3 ) 

No. 134. 
Dated the 21st and received 22nd March, 1J45. 

same date. 
March. 

From Mecas for Hickinbothara from Barrance 33. 

Your telegram of 17th. 
‘ 
School reopens 30th April and Thomas expected return 

Do you still require accommodation here 25th to 28th 

- HIGHCOMA. 
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Telegram 

From Political Agent, Bahrain. 

To Political Resident, Bushire 

No. 135. 1 

Dated the 22nd Mar ch, 1945. 

I IIP OR TAN I . 
Reference my telegram No. 166 dated 17th I.Iarch* 
School re-opens on April 30th repeat 30th. 

R.M. 

- POLITICAL - 

.egram Rn clairo 
>m Political Agent, Bahrain. 

High Commissioner, Jerusalem. 
136. 

ed the 22nd March, 1945. 

For Mecas from Hickimbotham for Barrance. 
Your telegram No. 134. Accommodation no 

longer required. Thank you. 

POLITICAL 
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12/21 
Telegram 
From 
To 
No. 529. 
Dated the 

Q. 
Political Resident, Bushire. 
Political Agent, Bahrain. 

22nd and received 23rd March, 1945. 

Your telegram No. 166 dated 17th March, 1945. 
As centre is closed there is no need for you to 

visit Jerusalem. 

R.M* 
- PRICE - 

I.R. 211 
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D.O. No. C/907. The 23rd September, 1945. 

Dear Colonel Galloway, 
I enclose for your Information a copy of 

Murphy*s note on his course at the Newman School 
of Missions, Jerusalem. I mearTkeeping him here 

in Bahrain until your visit as, J believe, the 

most important thing for him, for the present, is 

to continue his Arabic with a good teacher one of 

whom is available here but not in Sharjah. I have 
Co 

told him that he wijultl IT^ expected to sit for the 

preliminary Examination before he leaves for 

Sharjah in November. 
yours sincerely, 

The Hon'ble Lt-Col. A.C. Galloway, QBE., 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, 

(Camp) Shiraz. 
C ■ 
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^ o . 

NOT-il ON THE N EWI\£AN SCHOOL OF MISSIONS. THARQR. J£RUSiiLEM . 
I attended the Arabic classes held during the summer term at the Newman School of Missions^ Jerusalem. The term was a short one, commencing on the 21st of July and terminating on the 31st of August# In all there were 30 working days (Saturdays and Sundays being holidays)# Attendance was in the mornings only, from 8-15 to 11-45 - divided into four periods of 45 minutes each with a 30 minute break for prayers and refreshments# Lectures on such subjects as "The Life of the Prophet", "Islam", "Phonetics", etc#, were also included in the syllabus and on most Saturdays visits to places of religious and historical interest in and around Jerusalem were arranged by the Mission# 

2. The Arabic teachers were all Christian Arabs (male and female). There were six teachers for the syllabus to which I was working. I was unable to ascertain their actual teaching qualifications but most of them were elderly and had been 
teaching Arabic for many years. Three of my teachers were 
particularly good. There were about 20 students (of both sexes) attending regularly for Arabic study (others attended for Hebrew which was also taught). With the exception of myself and one other, they were all Missionaries and the majority of them were Americans# 
3# The students were divided into classes according to their degree of scholarship in the language. Some of them had 1 been studying Arabic at the Mission and elsewhere for some time and others were complete beginners like myself. They were all however there to learn Arabic with the intention of attending the Mission classes for at least a year. The syllabus was therefore arranged accordingly i#e#, for students who proposed to attend regularly for at least a year. My brief attendance of 30 days raised rather a problem because, had I followed the 
regular syLlabus and started with the beginners, I should have covered very little ground in that short period. The principal of the Mission (Hev.Bishop) took a considerable personal interest in my case and arranged my lessons in such a manner as to concentrate the regular syllabus and enable me to cram as much as was possible in the short time available. Of my six teachers I attended two regularly each day - one for grammar and one for 7 
reading and pron^unciation. These two teachers were excellent and I found my lessons with them were by far the most beneficial. 
Except for the grammar lessons, which were attended by two other students, I had all my lessons alone, as sitting in class would have entailed my following the regular syllabus. / The remaining two periods of the day were divided among four /and teachers and my lessons with them were of a general/conversational nature. It was with these four.teachers that I experienced some 
difficulty. It was not possible for me to have them according to a regular roster because of other classes and I found the • . 
resulting lack of continuity rather a drawback to regular study with them. It frequently resulted in m$i having one teacher one 
day and then not seeing him or her again for two or three days. Furthermore, the scope of these lessons was not definitely defined but were, as I have previously stated, of a general conversational nature. I do not mean this to be an adverse criticism of the teaching arrangements or of the teachers. It was up to me to take full advantage of the facilities offer/ed and I endeavoured to do so. I found however that the Palestinian 
colloquial Arabic was so different to that of the Persian Gulf that I eventually abandoned my efforts at conversation and used 
my teachers for furthering my study of the classical. I also 
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I also feel that my knowledge of Arabic vims assumed to be greater than it actually was, as indeed it perhaps should have been. However, in my opinion, the Newman Mission is an excellent institution and I feel that I have benefit/ted greatly by my short attendance there# I am inclined to think however that in view of the short time at my disposal, I should perhans have derived more benefit from the excellent facilities if I had gone there knowing a little more Arabic. I should very much like to attend a short course there again preparatory to taking the 
Interpretership Examination. 
4. Apart from my study of Arabic I consider my visit to Jerusalem a value(fl/ e expetience. Not only did I meet many interesting people at the Mission many of whom imparted their profound knowledge of Arabic culture and learning through the medium of lectures, but I also met various officials and private individuals of local standing (both Jew and Arab) from whom I 
acquired a fair knowledge of the current administration^ and political problems and also a general knowledge of Middle East affairs# 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 
N().406-S. 

The Hnn’ble the Political Pesident in the Persian Gulf presents his 
compliments to 

The Political Agent, Kuwai t , 
The Political Agent, Bahrain, 

and lias the honour to transmit to him a copy of the undermentioned 
document (s). 

PERSIAN QUIP RESIDENCY, 

BUS HI RE. 
DatedA 

Reference to previous correspondence: 

Description oj Enclosure. 

Name and Date. Subject. 

1) Letter dated 22nd February 
1946 from the Middle East 
Centre for Arab Studies, 
Austrian Hospice, Jerusalem. 

2) Residency telegram No.533 dat<d 
4th April, 1946 . 

/ i*7r^ 

slulu*. 

Application from Captain 
T.A.D. W. Hillyard for 
recnuitment in I.P.5.or 
I.C.S. 

Confidential. 
BAHRAIN RECEIPT. 

Date. .^.C. 
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Copy 
MIDDLE EAST CENTRE FOR ARAB STUDIES. 

AUSTRIAN HOSPICE. 
JERUSALEM. 

22nd February 1946. 

My dear Sir Geoffrey, 
One of my fellows here, Captain T.A.D.W. Hillyard has put 

in an application for entry to the 
(a) Indian Political Service 
(b) Indian Civil Service. 

He has served with Indian troops during the War and liked them. 
Incidentally he got an M.B.E. (Military) while serving with them. 
He is a very good type. I enclose his particulars and I think 
it might interest you to have a look at him. An opportunity 
should present itself in April and May if you would be good 
enough to write or telegraph me indicating your approval. 

It is the practice of the Centre to break our academic 
studies in the third term for a period of 6 weeks (’vac’) 
for the purpose of dispersing officers to various of the Arabic 
speaking countries in order to devote themselves to the colloquial 
and to acquire a brief acquaintance with some aspect of practical 
affairs. For purposes of rations they are att- ched to a 
military unit in the locality (in this sense they are limited 
to areas under the Middle East Command where military detachments 
exist) but their programmes are undertaken by various political 
authorities. Last year our Embassy in Baghdad, our Legation 
in Syria and our Political Heads in the Sudan and in Cyrenacia 
very kindly co-operated and will I think in view of Hillyard’s 
ambition it would be most satisfactory if he could come and spend 
his break, 23rd April - 30th May, in the* Persian Gulf, and he 
would like to do so and to be seen by you. 

Transport from here to Basra and return would be a military 
charge, and he would as I say be entitled to draw free rations 
at a destination where a British Army detachment is to be found. 
I presume in the Persian Gulf this would be Bahrain. As he is 
not entitled to travelling or any other allowances during the 
break and as my Foreign Office budget does not provide for any 
other expenses incurred in connection* with students, would you be 
so good as to consider, in case you may be interested in Hillyard, 
whether it would be possible for you to provide transport 
facilities from Basra to Bushire and Bahrain and return to Basra, 
and offer him official hospitality for a day or two in Bushire, 
or alternatively at such other place in the Persian Gulf where 
it might be more cpnvenient for you to see him at the time, 
in,the event of there being no British military detachment at 
such place. Where a military unit exists and I arrange his 
attachment in good time there will be no difficulty, so if you 
will be good enough to mention in your reply the name of a unit 
under Middle East Command represented in the Persian Gulf and its 
location. * 

/Hillyard has a good brain, has a serious mind and is a 
hard worker. Presents well enough and health sound. 

\ Yours very sincerely, 
sd. Bertram Thomas 

The Hon’ble 
Sir Geoffrey Prior, K.C.I.E. , 
Political Resident, Persian Gulf, / p.g Bushire* ' 4 
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i] \i: 
P.S. V u 

Please will you be passing this way after 7th June next, 
atid if so will you give me the pleasure of staying with me for 
a few days, and the Centre the privilege of a lecture on the 
Persian Gulf. The present batch of officers (30) is an 
entirely different audience from the batch (20) you kindly 
addressed last year. f P.P.S. 

New course here begins 1st September, 
to send a young officer on it please ? 

Would you care 

/ 
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Subject:- Middle East Centre of Arab Studies - GRO*586/45 . 

!• Rank and name: T/Captain HIHKARD, Temple Arthur Daniel 
Wickham. M.B.S., 

4. Married or Single: Single. 

5. Full details of Education: Marlborough College. Scholar 
Exeter College, Oxford. 

6. Military Career and distinctions : Enlisted 18th Dept*39 or work in connection with the war: in R.Signals. 8 Ind. 

7. Any Foreign Language with which : Italian - Urdu - ** 

Recommendation of Officer Commanding Unit : 
Strongly recomended. In every reppect an admirable candidate. 

APPLICATION FORM 

Field Regiment 

2. Civil Occupation: Up a t Oxford when War broke out 

3. Date of Birth: 22nd June,1920 

\ 

: Div.Sigs. May *42-Feb : '45. OC Sigs.43 : Gurkha Bde.Feb * 45. 

candidate is conversant with, any : certificates of proficiency in : 
French 

the same Conversant all three 
8.Medical Category: A.l 

9. Whether Candidate has previously : 
lived in a Tropical Climate and : No. No 
suffered from Malaria or any other disease pecuitir to Tropical Cl ima tes. : 

Sgd. A.R. Barber, ?? 

Brigadier. 
Commander 43 Gurkha lorried Infantry Bde 

31st May,1945. 

** He has now six months Arabic grounding (little 
coloquial opportunities.’ ) 
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G.T.C Telegram 
From 
To 
No. 

Political Resident, 
High Commissioner, 
533. 

Dated the 4th April, 1946. 

Bushire. 
Jerusalem. 

Following for Bertram Thomas. Begins. 
Your letter 22nd February. Hillyard. 
I am visiting Bahrain in next few Gays and 

will telegraph feasibility of attachment to Military unit 
and transport. There is no military unit in Kuwait but 
Political Agent could probably make arrangements. I shall 
be in Kuwait about April 16th to Ibth and again in Bahrain 
from about May 8th to 15th (when I hand over) and would be 

glad to see him either placa. Please warn him about the 
weather! 

2. I am inquiring if officer can be spared for 
course in Autumn. Unfortunately we are very shorthanded. 

ML. 
2 spares. 

PRIOR - 
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I 

Z'- 

5^ 

2 ^ 

GOVERNMENT OP INDIA, 
Department. 

EXPRESS LETTER 
[A\ J 5 ,—This is an ORIGINAL MNSSAGN, sent by post to save telegraphic 

expense and undue use of the wires, but intended to be treated, on 
receipt, with the same expedit ion as if it had been telegraphed. To 
save time and formalities it is worded and signed as if it had been 
so despatched*] 

From 
Political riesident, nushire . 

© 

Vo 
Political Agent, Bahrai n. 
Political Agent, Kuwait. 

fra. 480-J . Datei 21st April 1946 

y 
J 

Reference my Printed Letter No. 406-3 dated 
the 6th April 1946. 
^• Captain Hillyard will not now visit / the Gulf. • 

Sd. GEOFFREY PRIOR 
Political Resident, Persian Gulf. 

ATTE3TED. 

for Secretary to the Political 
Resident, Persian Gulf. 

HDN. 

Confidential. 
BAHRAIN' RECEIPT. 

Date...?r^ 

S. 6. 
MFP—1200 S&P—(iI-l 723)—4-2-30-200,000.. 
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■■m 

' ^0 
J..C. Vo. C/65 * Office of the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, Camp Bahrain. v Dated the 13th May, 1946. 

Dear Weightman, v 

In view of the report which Galloway has now made upon Murphy, I feel that the decision to send him to the ^rab Centre should be reconsidered. He has been given every opportunity to make progress in the Gulf, and, though I think he is very run down and long over-due for leave, it would be a waste of time to select him for this course. I'suggest that some other officer should be selected, who might be one with no previous experience of the Arab world at all. I am sorr-^ to have misled you about Murphy, but I had not an adequate opportunity of testing his knowledge of Arabic. 
Yours sincerely, 

Sd. Geoffrey Prior. 

>/ 

Telegram Q 
^ rom Political Resident, at Bahrain. To Government of ^ndia, New Delhi. No. T/192 Dated the 23rd May, 1946. \ :al. 

CEIPT. 
Weighjtman from Hay. 

N ®-~—Date s 
Please telegraph whether sanction for Murphy's deputation to autumn course at Arab Centre Jerusalem is cancelled in view of Prior's demi official letter' to you No. C/65 May 13th. ~ " 

- HAY - 

No. C/145 
fcOLF 

Office of the Political Resident < 0 / (j '> '' VrjyA in the Persian Gulf, 
£}'? ■ ' " Jon Caln P Bahrain. 
G-U^ Dated the 25th Hay, 1946. 

'0shT^ 
Copy forwarded with compliments to 

The Political Agent, 
Bahra»in, 

with reference to his Express Letter. No. C/526 dated the 23rd May, 1946. 

‘ 7 

61Reference: IOR/R/15/2/920. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025289510.0x00003e

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025289510.0x00003e?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


'File No. 1/8 CENTRE OF ARAB STUDIES - JERUSALEM' [31v] (62/70)

. aj : 

.'3 
, • evo ^ f 0 ̂  

« ' e - •" 0 
. oJ 

% ' 

3 

• *1 .. «r 

« rt ':.b r X • o i " i Co I 
:o t :f>"iai9vo0 <?ex\: » 

' < 
A 

V, 

C 

62Reference: IOR/R/15/2/920. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025289510.0x00003f

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025289510.0x00003f?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


'File No. 1/8 CENTRE OF ARAB STUDIES - JERUSALEM' [32r] (63/70)

■aMW 

rv 

Office of the i-olitical Resident, Persian Gulf, Gamp, Bahrain, the 29 th May 19 46. No. C/169 . 
To ^ w 

The Political Agent, i ^ , -OTif dentiaL 
* H ' " • ' ' ' 

R ROE i PT 
Memorandum . No...^Ss. 3<rf jr • r 

Reference your jjcpresa Letter No. C/526, 
^ 

dated the 23rd. May 1946. 
^ “ is °o°fi™ed that the sariotion for Captain 

Murphy s deputation to the autumn course at the Arab 
Centre, Jerusalem, has been cancelled. 

. . 3d. W.R.HaY. Political Resident, Persiati Gulf. 
Atte s t ed. 

for Secretary to the Political Resident, Persian Gulf. 
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I^LS*c\cr^cy /cX- No.'rjbwf oic^JU yy/o^y. 

I'ss^u^ ^ cL. &//>o/w +0 PXi. - 

/}-_y Tot. ^m <x. 

/|cs. ?rOy5^ Cjf'S °L- X( nv+X' 

imuld :9du like a^-opy of the referen-e endorsed to you. 
I presume you have -opies of the syllabus et-., 

3d. J.~. 
26/2 

P.A 
Yes please. 

3d. T-H. 
26/2 

< 1 have taken ̂ opy of the Govt. Endorsement sent separately. 
of India telegram for our file. 
Sd.J.''*. 

26/2 Sd.T.H. 
27/2 

^ X X.- /Vo - 3- - 
^^ 33 / V-i» d• 1 

jj ^ ^ 

i. H. 
S/3. 

i ^0. tr^Jbsh A/a - cy^/i ^/cO'clk VV^‘ 

^ ^/3 - 

fits I'll. Ko.rj^’l 
^-ouCLi + * 

l?) , /■ H ■ 
s/i> 

f[lS. b^cr^o- l^*>- CjXS dcUCh 

6^-/3 , 

/La/^O A> 7 / 4 r A~t- AJXu* 

•</>/ l-j i |vX-»^ c^| l >«_ [-< 

Gr|oi Oo i^C i- W^iu: 
^g. /f h/s ■ 

/-/>^ 

Lvt f 

b*Ltujk~ ^n. 
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