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REVIEW OS i^NTS IN 1933, 

I - * I R A 

SECTION I - PO LITICAL AND SOCIAL, 

HOME POLITICS . 
i. Two outstanding events, the Assyrian affair 
in August followed ty the League of Nations 1 enquiry, and the most unexpected death of King Eaisal which took 
place in September between the Assyrian affair and the 
enquiry, overshadowed all other happenings in 1 1RAQ 
during 1933i 
2* The General election, held in February in 
accordance with His Majesty’s wishes, resulted, as had 
been expected, in an easy victory for the existing cabinet of Naji Shawkat. The Elections were carefully controlled and only the King* s nominees were elected 
to the Chamber of Deputies. King Faisal was virtually 
dictator in a country which was only nominally constitutional. 
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Page 2. 

4. The publication in. May of a hook entitled 
"Arabhood in the Balance” was the next important event 
and gave rise to a sudden and unexpected revival of Shia 
activity in the Holy Cities and in the Middle Euphrates area generally. The author, Abdul Razzaq al Hassan, a 
Sunni, cast doubts on certain fundamental beliefs in 
the Shia faith, and since the book was published with 
the apparent approval of the responsible authorities in 
BAGHDAD, it was taken by the Shias as yet another instance 
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SWITZERLAND reached BAGHDAD, and, on the norning of 8th 
September, before the news nad buen disclosed to the 
general public, his son was proclaimed King Ghazi the Eirst. Ob SCth September, the new King was betrothed to Princess Aliya, the second daughter of his uncle 
ex-King Ali, The reason for this haste was the fact that the constitution only allows succession in the direct male line of descent, so that it was imperative that the new King should have a son as soon as possible. 

^_ The Oabinet which had resigned on the death of King Faisal was re-appointed by his successor, but for some time appeared to be uncertain what was likely to happen. The forceful personality of the late King had played such an important part in the political life of the country that his death left a gap which it seemed to be impossible to fill; it was considered quite certain that it could not be filled by his 22 year old successor; there was also a godd deal of anxiety in political circles as to the outcome of the League of Nations’ enquiry into the Assyrian affair, since part of the European press was urging the necessity for a resumption of the mandate by GREAT BRITAIN. 
8 * ’Iraqi case was presented to the Council of the League of Nations at GENEVA on 4th October by Yasin, who was accompanied by Nuri; the former returned to 3AGHLAD on 21st October, while Nuri proceeded to PARIS to make arrangements about the Assyrians who had remained in SYRIA. As soon as Yasin returned, Rashid Ali, the Premier, asked the King to dissolve Parliament. The reason given was that the Cabinet did not feel that it had the confidence of the existing Chamber, which essential in ordur to carry out its proposed programme 
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SOCIAL AKD ECONOMIC . 
10* There has luring the past year been a steady 
reduction in the nuiLber of Lvitish adviser 3 employed 
by the ’Iraqi Govorniuont and almost all those retained 
have been withdrawn from the Provinces to BAGHDAD* 
The usefulness of the British adviser has also decreased 
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young men without work or means and with nothing to do but wander about the streets hungry and disgruntled, naturally blaming westernisation‘for their misfortunes, and providing a fertile soil for anti-3uropean agitation 
15. ?or this reason, the boycott of the Electric Light Company (managed by Belgians), a movement started in October by vendors of oil lamps, soon became of political importance and necessitated the banishment of seven of the ringleaders to the SULAIMANI Liwa, where they are to remain under police supervision for six months. With the completion of work on the I.P,C, pipe line, the consequent discharge of many of the Iraqi employees, and the cessation of building activity in BAGHDAD, the number of unemployed will 
probably increase rapidly during 1934 and may prove a considerable embarrassment to the government. 
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SECTION II - INTERNAL SECURITY. 

16* At the beginning of the year, KURDISTAN was 
quiet. The successful conclusion to the BARZAN Operations 
ha<i had a subduing effect on the tribes, and Shaikh Ahmed 
being out of the country, there was no central figure 
around which discontented and rebellious elements could 
assemble. The position was, nowever, somewhat marred 
by the presence of his brotners and other leaders of the 
late rebels in the neighbourhood of the Turkish frontier. 
Diiring April and May trouble was experienced by their 
delivering raids on ’Iraqi villages for the enforcement 
of money dues. A force was concentrated, and, with the 
co-operation of the Turks, succeeded in persuading the 
raiders to accept a liberal amnesty which granted them 
afree pardon and allowed them to return to their villages with their arms on promises of future good behaviour. In July the Turks handed over Shaikh Ahmed to the ’Iraqi Government from whom he received most considerate 
treatment. The Government’s liberality in its treatment 
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in BAGHDAD all chance of reconciliation between Mar 
Shimun ana the Government had passed, and, fearing that 
Mar Shimun’s reappearance in MOSUL would have an undesirable 
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23, Efforts ? 7er3 made to rehabilitate the evicted 
Assyrian villagers by encouraging them to return to their 
villages, and by organising material aid. These efforts 
met with only partial success. Attempts to restore loot 
produced little result, primarily owing to the fact that thb officials were afraid of antagonising the Kurds, 
Compensation was slow, insufficient, and grudging, and 
though the policy of Oovernment in advocating resettlement 
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Page 9. 

26. Outside the actual towns representing the administrative headquarters of the respective Liwas, little interest was shown either in the PALESTINE disturbances with their resultant attempted Jewish 
boycoDt in * or ev^n in the Assyrian situation in the i.lOSUL Liwa. The tribal Shaikhs satisfied their national sentiments by elaborate protestations of loyalty to the Crown, and parochial affairs, only slightly disturbed by the subsequent death of the King, continued to occupy their major interests. 
2T. Tribal tranquillity has not, how^v^r, con noted a general increase in law and ordvjr throughout the provincial districts; murder, especially as a deterrent to sexual peccadillos, is still a most common 
offence; hold-ups of road traffic have occurred in most districts; traffic in firearms, prohibited by the Government and almost stamped out under the British 
administration, has definitely increased, especially in the DPiTANIYAH Liwa where the Holy City of NAJAP forms the principal market. In the summer of 1933, the British Ambassador commented on the laxity in control 
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SECTIO N III INDUSTRIES & RESO URCES. 

GENER/vL S URV EY. • 

28* although the general commerce of T IRA^ showed a marked improvement during 1933 as compared with 1932, 
notably owing..to tho expansion of trade with PERSIA and the advance in prices of exports such as wool, hides and furs, no progress was made with any of the more important 
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OIL. 
30. Rapid progress was made by the ’Iraq Petroleum 
Company during 195o and the welding and burying of the 
pipe line is now complete on all three sections, KIRKUK - 
HADITHA, HALITIIA - HAIFA, RADITHA - TRIPOLI, with the 
exception of the pumping station points which must remain 
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THE D ESLIRT ROUTa . 
35. During the year "Che overland route to the 
Mediterranean ports was "busier than in 1932, and most 
shipments to EUROPE and UIERIC^ are "being made by that 
route. Reductions in the rates of the transport 
charges have been possible owing to the large volume of 
transport and the increase m the number of companies 
operating by the desert route. The Nairn Transport 
Company have conveyed considerably more passengers than 
in previous years. This notable increase is due mainly 
to the number of Italians who are employed in railway 
construction work in PERSIA and who have been sent to 
PERSIA by the overland route. 
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SECTION IV ARMY ,\ND AIR FORCES. 

36 During 1933, the strength of the Army was increased hy one ‘battalion nf infantry, making a total of 12, and Ay cue cn^in^r platoon. a section of 
Armoured Cars was also formed and at present has two 
cars, Crossley six-wn^cl^u. cnassis with bodies constructed 
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RO Y,iL * IRxV^ AIR F ORCii . 

41. During 1933, the strength of the Royal ’Iraq 
Air ̂orco was inervased hy the addition of eight D.H.84 
aircraft (Dragons with two G-ipsy engines) which were 
flo-n out from ENGLAND in May. 
42. In November, Zaim Ismail bin Ibrahim Namuq, 
who was then Q.M.G. at Army Neadquartors, was appointed 
Director of the Force which now comprises:- 

(i) A Service Squauron of two Dragon flights 
and one Puss Moth flight. 

(ii) A flying training school of thrue flight 
Each flight has tnree Gipsy Moths and 
there are three in reserve. 

43. Service training was severely handicapped by 
extensive modifications which had to be carried out on 
the Dragon aircraft and by the necessity for detaching 
two flights to the north for some months on account of 
operations. The flying training school which has one 
British officer and two sergeant pilot instructors has 
made very good progress. Nineteen officer pupils were 
admitted on 1st June, one died and three were found unfit 
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SgOTIQN V_ JO^IGN RKL, ^TIONS. 

TURKEY. 
4-q . Little information has buun obtained from 
TURKEY during the past year and during recent months it has boon confined to one or t-vo articles in the newspapers. 

35Reference: IOR/R/15/2/321. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025550070.0x000024

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025550070.0x000024?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


'File 8/18 Iraq: Review of Events, 1933' [18v] (36/56)

36Reference: IOR/R/15/2/321. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025550070.0x000025

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025550070.0x000025?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


'File 8/18 Iraq: Review of Events, 1933' [19r] (37/56)

Page 16. 

of H. I.M. the Shah was taken as an indication of the 
growing spirit of nationalism and independence in 
PERSIA and so attracted considerable interest in ’IRAQ* 
50, Later in the year this spirit was reflected in the BASIDU incident. Since 1323, the British flag has flown at BASIDU, a snail harbour m QISH1I Island used as a British Naval Station, and, after the removal of the coaling station to IIENJAM Island in 1913, a caretaker 
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5 1 5 * , The fal1 P^-wur jf Tcyiiiourtache, put no check upon the Shah's progruuiue of reform ana uevelop- ment. ihe most important project fur the moment is >ns ^ r uctio;n of the Trans-Persian railway. in May ^hanish—Swedish c mipany signed a contract for de- ° f th0 line BANDER SHAH on 
BAKDER 

S 
SrATTPrS hpi’ the i >orticn from TEHRAN to tr J bc 

‘ finished by March, 1939. Bo- f'.ro the Company undorto >k the work, the portions from BANDER SHAH to SIIAHI and from BANDER SFAF^UR to qaTF HAEAD were completed. One pass^ger^rain^ach^afis 
t^fldo Hd F 1 C F section, with freight trains to suit 
Of thd« 

d 
instruction requirements. The continuation 

f hF seo F ons onwaras to TAHRAH, however, present enormous engineering difficulties particularly in toe 
-r^nd the problem of housing and feeding eight to 
ln Dod bN 

1 
Dr Jn0n i that arca nnd maintainirj them in gjjd health m such a malarial district is in itself a big undertaking. 

xee xs in itseit 

stent v + 
T 
d°f SU1 \F -32,200,000, of which £75,000 has been 

1934^1 DthDE ? y, r ar Harch 21st 1933 to March 20th 1954 for this railway is a big drain on toe country's 
enter^he*c<mntrv 

m 
? 
n 
°rF la 

' V ’ Which lm P orts oa n only entur tht country tn Balance produce exported, remains in force although it has been somewhat modified and im- 
list ortrohibNed 

00 
^ 
1 
^ 1 
' 6 ' 136 ' 1 ' Vith a rodu =tion in toe 

hit\>, r H2 hi F t ® d articles. This measure naturally 
lated 

h 
bFFi C d °f restricting trade, but it has stimu- 

and tix otoPn« UStry; A W ° SUgar ^fi^ries are at work 
is beiL -hni i t F C . oons tructi >n, a cement factory 
f OTT noar xExIRAN, while a cotton spinning mill 
mtrts^f thD F 

nl 
F °^t articles suited to the EquiFt ments of the country and six .tner mills are bein? 

?F 
lS F UC F 'o + number of minor inuustries are also be- 
§ _ ov ex , .>pe' , thoroughfares are being widened in TEHRAN and new roads are being developed throughout the country.’ 

. . a - n contrast to this record of progress is marked inability of PER3IA to maintain intlfnalEcuritv 
near -DeDrFtN’ ^ th ° lack =^trof in^LtActs ^ 
'IRAO 

th 
uDFF a .constant source of anxiety to 

Arw^suffcredFN 1S rlfe and durin g 193 3 the Persian 
actfF ff mF reverse on each occasion when it was in action. The principal method of pacification employed n 

y:^ 
Xo 
?> with tha outlaws of "terns of surren- 

h« and hE fo?f muruer of the bandit by treachery, 
and a fr. - DR’"NT 3 BI>U Jsual ly granted tracts of land and a free pardon by the Persian Government. The nFot- lations are usually long and tortuous, as not only hafe 
hiit ih 

P ̂ 8 peace + to 
' bG profitable than banditry hut the outlaw must also be convinced that he will live 

^ho fruits of diplomacy. Attempts to raise 
remissionFfRad 

21 ala , of tnc Arn y ̂ presents of arms, emission of taxes, and promises of other benefits, were 
lrE a REr 3U00e ^F but th0 was accepLd’by 
tith hto f N 8 ’ 3 ba " di D lining the Persian Forces ith his foll(,wers, he led a raid into 'IRAQ territory accompanied by unsuspecting Persian soldiers, and en Ms 
and rot,TD 

d 
d 
r " d the offioer wlth whom he had made terns and returned once more to outlawry. 
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Page 18. 

lack ".f aptitude of the Persian Army in 56 , 
guerilla warfare should not obscure the fact that seen through f Iraqi eyes and judged by their standards, it is a powerful and well-equipped force. Accurate information 
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I 7 
k 

t 

crossed the frontier into ’IRAQ in the vicinity of Y/ADI 
AR’AR with the intention of collecting grazing tax from 
certain sections of the ’Iraqi Anisia; tne matter was 
referred through the Ministry of foreign Affairs to the 
’Iraqi Legation at JKDDA ana tiio rarty withdrew to the 
Sa’udi side of the frontier v/itnout further incident. 
At the end of May, 19od, tne Gomiuanaant of Police of the 
Southern Desert left on an official visit to JAUf where he discussed with Ahdul Aziz as ijudairi, the Governor of 
the Province, the problem of inter-tribal raiding on the ’IRAQ-NAJD border and the mutual return of looted 
stock; a broad basis of settlement was agreed upon and subsequent meetings, accompanied by the inevitable delays 
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Pags 20. 

62. Although ’IRAQ has, since her release from 
the British ? T andate in October, 1932, extended a sympathetic 
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Page 21 

66, It is signifioant that the violence of the 
rioters was dir^ctuci solely against the Police and not 
the Jews, Of the iaoter, ten ̂nly were injured in an 
accidental clash with the motors at HAIFA. Throughout 
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Page 22. 

b9. During his last year of office, M. Ponsot, 
the late High Commissioner who loft for PRANCE on 2nd 
July, spared no effort to arrange a treaty for SYRIA on 
the lines of the ’Iraqi-British Treaty, and, during the 
latter part of his regime, his dealings with the Syrian 
nationalist party shewed gr^at indulgence and were in 
strong contrast with his unsympathetic attitude towards 
the domestic difficulties of the Lebanese Republic. 
Unfortunately, his conciliatory attitude was judged by 
the Syrians to be due to weakness, while in the LEBANON 
he estranged even the Christian elements who had previously 
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Page 23. 

73. ‘ Count de Martel then produced the expected 
treaty Vhich v T as signed hy French and Syrian representatives 
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