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REVIEW Of WVWNTS IN 1933

I = 5T SRt

SHCTION I - POLITICAL AND SOCIAL

HOME POLITICS.

1, Twe outstanding events, the Assyrian affair
in August followed by the League of Nations' -enquiry,
and -‘the most unexpected death of King Faisal which took
rlace in September betweeén the Assyrian affair and the
enquiry, overshadowed all other happenings in 'IRAQ
during. 1933,

2w The General wlection, held in Fetruary in=
accordance with His Ms)esty's wishes, resulted, as had
been expected, in an easy victory for the existing
tabinet of Naji Shawkat. The Elections were carefully
controlled and only the King's nominees were elected

to the Chamber of Deputies., _King Faisal was virtually
dictator in a country which was only nominally constit-
utional. The King had many interests; he kept alive
the pan-Arab movement, intrigues for the throne of
SYRIA, and was active in fostering amongst the Arab
leaders enmity to Ibn Sa'ud the present holder of ‘the
former Hashimite throne of HEJAZ. In 'IRAQ too, the
King had a numder of schemes which included the con=-
struction of new palaces and bridges, new irrigation
works, and the BAGHDAD-HAIFA Railway. To cope with
these many interests, the Palace contained a busy Diwan,
or Secretariat, capable of handling a heavy correspond-
ence, The Rglace was a hive of political activity and
no eontractor or seeker of concessions from EUROPE or..
SYRIA could afford to neglect the Royal Diwan. By
adreit manceuvres the King had almost complete control
ever the Cabinet which comprised, for the most part,
eivil officials who were quite amenable but entirely
lacking in initiative, -

3. This Cabinet was not, however, entirely to
the King's liking since their negative attitude made it
obvious to everyone that the ﬁplicy of the Government
was being dictated from the Palace. Consequently, in
March, he appointed as Premier Rashid Ali Gailaniy’
whose Cabinet included two most influential politicians
in 'IRAQ - Nuri Pasha as Sa'id as Minister of Foreign
Affairs, and Yasin Pasha al Hashimi, the leader of the
Cpposition Party, as Minister of Finance. The in-.
clusion of the latter in the'Gailani Cawinet was an
astute move as Yasin's previous position as leader of
‘the ultra-Nationalist Party, in'favour of drastic
rev;sion of the Treaty and anti-British in sentiment,
now ‘proved invaluable to the King whenever his own :
interests ran counter to the British. As a convenient
medium for the introduction of modified Nationalist
measures in which the King had a personal interest, the
Minister of RMinance soon became the most impertant ..
pPerson in the Cabinet,

BRITISH
Avydan

Reference: IOR/R/15/2/321. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025550070.0x000008



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025550070.0x000008?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilgll jhs djisa
Qatar National Library

'File 8/18 Iraq: Review of Events, 1933’ [4v] (8/56)

BRITISH
Avydan

Reference: IOR/R/15/2/321. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025550070.0x000009



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025550070.0x000009?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

duilngll Jadi i<
Qatar National Library

'File 8/18 Iraq: Review of Events, 1933' [5r] (9/56)

Page 2.

4, The publication im May of a book entitled
"Arabhood in the Balance" was the next importarnt event
and gave rise to a sudden and unexpected revival of Shia
activity in the Holy Cities and in the Middle Euphrates
area generally. The suthor, Abdul Razzaq al Hassan, a
Sunni, cast doutts nn certain fundamental beliefs in
the Shia faith, and since the took was putlished with
the apparent aphroval of the responsible authorities in
BAGHDAD, it was taken by the Shias as yet another in-
stance of the cppressive rolicy of a predominantly
Sunni Government towards the Shia Sommunity, which was
most inadequately represented in Parliamernt, For a
time, the situation looked ugly and extra police were
drafted to the disturbed area, and the fact that it did
not develop was due partly to the prosecution ani sub-
sequent imprisonment of the authér, and ckiefly to the
attitude of the leading divines; while agreeing that
Abdul Razzaq deserved punishmert, they deprecated any
act of violenoe likely to widen the breach betweer the
Shia and Sunni Gommurities. Finally, it was syggested
that the book had been irspired by an outside ageney
with the aim of eansing diseord within the Moslem world
and the agitation gradually subsided, but it is quite
likely to be revived in sqme form or otker in the near
future, The Shias at present, have no really capable
leader, Wut they are not likely to remain for long
contenqt with a Sugni @evernment in which they are al-
mest narepresented,

5. Or 6th June, King ®aisal left BAGHDAD on a
visit to EUROPE which was to include an official visit

to Buckdrghsm Palace, The 'Iragi delegatior to the
internatioral Ecoromic Conference to be held in LONDON

on 12tk Jyre, composed of Yasin, Nurid, and Rustam Beg
Haidar, left at the same time. Great things were
oxpeated in 'IRAQ frem these two visits; 1t was asssumed »
that King Faisal wounild obtain some revision of the

Treaty, while the delegation was expected to negotiate

a loan fop the comstruction of the GHARRAF and HABRBAN-
IYAH irrigation works and to make financial arrangements
for the BAGHDADsHAIFA Railway. Consequently, the
political situntion #rn 'IRAQ remaiped very qudet and

care was taken to permit no expression of anti-British
sentiments., In oousoguence a ceremony which was arranged
to te held at RUMAITHA on 30th June, to commemmorate the
Areb risiung against the British in 1926 was ill-attended,
ard, despite a good deal of publicity ir the extremist
bress, oceasioned little local drterest.

6, Tkis quiet interlude was brougkt to an
akrupt conclusion bty the situation in the north, which
culminated iz the massasre of a number of Assyrians at
SIMEL on 11tk August which is desecribed in paras. 47 -
22 velow, King Feisal returned in great haste at the
beginning of Angust an? the delegation reached BAGHDAD
about the same time. The King had proposed to stay
for only a few days before returning to SWITZERLAND

to ecompledte his rest cure, but in deference to the
wishes of the Britisk Authorities, postponed his
departure until 1st September. 8ix days after his
departure, the news of King Faisal's death in
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SWITZERLAND reached BAGHDAD, and, on the norning of 8th
September, before the news nad buen disclosed to the
general public, his son was proclaimed King Ghazi the
First, Op 2Cth Segtenmber, the new King was betrothed
to Princess Aliya; the second daughter of his uncle
ex-King Ali, The reason for this haste was the fact
that the constitution only allows succession in the
€irect male line of descent, so that it was imperative
that the new King should have a son a8 soon as possible,

7e The Cabinet which had r&signed on the death of
King Faisal was re-appointed by his successor, but for
some time appeared to be uncertain what was likely to
happen., The forceful personality of the late King had
played such an important part in the politieal life of
the country that his death left a gup which it scemed to
be impossible to fill; it was considered quite certain
that it could not be filled by his 22 year ol4 gmccessor;
there was also a go®d deal of anxiety in political
circles as to the outcome of the League of Nations'
enguiry into the Assyrian affair, sinee part of the
Buropean press was urging the necessity for a resurption
of the mandate by GREAT BRITAIN.

8. The 'Iraqi case was presented to the Council
of the League of Nations at GENEVA on 4th October by
Yasin, who was accompanied ty Nuri; the former returned
to BAGHLAD on 21st October, while Nuri procceded to
PARIS to make arrsngements sbout the Assyrians who had
remairned in SYRIA. As soon as Yasin returned, Rashid
All, the Premier, asked the King to dissolve Parliament.
Tre reason given was that the Cabinet did not feel that
it had the confidence of the e€xisting Chamber, which

was essential in order to carry out its Proposed pro-
gramme of reforms; the real reason probably was that
the Goverrment, ani particularly Yasin, feared criticism
of the attitude adopted at GENEVA, and hoped teo be left
to their own devices for a few months while the elections
were being held., To the general surprise, King Ghazi
refused to ‘iissolve Parliament and when, in consequence,
the Cabinet resigned, their resignations weme accepted.

s Nari returredi to BAGHDAD on 4th November, and
a few days lator, the composition of the new Cabinet
under Jamil Madfa'i was announced, It compriscd for
the most part, ex-ministers of no outstanding ability
with the exception of Nuri, who was appointed Minister
of Foreign Affairs and acting Minister of %.®ence.
Rashid Ali, ¥asin and his supporter, Ja'afur Abu Timmen,
and Hikmat Beg Sulaiman, who had bcen Minister of Interior
during the Assyrian affair in August, were excludef and
the last two resigned their seats in Parliament. Upon
taking office, the new Government announced no programme
and their present Policy scems to te to remain on good
terms with GREAT BRITAIN and to create a breathing

Sspace in which 'IRAQ can take stock of the entirely new
situation created by the removal of King Faisal from the
Political stage. Nuri is the strong man of the Govern-~
ment, and is at present in control of the situation;
there is no opposition in Parliament worthy of the name,
but Yasin, although at present discredited and without

a following, probably remains a power to be reckoned
with at some time in the future,
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SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC.

10. There has during the past year budcn a stceady
reduction in the runber of Hritish adviscrs employed
by the 'Iraqi Goverruient ard slmost all those retained
have been withdrawn from the Provinces to BAGHDAD,

The usefulress of the British adviscr has also de-
ereased since it is noticesble that the 'Iraqi official
is reluctant to seck advice and often prefers to teke
action in his own way even though such action may land
him in difficulties,

b 4 Towards the end of the year, there was a
general post amongst the Government officials and a
rumber of Mutasarrifs, Qaimmaqams, &nd Mudirs, changed
Places with one another; this new policy which is a
feature in 'IRAQ today, is having a definite effect on
the attitude of the people towards the Government.
Tormerly the government official remained in one post

for some years and became so well-known to the people
that they went with their troubles to him rather as to
the individual than to the official, With the more
frequent changes which are the custom nowadays, officials
are not personally so well-known and so are consulted
more in their official capacity with a conseguent
increase in the prestige or unpopularity of the Government
rather than of the individual.

12. Another change which is becoming evident, is
the creation of new classes and class consciousness.

Prior to 1915, the population of 'IRAQ was tribal and
largely rnomadic, It was easy to gain a living, and
food was plentiful; the rich men kcpt open house and
the universal fraternity enjoined by the Qoran was
observed, The feudal Shaikh was always available to
the petitioner, both in his own house and as he rode
about the land,

13, Today, irrigation schemes have scttled most
of the people on the land and the power of the feudal
shaikh has becn much curtailed and placed in the hands
of the effendi class of govcrnment official. To
eccommnodate the latter and other persons who have
recently made money by comucrcial enturprise, a vast
number of new houses have sprung up round BAGHDAD.

This newly rich community has no traditional respon-
sibility towards the poorer classes and regard them
with disdainful pity rathcr than with helpful sympathy.

14, At the seme time, there has ®een a large
influx from country to town of young men sccking employ=-
ment in the brickworks and factories or hoping to takec
advantage of their newly conferred education by obtain-
ing a post as a clerk or minor government official,
These young men have no C3udal overlord to whom they
can go for a meal when hungry or for advice when in
doubt about their future welfare. Even if they try

to sceck out some official, access to him is difficult
for he travels to his office in a saloon motor car and
when there, is reotected by a number of clerks and minor
officials. There are today in BAGHDAD a number of
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young men without work or means and with nothing to do
but wander about the streets hungry and disgruntled,
naturally blaming westernisation for their misfortunes,
and providing a'‘fertile soil for anti-Buropean agitation,

15. For this reason, the boycott of the Electric
Light Company (managed by Belgians), a movement started
in October by vendors of oil lamps, soon became of
rolitical importance and nccessitated the banishment

of seven of the ringleaders to the SULAIMANI Liwa, where
they are to remain under .police supervision for six
months, With the completion of work on the I.P«Cs
pipe line, the conseyguent discharge of many of the
'Iraqi employees, and the cessation of building
activity in BAGHDAD, the number of unemployed will
probably increase rapidly during 1934 and may prove a
considerable embarrassment to the government.,

T
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SECTION IT ~ INTERNAL SECURITY,

NORTITERN 'TRAQ,
164 At thesbeginning of the year, KURDISTAN was
quict, The successful conclusion to the BARZAN Operations
had had a subduing effect ‘on the tribes, and Shaikh Ahmed
being out of the country, therc was no central figure
around which discontented and rebelilous elements could
assemble, The position was, however, soumewnat marred

by the presence of his brothers and other leaders of the
late rebels in the neighbourhood of the Turkish frontier.
Diaring April and May trouble was experienced by their
delivering raids on 'Iraqi villages for the enforcement

of money dues. A force was concentrated, and, with' the
co-operation of the Turks, succeeded in persuading the
raiders to accept a liberal amnesty which granted them

a frece pardon and allowed them to return to their villages
with their arms on promises of future good behaviour.

In July the Turks handed over Shaikh Ahmed to the 'Iragi
Government from whom he received most considerate
treatment, The Government's liberality in its treat-
ment of the BARZAN Tribes was due, not so much to a

desire to waive past offences, as to the gathering
difficulties of the Assyrian situation which indicated
that it might be necessary to obtain help from the

Kurdish tribes,.

17, On 4th January Mar sShimun returned from GENEVA
where he had represented the unsatisfactory position of
the Assyrians to the League of Nations and had obtained
an undertaking that the 'Iragi Government would select

a foreign expert to assist in settling the landless
Assyrians, In the meantime, the Government had
appointed Malik Khoshaba as leader and spokesman of

that group of Assyrians who were anxious to co-operate
with the Government in the matter of land settlement.

18, Despite advances made by the Government, Mar
Shimun refuscd to co~operate¢ in the land scttlement
policy unless his temporal as well as spiritual
authority was recogniscd, Gradually, as the Mar
Shimun's recaleitrant attitudac bocame increasingly
clear, the gap widened between his adherents and those
other Assyrians who recogniscd that the best prospccts
for their future lay in co-operation with the Government.
Feelings began to run high in the north and a trivial
incident in which Assyrians werec accused of throwing
stones on to the roof of a house occupied by 'Irag Army
officers was taken as an Assyrian insult to the Army as
a whole, >
19, In June, the situation rapidly deterioratecd
with the coming into prominence of Yacou son of Malik
Ismail as a leader of the Mar Shimun e€lement, and his
leading a party of about 200 armed men into the district
north east of DOHUK and refusing to come in and explain
his action. He eventually yielded to persuasion, but
only just in time to save the Government from the
necessity of fetching him in by force. Meanwhile,
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in BAGHDAD all chance of reconciliation between Mar
Shimun and the Government had passcd, and, fearing that
Mar Shimun's reappearance in MOSUL would have an undes-
irable effect, the Government decided to detain him

in BAGHDAD.

20, A final effort was made by the administration
in July to retrieve the situation by calling & meeting
of all the Assyrian leaders, explaining the position to
them, and making .a final appcal to them to accept a
position to vhich there was no practicable alternative.
The meeting failed, and in July Yacou led a party of
about 1,000 armed Assyrians over the frontier into
SYRIA. The position was Jjudged by the Government as
the most suitable that would be likely to occur for

the disarming and final quelling of the discontented
section of the Assyrians. It was therefore decided

to bring matters to a head and the Army was accordingly
concentrated in the arca near the Syrian frontier.

21. Negotiations with the French for the peaceful
disarmament of the Assyrians failcd and when they
crossed the river back into 'IRAQ on 4th August, fight-
ing broke out with the Army piquects. The Assyrians
broke through the Army's cordon, and the Kurdish tribes,
many of which had previously bcen issued with arms,
were called in to assist in hunting them down. A
number of Assyrian villages were lootcd and about 600
Assyrians were killed; the majority of them had volun-
barily surrendered to the Army or police and many of
them had had nothing to do with the migration to SYRIA.
The worst excesses occurrcd at SIMEL on 11th August,
and a rcign of terror in the area of operations and a
state of acute alarm amongst the Christian population
in general were produced. On 18th August, however,

a notice was issued that the rebellion was at an end
and threatening with legal punishment anyone molesting
Assyrians. A camp was formed at MOSUL for women and
children whose menfolk had perished and the depend ents
of the assyrian Levies were moved to HINAIDI,

22, It was carly apprcciasted by the 'Irag Govern-
ment that the behaviour of the Army might evoke foréign
intervention throush the League, Such an eventuality
would heve had strong reactions on the Nationalist out-
look of the people, and its effect would have been to
render the position of the Government precarious.

Steps were thercfore taken to prevent its occurrence.
Outbursts of anti-foreign, and particularly anti-British,
sentiment in the press and in public declaration were
condoned, and even encouragcd, and at the same time it
was allowed to be known that forecign intervention might
result in the affronted population revenging themselves
on the whole Christian comuwunity in the North, The
declaration of the League in Qctober, shewed that no
intervention was contemplated and the violence of
political feceling quickly abated.
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23, Efforts were made to rehablilitate the evicted
Assyrian villegens by enccuraging them to return to their
villages, and by organising material aid, Trhese efforts
ret with crly pertial success. Attenpts to restcre loot
produced little result, primarily owirg to the fact that
the officials were afraid of antagonising the Kurds.
Comper.sation was slow, irsufficiert, and grudging, and
though the policy of Government in advocating resettle-
ment was straightforward, lack cf sympathy on the part

of the Jjunior executive officisls in arplying it has

been more than anything else respcrnsitle for its failure,
The year ends with a very small fraction of the Assyrians
ir the DOHUK and SHAIKHAN Qadhas tack on the land. In
the undisturbed areass the Assyrians carry on a normal
econcric life, but share the outlook of their more unfort-
unate kinsmen in their utter lack of trust in Government,
and in their hope that a satisfactory offer from the
League will be forthcoming which will allow them to

leave 'IRAQ.

%, Apart from the Assyrian situation, affairs in
KURDISTAN are more satisfactory than they have been for
some time. It was only natural that the Kurds should
nhave eagerly accepted the opportunity offered by Govern-
rent to codbey their natural instinct to loot Assyrian
villages, There were one or two instances of Assyrians
murder<d by Kurds and it took some time for the general
wave of _awlessness which had been engendcrecd to die
down, The Govermment's pclicy was to conciliate the
Kurds and so it was necessary to overlook offences, and
to refrain from pressing the Kurdish tribes in the
interests of justice for the Assyrians. There is no
indication however, that the Kurdish leaders will adopt

a truculent attitude now that they are in an advantageous
rosition vis-a-vis the Government, From the tribesmen's
point of view, the Governmént successfully quelled the
Assyrian outbreask, and their respect for its power has
consequently increased. The Kurds are likely to remain
orderly ard well disposcd to the Government as long as
the latter's conciliastory attitude is maintaired.

CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN 'IRAR.

28, Apart from the manifestations of Shia unrest

in the Middle snd Lower Euphrates districts during the
mornith of May, to the origin and extent of which refer-
ence has already been made in paragraph 4, the year 1933
was characterised by an atmosphere of unusual tranguillity
in the tribal districts, This was due to a variety of
causes, the three principal ones being:- the closer
association of the lcading shaikhs with the government
and with the trend of political thought in the Capitalj;

a general observance of the "wait and se<" policy,
advocated by the late King during his visit to the

Middle Euphrates district early in 1933, which lastcd up
to the time of his death in September; and, finally,

the fact that the rains during the winter of 1932/1933
had been adequate, the flood period in both the Euphrates
and Tigris had been normal and prablems of irrigation had
consequently caused the minimum amount of tension between
trival cultivators, . «
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26. Outside ‘the actual towns representing the
administrative headquarters of the respective Liwas,
little interest was shown either in the PALESTINE
disturbances with their résultant attempted Jewish
boycott in 'IRAQ, or cven in the Assyrian situation

in the OSUL Liwa, The tribal Shaikhs satisfied
their national sentiments by elaborate rrotestations
of loyalty to the Crown, and parochial affairs, only
slightly disturbed by the subsequent death of the King,
continued to occupy their major interests.

27, Tribal tranquillity has not, howcvur, con-
noted a general increase in law and ordcr throughout
the provincial districts; murdcer, especially as a
deterrent to sexual peccadiilos, 13 still a most common
offence; hold-ups of road traffic have occurred in
most districts; traffic in firecarms, prohibited by the
Government and almost stamped out under the 3ritish
administration, has definitely increased, especially

in the DIWANIYAH Liwa wherc¢ the Holy City of NAJAF
forms the principal market. In the summer of 1933,
the British Ambassador commentcd on the laxity in con-
trol exerciscd by government officials in the southcrn
Liwas, but, although the comment was mcrited and the
gravity of the situation apprcciatecd by the responsible
authorities in BAGHDAD, the Assyrian troublcs in the
MOSUL Liwa in August deflected all intercst from the
south and conditions had shown no appreciable improve-
ment up to the end of 1933,
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SECTION "ITT - INDUSTRIES & RESQURCES.

GENERAL SURVEY.

28, although the general commerce of 'IRAQ showed
a marked improvement during” 1933 as compared with 1932,
notably owing.to th: exvansion of tradec. with PERSIA and
the advance in priccs of exrorts such as wool, hides
and furs, no rrogress was made with any of the more im-
vortant trojects visualised in the Capital Works plan.
The large amount of money flowing into the country from
0il royaltics and construztion of the Pipe Line caused
a repercussion on trade in general, and the purchasing
rower of the country moved to a higher basis. The
economic life of the country, however, still depends on
the volume of its exports and, as these are mainly of
an agricultural character, it 1s essential that such
Projects as the tuilding of the HABBANIYAH rcservoir,
the GHARRAF Scheme and other measurcs calculated to in-
crease the agricultural prospcrity of the country by
the conservation and distribution of its water supply,
should be given priority of consideration. No serious
sttempt has yet been made to improve the gencral qual-
ity of 'IRAQ's main exports - dates, wheat, wool and
hides - and ungraded consignments of these commoditics
continue to fetch low prices in the world markcts in
comparison with the products of other nations. Thus,
until some effort is made to collate the individual cf-
forts of the small holder and the existing Directorate
of Agriculture is either reformed as a Ministry or at
least re-organiscd on a more active basis, 'IRAQ will
continue to lag behind her more progressive ncighbours
&rd depend for the major portion of her revenuc on roy-
alties derived from the foreign exploitation of her
natural resources,

29, In June an 'Irayi delegation composed of Yasin,
Nuri, and Rustam Bcg Haidar, attended the Economic Con-
fercnee in LONDON, their main intention being to negot-
iate a loan for thc construction of the GHARRAF and
HABBANIYAH irrigation works and to meke financial arrange-
ments for the BAGHDAD - HAIFA railway. It appears,
however, that little resulted from the confecrence though
the question of a loan to the Government is still under
discussion. The Government is, however, cagcr to pro-
ceed with its irrigation schemes, and a tender submitted
by a British firm in respect of the HAB3ANIYAH scheme

has been practically accepted, and the Government Posscss
sufficient funds to enable this work to start. Tenders
have now been invited for the construction of the GHARRAF
Barrage but it is improbable that there will be develop-
ments in this respect until the secttlement of a loan has
been effected,
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OIL.

30. Rapid rrogress was made by the 'Irag Pctroleum
Company during 1930 and the welding and burying of the
pipe line is now complete on all three scctions, KIRKUK -
HADITHA, HARITHA - IAIFA, HADITHA - TRIPOLI, with the
exception of the puuping station points which must re-
main unconnected until thosc stztions are constructcd.

It is expected that all punving stetions will be com-
rleted in 1934, In approaimately two months time, it

is intended to pump oil along the line from KIRKUK to
HADITHA for testing purposes, and with the completion

of the pumping stations, it is anticipated that oil will
be runrning along the entire length of pire line before
the end of 1934, The provisions under the amended con=
cession granted to this company by the 'Iraq Government
will thus be complied with by a date considerably earlicr
than had originally been expected.

31, The British 0il Development Company, a subsid-
iary branch of Mosul 0il Fields Ltd., which was granted
a concession by the 'Iraq Government in 1932 to prospect
and drill for oil in the lands west of the TIGRIS and
north of the 33rd parallel of latitude, was reportcd to
have struck oil towards the snd of 1933. Reports rc-
garding the progress of this coumpany have not been given
much publicity, but it is probable that 1934 will sce a
general inerease in activity in the SHERGAT Arca.

CIVIL AVIATION.

32. The new airport for civilian aireraft at
BAGHDAD WEST was officially opencd in April by H,M,
King Faisal.

33, Three civil air lines are at prescnt operating
through 'IRAQ:-

(a) Imperial Airways. ENGLAND to SINGAPORE.

(b) Roval Dutch air Lines. CROYDON to BATAVI..
(via HOLLAID).

(¢) Air Orient. MARSEILLES to HANOI (French
Indo-China).

These thrce services all operate a weekly two-way ser—
vice and convey both mails and passengers.

34, 'Iraq Airwork Ltd., which is British owned, in-
tended to operatec a mail and passenger service between
BAGHDAD and LARNICA (CYPRUS) connecting with the Lloyd
Triestino Company's liners, but received a scrious sct-
back in March when its first Spartan Cruiser crashed at
RAMADI en route for BAGHDAD. Since this event there
have been no further developments regarding this scr-
vice, tut the company is at present ncgotiating with the
'Iraq Government concerning the inauguration of a daily
passenger service betwoen BAGHDAD and BASRAH, and a
weekly passenger service between BABEDAD and TEHRAN.
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THE DESERT ROUTE.

35. During the year the overiand route to the
Hediterranean ports was busicr than in 1932, and most
shipments to RUROPE and .JTRIC.. arc¢ being made by that
route, Reductions in thc¢ rates of the transport
charges have bcen possible owing to the large volume of
transport and the increasv in the number of companics
operating by the dosert routc. The Nairn Transport
Company have conveyed considerably more passengers than
in previous years. This notable increase is due mainly
to the number of Italians who are employed in railway
construction work in PERSIA and who have been sent to
PRRSIA by the overland route.
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36, During 1933, the strength of the irmy was
increascd by ong battalion of infantry, making a total
of 12, and Yty < casiascr platoon. A section of
Armourcd Cars was olso r'oirucd and at present has two
cars, Crossley six-wiucleu chassis with bodies con-
structed locally.

37, The poliey is to increase the Army gradually

in all branches as far as finance will permit. Early

in 1934, one 18 pr. battery and thrce fronticr battalions
will be formed. The men for the latter are to be Kurds
drawn from those now serving in the 'Iragq Army and
officers will be mainly of Kurdish nationality. The
battalions are to be stationed at BILLEH, DIANA and
HALABJA.

38, Recruiting is still on a voluntary basis, but
the amended draft of the National Scrvice Bill, passecd
to the Chamber of Deputies for its initial reading at
the end of 1933, was received with much enthusiasm.

It is unlikely to be enforced in the ncar future, as it
is estimated that the census will not be completcd for
two years, Opposition to the mecasure must be expected
from the Shias of the Middle Euphrates arca and from
KURDISTAN, but there are indications that the opposition
is growing less strong.

39, It cannot be said that the Army is at present
a really effective military machinc, Its morale suf-
fercd badly as a result of the failures during the
BARZAN Operations in 1932, and it was partly for this
reason that its success in dealing with the Assyrian
troubles, as described earlier in paragraphs 17 ct seq,
was exaggeratcd by the Government and general public,

It is doubtful whutuer, quite apart from the SIMEL in-
cidrnt, the Army really had very much to be proud of,.
The material of which the rank and file are composed is
on the whole quite good, but is badly handicapped by the
quality of the officers, particularly those in the more
senior ranks, Most of these are of the effendi class
from the citics, had Turkish training, dislike hardship
and discomfort, ard earn little respect from their men,
Some improvement should result from the new officers
ordinance which enforces a maximum age limit in each
rank and prohibits promotion unless a specified percent-
age of service has been spent with a Unit.

40, The Inspector General reported that the level
of training reached by the Army in 1933 was well below
the normal. This was probably partly duc to the de=-
pleted strength of the military mission. Owing to the
fact that a number of contracts had expircd, and new
ones had not bcen arranged, instcad of the establishment
of eleven, there were at thc end of thc year only four
officers serving in 'IRAQ, and of these, three were of
Junior rank,
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ROYAL '"IRaQ AIR FORCHi.

41, urinoe 1633, the strcngth of the Royal 'Iragq
Alr Porce was inercascd by the addition of eight D.H.8
aircraft (Dragons with two Gipsy engines) which were
flown out from ENGLAND in May.

4

42, In November, Zaim Tsmail bin Ibrahim Namug,
who was then R.M,G, at “rmv Yeadgquarters, was appointed
Director of the Forzce which now comprises: -

(1) A Service 3guaaron of two Dragon flights
and one Puss iloth flight.,

(ii) A flying training schoel of three flights.
Each flight has three Gipsy Moths and
there are three in reserve.

43, Service training was severely handicapped by
extensive modifications which had to be carried out on
the Dragon aircraft and by the nccegsity for detaching
two flights to the north for some months on account of
operations. The flying training school which has one
British officer and two sergeant pilot instructors has
made very good Progrcss. Ninetcen officer pupils were
admitted on 1st June, one dicd and three were found un-
fit for flying duties, but the other fifteen had flown
s0olo by the end of September, There are now Tifty-one
aireraft apprentices under training as mechanics. The
work of the twenty-four who are due to complete train-

ing next April, is of a high quality and a further
twenty-two will be placed under training on 1st May.
The air Officer Comnanding recently inspected the force
at the invitation of the 'Iraqi authorities and ex-
préssed himsclf as being very satisfied with the admin-
istration and general efficiency.

44, i Squadron of twelve Hawker Audax aircraft is
being formed this year and six of the aireraft are to
be flown out from ENGLAND in May.
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TURKaY,

45, Little information has beun obtained from
TURKEY during the past year and during recent months it
has been confined to one or two articles in the news-
papcrs, The most iiportant event scems to have becen
the celebration of the tenth anniversary of the Turkish
Republic, A rccerption was held by the Turkish Minister
in BAGHD!D while in TURKEY the cclebrations lasted three
days and a special feature was thc broadcast of speeches
throughout the country on the benefits which have been
bestowed by the Republic. A military réview, in which
a whole Army Corps took part, was heldfat ANK..Ri. and the
drill and bearing of the troops is reported to have been
excellent. It was noticeable that the representatives
of the U.S.S.R. were treated as the chief guests of hon-
our throughout the celebrations.

46. There is no doubt that under Mustafa Kemal's
regime, TURKEY has during the past ten years made rapid
strides along the path to westernisation. Much has
been done to improve communicstions, but in the more re-
mote districts, they still remain very primitive,

During 1933, 210,000,000 was voted for new railway con-
struction, and, although the expenditurc is to be spread
over a number of years, this represents a very large sum
for a country of TURKEY's limited resources. L new
port is to be constructed at EREGLI on the BL/ACK SEA at
a cost of £1,16C0,000 and in February, an asir scryice was
instituted betwsen ISTANBUL and ANK.RA,

47, On the 'IRiQ frontier, there have been.one or
two trivial ineidents, such as raids to steal a few
sheep, but, as in the matter of the RARZ.AN rebels,
referred to in paragraph 16 sbove, TURKEY has shown a
desire for friendly relations and a willingness to ob-
serve the Treaty of non-aggression#and bon-voisinage
entered into with 'IR\Q a few years ago.

48, 'IR.Q is naturally interested in the rapid
development of her neighbour in the north under the in-—
fluence of its military dictator. The reported strength
and efficiency of the Army and the enthusiasm for its
Alr Service, within recent years £5,000,000 has buen
collected by the Air League and handcd over to the Gov-
ernment for the purchase of military sircraft, have un-
doubtedly had an influence on 'IR.Q's determination to
augment her military strength to the limit of the
country's financial resources.

PERSIA, *

49, The situation caused by the abrupt cancella-
tion in November, 1932, of the Anglo-Persian 0il Com-

pany's concession was concluded by the grant of a new
concession to which royal assent was ;given on 29th May,

1933, PERSIA gained considerable financial advantages
whilst the Company received an extension of the conces-
s;on for thirty additional years, The original action

A
-
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of H.I.M. the Shah was taken as an indication of the
growing spirit of nationalism and independence in
PERSIA and so attracted considerabie interest in 'IRAQ.

50, Later in the year this spirit was reflected

in the BASIDU irncident. 3ince 1823, the British flag
has flowrn at BASIDU, a siall harbour in RISHI Island
used as a British Naval 3tation, and, after the removal
of the coaling station to HENJAM Island in 1913, a care-
taker was left at BASIDU to maintain the flag. On 31st
July, 1933, a party landed from a Persian sloop, hauled
down and tore the flag, telling the caretaker that if he
hoisted it again he would be shot., The outrage was dis-
covered by H,M.S. "Bideford" on Bbth August; the flag
was replaced and an armed guard put ashore. An official
apology was demanded from the Persian Government, which
reluctantly complied, denying all’ responsibility and
stating that the action was one of an irresponsible sub-
ordinate, This is improbable, for since 1926 the
Persian Government has shown an increasing interest in
BASIDU, whilst in 1928 armed occupation was threatened
and an attempt was made to collect customs dues.

51, In October, 1905, following the flag incident,
a further attempt was maue to establish customs rights.
The Mudir of Customs boarded a dhow in BASIDU waters

to inspect her Papers, stating that he was acting on
written instructions. He was arrested by the officer
in charge of the guard and a strong protest was lodged
by the British Government. The tone of the reply was
by no means conciliatory, asked GREAT RRITAIN to Justify
her armed intervention in Persian territory, and de-
manded redress, With the object of restoring British
prestige, the 1st Destroyer Flotilla was sent from the
MEDITERRANEAN for a cruise in the PIRSIAN GULF, 0il
was not poured on troubled waters by a very outspoken
article on the conditions in PuRSIA in the "Times" of
28th November to which the Shah took great exception,
and relations with GREAT BRIVAIN were thus somewhat
strained,

52. Teymourtache died in prison on October 3rd;

he had been the King's right hand man and with him res-
ponsible for the policy of reform which is working such
great changes in the country. Teymourtache was of

good family and was educated in PETROGRAD and his abil-
ity was proved in four successive Parliaments and later .
as Governor and Governor-General. When H,I.M. the

Shah decided to exercise more direct control of Govern-
uent through a Ministry of Court, Teymourtache was
selected as Minister. Teymourtache had advanced ideas
on education, emancipation of women and westernisation
generally;“with the full support of the King, he was
most active in promoting various schemes of reform and
came to be considered as the power benind the throne

but this led to his ultimate downfall. During his
visit to EUROPL in 1932, his enemies managed to under-
mine his position and news of his almost royal reception
in RUSSIA led ths Shah to suspect his personal aims,

On returning to P.R3IA, Teymourtache was dismissed from
office ana was subsequently arrested on charges of brib-
€ry and corruption, condemned to refund £16,000 and to
10 years imprisonment, but he failed to survive one year
of this senténce.
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53. The fall frou power of Yeyuwourtache, put no
check upon the Shah's Proglaue o refora and acvelop-
ment. The nost inpurtant Project fur the moment is
the construction of the Trans-Persian railway. In May
19353, a Danish-Swcdish company signed a contract for de-
livery byMarch, 1937, of the line from BANDER SHAH on
the CASPIAN to TEHRAN, whilc the portion from TFHRAN to
BANDER SHAHPUR is to be finished by March, 1939, be-
fore the Conpany undertosk the work, the portinns from
BANDER SHAH to SIAHI and from BANDLR SHAHPUR to SALE-
HABAD were complcted. One passenger train cach way is
run daily on ecach scetion, with freight trains to suit
trade and construction requirenents, The continuation
of these sections onwards to TLHRAN, however, prescnt
enormous enginecring difficulties particularly in the
north, and the problem of housing and feeding eight to
ten thousand workmen in that arca and maintaining them
in good health in such a malarial district is in itself
a big undertaking.,

54, The sum of 25 200,000, of which £75,000 has been
spent, voted for the year March 21st 1933 to March 20th
1934 four this railway is a big drain on the country's
resources, The monopnly law, by which imports can only
enter the country to balance produce exported, remains
in force although it has been somewhat modified and im-
Port quntas have been increased with a reduction in the
1list nf prohibited articles, This measure naturally
has the effect of restricting trade, but it has stimu-
lated home industry; two sugar rcfinceries are at work
and six othere are under construction, a cecment factory
is being built near TEIRAN, while a cotton spinning mill
at SHAHI is turning out articles suited to the requirc-
ments of the country and six >ther mills arc being
constructed, A number of winor industrics are also be-
ing developed, thoroughfarcs are buing widened in TEHRAN,
and new roads are bbing developed throughout the country,

In contrast t» this record of Progress, is the
marked inability of PER3IA tn maintain internal security
in the Provinces, and the lack nf control in districts
near the fronticr is a constant sourcc of anxiety to
'TRAQ. Banditry is rife and during 1933 the Persian
Army suffered a reverse on each occasinn when it was in
action, The principal method of pacification employcd
is by negotiation with the cutlaws of "terms of surren-
dertty Pailing the wurder of the bandit by trcachery,
he and his followers arc usually granted tracte of land
and a free pardon by the Persian Government., The negot-
iations are usually long and tortuous, as not only have
the lures of peace to be wore profitable than banditry,
Put the outlaw must also be convinced that he will live
to enjoy the fruits of diplonmacy, Attempts to raisge
beaceful tribes in aid of the Arny by presents of arus,
remission of taxes, and broniscs of other benefits, were
general.iy unsuccessful, but the offer was accepted by
Agha Beg Shara, a bandit. Joining the Persian Forces
with his followcrs, he led a raid into 'IRAN territory
accompanicd by unsuspecting Persian soldiers, and on his
return murdercd the officer with whom he had made terms
and returned once more to outlawry.
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By The lack »f aptitudc of the Persian Arny in
gucrilla warfare should nnt obscure the fact that scen
through 'Iragi eves and judged by their standards, it
is a prerful and well-equipped force. Accurate in-
formation about the Persian Army is difficult to cbtain,
but £2,102,000 was allortted for the upkeep of the fight-
ing forccs for the year c¢nding 20th March, 1954, and an
order for thirty Audax sireira®t has boon placed with
Messrs. Hawkers, “hie unc Wwtouly nad a big influence
on '"TRAQ'8 decisiin to Durec.ridy bhe Samc type of aero-
Plane and on the enthusiusw with wiilch the National
Service Bill was rcceived in her Parliaucnt,

b7 The future of PERSIA as 'IRAQ'S neighbour is
an interesting subject of spcculation. The progress
made during the past fcw ycars has buen most remarkable,
but since the dismissal of Teymourtache, H,I,M, the Shzah
has carried on Practically singlec—handed; he is reported
to be s sick man and liable to Fits nf ungnvernable rage
though these are Probably exaggeratcd by his ministcrs
when they wish to dissuade foreign diplomats from visit—
ing him, While education, industry and communications
have becn developing, the administration in outlying
districts has failed to keep pace and it is quite poss-
ible that the removal of the Shah's guiding hand would
be quickly followcd by a rapid detcrioration of the sit-
uvation throughout the country. LPersian raids into
'IRAQ which are now confined to the oceasional incursion
of a party of tandits would Probably become more serious
in character and neccssimte the reinforcement of police
and army detachments on the eastern frontier; on the
other hand the Possibility of organiscd invasion from
PLRSIA would beeome still more remote and the respon—
sibilitiecs of the Royal Air Trrce in 'TIRAQ would be
thercby dcereased,

SA'TDIA,

58, Diplomatic rclaticons with SA'UDIA were main—

tained on g friendly basis through)iut 1943, In May,

Shaikh Ibrahim, ibn Muhemmad ibn ifu'amar was appointed 2a'udian
reprcscntative in 'IRAQ in place of Rushaid Pasha, who had
been formerly nominated for this Pust; he arrived in

BAGHDAD on 24th June and was reecived in audicnce by Amir
Ghazi, as Regent, to whom he Presented his credentials.

69, Relations between fronticr officials wore main=-
tained on an amicable basis. The rainfall during the
winter perind 1932-33 was adecquate and, although thc
'Iragi nomads and semi-nomads moved ~ut to their cus-
tomary grazing areas in the vicinity of the 'IRAQ-NAJD
frontier, there was ample grazing for their flocks and
the usual bickering wrich arises when a scction is eom-
pelled, for economic reasons, to cross the fronticr

zone did not take place during the periocd under review,
A certain amount of inter-tribal stock looting occurrcd
during the pcrind when the Ruwalla of SYRIA and the
Aniza of 'IRAQ were brought into annual proximity in the
WADIAN Area, but no raids of a scrious nature were re-
ported, In Pebruary, 1963, Ibn Sa'ud's tax collectors
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crossed the frontier into 'IRAS in the vicinity of WADI
AR'AR with the intention of collecting grazing tax from
certain sections of the 'Irayi Aniza; tune matter was
referred through the Ministry of forcign Affairs to the
'Iraqi Legation at JEDDA ana thc party withdrew to the
Sa'udi side of the fronti.r witnout further incident.

At the end of May, 1955, tue Coumanaant of Police of the
Southern Descrt left on an oivficial visit to JAUR® wherc he
discussecd with Abdul Aziz as $udairi, the Governor of
the Province, the problem »nf intur-tribal raiding on

the 'IRAQ-NAJD border and thc mutual return of looted
stock; a broad basis of scttlcement was agreed upon and
subsequent meetings, accompanied by the inevitable de-
lays and arguments common to a tribal Msjlis, took place
during the remaining months of the year.

60. In BAGHDAD, H.M, the late King Faisal, who
appearcd to realisc that the association of the Hashimite
Family with the Rafada Revolt (organiscd in the summer of
1932 with the object of re-establishing the Hashimite
Pamily in the HEJAZ, and finally squashed by Ibn Sa'ud in
August of that yearS had brought him into rathcer undesir-
able prominence, viewed the abortive settlement of the
ASIR revolt and the subscguent steady deterioration of
relationships between the Imam Yahya and Ibn Sa'ud with
detached intercst. Visitors from SA'UDIA arriving in
BAGHDAD were always sure of a welcome and financial re—
compunse in respect of any information they brought,

but there was at no time any suggestion that H,M., King
Faisal had other than an academic, if vivid, intecrest

in thc problems that beset the rulcr of the neighbour-
ing statc of SA'UDIA. The death of King Faisal in
September precluded any active Participation on his

rart in affairs in ASIR, but the trend of cvents is

still followed with the kcenest intercst in Palace cir-
cles, and, though a pious hore is expressed that hostil-
ities may be avoided, there is little doubt that news

of a decisive rogersc to tne Sa'idi forces in ASIR would
be received with enthusiasu.

. 7 4 Possibly owing the Sa'udi Government's pre-
occupation with afrfairs in the south, but more probably
owing to lack of funds or any genuine intercst in the
rrojcct, no further progress was madec during 1933 with
the proposed pilgrim poute for mntar transport betwcen
'IRAQ and the HEJAZ; this, togethcr with other ambitious
schemes for internal expansion in SA'UDIA, including
the foundation of & State Bank and the construction of
the railroad between JEDDA snd MECCA, appear to have becen
dropped through lack of necessary funds. In SA'UDIA,
as in 'IRAQ, commcrcial intercsts appearcd to be centred
in the exploitation of 0il, ¢specially in the native
statcs adjacent tn the Pursian Gulf, whcre the represent-
atives of the Californian 0il Company have becn success—
ful in obtaining concessicns to the apparent exclusion
of the Anglo-Persian 0il Coupany.

3
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62, Although 'IRAQ has, since hcer relecasc from
the British Mandate in October, 1932, extended a sym-—
pathctic intcerest towards Arab Natinonalist aspirations
in PALTNSTINE, she has not considcred it nccuusary to
agsociate hersclf in any dircet manner witn movements
arising out of thc¢ various anti-Zionist demonstrations
which tock place in 1933 as a protest against Jewish
imnigration. The 'Irayli nationalist .press devoted a
great deal of attention to tae anti-Zionist woveaont,
but was ecareful to stress 1ts anti-3ritish aspuct in
preference to the Anti-Jewish onc. The most import-
ant cvent in PALESYINE, from tihe 'Iraqi point-of-vicw,
was the breakdown of 1neal contrnl in October, 1933,
when severe rioting took place in JRARUSALEM and was
Tollowed by similar demonstrations in the provincial
districts. The following bricf rcsumé of affairs in
PALESTINE indicatces the extent to which local politics
in 'IRAQ were influenced by these cxturnal disordcrs.

63, Early in 1933 fceling began to run high against
the heavy Jewish imnigration figurcs and the sale of land
to the Jews; there was much indignaticn with the Govern-
ment and an Arab non-party conference met in JERUSALEM

in March, Resolutions werc pass€d to adopt a policy of
non~co-opcration, to boycott British goods, and to raise
funds to prevent the purchasc of land by the Jews.

The Arab cxccutive was reviveu to form & governing body
forthese activities wnien, nowever, made little progress.

o4, The guestion of the e¢viction of Arabs from the
WADI HAWARITH district, an arca reserved for Jewish
settlement, although it was satisfactorily settlcd later,
aroused intense fecling in PALESYINE during the month of
June, and was rcflected in BAGHDAD ty numerous articles
in the local press and an abortive attempt to follow the
Palestinian leads and boycott Jewish goods. Numerous
socicties came into existence, of which the Young

Men's Congress and the Moslem~Christian Union were the
most active, The visit of King Faisal to PALESTINE, .
enroute for EUROPE, was a further outstanding event in
the pnlitical situation during tnis month, and revealed
an underlying desirec on the part of the Palestinian and
Syrian community for Pan-Arab unity; it also indicated
the confidence which certain sectiuns were prepared to
Place in the King of 'IRA3J as the recognised leader of
the Arab Nationalist movement,

65. The PALESTINE Government's report on immigration
was the signal early in October for intensc activity which
culminated on October 13th, in a demonstration of sHme
2,000 participants in JERUSALEM, This was suppressed by
the police. In spite of Government prohibition, the Arab
executive ordered strikes and demonstrations in all the
principal towns. From October 27th to Nevember 2nd the
Police were attacked and furced to fire on the mobs in
JATFA, HAIFA, NABLUS and TULKARAM, Casualties to the
police were one killcd and twenty-ecight wounded, whilst

of the rioters, twenty-six werc killed and about 200
injurcd, By November 3rd, the movement was broken and
the leaders arrested,
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66, It is significant that the violencc of the
rioters was dirceted solcely against the Police and not
the Jews., Of the latter, ten only were injurcd in an
acciaental clash with the ricters at HAIFA, Through-
out tne aisturbanceés,the British cfficered Arab police
were loyal and shoywvel great dcvotion to duty. Attempts
were made to organisc mectines in sympathy at MOSUL,
BAGHDAD and BASR\, tut mct vith little response for the
penple were far more intércsted in the domestic situ-
ation resulting from the death of Xing FMaisal and the
Assyrian troubles,

67, Events in neighbouring countries are n,tcd
with interest in 'IRAQ, but for the moment have very
little effect. It is notewortay that, during the
memorial service, which took place in BAGHDAD on 24th
October in accordance with Arab custuwm and on the
fortieth dey after the burial of the late King Faisal,
it was left to the delegates from PALESTINE and TRANS-
JORDAN to champion, in a variety of lengthy spceches,
the cause of Arab unity, The 'Iragis themsclves
listened with polite and academic intercst to the opin-
ions of their visitors, but there is little d-ubt that
the speeches made on this snlemn nccasinn brought home
to them a very definite realisation ~f the considcrable
degree of emancipation they had alrecady attaincd. The
econsolidation of their own position became a matter of
greater importance than the encouragement of National-
ist aspirations in others. To say that the Pan-Arab
movement is dead would be equivalent to saying that

the average Englishman is nnot pro-British. Thus, when
Haji Amin left JERUSALEM in May on a visit to 'IRAQ and
INDIA, he was accordecd the welcome due to him as Grand
Mufti, but his appeal for funds to found a Moslen Uni-
versity met with little response in BAGHDAD, Revivals
in Pan-Arsbianism at the mowent denote that some party
considers it may help their own interests; King Faisal
supported the movement as he hoped it might help to the
throne of SYRIA and XKing Ghazi may follow in his foot-
steps; Abbas Hilmi, the ex-Khedive, is a supporter for
he probably hopes it may prove a source of irritation
t» King Puad; Adil Arslan, Ihsan al Jabiri, and others
may be deseribed as professional nationalists to whom
the French pnsition in SYRIA is a constant source of
annoyance and they consider that Pan-Arabianism may be
a means to remove it,. Thus, though the Pan-Arab move-
ment is not dead and even shows signs »f rc¢vival in
PALESTINE, it seems unlikely fur the present to become
of much importance to the situatiun in 'IRAQ.

SYRLQ.

68, 'IRAQ has always taken more interest in the
affairs of SYRIA than in those of her other neighbours,
partly because the late King Faisal had rcigned for a
short time in DAMASCUS and undoubtedly hoped to &9 so
again, and alsc because, while both countries were under
mandate, it was easy to compare conditions in the two
and the nationalist parties in each had similar aspir-
ations,. During the past year, therefore, although 'IRAQ
has been chicfly occupicd with her own affairs, events
acrnss her westecrn fronticr have attracted sympathetic
interest.
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69, During his last ycar of office, M. Ponsot,
the late High Commissinncr who lcft for FRANCE on 2nd
July, sparcd no effort to arrangc a trcaty for SYRIA on
the lines nf the 'Iragi-British Treaty, and, during the
lattcr part of his regime, his decalings with the Syrian
raticrnalist party showed gruat indulgence and werc in
strong contrast with his unsynpathetic attitude towards
the domestic difficultiss ~f the Lebanese Republic.
Unfortunately, his conziliatory attitude was judged by
the Syrians to be due t»n weakness, while in the LEBANON
he estranged cven the Christian elements who had pre-
viously been the strongest supporters of the French
Mandate,

70. Ms Ponsot was appointed to SYRIA in 1926

just after the Druse Rebellinn had been stamped out and
was faced with a very d€ifficult situation, for the
Syrians owing to their sympathy with the Druse were
distinctly hostile to the French. By means of a con-
ciliatory attitude, M. Ponsot managecd to re-establish
order and security, and, at the end of 1930 an organic
law was passed defining SYRIA as a Republic with one
Chamber, The elections held at the end of the follow-
ing ycar had to be abandconed owing to riots in DAMASCUS,
and, when resumed, practically at the point of the
bayonet, resulted in a moderate majority government
with Mohammed Ali Bey as Prcsident,

71i. M. Ponsot was kept sc busy in SYRIA that he

had little time to spare f.r the affairs of the LLEBANON
where a republican governaent had been formed in great
haste by his predecessor just before his departure and
was rapidly reducing the country to a state of chaos,
which the Lebanese attributed to rotten French admin-
istration. Eff>rts in SYRIA proved asbortive, owing to
the insistecnce of the nationslists that a Treaty for
SYRIA was impossible unless LATAKIA and the JEBEL DRUSE
were included. Alweys e poor sailor, M. Ponsot's
health failed whenever political waters became troubled;
at the end of March, 1933, the French Chamber had in-
structed him to conclude a Treaty without delay, but by
the end of May no progress had bcen made; after six
weeks in bed, the doctors prescribed a complete rest and
M. Ponsot left for FRANCE with his task unaccomplished.

72 Count Damien de lMartel landacd at BEIRUT on
12th October and at once managed to convey the impression
that a new regime had started. Quite svon he was given
an opportunity of showing his mettle for grossly ex-
aggerated reports were rcqeived about the anti-Govern-
ment demonstrations in PALESTINE describcd in paragraph
€5 above,. A demonstretion in sympathy took place in
DAMASCUS on 3rd November, and an attempt was made to
loot a police station, but French armed f rces were
rresent in great strength, the mob was fired upon and
dispersed rapidly,. Attenpted demonstrations in TYRE,
SIDON, TRIPOLI and LATAKIA were dispersed without
serious incident,
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7S Coynt de Martel then produccd the expected
trcaty Which was signcd by French and Syrian represcnt-—
ativts nn 16th November, but when it was sent for rati-
ficati~n pandcmoniun brokc lonse in the Chamber of
Dethities, and the High Commicsioncr adjourncd Parliamcent

¢ for four days. The day before it was due to rcassemble,
“the High Commissioncr wrote to the President to the
cffcet that the Chailcr was obviously too incxpericnced
to uss8 such 23 ey o &1 b wmatter; the treaty was
withdrawn and sa » tiie Chauber prohibitcd,

74, The wcrding of the proposcd treaty was very

, 8inilar to that of the 'Iragi-British treaty, but the
rcal substance was containcd in protocels "A" and "B",
which reserved the most important pointe £0r futurc
settlement. The nationalists insist that unl€ss
LATAKIA and the JEBEL DRUSE arc united to SYRIA, the
economic situation of the last would be quite impossible.
The Trench slso proposed to retain contrnl of the eustons
and guarantine revenue, and the Syrians believe that they
will be saddled with the heavy cost f ¥rench military
occupation not only in the future, but for the past 14
years as wecll, v

75, The next move in SYRIA is awaited with interest
in BAGHDAD, There arce rumdsurs that the French arc

not now aversec to the establishment of a monarchy, and
that ex-King Ali is a strong candidate for the throne,
but it appears to be unlikcly that they would regard
with favour the adjacent countrics of SYRIA and IRAQ
both under a rulet of the Hashimite family.

(Signed) J.L. VACHELL§:

Wing Commandcr,
Air Staff Intelligcnce,
Air Headquarters, 'Irag.

BRITISH
Avydan
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