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"ملف 32/10 (4/18) ممارسات إحياء ذكرى محرّم"

المكتبة البريطانية: أوراق خاصة وسجلات من مكتب الهند المؤسسة المالكة

IOR/R/15/2/819 المرجع

٠٦ مارس ١٩٣٩-١٤ ديسمبر ١٩٤٤ (ميلادي) التاريخ/ التواريخ

الإنجليزية في اللاتينية لغة الكتابة

ملف واحد (٤٥ ورقة) الحجم والشكل

غير معروف حق النشر

حول هذا السجلّّ

يحتوي الملف على مراسلات متعلقة بممارسات إحياء ذكرى محرّم التي يؤديها الشيعة في البحرين.
يتعلق جزء كبير من المراسلات بالجوانب اللوجستية لهذه الممارسات، بما في ذلك تفاصيل عن طرقها.

وتناقش المراسلات على وجه الخصوص رغبة الأجانب المقيمين في البحرين في الاشتراك في الممارسات
المذكورة، وما ترتب على هذه الرغبة. في هذا السياق، يحتوي الملف على نسخة عن "تعليمات لكل من

يرغب في حضور ممارسات إحياء ذكرى محرّم القادمة" كتبها تشارلز بلجريف، مستشار حكومة البحرين،
(صص. ١٧-١٨). مرفق أيضًا خريطة لوسط المنامة تبين المنطقة التي جرت فيها ممارسات إحياء ذكرى

محرّم (الورقة ٢).

يحتوي الملف أيضًا على تقرير بلجريف عن الاضطرابات التي حدثت خلال ممارسات إحياء ذكرى محرّم

صفحة الغلاف
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Confidential 

D.O. No. C/151 lated the 6 th March 1939. 

I gather there was a good deal of objection this 

year on the part of the Shias to the large congregation 

of foreigners, mostly Americans and Europeans, who came 

down to photograph the somewhat unpleasant ecstasies of 

the Muharram processions 5 and that as a result the ̂hias 

decided at the last minute to change their route and to 

avoid the main square. T hear also that several Europeans 

and Americans pursued the processions into the side streets 

and that one or two minor scuffles ensued, though in point 

of fact no official complaints have been made either to 

myself or to the Oil Company by the people involved. 

2. Though the cessation of these gory spectacles would 

be admirable from every point of view, it is obvious that 

this is not the way to put an end to them; and it seems to 

me fortunate that none of the European or American camera 

fiends got badly hurt this year. I think it would be rather 

tooA 

C. Dalrymple Belgrave, Esquire, C.B.E., 

Adviser to the Bahrain Government, 
Bahrain. 

٥ المرجع: IOR/R/15/2/819 حق النشر: رخصة حكومة مفتوحة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100025860868.0x000006 :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100025860868.0x000006?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


"ملف 32/10 (4/18) ممارسات إحياء ذكرى محرّم" [٣ظ] (٩٠/٦)

٦ المرجع: IOR/R/15/2/819 حق النشر: رخصة حكومة مفتوحة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100025860868.0x000007 :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100025860868.0x000007?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


"ملف 32/10 (4/18) ممارسات إحياء ذكرى محرّم" [٤و] (٩٠/٧)

- 2 - 

© i 
v 

too optimistic to expect similar lucky results in future 

and, if you agree with me, X propose to write to the Oil 

Company saying that the numbers of Europeans and Americans 

watching and photographing the processions must be very 

strictly limited (I have the number 25 in mind): and that 

they must go direct to the central square by a fixed route, 

stay there until the processions are over — whether or not 

they enter the square and return by the same fixed route* 

It would be unreasonable, I think, to prevent people going 

about their business on the tenth day of Muhurram in the 

main streets, but I should like also to restrict them to 

certain specified streets and roads# 

3# Ail this may saem a little harsh, but it is of the 

utmost importance to obviate the possibility of serious 

incidents involving the local and Persian Shias on the one 

hand and Europeans or Americans on the other# 

4 . I have already informed the Oil Company managers 

verbally that I have something of this sort in mind and 

they appeared to welcome it# 

vours sincerely. 
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Confidential. 

D.O. No. 179/9-A. 
Bahrain, March 16, 1939. 

/ \ 
Dear Weightman, 

I agree with the views expressed in your C/151 
a dated 6th March 1939 on the subject of the Muharram 

procession. 
2. The objection was almost entirely to the 

taking of photographs although the Shias also spoke 
of people laughing at the procession which is, of 

course, from their point of view, unsuitable. 

3. As for the possibility of the procession 

ceasing, I think it is more likely to increase as 

it has become larger every year for the last five 

or six years. This year, for the first time, there 

were processions outside Manamah^on the llth^and the 

village Bahama began to do the sword business. 

4. from what I have heard since the event, I 

understand that nobody would object to Europeans and 

Americans looking on - in any number - provided that 

no cameras were used and that the spectators behaved 

suitably. 
5. It is dangerous for Europeans and Americans 

to mix with the procession in the narrow lanes, people 

are liable to get struck by swords accidentally and 

if they appear to be laughing at the procession they 

are likely to be hit deliberately. I entirely agree 

that this might lead to serious incidents. 

H. leightman, Esquire, I.C.S., 
H.B.M’s Political Agent, 
Bahrain. 

Yours sincerely, 

. OiliClJLJL J JulOv^U.J.a.w^ 
Political Agent, 
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Confidential 
br 

B.O. No. C/180-12/18 Dated the 21st March 1939. 
t 

Seme days ago I mentioned to the Managers of the Company 
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alike should be very strictly limited^ but I understand now 

that the Shias object not so much to the numbers of spectators 
as to their cameras and to the unsuitable behaviour of many 
of them in laughing at the (admittedly absurd) contortions in 

which the Shias indulge. On one or two points I am quite 

definite; i.e. spectators can only be allowed to assemble in 

the central square, which they must approach or leave by certain 

specified routes; no one must carry a camera: and no one must 

follow the processions into the side streets; if cameras are 

brought they will be taken by the Police, and similarly any 

one following the processions into the side streets will be 

liable to instant arrest. Subject to these desiderata I am 

prepared to fall in with any suggestions that the Company may 

themselves wish to make in regard to the numbers of passes 

which they would issue for spectators. I hope it will be 

possible to restrict the numbers coming across from Saudi 

/rabia since after all there is no particular reason why they 

should come here for the processions, but otherwise I do not 

feel very strongly on this point -- except that I trust that 

the Managers will make their proposals with due reference to 

the fact that the more spectators come down from the Camp the 

more difficult it is to ensure that none of them have cameras. 

Incidentally I should perhaps say here that I will take 

identical/- 

j 

i 

s 
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Identical steps so far as residents in Manama are concerned 
for the prevention of photographing and of unseemly behaviour# 
3# There is one other point to be considered# Naturally 

one does not wish to impose any interference on people going 
about their legitimate business on the tenth day of Muharram f 
but it is clearly desirable that Europeans} Americans and 
Indians should be required to use certain roads only in Manama 
on that day in fact only the main streets, 
4# Would you be good enough to let me have the views of 

your Company on this matter as soon as possible ? 

Yours sincerely, 

f 4 

i 

\ 
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The Bahrein petroleum company limited 
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HI' 3' 3 ? 

Awali, 
Bahrein Island, Persian Gulf, 
March 23rd, 1939. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Reference your Confidential letter D.O. #C/180 
- 12/18 of 21st March, 1939. 

The Company is quite in agreement with the 

policy outlined in the letter under reply of restricting 

numbers permitted to view Muharram processions in future 

and will take steps to see that cameras are not taken 

into the square, some member of the Personnel Staff being 

stationed at the entrance to control this. The number 

permitted to view the procession could be restricted to 

say 100 or any other reasonable number that you may 

suggest. 

of the streets that will be open on 10th Muharram to 

Europeans, etc., a map can be produced which will be 

circulated with the warning that failure to keep to 

the prescribed streets, or possession of cameras near 

the procession might lead to arrest. 

If previous notice is given to the Company 

Yours very truly, 

His Britannic Majesty’s 
Political Agent, 
BAHRAIN. 
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Confidential 

D.O* No. C/202-12/18 Oiited tlie 28th ] arch 1939. 

i • 

I- 
Will you please refer to the correspondence resting 

with your demi-official letter No. 1^9/9-A dated the 16th 

Uarch 1939 on the subject of the Muharram processions 7 y/ 
^ 

2. 1 enclose herewith copies of my letter No. C/180 

dated the 21st I arch 1939 to Black and his reply of the 

23rd Ktarch. 

3. Would you be good enough to say exactly what route 

spectators will have to follow in going to and leaving the 

central square, and what other roads should, in your opinion, 

be regarded as "open” for Europeans and .Americans cn future 

1 'uharram procession days. 

4 . I will then draft "orders" for the future end send 

them to you for your concurrence, so that they are ready tor 

issue both to the Oil Company and in Panama next year. 

Yours sincerely, 

L 
C. Dalrymple Belgrave, Esquire, C.B.E., 

Adviser to the Bahrain Government, 
Bahrain, il 

•Jr>• 
.... 
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GOVERNMENT OF BAHRAIN. 

Confidential* 

Bahrain, April 9, 1939* 
D*Q. 369/9A/20. 

Dear Weightioan, 
Heference your D.O. C/202-12/18 dated £8th 

March 1939 regarding Muharram procession* 
The bazaar between the central square and 

the sea is not used by the processions. I suggest 
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Confidential 

© 
(0 

0.0. No. C/238-12/18 Dated the 12th April 1939 

Your deaii-*official letter No. 369/9A/20 dated the 

9th April 1939. 

2. In order to avoid any future difficulties could the 

Land Department prepare a sketch in triplicate showing the 

areas "in" and "out of bounds" ? 

Yours sincerely f 

C. Dairymple Belgrave y Ksquire, C.B.E*, 
Adviser to the Bahrain Government 

Bahrain. 

7 
" 
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0.0. So. C/356-12/18 

The Slat Hay 1939. 

-S' \0 
My demi-official latter No* 

0/23$, dated the 12th April 1939* 

2# Could I have the sketch asked 
for if it is ready ? 

Yours sincerely, 

Bahrain* 
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GOVERNMENT OF BAHRAIN 

LAND DEPARTMENT. 

© 

Confidential. 

No.D.O. ^ /6. 

Dated //A J/Awwal, 1358. 

June, 1939• 

Dear Weightman, 

Reference your D.O. No.0/238-12/18 

JL of the 12th Apriil 1939. 
ft + ^ AS' 

I enclose herewith two blud prints. 
The Muharram Square and the two roads leading 
to it from the bazaar, hashed in red, shall 

be open to public and the rest of the area, 
hashed in yellow, shall be out of bounds. 

Yours Sincerely, 

H. Weightman, Esquire, I.C.S., 
H. B. M'S Political Agent, 
Bahrain. 

t- At . 

4.7- ^ 
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LAND REGISTRATION DEPARTMENT. 

Confidential. 

No. D.0. kvb /6. 

Dated, f/ft J/’EP^T, 1358. 
iiXsnuL. 

193S. 

V 

Reference your D.O. No. C/238/12/18 of the 

12th April 1939. 
1*4 

I enclose herewith two blue prints. The 

Muharram Square and the road leading to it from 

the bazaar, hashed in red, shall be open to public 

and the rest of the area, hashed in yellow, shall 

be out of bounds. 

Yours Sincerely, 

0 

H. Weightman, Usquire, I.C.S., 
H. B. M’s Political Agent, 
Bahrain. 

Y.Z. 
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iMr 
D.O.ao.C/476-12/18. The 15th August 1939* 

Will you ,1 refer to eorrespormence ending 

with your eonfidenoiri letter di ted the 23rd March 1939 

to dr. ̂viguti^aii on the subject of uliih&rram processions* 

ths attached copy of the instructions to be observed by 
those v.rio wish so be ..resent at fch^-se proceedings in 

future* The xrvp referred to in the instructions Is 

also enclosed. Vould y /u pl-'-ss>r. return w 'i. £ fter you 
have taken copies ? 

3. The date of the next MuharrcOB procession will 

be about the 19th r ...Dru..ry 1940« • \ 

2 * The Political h-s asked me go sene you 

Yours sincerely. 

/ 

j.S* Black, hspuire, 

Chief Local Representative, 

The Bahrain Petroleum Company Limited, 

Mali 

٣١ المرجع: IOR/R/15/2/819 حق النشر: رخصة حكومة مفتوحة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100025860868.0x000020 :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100025860868.0x000020?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


"ملف 32/10 (4/18) ممارسات إحياء ذكرى محرّم" [١٦ظ] (٩٠/٣٢)

٣٢ المرجع: IOR/R/15/2/819 حق النشر: رخصة حكومة مفتوحة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100025860868.0x000021 :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100025860868.0x000021?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


"ملف 32/10 (4/18) ممارسات إحياء ذكرى محرّم" [١٧و] (٩٠/٣٣)

I 

\, 
'k; f fw -*• 

^ 
: 

't 

\ 
i 

j 

% k-' 

insuwonom to be observed by those mo wish to be PRESENT AT FUTURE MUHAERAM PROCESSIONS 

For general convenience, nnd in order to prevent the 

complaints raised in previous years by the Bhia Comsiunity of 

Bahrain, the following instructions are issued for all 

Europeans, Americans, and other non-Moslem foreigners wishing 
to be present at the Muharram procession at Manama. 
2, All persons wishing to see the Muharram procession will 

be allowed to do so only in the central square which is marked 
in red on the attached map* 
3* The Bal&daya (Municipal) office compound, where 

spectators cars are to be parked, and the route to be followed 
to reach the central square from the car park are also shown 
in red on the attached map. 

Any person using any other method of approach from the 
car park to the square or any person leaving this route and 

going into any side street will be liable to arrest, 
4, The following routes, which will be marked by signs, are 

to be followed by vehicles (1) arriving at and (2) leaving the 

Baladaya office compound. 

(i) Arrivalj- From the Eastern side of Manama by the road 

passing between the Adviserate and the Agency and by Prior 
Road. 

(S) Departure*- By Prior Road - in a westerly direction. 

Any person attempting to reach the car park by any other way 
will be turned back. 

5, Spectators sre forbidden to bring cameras. The cameras 
of any person disregercing this instruction will be confiscated 

by the Police who will not be responsible for any damage done to 

them while in their possession. 
6, All persons intending to be present at the procession are 

enjoined to remember that unseemly behaviour in any form, 

particularly laughing at or in any way making fun of the 

i I 

t 
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Dated the 14th February 1940 

/ 
The attached notice fs circulated for 

information. 

Political Agent, Bahrain. 

Squadron Leader K.B. Coates, H.A.F, 

Lieut-Commander H.S. Lyni)^, B.N. 

Dr. H. Holmes, M.B.B. 

C. C.L. de Grenier, Esq. 

Captain A.C. Byard 
W.B. Steele, Esq. 
D. H. Furber, Esq. . 

C.R.L, Adrian Vallance, Esq. ArV. 
Dr. M.M. McDowell 

J.M. Campbell, Esq 
G.W.H. Smith, Esq. 

> 
*7. M ♦ Leared Esq. 
3 >.^. Findlay, Esq. 

E.V. Packer, Esq. 
B. H. Lermitte, Esq^ 
T.W. Hutton, Esq. 
C. Rodstrom, Esq. 
M. Gunn, Esq, 

-^'Courts, Esq. 

C.Gahan, Esq. 
L. Harding, Esq 

CL. B- Coombes, Esq. 

i c ■ I- f y ̂u/CfjK u 1 ̂ 
uJ 

\ 
Dr. W.H. Storm. 

Rev. de Jong 
Rev. Father Lewis 

j.m Stewart-Wartley, Esq. 
lildv/ard Moore. 

^Mcquari^, Esq. 

"T• 

Head of the Hindii Community 

Secretary,Bahrain Sports Club 

Secretary, Cable & Wireless 
Ltd. Club. 

Secretary,Bahrain Cricket 
Club 

jrz~* 
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Muharram will fall this year towards the end of 

January. As P.A is aware Muharram in Bahrain is an 

occasion for a somewhat disgusting exhibition by the 

processionists from the various mahtams who cut themselves 
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Confidential 

D.O. No. C/932 

0 

Dated the 1st December 1940* 

/V' 
I forward herewith a copy of a useful note 

by Hallows which I would be grateful if you could 

consider after which we might discuss the possibilities 
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n - i 

Confidential* 

D.O. Mo. C/1693-9^.. 

> O 
Dear alban, 

Ref. your D.O. C/932 dated 1st December 1940 

Thank you for sending me Hallows's note on 

Muharram processions. “'1' 
The Shias taking part in it and most of the 

spectators look upon it as a religious demonstration, 
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- 2 - 

a non-Moslem or even a Sunni to try to confine this 
demonstration to inside the Matems might well be 

deliberately misinterpreted by mischief makers as 
interference in religious observances. 

The people who might be able to effect some 

change are the Shia ̂adis but I doubt whether they 
would be willing to incur the odium of the public. 

Some of the Bahrain Matems do not join the procession 
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i 

List °L name s,,, of Persian personalities in Bahrain . 
Iranian subjects 

1. Muhammad Tayib Khunji 
2. Muhammad Jamal Khunji 
3. Agha Muhammad Tahir al Sharif. 
4. Khalil Murtaza Dawani 
5. Abbas Abul Qasim Shirazi 
6. Abbas Kazaruni 

7. Rais Ismail Awazi 
8. ^bdul Moor Bastaki 

9. Abdul Rahim bin Muhammad Koheji 
10. Husain Ali Kazim Busheri.- 
11. Muhammad Rafi Karmustaji. 
12. Haji Yusuf Delumi 

Bahrain Subjects 

1. Yusuf Ali Akbar Ali Reza. 
2. , Mahmood Abdul Kabi Busheri 
3. Shaikh Ishaq Bastaki 

Naturalised British subject 

Haji Muhammad Tahir Khunji. 
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Dated 1st February 1941*. 

/ 
The attached notice Is circulated for 

information. 

Lt. Commender E.A.May R.N. 
Lt. Com m nder A.R.M.Baines 
BA' /Id GOVERNMENT . 

C.D.Belgrave, C.B.E. BA* 
C. C. ̂.DeGrenier 
ft.B.oteele " 

H.D.Furber fW; 
Dr. R. II. 7 . Snov^-f^ • 

Dr.M.M. Me Dowell jP 
Miss Hr riot tie l . k-.ft 
C.R.L. Adrian Valla nee 

(and Staff) 
CABLE & TIRELESS LTD. \ 7 
C.E. Gahan 
R.B.Coombes 
T.J.P. Neely 
(and Staff) ^ 

B. Q.A.C . 
R.M.C. Dobbs 

C. H.W.Rice 

E.H.Macquari 
T. A. Millard 
and staff. 

I'h 
- 

' 

for Political Agent, Bahrain. 

C.A.S.O.C.S . 

C.A.Rodstrom (and Staff) 
P.C. T u. 
E.V. Packer 
B.H.Lermitte 
MESSRS GRAY MACKENZIE . 

G.V.R. Smith 
J.H. Leered 
V.C. Tilton 
D. A--. Fi-nd-lay 
ROYAL AIR FORC 

(end staff) 

(and staff) 

Wing Commander K.R.Coates 
OESERWTCRY. 
Asrar Hussain Rizvi and staff 

POST OFFICE . 
Kanwar Singh and staff. 

VICTORIA MEMORIAL HOSPITA HQSPITA Ip 
P.E. Jw* Captain R. Holmes M.I 

MISCELLAPg.OUS . ^ 

Bahrain General Merchants’ Asscn. 

Bahrain Sports Club. 
Bahrain Cricket Club, 
Cable £ Wireless Club. 

\ Head of Hindu Community. 

MISSION HOSPITAL . 
Dr. V. H. Storm. vl ■ 

£ Wff, 
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T), 

Dated 24th January, 1942. 

The attached notice is circulated for 
information. Iaa. < 

for Political Agent, Bahrain. 

BAHBAIN GCVEHK1-.SNT GRAY MACKENZIE & CO., 
Mr. C .D.Belgrave ,C .B.E., J/V. IT. J.H. Campbell. 
Mr. C.C.L.de Grenier. Mr. J.H. Leared./ 
Mr. 7. B. Ste e le . tfjj Mrs. Lea red. ^ 

Mrs. Steele. ROYAL AIR FORCE. 
Dr. R.H.3. SnowW^^l^ Major H.T. Hewitt. 
Mrs. Snow. VICTORIA MEMORIAL HOSPITALV - - \ 
Miss K.M. Harbottle. Dr. M.L.A. Steele. ) 
Mr. F.J. 7akelin. Mrs. Steele. J 

Mr. G.E. Hutchings. AMERICAN MISSION. 
CABLE & WIRELESS. Rev. G.D. Van Peursem 

Mr. C.E. Gahan. tX Mrs. Van Peursem. 
Mr. J .’7. Mil lest# A Dr. P.’W. Harrison. 
Mr. L.L. Harding. Mrs. Harrison. 
Mr • G .W. Watson. Dr. B. I. Barney. 

Miss R. Jackson. 

Miss Bakker. 

Dr. Maikerk. 

Mrs. Naikerk. 

BRITISH OVERSEAS AIRWAYS GOR PCRATION OBSBTWA'TCRV. 

Mr. Haidar & staff. 

POST OFFICE. 

Mr. A.B. Ginns. 

Mr. E . B. Row c li f f e . 

Mr. L.G. Vadsley. 
Mrs. Vadsley. 
GAIIFCRHIA AR^BIAM STIFDARD OIL GO., 
Mr. C.A. Rodstrom. 

PBTROIBUM CONCESSIONS LTD.? 

Mr. E.V. Packer. 

Mr. B.H. Lermitte. 

f */ • ̂  . 
Mr.Kanwar Singh and staff. 

MISCELIANEOUS . 

Bahrain General Merchants 1 Asscn. 

Bahrain sports Club. 

Bahrain Cricket Club. 

Cable & Vire_less Club 

Head of Hindu Community. 

IT 
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Confidential. 

D.O. No. k'H./SF. Bahrain, Feby. 1, 1943. 

f 
c 

I enclose a note on the recent disturbance 

during the Muharram procession. We are dealing 
with the case in the Bahrain Court, and I expect for 
to be hearing it/several days. 

E. B. Wakefield, Esquire, I.C.S., H.B.M’s Political Agent, 
Bahrain. 
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During the first ten days of the month of 

Muharram the Shias in Bahrain who constitute over 

half of the population hold readings in their Matems 

every evening. In Manamah there are about a dozen 

large matems^capable of holding several hundred men 

and smaller matems exist in every village, A matem 

is a building which resembles a church hall in an 

English village. It is partly a religious building 
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which produces the most elaborate procession. Each 

procession carries out a kind of "follow my leader" 

visiting all the other matems in turn. The men 
enter the matem and circle round several times and 
then pour out into the street. 

This practice seems to have existed for about 
25 years, before then processions were not allowed 

by the Khalifah Shaikhs either at night or by day. 
His Highness Shaikh Hamad, although a Sunni, is very 
broadminded and averse to interfering in any way with 

the religious liberty of his people. Every year 
he lends some of his horses and camels to take part 
in the procession. The band of the State Police 

has taken part in the procession for several years. 

Although many of the incidents and the figures represented 
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On the eighth night of Muharram, this month, 
the usual processions started out from the matems 

accompanied by the police most of whom were armed 

with lathis * A reserve party of police with rifles 

were stationed in a lorry on the edge of the matem 

neighbourhood. It appears, though there is as yet 
no definite proof of this, that the headmen of "matem 

bin Rejab" were on bad terms with one of the leaders 

of the Persian matem. The police had no knowledge 
of this at the time# 

At the time when the disturbance took place 
the Bin Rejab procession was accompanied by Sub- 

Inspector ^Abdulkarim, himself a Shia. Fearing 

that the Bin Rejab procession would enter one of 

the lanes where the Persian procession was still 

passing Sub Inspector Abdulkarim diverted the head 

of the procession in another direction. This annoyed 

the Bahama and they tried to force their way down 

a narrow alley to the lane where the Persians were 

marching# A number of them succeeded in doing this, 
Abdulkarim and one or two policemen were caught between 
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to them that Mahmood bin Abdulnabi had been killed 

by the Bin Rejab people* During the fighting the 

torches and lamps were hurled to the ground, oil 

spilt and caught fire and this added to the general 
confusion. The whole incident however only lasted 

a few minutes and when I arrived, at midnight, everything 
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obey all directions given to them by the police, 
that they would be responsible if any trouble took 

place and that no weapons would be carried. Three 
of the Bahama matems agreed to these conditions and 

appeared on the 10th as usual. The heads of the 
Persian matem and the Bin Rejab matems refused the 
conditions and took no part in the procession. 

Proceedings against 19 persons, Bahrain subjects, 
are now proceeding in the Bahrain Court but the case 
is difficult to deal with as owing to the darkness 

and the general confusion it was difficult at the 

time for the police to recognise the men who were 

most aggressive. Several people seem to have taken 

the opportunity to get their own back on others with 

whom they were on bad terms and the evidence is difficult 
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to cause a disturbance* In the day time people 
who misbehave can be «e recognised but at night 
this is difficult and the cover of darkness provides 
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\ Confidential 

D»0* No. C/147 Dated the 3rd February 1942. 

/ / 
Many thanks for the note on the recent Muharram 

disturbance which you sent with your demi-official letter 

No. 82/SF dated the 1st February 1942. Your note makes 

the whole background to the incident very clear, and 

enables one to view the incident itself in its proper 

perspective. 

Yours sincerely. 

C. Dalrymple Belgrave, Esquire, C.B.S., 

Adviser to the Bahrain Government, 
Bahrain. 
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Confidential 
No. 

v,, m i HI rz - 

C/148 

The Pohtical Agent, Saliraia, Presents his compliments to 

The Honourable the Political Resident 
in the Persian Gulf, 

Bushire, 

and has the honour to send him a copy of the undermentioned document ( s ) 

for information. 

The Agency, 
BAHRAIN, Persian Gulf 

Dated 
3 rd" February' 194 2. 

Reference to previous correspondence : 

Description of Enclosure 

Name and Date. Subject 

il 

Note by the Adviser 

on the Muharraii 

the night o 

1 

to the Bahrain Government 

disturbances on 

the 26th January 
942 . 

e 

4 

Vs 
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Dated the 13th January 1943. 

The attached notice is circulated for information. 

\r 

BAHR/\IN GCV EHN!:SNT. 

Mr. C.D. Belgrave, C.B.E. 

Mr. C.C.L. de Grenier. 

Mr.W.B. Steele. 

Mrs. Steele. 'a\\ 
Dr. R.H.B. Snow 

Mrs. Snow. ̂ 

Miss N.M. Harbottle. 

Mr. F.J. Wakelin. 

Mr. G.E. Hutchings. 5 

Dr, I.M.A. Doeg. W 

CABLE WIR ELESS LTD. 

Mr. C.E. Gahan. I 

Mr. J.W. Millest. 

Political Agent, Bahrain. 

GRAY MACKENZIE & CO. 

Mr. L.L. Harding. 

EASTERN BANK LTD. 

Mr. M. Gunn. 

Mrs. Gunn. 

Mr. «T.M. Campbell. 
Mr. J.H. Leared. rvw /*/ 

Mrs. Leaned. 

ROYAL A I R FORCE . 

Squadron-Leader W.A.Cha s e. 

VICT ORIA MEMORIAL HOSPITA L. 

Dr. M.L.A. Steele. 

Mrs. Steele. 

AMERICAN MISSION . 

Rev. G.D. Van Peursem 

‘Mrs. Van Peursem. 

Dr. P.W• Harrison. 

Mrs. Harrison. 6 l. u 

Dr, E.I.Barney 
Miss R. Jackson. £ 

^ 
Miss Bakker. 

OBSERVATORY . 

Mr. Haidar & Staff. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

BRITI SH OVER S EAS AI RV/AY S CCRPORA TION. Bahrain General Merchants 
Association, 

Mr. A.B. Ginns. 

CALIF ORNIA ARABIAN STANDARD OIL C O v . 

Mr. R.P. Reynolds. 
PETROLEUM CONCESSIONS LTD. 

Bahrain Sports 
Club^" 

Bahrain Cricket Club. 

Cable & Wireless Club. 

Head of Hindu Comunity.^*^^ ^4 
M' Mr. E.V. Packer 
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D.O.No. c/ V Political Agency, 

Bahrain, 12th December 1944, 

My dear Belgrave, 

Do you wish any special instructions to issue this 

year regarding spectators at the Muharram procession? 

Yours sincerely, 

C* Dalrymple Beigrave, Esq., C.B.S., Adviser to the Bahrain Government, 
Bahrain* 
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J 
D .0 •no . # 

31 
o 

Adviserate D o fim be r 14. 1944 

Reforenoe your D.G*No.C/1760 dated 12th 
December 1944, as the year before last very few 
Europeans were present at the Muharram procession 
and this year scarcely any Europeans attended I 
think it is unnecessary to issue special instructions 
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The Muhai*ram falls on the 6th Feb. May 

circularise the notice at p. 15 as usual ? 
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Muharram 

This Agency used to issue a'circular for the information 
of the public on muharram during previous years. However, 
last year it did not issue. May issue this year? 

The circular issued in 1943 is submitted for perusal# 

C&OiA skiu /f7& r 
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INSTRUCTIONS TO BS OBSERVED BY THOSE TOO WISH TO BE 
PRESENT AT FUTURE MUHARRAM PROCESSIONS. 

For general convenience, and in order to prevent the 

complaints raised in previous years by the Shia Community of 

Bahrain, the following instructions are issued for all 

Europeans, Americans, and other non-Moslem foreigners wishing 
to be present at the Muharram procession at Msnama. 

2. All persons wishing to see the Muharram procession will 
be allowed to do so only in the central square which is marked 
in red on the attached map. 

3. The Baladaya (Municipal) office compound, where 

spectators’ cars are to be parked, and the route to be followed 
to reach the central square from the car park are also shown 

in red on the attached map. 

Any person using any other method of approach from the 

car park to the square or any person leaving this route and 

going into any side street will be liable to arrest. 

4. The following routes, which will be marked by signs, are 

to be followed by vehicles (1) arriving at and (2) leaving the 

Baladaya office compound. 

(1) Arrival:- From the Eastern side of Manama by the road 

passing between the Adviserate and the Agency and by Prior 

Road. 

(2) Departure:- By Prior Road ̂ in a westerly direction. 

Any person attempting to reach the car park by any other way 
will be turned back. 

5. Spectators are forbidden to bring cameras, ’•‘■‘he cameras 

of any person disregarding this instruct:’on will be confiscated 

by the Police who will not be responsible for any damage done to 

them while in their possession. 
6 . All persons intending to be present at the procession 

are enjoined to remember that unseemly behaviour in any form, 

particularly laughing at or in any way making fun of the 

processions is strongly resented and must be avoided. 
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INSTRUCTIONS TO BE OBSERVED BY THOSE WHO WISH TO 3E PRESENT AT FUTURE MUHARRAM PROCESSIONS. 

For general convenience^ and in order to prevent the 
complaints raised in previous years by the Shia Community of 

Bahrain, the following instructions are issued for all 
j 

Europeans, Americans, and other non-Moslem foreigners wishing 
to be present at the T/bharram procession at Msnatna* 

2m All persons wishing to see the Muharram proceirsdon will 
be allowed to do so only In the central square which is marked 
in red on the attached map, 

3# The Boladaya (Municipal) office compound, where 

spectators* cars are to be parked, and the route to be followed 
to reach the central square from the car park are also shown 

in red on the attached map* 

Any person using any other method of approach from the 

car park to the square or any person leaving this route and 

going into any side street will be liable to arrest. 

4. The following routes, which will be marked by signs, are 

to be followed by vehicles (1) arriving at and (2) leaving the 

Baladaya office compound. 

(1) Arrival!- From the Eastern aide of Manama by the road 

passing between the Adviserate and the Agency and by Prior 

Road. 

(2) Departure:- By Prior Road - in a westerly direction. 

Any person attempting to reach the car park by any other way 
will be turned back. 

5. Spectators are forbidden to bring cameras. The cameras 

of any person disregarding this instruction will be confiscated 

by the Police who will not be responsible for any damage done to 

them while in their possession. 
6 . All persons intending to be present at the procession 

are enjoined to remember that unseemly behaviouar in any form, 

particularly laughing at or in any way making fun of the 

processions is strongly resented and must be avoided. 
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INSTRUCTIONS TO BE OBSERVED M THOSE V/HO WISH TO BE PRESENT AT FUTURE MJHARRAM PROCESSIONS. 

For general convenience, and in order to prevent the 
complaints raised in previous years by the Shia Community of 

or 

Bahrain, the following instructions are issued for all 

Europeans, Americans, and other non-Moslem foreigners wishing 
to be present at the MUharram procession at Mai am©• 

2* All persons wishing to see the Muharram procession will 
be allowed to do so only in the central square which Is marked 

in red on the attached map. 
3. The Baladaya (Municipal) office compound, where 

spectators* cars are to be parked, and the route to be followed 

tc reach the central square from the car park are also shown 

in red on the attached map. 

Any person using any other method of aporoach from the 

car park to the square or any person leaving this route and 

going into any side street will be liable to arrest. 

4. The following routes, which will be marked by signs, are 

to be followed by vehicles (1) arriving at and (2) leaving the 

Baladaya office compound. 

(1) Arrivals- From the Eastern side of Manama by the road 

passing between the Adviserate and the Agency and by Prior 

Road * 

(2) Departures- By Prior Road - in a westerly direction. 

Any person attempting to reach the car park by any other way 

will be turned back. 

5. Spectators are forbidden to bring cameras, 'fhe cameras 

of any person disregarding this instruction will be confiscated 

by the Police who will not be responsible for any damage done to 

them while in their possession. 
6. All persons Intending to be present at the procession 

are enjoined to remember that unseemly behaviouif In any form, 

particularly laughing at or in any way making fun of the 

processions is strongly resented and must be avoided. 
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