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About this record

The file comprises copies of correspondence relating to the purchase of machine guns by the Government of
Bahrain, through the Political Agency, for use in Bahrain. The file’s principal correspondents are: the
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf (Lieutenant-Colonel Trenchard Craven William Fowle; Lieutenant-Colonel
Charles Geoffrey Prior); the Political Agent at Bahrain (Hugh Weightman); officials at Royal Air Force (RAF)
Headquarters in Iraq; Government of India officials; the Adviser to the Government of Bahrain (Charles
Dalrymple Belgrave).

The file includes:

• correspondence concerning an order for machine guns, initiated by the Ruler of Bahrain,
Shaikh Salmān bin Ḥamad Āl Khalīfah’s request through the Adviser to the Government of Bahrain in March
1939,
that he would like to purchase twelve Bren guns (f 5), including: discussion amongst British Government
officials over the long delays involved in obtaining Bren guns (f 9); Government proposals for Vickers-
Berthier (VB) guns as an alternative, and the relative merits and demerits of VB against Bren guns (f 14); the
eventual order of VB guns, with equipment lists (ff 38-42), and their despatch to Bahrain from Karachi in
September 1939 (f 70); the Government of Bahrain’s order for ammunition for the guns (ff 56-57);

• arrangements for a Havaldar instructor to be sent to Bahrain to assist in the training
of use of the machine gun (f 45, f 74, ff 80-81), and arrangements for training sessions at Bahrain (ff
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82-86);

• correspondence dated September and October 1939 between RAF and Air Ministry officials,
concerning the need for a Defence Officer in the Persian Gulf (f 65, f 88);

• further correspondence dated from June 1940 onwards, relating to the supply of machine
guns and ammunition for the Bahrain Defence Force, and the loan of VB guns by the Government of Bahrain to
the
Bahrain Defence Force (ff 103-120);

• acknowledgements of receipt dated September and October 1939 respectively, from the
Chief Local Representative of the Bahrain Petroleum Company, Milton H Lipp, for sixteen Verey light pistols
and ammunition (f 78), and one revolver with ammunition (f 92).
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By Air Mail. 

Forwarded with the compliments of the Secretary, Political 

Department, India Office. 

A copy has been sent to 0 , . 

The FoveiL’n Oeuelary, Quvcrnmont of India. 
The Political Resident in the Pnrninn flnU'. 

1963 2000 7.36 
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P.2.6327/38. 

01 0/21C3 ( .1.2.) 

THE WAR OFFICE, 

WHITEHALL, 
3.W.I. 

3rd October, 1938. 

Bear Gibson, 
I enclose a cox^y of a letter from the 

:>oley Armament Co., Ltd., stating that the Government 
of Bahrain has made enquiries about Bren Guns. e 

\ are ansy/ering to the effect that no Bren Guns are 

likely to be available for disposal for some considerable 
time. 

Yours sincere 1. , 

;..0 
J.P. Gibson, Esq., 

India Office, 
Mtehall, 8. .1. 
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P*Z*6827/38• 
COPY The Soley Armoment Co., Ltd., 

8, Park Village ><Qt, 
London, 

20th ̂ptember, 1930. 

The Director of Army Controcts, 
Cexton House, Tothill treet, 

estninster, S. r .l. 

/^i 

8ir, 
h© have an inquiry from the Governnent of 

Bahrain for a smell number of Bren Guns, they ask whether 

we can supply these, and at what price? 
Of course we understand that there are none 

of these os surplus, but we think It possible that your 

department mi^ht be willing to supply a few guns for 

this destination, in which cose it could be done through 

us. 

reply, 

■e should appreciate the favour of an early 

Yours faithfully. 

For and on behalf of 
; SOLEY AHMAMEUT CO. LTD. 

(Sd.) J.M. BALL 
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I at* No - 180 / 16 . 
Bahrain, 
Dated, March 1939 . 

i / 

v° 
From 

C. Dalrymple Belgrave, Esquire, C.B.E., 
Adviser to the Government of Bahrain, 

Bahrain, 
Persian Gulf. 

To 
• His Britannic Majesty ! s Political Agent* 

Bahrain. 

SlK, 
I have the honour to inform you that His 

Highness wishes me to enquire when it is likely 
that Bren guns will be available for the State 
Police. 

His Highness wishes to purchase twelve of 
these guns; he would like to obtain them as 
soon as possible and is prepared to pay for them 
in advance if this would expedite or ensure delivery. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, itii 

Adviser to the Government. 
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Secret 

No. C/177-1.a/43 
Political agency, 

Bahrain, 20th Kerch 1939. 

To 

The Honourable the Political Resident 

in the Persian Gulf, 
Bushire. 

Memorandum / 

Reference paragraph 3 of my secret memorandum 

No. C/108 dated the 17th February 1939 in regard to 

the Defence of Bahrain. 

2. His Highness the Shaikh of Bahrain has been 

enquiring when it is likely that Bren guns will be 

available for the State Police. He states that if 

it would expedite or ensure delivery, he is quite 

prepared to pay for them in advance. 
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QO 
V 3 ‘GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

Department. 

EXPRESS LETTER (MR MA i L). 
[N.B ,— This ia an ORIGINJLL message sent by AIR MAIL which provides a means of communication more 

expeditious than the ordinary mail and is cheaper than the teleyraph. It is intended to be treated, on receipt, with the same expedition as if it had been telegraphed. To save time and to obviate 
formalities it is drafted in the form of a telegram. It is authenticated by the signature of a 
responsible officer o f the Department.] 

No* 293- J of 1939. Bug h^r o, Dated the 1st April, 19 3'9*. 

1ft 
From - 

To 

Political Haaident, Buanire. 
ft 

V' 

&i9 ttajeoty'a ftscrotary of state for India, London. 
Repeated The Secretary to the Government of India, external Affaire department. Hew Jelhi ( 

The Air Officer Commanding, British Forces in Iraq, 

/ 
Haboaniya. 

3ubJect i Bahrain defence. 

Reference paragraph 3 of iolitical Agent Bahrain’s Memo rand uu 
'To. 7 / 108 -l.a/43, dated the 17th February 1939, enclosed with a^y lett 
^ 0 .c/l^9, dated the 1st Marsh 1939, to the Air Officer Commanding 
(copy sent to India Office, Oovernraent of India and Banreiin under | Residency Printed letter No.c/l30 of same date). 

2. I enclose herewith copy of a Memorandum No.C/177-1.a/43, dated 
the 20th larch 1939, from the Political Agent, Bahrain. I nave no \ji 
doubt that the question of the provision of Bren guns for Bahrain ia'0 
under active cons Herat ion, but I send the enclosed Memorandum since 
it shows the eagerness of the Bahrain Oovernment to co-operate with 
His Majesty's Coverrraent. 

sd. T.C.Fowle. Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 

for Secretary to the olitioal {Signature) Resident in the Persian Gulf. 
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rS 

Ref rence 'o:- 
S,:iJo47/l/Alr 

-C *Cv ,ir 'eadqaarterst 
ritisri orce *, £u * 
fiaoba.*iy«a f * I ̂ \ 

U 

T hnve the honour to rer'Ort thot in connection 
"rtthth 0 '"■nn^ci^tlon for the fence of forwariod 
to von un1®c ojf 9 9 1>1^51 6 la tod |prll 9 f 

received a eorv of a letter ̂ro ! n th** Tr ononr:ible 
oltt'cal ^eeident in the eretun Oulf to ; lo ̂ ajeaty’s 
Secretary of htote for r%rr UA concerning the provision of 
the t velve " ren’’ p na for ; ne w ' :f f ollee referred “ In T:ar^. 13 an 1 Appendix f para. 13 of the 

to 
\ predation. 

The 'onoura 'le iolitic&l <ef5i lent sutites in 
his letter that His highness the /haikn of K ; ,in is very anxious to obtain these >;unR and is j.;repttred, if necessary 9 
to pay in advance should tais assist in expediting tne \ 
dellv ry of the guns. 

3. It #111 oe realised froa a erusal of tue 
A : reclatton that these ̂bren’* guns are necessary to 
complete the araa ..ent of the i olice orce to a s- tiofactofy 
oasis to co rpste wi tn locsl defence r ;uireaents. Ii vie# 
of the general situatijn it is recoesended that the 
rovision of these «t any oate oO of tne.u 
should be riven so ae degree oi* ; riority. 

I have tiie honour 5.0 be, 

>ir, 
v our ooedient lervant, 

SUM 

n lr 1f ice 'a^shal. 
'lortinnnlinr British. t;> ot»c^s in tr raq . 

""he 
l Isirry, 
Ad^lxral K r 

Joples to:- i* r**'kUimk 
.oiltlcal Asef.t, ■ 

N 

JlTuJ 1 
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I1TDIA omCE. I 0 LI TI n I. DEPART^IEIhT . 

.eJ*l 

>1 

SXPRaSS LiSTTKH (AIR N‘AIL) ■ 

Prom 'j«cr*t'-ry of Stat* 
IP 

/ J / / 

To Political Resident in the PersiAn Gulf, reputed to Pol.^^#nt, 
Iwhrein, md Gort. of Indio, ilxt.Affnire ”>ep rt ent. 

Your e^prepe letter of the l»t April, No.of 

193^. lehrein Defence. V'er Office etete th* t 8«p,ily 
of 3ren ̂une could not be wmde ereileble for et leant 18 

monihn. They eur^ent coreideration of cltern^tive of 
1 'ic'cere-Rerthier £un», which ̂*ould before reedily 

eTaileble from Indie. This ??»irht be invectipried by 

you in consultation with A.E.Q., Indir I understand 

that experience in Indln bee shown that the Yiekere- 

Berthier ffun is hiphly nctiefeetory, end in some Quarters 

it is thought superior to the Bren. 

No. E.Z. *748/39. 

The iaeue of the above ban been authorised 

17Reference: IOR/R/15/2/746. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781528.0x000012

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781528.0x000012?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [9v] (18/260)

18Reference: IOR/R/15/2/746. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781528.0x000013

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781528.0x000013?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [10r] (19/260)

I 

rN 

r ^ 

1 

7 ̂ 7 - '4 

LrS* 

No. 
Bahrain, 
Dated, May 17, 1939 

C. Dalrymple Belgrave, Esquire, C.B.E., 
Adviser to the Government of Bahrain, 

Bahrain, 
Persian Gulf. 

To 
His Britannic Majesty’s Political Agent, 

Bahraino 
U A 

Sir, ( " j 

I have the honour to inform you that I have 

received an offer from the Czechoslovak Arms manufacturing 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
Department. 

EXPRESS LETTER (AIR MAIL). 
[N,B. — This is an ORIGINAL message sent by AIR MAIL which provides a means of communioation more 

expeditious than the ordinary mail and is cheaper than the telegraph. It is intended to be treaded, on receipt, with the same expedition as if it hod been telegraphed. To save time and to ohviatt 
formalities it is drafted in the form of a telegram. It is authenticated by the signature of a 

«ftHO •* ttl* >>OXltiO«X K.BiU.nt 
In the Persian Ciulf, 

a*ap, 10//A T. 29 . 
19th nay* 39• 

No, c/175 of 1939. Dated \'/ i ’ U ~ a aro % , dhetMbtx the 

in 
Trom « Political Ht8idant 9 

Baahiro 9 at "lu **. it. 

To - The \iv Offioar ooranand tag, 
British Torcea in Iraq# 

Habbaniya. 

Papeated hi a Majesty's floor at ary of Jtats for IiKiia f x.ondon« 

The flaoratary to the OOTsrnmsnt of Indla 9 
^xtsrnal affairs Jepartaient, Simla# 

The Pol it leal Agent* Bahrain*'' 

;up j eot : Bahrain Dofenc®. 

I end os a harawith copy of India Ottio* Jxpresa Jitter 
No.P. .2745/39* dated the 5th May 193 9* 

Please let me hare your Yiees* 

ad* T*3*?o*le* 
Politloal Resident in the Persian Gulf* 

Attested . 

for Seoretary to the Political 
Resident in the era Un Gulf* 

{Signature) 

{Designatim) S. 44. 
MFP—985 S&P—{M-1597)—27 11-36—10,000. 
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I 

EXPRESS LETTER (AIR MAIL). 
Secret “ 

[N.B.—rAt's.ta an ORIGINAL message sent by AIR MAIL which provides a means of communication more 
expeditious than the ordinary moil and is cheaper than the telegraph. It is intended to e rea e , 
on receipt, with the same expedition as if it had been telegraphed. To save ttme and to obviate 
formalities it is drafted in the form of a telegram. It is authenticated by the signature oj a 
responsible officer o f the Department.] 

No. C/343-1. a/43 Bahrain, 

To 

Political Resident, 
Bushire• 

* 

Reference India Office Express letter No* P*Z. 2743/39 dated 

the 6th May in regard to Bren guns for Bahrain. 

2. The Adviser to the Bahrain Grovernment, who had been making 

enquiries from armament firms in England, was advised in April last 

by B .3.A* Guns Limited to communicate with Messrs. Ceskoslovenska 

Zbrojovka, A.S. Brno, Praha. 

3. This firm, now presumably German, has offered .303 Bren guns 

(as manufactured under licence in England) at £ 122 each with delivery 

by the end of January 1940. They also offer 7*92 m.m. Bren with deli- 
* very in a fortnight at £ 85. Shis offer is however of no interest ; 

owing to the bore. 

4. Would there be any objection to the Bahrain Government purchasing 
.303 Brens from this firm, in view of the comparatively early delivery 
date ? The price quoted is probably higher than it would be in England, 
but the sum involved is not large. The of fer expires on 15th June and 

an early reply is requested. 

Political Agent, Bahrain. 

S. 44 
MFP—985 S&P-(M-1597)—27-11-36—10,000. 

23Reference: IOR/R/15/2/746. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781528.0x000018

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781528.0x000018?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [12v] (24/260)

24Reference: IOR/R/15/2/746. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781528.0x000019

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781528.0x000019?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [13r] (25/260)

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
Department. 

.4cret 
EXPRESS LETTER (AIR MAIL). 

[N-B *—This is an ORIGINAL message sent by AIR MAIL which provides a means of communication more 
expeditious than the ordinary mail and is cheaper than the telegraph. It is intended to be treated, 
on receipt, with the same expedition as if it had been tele raphed. To save time and to obviate 
formalities it is drafted in the form of a telegram. It is authenticated by the signature of a 
responsible officer of the Department.] 

No. 

To 
ilt-ii 

Dated 

XX3QQQC 31st May 1939* 
IQ 

xx. 

^€peat«d 

Hia Majesty*a Moratory of for India# London. 
xhe -'•cretary to the Joverxaae nt of India in th« external affaire department# 
the *lr offiaer lomandln^ arlt^eh Forces In Iraq# 

Reference Loll UcaX Bahrain 
i^rltle] 

u\/ 
my 

HaLba^lya. 

subject : ^efei^e of liuhraln# r | 

In contimiatlon of my Express Letter dated 
^ay 1939# I enclose herewith a copy of Kxpresg Letter 

>/34i»l*fi^43 dated 44th Say 1939 from Political **t 50 nt# Bahrain* 

Z* I presume there are objections to the Ziahrala 
covers*nt purchasing arsis from a Xtrm^n firm f 

3d# 7* (J .FOWLS 
i olitloal iieaident in the i erslan JUlf * 

for «3ret^ry to the Political 
tesldent in the lersian tilf* 

(Signature) 
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rt 
Reference ilo:- 
S . 10547/1/,',lr Q. 

iloau uarters# 
irit-t ;ii Forces in 1 Iraq.f r's )1; oniya 9 ’ IPJiQ. 

I have the honour to refer to your 0/175 date . 19th 
Hay* 1959 regarding the suggection that m /ieI:orG-Berthier n Light 
Automatics should be provided for the BUdEUt iolice instead of 
"Bren” Cams* 

S. From vzhat I understand the "Viclcers-Bert iler” Liglit 
Machine Cun is a most excellent lig.it autfonatic and lias been 
found very satisfactory in the Army in INDIA including Native 
Regiment s t 
5* I understand it was only after very extensive trials 
that the Army Council finally decided on the ’Cron” in preference to the rf Vi chors-Berthier" for tlie re-arming of tlie British Army and that in the meantime the \rmy in INDIA had been re-armed xrl th "V i clter s—Berth! er''. 

4. The "VicIzers-Berthier” has, I understand, a slightly less simple neciianism tlian the ‘^ren", and if both the "Bren" 
and tlie "Vi deers-'lerthier" v;erc readily available I would 
recommend the ,r Tren" be purchased* In vic?w however of the delay in the supply of "Bren" guns and in view of the very satisfactory 
reports from Indian Army units I recommend that the "Vi chore- 
Berthier" gun be adopted for the BAIT :Z1 laDlice. A furtlier 
advantage of this is that the Indian Army 11.0*0. Instructors 
with the BANNA IT P lice will presumably have been trained with 
"Vi ckers-Berthier" not "Bren” g^ms and also any BAHREIN lolicc 
IT.C. O’o sent on courses to Indian Army units will find these 
units equipped with "^’‘ichors-Bertl.iers”* ” 

I have tlie honour to be. 
Sir i 

Your obedient Servant, 

Air Vice larshal, 
Comir^inding British Forces in 1 Iran * 

The ̂nov^abje Political Resident in tlie Persian Gulf, 
Le-dlesicloney, 'VtU 

Copy to; — i;olitical Agent* DAIIIZSr DAimSBI * 
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Secret * GOVERNMENT OF INDIA* 

External Affairs Department* 

Express letter 6by air aft 1 11 . (To I.0.only). 

No•F* 54(l)-N/39• Dated Simla, the 9th June 1939. 

•)/ m i To 
The Secretary of State for India, 

London* 

Repeatedt- Britconsul, Buanire. 

$ ̂ 
Reference co/^fespondence ending with your Express 

letter N 0 . p.Z.2746/89, dated 6th May 1939. Supply from 

fndia of Vickers-Berthier guns to the Bahrain Government* 

2* The position is that the existing contract with 

Messrs* Vickers-Armstrongs Limited for the manufacture of 

Vickers-Berthier guns in Indian Government factories for 

supply to countries outside British India does not provide 

for supply to the Bahrain Government. A representation from 

the Government of India (vide Defence Department letter to 

the Secretary, Military Department, India Office, No# 29917/ 

4/M.G.(C)*, dated 13th June 1938) for the manufacture of 

Vickers-Berthier guns for certain foreign countries and for 

British Dominions, Protectorates and possessions East of 

Suez was made to the firm who were unwilling to modify their 

stipulation but were prepared to consider ^requirements as 

they arose* 

3* The Government of India in the Defence Department 

are now approaching the Secretary, Military Department, 

/ India 
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L- 

- 2 - 

India Office, to obtain permission from the firm for the 

manufacture of the twelve Vickers-Berthier guns In India for 

supply to the Bahrain Government and the result will be reported 

in due course# 

The issue of the above has been authorised# 

sd# W#R#Hay# 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India* 
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1.a/43 

& /s 

Telegram TT S TT 

From India Office, London. 
Political Agent, Bahrain. To 

No. 1036 
Dated 14th received 15th June 1939. 

IMPORTANT. 

Addressed Political Resident repeated 
Bahrain copy by post to Government of India. 

2. Your Express Letter of May 31st, No. 517-S. 
(deceived June 12th). 

There.is no objection in the present 
circumstances to Bahrain Government ordering twelve 
Bren guns from German firm in question who can apparently 
give delivery many months earlier than United Kingdom. 
War Office however point out that this might lead 
to difficulty in regard to supply of spare parts. It 
appears that when Bren guns purporting to be according 
to British specification were manufactured by this 
firm on a previous occasion it was found that spare 
parts manufactured in this country were unsuitable. 
If firm are asked to guarantee that guns will conform 
to British specification and that spare parts will be 
interchangeable War Office think no difficulty should 
arise though they cannot without examination of actual 
guns guarantee that British spare parts will be suitable. 

I understand however from Air Ministry that 

guns/ 
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- 2 - 

guns this summer. They suggest that Bahrain (government 

might find this adequate until British Brens become 
available. 

- RETAXANDUM - 
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1/ 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
Department. 

EXPRESS LETTER (AIR MAIL). 
[N.B .—This is an ORIGINAL message sent by AIR MAIL which provides a means of communication more 

expeditious than the ordinary mail and is cheaper than the telegraph. It is intended to be treated, 
on receipt, with the same expedition as if it had been telegraphed. To save time and to obviate 
formalities it is drafted in the form of a telegram. It is authenticated by the signature of a 
responsible officer of the Department.] 

No. 

To x 

567-3 of IM* Gated the 19 bewjnafkt' Jwm, 1959• XX xxxxxxx 

roEQ - Political Ho aide at t Buahiro* 

To Tht tioorttary to tho OwiraMiit of India# 
:xttraal Affairs Bopartmciit# 

Simla* 

Eeferenc e ̂  3C3tn'<\ 
iiepoated Uio ajoiity , a So o rot ary of Stato for liidia# London# 

Tho Air Of floor JonaaiMiln^# Britioh forooo in 
Iraq# Hatobanlya# with copy of India 
Office telo^am referred to be lev* 

The lolltioal Ago at# Bahrain* %/ 

>ubjeot i Bahrain Bofonoo# 
■Jr, 

India orf io. tal. ,-xaa ."io.lOSC at i4th Sana oopy to you by . 

I e «lose herewith oopy of letter io.d. 1^847/i/Air 0. of the 

lit June lv39 from the Air OXfioer Jemma.*11 1 !,;, British 'oroee in 

Iraq* In another oomimnlaatlon the Air Officer Jomeatidlng reeome-tde 

Vlokero-Btrthlor guns for Kuwait# a*4l further that it would be ad^ie— 

able to hare tho oaroo typo of gun for all tho Persian Ailf Arab States 

so as to simplify training a<4i malnteiiaixoe* 

I oouour Uiat Ylcksrs-Bsrthlsr guns should be adopted for tho 

/ Bahrain 

37Reference: IOR/R/15/2/746. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781528.0x000026

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781528.0x000026?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [19v] (38/260)

38Reference: IOR/R/15/2/746. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781528.0x000027

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781528.0x000027?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [20r] (39/260)

/>- • 

•3* 

BafaTAin iollQ* m mil mi ror etfe«* lNif«a«e S'oxae* la thf 
.irati utattftt arid I aftaoh a ahowiiin of 
^uao and rou^a of mamnllt^n r«<4uir«4* 1 would to ^vatofol 
if l oooia bo lofomed aa oooa aa poooiblo liaoiHtr Uw m 
t&m oaa bo »t»p£ii*t! fiw XoOla* 

lellUool Ho aidant in tfea xtraian Coif* 
illUtttft* 

for Ha aidant In tba laraiaa 

i 
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Secret 

D.O. No. C/378-1.a/43 iteted the 17th .Tune 1939. 

Please refer to the correspondence on the subject of 
the purchase of 12 Bren guns for the Bahrain Police from a 
German fIra* 
2* I have received a communication from the India Office 

to the effect that there is no objection in the present circumstances 
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Confidential 

MMMMH 

/ 

GOVERNMENT OF BAHRAIN. 

No. <?°6//6 of 1358 Office of the Adviser to 
the Government, Bahrain 
Dated 29th R/Thani, 1358 

18th June, 1939. 

H. B. M’s Political Agent, 
Bahrain. 

$ is 
MEMORANDUM. 

Reference your D.0.C/378-la/43 dated 17th 

June 1939. 
Before definitely ordering Bren guns from 

Germany I should he grateful if you would enquire 
whether the British Government would supply the 

Bahrain Government with 12 Vicars Berthia guns 
and if so when and at what price. Should this 
be possible this Government will purchase Vicars 

Berthia guns instead of Bren guns. 

Adviser to the Government. 

SM 
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Confidential « 

No.C/379-1.a/43. 

To 

The Adviser* to the Bahrain Government # 
Bahrain. 

-'Si.'CRANDUM . $ / o 

Please refer to your confidential memorandum 
No.906/i6 f dated the 18th June 1939, on the subject 
of the purchase of twelve Bren guns. 

2. The Political Resident has made an urgent enquiry is 
from the Government of India^whether they can supply 
twelve Vickers Berthi*' guns and 60Cp00 rounds of 
ammunition for the Bahrain Government* 

Political Agency, 
Bahrain, the 20th June 1939 

Assistant Political Agent, Bahrain. 
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7471 Wt 23481/P 215 2000 8.38 
INDIA OFFICE, Political Department. 

EXPRESS LETTER (AIR MAIL). 
(N.B.—This is an original message, sent by air mail to save telegraphic 

expense, but intended to be treated on receipt with the same expedition as 
if it had been telegraphed. It has been drafted as if it were so despatched.) n From 
To 

Dated 

No. 

Secretary of State 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, repeated to 

Political Agent, Bahrein and Government of India, 
External Affairs Department. 

22nd June, 1959. 

P.Z.3767/39. 

Secret. 
4 

Reference paragraph 2 of Government of India’s 

Tj / _exp?ess 
letter of the 9th June, No.F»g4(l)~N/39 (copy 

S 

7 

to Political Agent, Bahrein, with copy of this letter). 
Before suggested action is taken here I should wish to know 
whether Bahrein Government are in fact interested in 

possible supply of Vickers-Berthier gun, or whether they have 
decided in favour of one or other of the courses referred to 
in my telegram of the 14tlY June, No. 1036. Please inform 
me of present position, together with any observations which 
you desire to offer. V I 5 
2. The suggestion of Vickers-Berthier guns as an alternative 
to Brens was made from here in the expectation that more 

expeditious supply of these might be possible. Government of 
India’s letter does not indicate how quickly they could be 

supplied from India but assuming permission to manufacture 
were obtained in pursuance of paragraph 2 of their letter, 
the Government of Indio might perhaps be willing to give 
Bahrein, in view of its special needs, some precedence over 

existing orders. If however it does not appear that there 
will be any appreciable advantage from the point of 
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■■■■■■ ■■■■■■■■HI ■■■ 

P>Z. 3767/39 ^^ 

SECRET 

GOVERIRvlEITT OF INDIA. 

External Affairs Department 
EXPRESS LETTER (AIR HAIL ). 

No.P* 54(1)-N/59. Dated Simla, the 9th June, 1939 

To The Secretary of State for India, 
LONDON. 

R T?T>T?Armrr>._ BRITCONSUL, BUSHIRE 

Reference/correspondence ending with your Express 
letter No.P.2.2746/39, dated 6th May 1939. Supply from India 

of Vickers-Berthier guns to the Bahrain Government. 

Messrs. Vickers-Armstrongs Limited for the manufacture of Vickers 

Berthier guns in Indian Government factories for supply to 

countries outside British India does not provide for supply to 

the Bahrain Government. A representation from the Government 

of India ( vide Defence Department letter to the Secretary, 

Military Department, India Office, No. 29917/4/M.G.(C)•, dated 

13th June 1938) for the manufacture of Vickers-Berthier guns 
for certain foreign countries and for British Dominions, Protect - 

orates and Possessions East of Suez was made to the firm who 

were unwilling to modify their stipulation but were prepared to 

consider requirements as they arose. x 
3. The Government of India in the Defence 

Department are now approaching the Secretary, Military Department, 
India Office, to obtain permission from the firm for the manufacture 
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Copy to:- The political Agent, BAHREIN . 

Reference Ho:- 
S»10547/1/Air 0. 

q Tpn TJ T? hi w tw It 

[eacUiuar te r s 9 1, >ritiGh Force 3 in ’ 
H^bbaniya, 'IRAQ, 

24^ fune, 1939> 

DKP-3T<s-: oi^ lUiraKinr^ 
^ 

Sir, 
I have the honour to 

31st May* 1939 forwarding a copy Political Agent f BAIIR1.IIT ITO* C/3 y _ .. 1CV 1939 regarding the possible purcliase of "Bren’' guns from CZBCT' JL . v;: IA# 
P3-1 

r to your 517-s dated 
a letter from the 
• a/43 dated 24 th I lay* 

2* I have heard* unofficially, that some trouble 
has been experienced by the Egyptian Army, who are 
equipped with "Bren” guns of C2ECIISL0VAK manufacture 
owing to the fact that spare parts made in EUGLA’Tp for 
these "Brens" do not, in all cases, fit the foreign made 
guns, although these guns are of the same general design* 
Should, therefore, you decide that these guns are to be 
purchased from the foreign firm mentioned in your letter I would suggest a suitable supply of spare parts be r / obtained at the same time from the firm. o • 

3. with reference to my letter S,10547/1/Air 0 
dated 1st June, 1039, last sentence of paragraph 4, since 
writing this letter an official War Office Training Memorandum 
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Reference No:- 
s. 10547/1/;,ir o . 

C 

RI^TQK OF B-^HREIN * 

\Xr HeacIoiiartGra, 
^ritJLdn Forces in f Iraq, 

abbaniya# * IRAQ* 

J-jhQb 1939» 

Sir# 
X have the honour to refer to youx* letter No.567-3 dated 16th June* 1939 and to infora you that my letter of even number dated 36th June* 1939 was despatched t 1uot before the arrival of your letter. c /Q 2 . It would appear that the remarks given in para. 2 of my letter are confirmed by para. 2 of telegram No* 1Q36 dated 14th June from Ilis Majesty’s Secretary of state f<2*r 

INDIA# S’ /3 
3. It is noted that under item 2 in the table attached 
to your letter it is stated that twelve light automatics are 
required for the proposed BAHREIN Local Defence Force. 
Actually the number intended is nine* i.e. throe platoons 
each with three light automatics. The Headquarters of the 
Company would not require any (para. 14 of the BAHREIN Defence 
Appreciation refers). 
4. \7ith reference to para. 3 of my letter of 26th June, 
if INDIA are intending to re-arm with "Bren” guns at an early 
date it should be possible to procure ^Vickero-Berthiers" from 
any reserves they may have in stock. 

5i I suggest It might be possible to obtain, on loan * 
from IN IE A sufficient dicker s-Berthiers” to arm the " AIRNXIT 
Police and for the other Persian Gulf stations. If it is 
possible to obtain these on loan they could be returned when 
Brit lab—made "Brens' were available aid "Brens" could then be 
purchased as the permanent weapon. 
6. Thile "Vickers-Borthiers" are probably equally as 
serviceable as "Brens" for the particular purpose desired, nov/ 
that INDIA have decided to ro-arm with T *Brens 5t it would be more 
advisable, I suggest, for the BAHREIN Police etc.* to have 
"Brens" eventually as the permanent v/eapon, provided "Vickers- 
Bertbiors" can be obtained on loan to carry over the period 
until British-made "Brens" are available. 

I have the honour to be. 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

sS^ 
Air Vice Marshal* 

Commanding British Forces in ’Iraq. 
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No. C/250. 

Secret. 
| 

The Hon’ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf presents his 
compliments to 

1. The Air Officer Commanding, 
British Forces in Iraq, 

Hahbaniya. 

y 2. The Political Agent, 
Bahrain, 

and has the honour to transmit to him a copy of the undermentioned 
documeh^i c (s). 

1 

1 0 

British Consulate-General, BUSHIRE. 
Camp, Bahrain. 

Dated 28th June, 1939. 

Reference to previous correspondence : 

V 

.C.nl' Bushire Express Letter No.088175 of 19th May 
1939. 

Description of Enclosure. 

Name and Date 

Government of India, External 
Affairs Department, Express 
Letter h 0 .F.54i(l)-N/39 of the 
9 th June 1939.1 ^ 

Subject. 

Supply from India of Vickers- 
Berthier guns to the Bahrain 

Government• 

59Reference: IOR/R/15/2/746. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781528.0x00003c

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781528.0x00003c?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [30v] (60/260)

" 

— 

~ 

' 

— 

— 

i 
■ 

—a 
.-rr ■ 
,. 

' - 

60Reference: IOR/R/15/2/746. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781528.0x00003d

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781528.0x00003d?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [31r] (61/260)

/ / 

Telegram 
From 

Q. 
Political Resident, Bushire# 

Repeated to 

To Secretary to the Gov mment of India 
External Affairs Department, Simla. 

H«M v s Secretary cf State for India, 
Loni on. 

Copy given to Political Agent, Bahrain. V 

No.T/111 
Dated 2^th June 1^3B. 

/ Paragraph ^ of your ijucpress 
Better No.F.64(l)-h/39 of i>th June and paragraph 
1 of India Office Express setter P.Z.B767 of 22nd 

June. y ? | i 

depends on when Vickers Berthier guns can be sup- 

for supply from India please telegraph 
(a) when 12 guns for Bahrain will be 

available and 

(b) the balance of 26 guns shown in 

enclosure to my Express Better iio.667-S 

of June 16th. 

Bahrain Gov rnment's decision 

-plied Assuming that firm gives permission 

Resident 

Copy given to P.A.Bahrain 
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■aor.! GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
Department. 

EXPRESS LETTER (AIR MAIL). \ <33 
V. 

[N.B. —TAt's is an ORIGINAL message sent by AIR MAIL which provides a means of communieaUon more 
expeditious than the ordinary mail and is cheaper than the telegraph. intends 0 e re ^ L e 9 
on receipty toith the same expedition as if it had been telegraphed* To sate time an oo via e 
formalities it is drafted in the form of a telegram. It is authenticated by the signature of a 
responsible officer of the Department,'] 

No* 

To 

Bu&hlrot 
Dated |V»| . ■ the 

XKJULXX 
i'Stft July 

19 

peat#*! 

Reference 

ihe eoret iry to ttio Jovormaent of InOia 
In tho JCtaraaX iff airs iala* 

Kia &«y<§rtty , a euritary of Jtato for IncUi f London* 

Air Jff ioor Co«aan<Hiitf 9 iiaobmiyaf roforoneo his lottors 
KO«*.si*lGfc47/l/Air.0 of &6/6/M 
and ̂•10d47/]/Air«0 of ̂€/6/39 9 
and with copy of ay tolsgraa 
quotod boXoo* 

irolitioal A^co»t # U ait rain 

•ub.loot i Aippiy of arias for Bahrain and 
othar Arab . tatoa. 

c 
vof oroxaio soy toXogriua Bo«7/lli da tod tfio 29 th Juno 19*9 • 

3» Air uffioor ̂ oscaandin^t iraq Oo.wi..nd f has now writton 
to say that ho undorstpsids th&t maim has dooidod to roplaos too 
Vio«csrs<-Borthiurs by tlxo Jr mi gun« this boing oo ho suggoats 
thi t tiio urab Hataa shouid ovontunlly bo anasd with ths Bren gun 
as their pen$tn*ni weapon* In the neantliaet however, slnoo Bren 
juns will not be available for come eighteen months, vide India 
Office express hotter l\o*V of 6th llay 1939, he mxggeats 
that V icAor sailer taler t^ma miOuik be obtained on loan from India* 
these conic oe returned wlam Bren guns are available* a s6 

6* 1 would be gtr&teful if X could be luformed as scon as 
possible vtiether yiogero-Berthier guns can bo lent# The total 

number / 
{Signature) 

S. 44. 
MFP—985 S&P-<M-1597)—27-11-30—10,000. 

{Designation) 
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i 

V 
a* 

nuader suoula i»« 45 and not 58* 

3d.' f.C*FO^jys 

Politloal Hasldunt in th« lerelfioi aulf. 

A 

.a 

for ̂ orotury to tnc Politio^U 
id aidant in th« Gulf. 

) 
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. ^ 

S-SQHKT 

The Hon’ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf presents his 
compliments to 

1. His Itejest^s Secretary of State for India* 
London* 

2. The Air Officer Commanding* 
British Forces in Iraq* Habbaniya* 

* The Political Agent* Bahrain, 

and has the honour to transmit to him a copy of the undermentioned 
^ documents^. 

British Consulate-General, BUSHIRE. Dated ^ISt,.J.dly *.i.9.39•... 
Camp, Shiraz. 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [35r] (69/260)

■fa 

Telegram S. 

From Political Reeident 9 Bushire, at Shiraz. 

To GoTernment of India# External Affaire Department# 
Simla. 

Copy by poet to Secretary of State for India# London. 
* * * * Air Officer CommandL ng# Britieh Forces in 

Iraq# Haboaniya. 
" ” " * Political Agent# Bahrain. 

Ho. T/12-i. 

Dated the ̂let July# 1^39. 

My sxpresa Letter 5o.650*s July 13th. 

If 35 Vickers Berthier guns are not available 

grateful for my smaller number. 

-poale. 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [36r] (71/260)

/ Wv 3 

I® 1 liv No. F. 54(D-N/39. 
From 

The Unaer Secretary to tiie Goverijment of India 
in the External Affairs Jei>arhii fin+ - 

#ith reference to the corr^apon ence enaing with 
your express letter No, 650dated the 13th July 1939 1 
I am directed to forward a copy of a memorandum from 
Army headquarters t India (Master General of^ Ordnance 
Branch) Simla, No. 6p40/l/P-2, dated the 7th Jp^ust 1939 
with enclosure, and to convey the sanction of the 
Government of India to the issue, on payment, to the 
Political Agent, Bahrain, on behalf of the Bahrain 
Government of Twelve Guns, Machine Vickers - Bertheir 

Mark One, with connected equipment. 

To 
The Hon'ble the Political Resident in 

the Persian Gulf. 

Dated Simla, the August 1939. 

SUBJECT*- Supply of arms to the Bahrain Government • 

Sir 

1 have the honour to be. 
Sir, 

Your most obedient servant 

Sd/- C.A.G. Savidge, 

Unaer Secretary to the Government of India. 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [36v] (72/260)
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [37r] (73/260)

Copy forwarded for information to 

The Defence Department. 

The Political i^ent, Bahrain, C/0 Postmaster, 
Ziarat, with copy of enclosures. 

By order, etc., 

Assistant Secretary to the Government of India 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [38r] (75/260)

I 

V 

maims 

/! 

// Mo. 614^/9-2. 4KMY HSiDQUiRTER8 9 
Piaster General of tiie Orainanoe Branch 9 

i.DcO.3. PRGVIBIOM, 
Simla, the 7th iii^ust 1939. 

To 
The Chief Ordnance Officer, Feroze|Jore. 

SUBJFCTs Issue of V. Bs. on payment to the Political ̂ent, Bxak Bahrain. 

Instructions have been received from the External 
Affairs Department of the Government of Inaia to issue 
TVKLVE serviceable part worn V.B. hk.I witii connected 
equipment on payment to the *- 

Hie Political -r^ent, Bahrain C/0 Headquarters, Sim Brigade uirea, Karachi 
(To await arrival). 

2. The I olitical /gent will take delivery of tnese ̂uns 
within the next six weeks. 
3. Mecessary government sanction will be obtained in 
uue course. 
4. TWFLYE GUMS, lachme Vickers Berthier .BOS" Mk.I 
(Hark One) will, be issued cotiplete with the connected 
stores detailed in the attached JMNFUJRI *A m * Kindly 
ensuxe all Barrels, botli in Urns am spare, are 
iitted with > (lark Two) plu^s gas. The best available 
part worn but fully serviceable Kk.I ty uns aiiould be 
issued anu as far as possible all scares should be new. 
5. Inabilities should be reported to this office by 
Express Letter imaediately and copies of the Issue Vouchers 
should be endorsed to A.b.G.S.P. 

/ 

/ 

Bo/* a• j• Lewis, Lieut-Colonel, A.D.0.3. HiOVISlOM. 

Copy to —— 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [39r] (77/260)

37 
- 2 - 

Copy to t 

Allahabad. 
For imenaction and necessary action ?iae i^a.ejcure 

"B" attaolied. Only the itetus oiiuioeratea in this 
iirmexure will be issued by i # A# to tdc FCLITICAL JGF^T 
Bahrein, c/o Headquarters, ijim Brigade iirea, Karachi 

Headquarters, Sina Brigade irea, Karachi, 
Fxternal Affairs Bepart&»ent, 
Geiieral Staff Brancn (S,B#2)- 
I).F.A,(C) with reference to para, 4 of L,G,(C) K.K. 

No. 33519/kuMC) dated 5,8.39. 

li,G,5, 
K.G.(C). 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [40r] (79/260)

Annexure "A'' to A.D.0 t S.P.No.6140/l/p-2 dated -8-39. 
Connected equipment to be issued with 12 V.3. Guns to ^Politiad feent Bahrein. 

T * 

Nomenclature. 
Section B-3. 
Rillthrough double. Gauze A. tte. v/ Flannelet 
Section C-l . 

'X Boxes, smll parts, M.G.No. 1, MK.I v/ Can 1/2 pint, Mk.II. 
v^Can oil M.G.Mk.I. Cases can .303" M.G.Mk.I. 

Punches, M. G. No. 3. 
✓ Punches, M. G. No. 4. 
Rods, twisted, copper wire Mk.I. 
Section C.l (V.B.). 
Cr.V.B. .SOS” !- 

Barrel, No.l, Ilk.XI 
Blade, foresiglit, Mk.II - 

High. Low . Low tow. 
Block, breech, Mk.I. 
Bracket, cover, handle, cocking. Bush, pawl, catch, magazine. Butt. Mk. II. 
Catch, handle, cocking. Catch, magazine. Cover, ejector. .Crtch, toi block, breech, Mk.I. \/ Cylinder, gas, Mk.I. 
Detent, regulator, gas, Mk. II. 
Ejector, ui, I. 
Extractor, Mk.I. Feed piece. Grip, handle, carrying, Mk.II. 
Gide, spring, extractor. 

✓ Handle, cocking, Mk.I. Headscrew backsight. Key. leg. bipod. Knob, catch, pin, locking, barrel. 
Knob, handle, J cocking. 
Lever, change, Mk.I. 
Lug, handle, cocking. Magazine. V. 3. 
Pawl, catch, magazine, Pin, butt. Nut stem backsight. Pin, buffer. 
Pin, catch, block, breech. 
Pin, catch, handle, cocking. Pin, cover, magazine opening. - Pin, feed piece, v^in, firing. Pin, fixing, pin, lever, catch, magazine Pin, lever, catch, magazine * Pin, locking barrel. 

Quantity. 

No. Yds. 

No. rt 
ff 
w 

if 
H 
M 

No. 

in. onp, se S Piston, mk.I. sear. 

24. ̂ 300. ^ 

12 . 12 . ̂ 12 .— 12 . 12 . 12 . 
24. ^ 

6 .^ 
6 . 6 . 

£• 2 .^ 2 . 2 . 4. 2 . 2 . 2 . 2 . 2 . 6 . 2 . 17. 6 . 2 . 6 . 4. 4. 4. 2 . 2 . 2 . 2 . 600 2 . 2 . 2 . 2 . 2 . 6 . 2 . 6 . 16 .^ 6 . 
4 . y* 
4. 4. 4. 2 ‘ f: v/* 

:/ 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [40v] (80/260)
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [41r] (81/260)

Sheet 2 of fuinexure "A’ii 
Nomenclature 

Gr.V.B. .303- 

Screw, bracket, cover, handle, cocking Screw, butt-plate, lower. 
Screw, butt-plate , upper. Screw, claznp, leg, bipod. Screw, hinge, leg, bipod. Scrww, pin, firing Scfew Screw 
bcrew, plat Sear, hik.X. 
Spring, buffer. 
Spring, catch, block, breech. 
Spring, catch, cover, ejection openir^ Spring, catch, cover, magazine opening. Spring, eaten, handle, carrying. Spring, catch, handle, cocking. Spring, catch, magazine. Spring, extractor. 
Spring, feed piece. Spring,, knob, handle cocking. Spring, head serfew, backsignt. Spring, leg, bipod. Spring, lever, catch, magazine. Spring, pin, firing 

Spring, Bear. 
Spring, stem, backsight. Spring, trigger, Mk.l. 
Spring, trip, sear. 
Trip, sear. 
Trigger, kk.I. 

UhEitilNG Tools , *,culiar to ilun^a. Kaa. -iull 
Nomenclature . 

Brush, cylinder, gas, V.B. 
Cleaner, gas, nozzle. 
Cleaner, plug, gas, lik.ll V.B. - Lower. . Upper. v Holder, cleaner, block ana ̂ lug gas, V.jB. 
Mop, cylinder, gas, V.B. Reamer, regulatore, gas, hold, V.B. 
Rod, cleaning, cylinder, block gas, V.B. 
Scrapper, block, gas, V.B. v/* Spanner, V.B. No. 1. 
Scanner, V.B. No. 2. 
Tool, foresight. Plug, clearing, V.B. 

No • *» 

Quantit y, 
4. 4. 
4. 
4 .^ 4. 4. 4. 4. . 

12 .^ 
12.V* 4. 
12 . 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [41v] (82/260)
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [42r] (83/260)

To be 
Armexur.e "B" to . No. 6140/2/1-2 cfeted -6-29. 

NomenclaUire. .aantity. 

.Q.r.3- *, 

Cases, spare, parts, Lk.I, ,205" V.B .gun, Mk.I. ho. 12 

Cases, 
* " • " •Covers. " 12. 

Section iJ-1. 

Bor, Pack, transport, Mk.I, .305' 1 V.B.Gun Infy. - 

12 Magazines in pouches* No. 12. 

24 Lagazines in pouches - 

hear, hk«l* ’ 12. 
Off , Mk.I. " 12. 

Pouches, magazines, V.B. " 60. 

Pin, keep, split i/^" r 1 1/4". Doz. 2-0. 

Fin, 
* ’ 1/16’x S/4". 

" 2-0 

Fin, 
• " 

i/16 x 1/2? 
" 2-0 

Section H-l. 
• 

Mineral Jelly, hecu lbs.30-0. 

Oil, Lubricating, mineral G.S. Galls. 20-0 

Turpeiitine. Galls. 2-0 

Section ii-2. 

Cotton, waste, coloured. Lbe. 60-0. 

i . k S. Group. 

hosootie Ola. Lbs. 60-0. 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [42v] (84/260)
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [43r] (85/260)

/ $ 'C 

1C ^ ^ 

/ 
j 

No. 
' 

Bahrain, 
Dated, 14th August 1939 • 

From 
C. Dalrymple Belgrave, Esquire, C.B.E., 

Adviser to the Government of Bahrain, 
Bahrain, 

Persian Gulf. 

To 
The Assistant Political Agent, Bahrain, Persian Gulf. 

Sir, 
. I have the honour to inform you that the Bahrain Government expects to acquire twelve Vickers 

Berthier^guns in the early Autumn. The Political Agent informs me that he will bring them when he returns here from recess. At present none of the police Iy.C.Os and Instructors have any experience ol these guns therefore the Bahrain Government will require the services of a capable instructor to tram selected men in the use of the guns. In the past the Government of India has offered frequent assistance in obtaining for us Indian army N.C.Os as Instructors. I should be grateful if the authorities 
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^•3 

tf S TT -‘-eleeram 

From 

To 
No. 110 

Dated 15th August 1939. 

Assistant Political ^-gent, Bahrain. 

Political Agent, Bahrain at Ziarat. 

Bahrain Government request arrangements for 

loan of Indian ^rmy N.C.O. for six months to instruct 

Police in use of V.B. guns which they expect to receive 

shortly. J 

/ - ASSISTANT POLITICAL AGENT - 
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<30 I 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, 
Deparimsnt, 

EXPRESS LETTER 
Confidential 

[N. B,—This is an ORIGINAL MESS AG F> sent by post to save telegraphic 
expense and undue use of the u ires, but intended to be treated, on 
receipt, with the same expedition aw if it had been telegraphed. To 
sace time and formalities it is worded and signed as if it had been 
so despatched,] 

From 

Political Agent, Bahrain, 
Camp Ziarat. 

To 

Repeated 

The Secretary to the Government of India, External Affairs Department, Simla 
Political Resident, Camp Shiraz. 

Z/26-l.a/43 °““ i 16th August 133 V 

Sub.1 ect t- Supply of arms to the Bahrain Government. 

Reference your letter No. F.54(l)-N/39 dated the 10th August 
1939 in regard to the issue of 12 Vickers - Berthier light machine guns 
to the Bahrain Government. 

2. Will it be possible to arrange for the loan to the Bahrain 
Government of an Indian Anny Non-Commissioned Officer (Moslem) to 
instruct the Bahrain Police Force in the use of these guns ? The 
Bahrain Government woui? of course meet all charges on account of 
pay, allowances and travelling. The N.C.O. instructor will probably 
be required for a period of three months and it would be convenient 
if he could arrive at Bahrain at the beginning of October 1939. 

L Political Agent, Bahrain. 

s. e. 
MFi’—4003& P—(M-480 j- 26-7-34—2,00 000. 
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Confidential 

D.O. No* Z/27-l*a/43 Zlarat f the 16th August 1939* 

I sent my Express letter No* Z/26 dated the 16th 

August 1939 direct to External Affairs Department in order 
to save time t since it will involve not lass than three 
weeks' delay to have written to you in Shiraz and for you 
to have addressed the Government of India. I trust you 
will approve of this* 

Yours sincerely, 

ej 
The Honourable Lieutenant-Colonel 

Sir Tranchaxxl Fowle, K*C«I.E*, ClB.K*, 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, 

Camp Shiraz* 
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i. SECRET. 
No. C/371 of 1939. 

The Hon’ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf presents his 
compliments to 

X* Hia Ma^esty*a Secretary of State for India# 
London* 

2* The Air Officer Commanding# 
British Forces in Iraq# Hatobaniya* 

sJ$* The Political Agent# Bahrain# 

and has the honour to transmit to him a copy of the undermentioned 
documentjjp{ft). 

British Consulate-General, BUSHIRE. 
Q«»tu Shiraz. 

n.tori l 8th August, 1939. 

' A \ 

Reference to previous correspondence: 

fdj 
- . V# 

Residency Printed Letter No*C/260 of the 2ist 
July 1939. 

Description of Enclosure. 

Name and Date. Subject. 

Political Resident 9 s telegram 
*fo*T/l75 of the 18th August 
1939* 

Bahrain Defence* 
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Ttltgrais 3* 
From Political i>uahire f at Shiraz* 
To Gorormoat of India, 3xt«rnal Affairs 

Btpartusut, siala* 

Oopy by post to HI* HoJtBty’* aeoret»ry of at*t« for India, London* 
* * * Tho Air Offioor SomiBatiding, British Corots 

in Ira*i, Habbaniya* 
• * • Ths Xolitloal .wont, Bahrain. 

:Jo.T/l75. 
Bated the 18th Au^st, 1939• 

My telsgraia o*T/^ ^i»t* 
trsightsoan info nos ns that when hs was in 

Simla Geasral 3taff informsd him that they could 1st 

Bahrain Government have 12 Yioktrs Bsrthisr t^ins* ors 

there any more available t 

Fowls* 
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* J {?x Tj *T 
*MZ i •-* i'5f 4 V1 Ida ifi*. f ̂J*: X#t f ̂ lift i ®oz% 
Jl'iXj::! U\ tl 1c «sffln’tevo^ «T 

• »lmi v 4 i^Mi'Wim■ 

»>:ir^4iX 'tz* ytmte Xc « v mg\ off tqoO * • » 0>'' i ijk f 

m&zQ* dmutot* ituiikiMstmi «t- «rr * * » • 

tffiiisiiA X^elffjUol ©at * * * » 
• d^xV.o 

* 'w •> #r© ♦!;'•'■>*. *'tv' 
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( 
1629 

Telegram XX., No. T-180, dated (& reed.) 22nd August 1939. 

(Repeated to Air Officer Commanding, Iraq. Copy by post to 
Secretary of State for India, London). 

Your telegram No. 1149 of 21st August. (Copy to Air 
Officer Commanding by post). In view of present international 
situation the sooner the twelve Bren guns can be sent to 
Bahrain the better. By what date can guns reach Bahrain ? 
Pending formation of Force detailed in paragraph^ 14 and 15 
of Bahrain Defence Scheme, I suggest directly guns reach 
Bahrain Air Officer Commanding should send instructions there 
for training of Bahrain Police and British and American 
volunteers from Oil Company 0 

From Fowle, Shiraz. 
Foreign, Simla. (With a request that they 
will post copy to Weightman, Ziarat) 

To 

N*, F.S. 9 D.S.F., U.S.F. and P.A. Bahrain. 
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# » —w ■ •' * " ■* 

s 

A copy of the undementioned paper is forwarded to 
the Air Officer Commanding, British Forces in Iraq, 

Habbaniya, 
the Political Agent, Bahrain, C/o The Post Master, &iarat* 
for information. 

By order, etc., 

Assistant Cecretary to the Government of India. 

External Affairs Department, 
Simla; 

The ̂ *3^ August 1939. 

Ml 
■i^ 

Telegram to the Political Resident in the Persian 
Gulf, No. 1149, dated the 21st August 1939. 

I'M / 
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Telegram XX., No. 1149 ? dated 21st August 1939. 
From Foreign, Simla. 
To Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 

(Copy by post to Secretary of State for India, London, A.O.C. 

Your telegram No. T/175, 18th August. Guns for Gulf 

2. Regret no more Vickers Berthier guns available either 
for purchase or on lean. It is suggested that War Office be 
asked to give priority for supply of Bren guns to these States 
and that Air Ministry offer of Lewis guns referred to in 
Secretary of State's Express Letter No. P.Z„ i iated 
22nd June be pursued until Brens become avail a United 

Iraq & P.A., Bahrain) 

States 

Kingdom 
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( , 

SECRET. 

D.0.No.F.54(l)-N/39 

5 ^ 

External Affairs Department, 
Simla, 

The ̂ /A August 193 9* 

Subject:- Supply of guns to Bahrain. 

l/y/oo 
Will you please refer to your express letter No. 

2/26-1.a/43, dated the 16th August 1939? 
2. I am desired to forward a copy of a telegram re 
ceived from Sir Trencbard if’owle No. 1/180, dated the 22nd 
August 1939, and to enquire whether, the suggestion contained 
in the concluding sentence should be given effect to in preference 
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1629 , 

Telegram XX. 9 No. T-180, dated (& reed.) 22nd August 1939. 
From Fowle, Shiraz. 
To . Foreign, Simla. (With a request that they 

will post copy to Weightman, Ziarat) 
(Repeated to Air Officer Commanding, Iraq. Copy by post to 

Secretary of State for India, London). 

IMPORTANT 

Your telegram No. 1149 of 21st August. (Copy to Air 
Officer Commanding by post). In view of present international 
situation the sooner the twelve Bren guns can be sent to 
Bahrain the better. By what date can guns reach Bahrain ? 
Pending formation of Force detailed in paragraph^ 14 and 15 
of Bahrain Defence Scheme, I suggest directly guns reach 
Bahrain Air Officer Commanding should send instructions there 
for training of Bahrain Police and British and American 
volunteers from Oil Companyo 

N., F.S., D.S.F., U.S.F. and P.A. Bahrain 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, 
TlRFiaiPK Diparthint, 

EXPRESS LETTER 
[N. B.—This li on ORIGINAL MESSAGE, sent by post to save telegraphic 

expense and undue use of the wires, but intended to be treated, On 
receipt, with the same expedition as if it had been telegraphed. To 
sai'e time and formalities it is worded and signed as if it had been 
so despatched,) 

From 

The Chief Ordnance Officer, 

r\ y 
'To 

! 
Headquarters, Sind Bri 

J 

gade Area; 

, A'o. G.P/9/&H.. 
a/ 

Dated 

Lito I 
/ 24 - 8 - W39. 

Subject Daapatch oi-Btaiaa 
Inference:- A.D.O.S.P. No, 6140/1/^2, dated 7-8-59. 

One Case Military store wei&ing Bears 5-15/16 
intended for Political Agent, Bahrein, is being despatched to 
you by Passenger Train on 24-8-39. Kindly arrange to take 
delivery and acknowledge receipt. 

Shipping documents are forwarded herewith. 

Enclo; 4 Copies Shipping Requisition. . 1 Advance copy of Issue Voucher No. c/2154 dated 8-39. 4 Copies Packing Account (l.A^ J4.-2090;. 
1 Railway Receipt No. dated 24-8-39. 

r) 
Condr., 

for Chief Ordnance Officer. 
Copy to f ihe Political Agent, Bahrein. 

/ \ For information* 
7 X 

/ S. 6. 
ID/DM. AfFP—280 S&P—(M-540)—17-7-38—300,000. 
/ 
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GOVERNMENT OP INDIA, 
DEPENCJS Department, 

EXPRESS LETTER 
[N, B % —This is m ORIGINAL MESSAGE, sent by post to save telegraphic 

expense and undue use of the wires, but intended to be treated, on 
receipt, with the same expedition as if it had been telegraphed, To 
sa^e time and formalities it is worded and signed as if it had been 
so despatched,] 

From 
The Chief Ordnance Officer, 

Ferozepore Arsenal 

( 

To 
Headquarters, Sino Brigade Area; KARffitt. 

X 
28/- 8 - 

p.s4 
1929, No. G.F/y/B&l. , Dated 

Subject : - Jjaacfttcb jit JLfeUfcfi* 
Belereoce:- A.D.O.3.P. No. 6140/1/P-E, dated 7-a-i939. 
Item ArmB_cou^»opents. 

Two Cases containlog the above item weighing 
10-7/8 Beers intended for Political Agent, Bahrein, are being 
despatched to you by Passenger Train on 28-8-39. Kindly arrange 
to taKe delivery and acknowledge receipt. 
\ 

shipping documents are forwarded Herewith. 
Socle: 4 Copies shipping Requisition. \ l Advance copy ox issue Voucher no. C/2190 dated 8-39. 4 Copies Packing Account Cl.A.F.2.-2090). i ifcllway Receipt no. jIS/o dated 28-8-1939. 

>rn is 'i S) j> t \ Condr,, 
/ — for Chief vrfinance vfficer. 

/ ' ' 
\ Copy to:- \ 

The Political Agent, Bahrein. 
s.e. For information. 

MFP—286 SAP—(M-540)—SI-7.38—300,000. 

ID/dm. 
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URGENT 

_ 

No. )^oS/ /(, of l35e 
Office of the Adviser to 
the Government, Bahrain 
Dated 8th Rajah, 1358 24th August, 1939. 

H. B. M*s Political Agent, 
Bahrain. 

MEMORANDUM . 

I should he obliged if you would enquire from 
the Government of India whether they could supply 
the Bahrain Government with one million rounds of 
new 303 mark Vll ammunition. 

Adviser to the Government. 

SM 
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■ . ; 

. 
o o v ee : /£) ericf to e o 11 
j ; • t • >■»'■ ; ̂ 

. t 

t T . . 
. 

\ . 

, 

"iot*! OTiupno bldutt^ifox lx PopilJo ocf Mxrorte I 
Ylqq;i/2 Mxroo ‘lerld'Qrfv/ Bi^nl lo Knorin‘ iovoP o il 
lo zbnuoi aolLllm ©no xlcMw ^nsncniavoO ill sir! 
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& 
IMPORTANT AiNU CQMFlDhJjTIAL • 
No 1483-1. &jf43* Political Agency, 

Bahrain, the 25th August 1^39- 

Toi- 
The Adviser 

to the Bahrain Government 
Bahrain. 

The supply of 303 marls: 7 ammunition 
to the Bahrain Government. 

Memorandum. 
Reference your Memorandum No11405-16 dated 

the 24th August 1939 on the above subject and our sub 

dated the 20th June 1939 I informed you that in addition 
to the twelve Vickers Earthier guns the Honourable the 
Political Resident has already requested the supply of 

600,000 rounds of ammunition. 

in this supply the present stocks of ammunition held 

by the Bahrain Government should be examined to see 
what proportion is serviceable and of recent issue. 
I understand that the Bahrain Government already possesses 
approximately 1,000,000 rounds of 303 ammunition. 

sequent conversation. 
In my confidential meittDrandum Not379-1.a#43 

I suggest that before asking for an increase 

Assistant Political Agent, Bahrain. 
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S’C 

Telegram. Cc.'T-C- 

From 
To 

No. 
Dated 

Political Agent, Bahrain, c/o Postmaster, Ziarat. 

Headquarters, Sind Brigade Area, Karachi. 

z/11 f A fie A - RA-ttA^O- 

25th August 1939. 

Arifiy Headquarter's No. 6140/1/P-2 dated the 7th 

August. Issue of V.Bs for Bahrain. 
Grateful if you would telegraph if these have reached 

Karachi. 

- Political Agent Bahrain care 
Postmaster Ziarat - 
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. 
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Ho•C/496-1•a/43 
Political Agency, 

Bahrain, the 29th August 1939 

To 

Headquarters, 
Sind Brigade Area, 

Karachi. 

MEMORANDUM . 

Reference Army Headquarter* s !lo* 6140/1/P-2, 
ciated the 7th August 1939. Issue of Vickers-Berthier L.M.Gs 

S# I write to confirm the request which I made by 
telephone to Colonel Collinson on Sunday evening, the 
^7th August 1939, that the guns and connected stores may 
be sent to Bahrain by the next Gulf mail boat ex-Karachi, 
addressed to the Political Agent, 

3. I much regret the trouble which this entails, but 
I was unable to take delivery personally in Karachi as 
orlgi.naj.-Lj intended, owing to my hurried return to Bahrain 
as the result of the existing situation. 

/ / 

Political Agent, Bahrain 
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T _L ̂ram Int ar. 

Frora Air Officer Co.. ..a in a, H-bb<-niya. 
To Political Resident, Bushire. 

Repeated Political Agent, Kuvait. 

Political Agent, Muscat. 

PolitiCcl Agent, B lir in. 

R.A.F. Station, fhaibah. ' • 

No. A.O. 466. 

Dated 31st August 1939. 

i 

7a f rtcM 

Your 412 August 30th received after 

SKcd-- despatch of my Z-218 August 30th. ——" 

In view of your 412 emergency reserve to be held 

at R.A.F. Station, Shaib&h for Kuwait will nov : be 50 

rifles 10,000 rounds small arms ammunition nc 4 Lc"is 

guns complete with sets of spare parts, Bipods nd 10 

agazines per (gr. omtd). see para. 28 Defence plan). 
Do not propose to take any action regarding Muscat t 

present but if tribal situation deteriorates could 

provide 4 Lewis guns and,supply S.A. Reference your 

(gr.mutd.) 180 August 22nd last paragraph, have no 

instructor capable of instructing in Vickers Earthiers 

guns. Suggest you obtain one from India or despatch 
Police N.C.O. from Bahrain for short course in India 

immediately. 

Jr * 0 . C . 
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4 

■l 

Ci r>7 V 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
H 17 

Secret* Department. 

EXPRESS LETTER (AIR MAIL). lA/-' 
[N.B. — This is an ORIGINAL message sent by AIR MAIL which provides a means of communieaLon more 

expeditious than the ordinary moil and is cheaper than the telegraph. I* ** intende 0 e r€ / 1 e 9 
on receipt, with the same expedition as if it had been telegraphed. To save time an o o «** « 
formalities it is drafted in the form of a telegram. It is authenticated by the signature of a 
responsible officer o f the Department.] 

Bushire, ssujlx t ̂ e September, 1939. 

1 

No.695-3 of 1939. 
Dated 

/ yt« 
The Air Officer Commanding, British iforoes in Iraq, ibbaniya* 

Repeated The Political Agent, 

i f 
j* J 

Bahrain.w 

/ J D 
/ 

for Seirfetary to tile Political 
Resident in the Persian Gulf. 

{Signature) 

{Designation) 

Tour telegram Ho.A*0*460 August 31st* 

2. On behalf of Bahrain Government Political Agent, 
Bahrain, hae approached Government of India for loan of instructor. 

sd. C.G.Prior. 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 

Attested . 
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lAA^ 

mmmm 

| * c\Art 'J 

Telegram 

From 

To 

Repeated 

No. 414 

Inter. 

Political Resident, Bushire. 

Air Officer Commanding, Iraq 
Political Agent, Kuwait. 

Political Agent, Bahrain. 

Political Agent, Muscat. 

Dated ana received 2nd September 1939. 

Your telegram of 

Not (J- 

>Oth August, Z.218. 

I concur in your proposal to hold arms 
mentioned at various (gr.mutd.). , tio 

UvJ 

t 
' 

2. As Bahrain Government are (gr/mutd.) 12 
Vickers Berthier guns vide' my telegram No.402, August 
30th I suggest arms mentioned in your telegram Z.70 

August 27th be earmarked for Kuwait and Muscat. 

- RLdlDFNT - 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 
< > 

/ 

No. 688 -S of 1939 

The Hon’ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf presents his 
compliments to \ 

The Political Agent, 
Bahrain. 44 

and has the honour to transmit to him a copy of the undermentioned 
documents (*). with the request that he will report receipt 
of the guns. 

Hritish Consulate-General, BUSHIRE. Dated... ,. 2t | d ..f^.. 1 : 9 . 39 

Reference to previous correspondence : 

Description of Enclosure. 

i X 

Ck t. I 
Name and Date 

i 

v 

u k Government of India letter 

No.F.54(l)-E/39, dated the 
10th August 1939. 

Subject. 

Supply of arms to the Bahrain 
Government 

^ \ 
X 
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Inter Telegram 

From 

To 

Repeated 

Air Officer Commanding, Habbaniya. 
Air Ministry, London. 

Political Resident, Bushire. 

Political Agent, Bahrein. 

Army Headquarters, India. 

Ho. A.O. 501 

Dated 7th September 1959. 

Ji 

Your X.149 September 6th addressed to 

Iraq repeated Army Headquarters. 

When can an Army officer and H.C.O. be 

made available for Bahrain Defence Force. Consider 

essential these should be despatched at early date. 

- A.0• C. - 

/S 
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SECRET. 

T5\/ 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, 

Ext ernal Affair s Department, 

EXPRESS LE '‘•PTP'J V-T O 

fN'B,—This is an ORIGINAL MESSAGE, sent hy post to sa c telegraphic expense and undue use of the wires, but intended to be hrated, on. 
receipt, with the same expedition as if it had been telegraphed. To sure time and formalities it is worded a<,d siyt ed as if it had been, so despatched.] 
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6S 

U H U I N T. 

/ 

Political Agency, 
Bahrain, the 7 11th September 1939 # 

To 

Headquarters, 
Sind Brigade Area, 

Karachi, 

Sub j ect ! Supply of V.BS. to Political Agent, Bahrain. 

Reference Army Headquarters letter No. 6140/1/P-2, 
dated 7th August 1939, and my memorandum No•C/496-1.a/43, 
dated 29th August 1939, on the subject cited above. 

2 . Railway receipts for certain stores despatched from 
l 

the Allahabad Arsenal have been sent to me here. 

3. I return these herewith duly signed in case they 
are required and should be grateful if arrangements could 
be made to ship^ both these stores and those despatched 
from the Ferozepore Arsenal^to Bahrain without delay. 

Political Agent, Bahrain. 
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f. a 

T'. jr. "S" 
From po 11 uic. eat ; Bl. ir in. 
To Government of India, Simla. 

Bo. 164 

Da t ed lit n S tmber :i jc ̂. 

Weijhtman to Hay. 

Your demi official letter F 54 (l) 
d£ tec. 24th August. 

i .0.0. from India definitely required. 
Air Officer Commanding unable assist. 

POnlilCAL - 
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From 

f. *4^ 3' 

Telegram G.T.G. 
Political Agent, Bahrain 

To 

No. 
Dated 

Headquarters, Sind Brigade Area, Karachi 

/£ o. 
11th September 1939. £A° 

[ fry. My memorandum C/496 dated the 29th August. 
V.Bs for Bahrain not aboard Gulf boat which arrived 

here yesterday. Please telegraph urgently by what ship they 
are being sent. 

Political Agent 
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Telegram G.T.C 

From 

To 

No. 
Dated 

Political Agent, Bahrain. 

Headquarters, Sind Brigade Area, 
169 
14th September 1939. 

y U<j 
My telegram No. 160 dated September 
V.Bs have now arrived. 

Karachi 

11 th. 

Political 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [71r] (141/260)

Telegram 

I cl 1 *- 1 ' % 

En clair 
From Political Agent, Bahrain. 

To Small Arm School, Pachmarhi, 

No* 168 

Dated 14 th September 1939 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [72r] (143/260)

Telegram Sn clair 

Jo® 

From 
To 

No. 
Dated 

Received 

Sind Brigade Area, Karachi 
Political Agent, Bahrain. 

17/26/9 
14 th? 
15th September 1939 

Your 160 of 11th September. 
Stores despatched S.S. Varela. 

Area Karachi 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [73r] (145/260)

1 / 1 
w 

Z'' 

> No. 3A3/100/4(VB). ' 
Headquartersf Small Arms School* India. 

3AUG0E f C*P* 19th September 1939. 

® 7 / 

To 

v 
The Chief of the General Staff 

Army Headquarters 
o 

taf f § (M. T. 3. ) 
* SIMLA* J - 

IS' 
(L.M.G.-Y.B.). _ S5"/ 

The following telegram has been received from the 
Political Agent* Bahrein:- 

“tbS. Grateful if you would send me by Air Mail 
complete instructions for use and maintenance VB gun". 

2. Would you please arrange to send direct to the Political 

Agent* Bahrein, 3,A.T.Volume l/, Pamphlet Ho.4 (India) and 
Amourers Instructions. 

Colonel. 
offg. Commandant* 

Small Arms School* India. 
Copy to s- 

Army Headquarters (M.G.O.Branch)*^Simla. 
The Political Agent, Bahrein. V 

/ 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [73v] (146/260)

> */ '•/ 
Jiy)*\OCi\kA?:. ,;.'H I^XV . 

'Vx'/ .aicnl iXoo^oS s&za IJU^B t&isfi&vpbAQK 
♦ t’SQl TscfEC^iqtiE risQl * < t*0«HCKJUA8 

,oT 
'M LMiemVi §tti f 0 JeJttiD 9 itT 

^ JHI8 t .iT»^rjsu|>f'B9K TcnrtA 

nn 

sfjJ src^l l vrlss^v rra^d sac ia;ir^9Jos pnt'srcllo'i or*7 
otateiiiAtf ^csbA 

IlisH tciA 'cef am fciisa l?Iwow uo\£ 11 Xx/lddarr 
,*nu3 £V ©onan^ntaii fen a 3 ̂  irol anoid oiru anl &}9lqmo 

fsolJ tl'/'i ih<J o# 1©3?11 agfliST a aeaslq itoy fcXt o pr «S 
fefLa (Alfefll) ^ # c>f isl/lqiaijs^ <*esjX©\ .T^A.B ^nisirifle t ln©BA 

.enoidot^rc enl ei&iuomk 

# X»noXt?0 

f X fismmoO 

,.'■! t ■ ; , : ,• - : J.. •»::; 
OX ̂ qoD 

* c (i1oni;‘y^*0 # 0*i£) atrsdTiaijpX bsH ymA 
V ,al»*rflfie tlns^A IJ3alixIo c I HfiT 

146Reference: IOR/R/15/2/746. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781528.0x000093

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781528.0x000093?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [74r] (147/260)

<S)7^ 
Telegram ̂S ,f 

From Government of India, Simla. 
To Political Agent, Bahrain. 
No. 15^5 

Dated 22nd September 1939. 

Hay to Weightman. 

Your telegram 164, September 11th. 

2. Arrangements made for deputation of 
Havaldar Instructor to Bahrain. He will embark 
at Karachi on September 24th and report to you on 
arrival. Terms of his appointment will follow. 

V 

>) IS 

FOREIGN - 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [75r] (149/260)

Received from the Air Lianson Officer. Bahrain, 
the following items--: V, 

\ X \ 
K.8513I. S23957. 
K. 9910^ R.30551; 
H. 17184. K.2866. 

\ 

1 Box Cartridges# 

Political Agent# 

f 

k 
$ 

c- V 
\ cx 

^ 
\\ 

' 0 ' 

^ <L^ V-V Y' 
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SBRSQ*#* 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [76r] (151/260)

'5* i 

\ 
» \ 
\ \ 

itecoived from the Air Liaison OfficerBahrain, the 
following items-: 

.tef, ho. Section. Kos. 
7B 

Pistol Signals 34108,36433,30324,31776, 
It* 32371,39178,44753,31551, 

43251,34994,35450, 
31571,32323,44931, 
37009,40028,36583, 
45274,8909, 37974» 
20? Cartridges. 

Signal li" Ked. 3 Boxes ananunition. • 
1 1 odder: packing case. 

Date 
u 

Political Agent. 

/6 PhA&i a^cL 7v *4u+**a> 
^ ft A • I U*Ju, • 

%li!9r 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [77r] (153/260)

CtDTT 
Telegram En clair 

From Political Agent, Bahrain. 
To Chief Ordnance Officer, Ferozepur 
Repeated Army Headquarters, M.G.O. Branch, Simla 
No. 177 
Dated 23rd September 1939 

Reference Array Headquarters letter No. 6140/1/P-2 
dated 7th August Annexure A. 

Please despatch urgently following articles not 
received: 

Holder, cleaner, block and plug gas V.3. 4 
Rod cleaning cylinder block gas V.B. 4 
Other missing articles being reported by letter. 

~ Political - 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [78r] (155/260)

THE BAHREIN PETROLEUM COMPANY LIMITED 

Awali, Bahrein Island, Persian Gulf, 

No,PA-473 . September 24, 1939 
\ 

His Britannic Majesty’s Political Agent, Bahrein, 

Dear Sir, 
This is to acknowledge receipt of 

16 Verey Light Pistols 
72 Rounds Red Verey Light Cartridges 

handed to Mr, L.K. Crowhurst yesterday, Sept.23rd 1939. 

Yonv? very truly. 

M.H. LIPP 
^g,Chief Local Representative THE BAHREIN PETROLEUM COMPANY LTD. 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [79r] (157/260)

Telegram en clair 

From Political Agent, Bahrain. 
To Chief Ordnance Officer, Ferozepur 
Repeated Army Headquarters, M.G.O. Branch, Simla 
No. 180 
Dated 26th September 1939 

My telegram 177 of 23rd September, 
Rod cleaning cylinder block gas V.B, 4 now traced. 

Only holder cleaner block and plug gas V.B. 4 required 
urgently. 

- Political - 

* 

y*s 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [80r] (159/260)

n*. /^^/ia/c/o. ^I'd dri• lotal Punjab Hegimen’t* KAEiAOHI (SADAR). iito.9.1939. 

Tne Paiitical Agent, BAHRAIN, 

Subjects- A- X'ACH&^T uF TO TWlTB^WP^ TAr 

NO. R/S6631/i 
e 
r 
e 
3 
C 
d a ̂7 1 ̂ d l Ua f te K S » Indla > (A-G's Branch), 

in confirmation of ny cablegram of 26th Sep« 1939. 
No.5040 havildar Manga Knan of this unit, who has been selected 
to proceed to Bahrain to instruct personnel of the Bahrain 
Boxice Force in the v*B.gun,^ left Karachi on 24th Sept. 1939. 

Lieut .-Colonel 
Commandant 3rd Bn. 16th Punjab Regiment 

Copy for information to:- 
H.Q. western (I) Distt., Quatta. 
"^•a^Sind Bde. Area, Karachi. 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [81r] (161/260)

V 

Printed in England. Sept. 1938. (12339 Pads ’* 

H 5 

s § 

S 'i 

H £ 

Circuit. 

NB10/Z /KARACHI 15 26 l6l6 BETA! 
POLITICAL AGENT BAHRAIN 

5/ADJT HAVILDAR MANGAKHAN THIS UNIT LEFT KARACHI 24TH SEPTR 
3/16 PUNJAB REGT 

L >■ V C A « 
E*!-' 

Vs 
tl V -M 

«.S J 
y.S c o 
II 

Jp 

MARK YOUR REPLY Jm/ieUaC 
NO ENQUIRY RESPECTING THIS TELEGRAM CAN BE ATTENDED TO WITHOUT PRODUCTION OF THIS COPY. 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [82r] (163/260)

© %o 

No. C/591-1.a/43 
Political Agencyi 

Bahrain, the 29th September 1939. 

To 

The Chief Local Representative, 
The Bahrain Petroleum Company Limited, 

BAHRAIN 

Pear Sir, 

I should be much obliged if you would circulate 
the attached notice to those who have stated their wish 

to take the Machine Gun Course, a list of whom is attached 

herewith* 

Yours faithfully, 

1 . 
k 

Political Agent, Bahrain. 

1 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [83r] (165/260)

NOTICE 

© r/ 

We are awaiting the receipt of Training Manuals 
before starting off instruction in the use of Vickers 
Berthier guns. 
2. Meanwhile those who have put their names down 

for the Machine Gun Course are invited to take a short 

course in the use and maintenance of the Army Rifle, 

Squadron Leader Coates has kindly offered to give a 

preliminary lecture and demonstration in the Auditorium 

at Awali at 5 p.m. on Monday, the 2nd October 1939, and 

afterwards to put those 'who attend through a short course 

on the Range. 
3. Squadron Leader Coates will arrange times for 

firing on the Range at the and of his lecture. 

4. Mr. Lipp has promised to arrange that those who 

might be prevented from attending the lecture by being 
on duty with Defence Units will be relieved for an hour 

or so if they apply to Mr. Crowhurst. 

Dated '29th September 1939 Political Agent, Bahrain. 
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(H) 

M4CHIN2 GPUN CO-URSi: 

Orlsewood 
Pendre11-Smith 
Simpson 
Builock 
Walstow 
Lions 
Tallis 
Clifford 
Pyrah 
CJornall 
Barrett 
Chalmers R.V. 
Waddell 
Freeman 
Collins F. 
Atkinson 
Catlow 
Sisson 
Bush M. H. 

Claringbold 
Dodridge 
Gosling 
Gordon M«T. 
Ince 
T. Taggett 
Angus 
Walker W.R. 
Wild 
Chalmers D* 
Bone 
Flemming T. 
Cassell 
Godfrey R. 
Sherman 
Khight 
Watson, N.E® 
Wright J.W. 
McConnell P. C. 
Wright R. E, Sutton 

167Reference: IOR/R/15/2/746. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781528.0x0000a8

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781528.0x0000a8?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [84v] (168/260)

168Reference: IOR/R/15/2/746. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781528.0x0000a9

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781528.0x0000a9?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [85r] (169/260)

The Political Agent 
Bahrain 

Dear Sir, 

a 

1st October 1939 

(g) ^3 
Cable and Wireless Ltd 

Bahrain 

With reference to the notice issued to the members of the Bahrain Petroleum Co regarding volunteers for a course in the Bren guh, I would like to know if you would have any objection to 
rry attending this course. 

Tours faithfully. 
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D.O. No. C/598-1.a/43 
Political Agency, 

Dear Mr. Coombe, 

With reference to your letter dated the let 
October 1939 regarding the Course in Vickers Berthier 

gun, I write to inform you that the Political Agent 
has registered your name as a volunteer for the Course. # 

A preliminary course in Rifle Musketry is being given 
by Squadron Leader Coates and the first lecture is to 
be held at the Awali Auditorium at 5 p.m. on Monday, 
the 2nd October. It is hoped that you will be able 
to attend this preliminary course also. 

Yours sincerely, 

R. B. Coombe, Esq., 
Cable and Wireless Limited, 

Bahrain. 
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Official 

instructions—if 

anv 

Printed in England. Sept. 1938. (12339 Pads.) 

CABLE AND WIRELESS LIMITED. 
(incorporated in England) 
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From 
Telegram Inter. 
^.A.F. Headquarters, Iraq. 

To Air Ministry 
Repeated R.A.F. Station, Shaibah 

Army Headquarters, India 
Political Agent, Bahrain. 

Mo. A.0. 598 
Dated 2nd October 
Received 3rd October 1939. 

fVot 
Your S 40564 dated June 27th, reference 

Persian Gulf Defence Schemes. 

Request information as to when Army Officer and 
M.C.O. for Bahrain Defence Force may be expected to arrive. 
Consider it most desirable to have Army Officer permanently 
available for Persian Gulf Area as early as possible. 
Several questions concerning defence arrangements in Bahrain, 
Muscat, Kuwait require co-ordination by this officer. 
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SECRET 

\ 

The Hon’ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf presents his compliments 
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*not 
received• 

© €5 

Telegram Inter. 

y rom Air Officer Commanding, British Forces in 
Iraq, Hahbaniya. 

To Air Ministry, London. 

Repeated R.A.F. Station Shaibah. 

Army Headquarters, India. 

.No. A.O.5.. 

Bated and received the 2nd October, 1939. 

ftot ' 

Your S.40564 dated June 27th, reference 

Persian Oulf Defence Schemes. 

inform as to when Army officer and IT.C.O. 

for Bahrain Defence Force may be expected to arrive. 

Consider it most desirable to have Army officer permanently 

available in Persian Gulf area as early as possible. Several 

questions concerning defence arrangements at Bahrain, Kusc-t 

Kuv/ait require co-ordination by this officer. 

-Air Officer Commanding. 

W .L. 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
Department. 

EXPRESS LETTER (AIR MAIL). 
[N.B. —This is an ORIGINAL message sent by AIR MAIL which provides a means of communication more 

expeditious than the ordinary mail and is cheaper than the telegraph. It is intended to be treated, on receipt, with the same expedition as if it had been telegraphed. To save t ime and to obviate 
formalities it is drafted in the form of a telegram. It is authenticated by the signature sf a 
responsible officer of the Department.] 

No. C/613-1, a/43 
Dated 

Bahrain, mo* 
li* ^ 4th October 19 39 

To 
Army Headquarters, India, Master General of the Ordnance Branc 

New Delhi. 

Repeated 
Chief Ordnance Officer, Ferozepur 

Subject ;- Supply of Vickers Berthier guns and equipment to Bahrain. 

Reference ioy telegrams No. 177 dated the 23rd September, 
Not* 180 dated the 26th September and Ferozepur Arsenal telegram 
No. 37 dated the 30th September. 

{ \ l- 1 » 

2. ' As a result of a re-check by an Indian Amy IT,C.O. Instructor 
who has just arrived it has been that ^all equipments and spare 
parts mentioned in Annexurea A and B to 'rmy Headquarters A.D.O.S.F. 
No. 6140/I/P-2 dated the 7th August 1939 have been received. The 

Jr 

issue vouchers will be returned by ordinary mail. 

c 3. It is requested that the issue of the following additional 
articles may be authorised and arrangements made for their immediate 

despatch 
(1) 12 cases, leather, asbestos lined, for carrying the 

second barrel of each gun. 
(2) 12 cases, leather, for carrying larger spare parts 

and tools for each gun. 

S. 4L4. 
MFP—367 S&P—(M-508)—15-7-35—10,060 

(Signature) 

(Designation) for Political Agent, 
Bahj 
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The Bahrein Petroleum Company Limited 

Awali, Bahrein Island, Persian Gulf, 

His Britannic Majesty’s Political Agent, Bahrein, 

Dear Sir, 
This letter will acknowledge receipt of 

1 Revolver 
1 Box 50 .455 Cartridges. 

Yours very truly, 

Acting Chief Local Representative THIH BAHREPT PYTROLEOM COMPANY LIMITED 
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■HOB 
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VERSY LIGHT PISTOLS 

Refinery 

3 Patrol Cars ... 3 
10 Refinery Lights ... 10 2 Sitra Lights ... 2 
1 Sitra Pier ... 1 
1 Wharf ... l 

~ 

Field 
5 Tank Batteries ••• 5 
3 Camel Sections ... 3 
4 Patrol Cars ... 4 

12 

1 Reserve Awali Office 1 
Mr.Hopper at Sea ... 2 

3 

GRAND TOTAL 32 

Political Agent ... 20 
Purchased ... 12 
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Telegram "S" 

From Political Agent, Bahrain. 

To Prior, care Foreign New Delhi. 

No. 

Dated 25th October 1939. 

Demi-official. Weightman to Prior. 

Gould you'enlist Government of India 1 s 

aid in trying to expedite sanction for Bahrain 

Volunteer Defence Force and provision of regular 

Army officer and N.C.O. required. 

- Political - 
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From 
To 

Telegram "Inter” 

Foyal Air Force, Headquarters, ’Iraq 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, 

Repeated Political Agent, Bahrain. 

Your Y 890 August 30th and C/600 October 19th 
have the 12 Vickers Berthier guns arrived Bahrain. 
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Telegram "Inter" 

From 

To 

Repeated 
No. 

Rated 

Political Agent, Bahrain. 

Royal Air Force Headquarters, Iraq, Basra. 
Political Resident, at Kuwait. 
229 
25th October 1939. 

Your A.C. 654 dated 24th October. 
Yes. Training in progress. 

Political 
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From Royal Air Force Headquarters Iraq. 

To Resident in the Persian Gulf 

Repeated f , Bahrain. 

R.A.F. station Shaibah to pass. 

No. A.309 

Dated 16th November. X2\ 
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\ 

Telegram Inter. 

From 

To 

Repeated 
No. 
Dated 

Political Agent, Bahrain. 

Royal Air Force Headquarters 
Political Resident, Kuwait. 
266 

17th November 1933. 

S7f 

Your A.3C9 dated 16th November. 

Yes. See my 229 dated 25th October 

^ ?3 
- Political - 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [99r] (197/260)

From 
To 
No. A 
Dated 

rtoyal Air Force headquarters, 
rolitical Mgent, Bahrain. 

314. 
Igth received 19th November 1939. 

Iraq. 

fi 
s 7^ 

Your 266 in ovember 17th. 

'i 

No trace your 229 October 25th. 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [100r] (199/260)

Telegram Inter 

From 
To 

No, 
Dated 

Political /gent, Bahrain. 
Air Headquarters, Habbaniyah. 
274 
19th November 1939. 

Your A.314 dated the 18th November. 

My 229 October 25th read as follows: 
"Yes. Traiming in progress." 

- Political - 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [101r] (201/260)

Prom-i Air Liaison Officer, 
Bahrain,Persian Gulf. 

TO H#B.M*s Political Agent, 
Bahrain. 

Date-: 20th December 1939. 
Ref.-: AL0/S/Air/20. 

Subj-: ISSUE OP RIFLES. VERY PISTOLS 

With reference to the six Rifles, twenty Very Pistols, case of .303 ball ammunition and case5Very lights that I handed over to you some time; these items have now been placed on my inventory charge. 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [102r] (203/260)

j j ^ ̂  SSU ®^ them to you on temporary loan and it is requested that you will issue inst- 
?? th * peo P le now folding the items to see that the items are not lost and that empty rounds and ammunition cases are not thrown away. 

Squadron Leader. 
Air Liaison Officer 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [103r] (205/260)

From R.A.F. Headquarters, Iraq. 
Air Ministry, London. 

Political Agent, Bahrain. 

Defence Officer, Persian Gulf 
' 
490. 

To 

Repeated 

Dated and received the 12th June 1940 

r O 

C 3 ) 
URGENT 

Reference most secret letter S 40,564 June 27th 39. 

Request authority to demand and issue arms, accoutre 

ments, equipment and ammunition required for Bahrain local 

defence force. Suggest procedure be similar to that for 

Iraq Levies. 

Please repeat to Defence Officer, Persian Gulf 

v c/ 

(Copy given to Defence Officer, Persian Gulf) 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [104r] (207/260)

Telegram "Q”. 
From Political Resident, Bushire. 

Your demi-official letter 7 "o.C/481 dated June 12th 

paragraph To.4. 

2. If India is contemplated as source of supply it will 

be advisable to give early notice of requirements. 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [105r] (209/260)

* SLCHET 

s 

C.O.No. C/831-1*a/43 Dated the 

My dear Hose, X’ -£"7^ 

I do not iak.gine that you uave yet 
your telegram Ho. ?4jQ dated the 12th June 1940 to the Air 

Ministry regarding arms equipment etc, for the Bahrain Local 
Defence Forcej but I remember that you said that you thougnt 
that we should have to get rifles machine guns and ammunition 
for Bahrain from India# I mentioned tnis my report to the 
Politic**! Resident ana ne has pointed out that if India ia 

contemplated as a source of supply it would be advisable to 

give them early notice of requirements# Perhaps therefore 
it might be worth while considering whether India should be 
asked to ear-mark, say, 150 rifles, 6 V#B* guns md an appropriate 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [105v] (210/260)
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [106r] (211/260)

- 2 - 

things warm while Dyard is away* I have arranged to borrow 

rifles, V*Bs and elaerly amrfiunition from the Baixrain Government 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [106v] (212/260)
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [107r] (213/260)

/ 

(|oy) 1 
f/H' 

Telegram 
From 

To 

Repeated 

No. 

Inter. 

A.G.C. Iraq. 
Political Agent, Bahrain 

Political Agent, Kuwait. 

Political Resident, Bushire. 
$ 

A 452. 
Dated and receive' the 28th June 1940. 

V/ing Commander Bray Equipment Branch will be in 

operation in Basrah 9th to 12th July. Suggest if possible 

Byard should meet him to discuss equipment requirements. 
Accommodation available at Royal Air Force margin. Intend 

sending Rose to Kuwait about July 6th but will postpone 
few days if Byard can accompany him from Basrah. 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [107v] (214/260)
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [108r] (215/260)

Telegram "Inter" 

From 

To 

Repeated 

No. 
Dated 

Political Agent, Bahrain. 
Air Officer Commanding, Habbanj.yah 
Political Resident, Bushire. 

Your telegram No. A 452 aatea 28th June./’ 
2. Byard is in Bombay vide my telegram No.'153 

dated 23rd June. I have no information regarding 
duration of stay. Suggest you communicate with him 

through Armindia. 

Political 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [109r] (217/260)

ilr 

U/l/u* . W 
' 
'ot? 

Telegram 

From 

To 

Repeated 

No. 

Inter. 

A^ir Officer Commanding, Iraq 

Political Agent, Kuwait. 

Political Resident, Busnire 

Political Agent, Bahrain 

A 407. 

Dated ana receivea tne 3rd July 1940 

Up 
l/s- y 

Major Rose due Basran a.m. July 6th Shaibah p.m. 

Juiy 7th. If convenient and aircraft available will visit 

Kuwait earry July 8th returning Shaibah same evening. 

Confirm to Basra. No information from India yet regarding 
date of Byara’s return to Bahrain. 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [109v] (218/260)
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [110r] (219/260)

S 7-® A /l. 
mt (g) ic>7 

Telegram 

From 

To 
Repeated 

No. 

Inter. 

Air Officer Commanding, Iraq. 
Political Agenl, Kuwait. 

Political Resident, Persian Gulf 

Political Agent, Bahrain. 

Shaibah. 

A 472. 
Dated and received the 4th Julv 1240. 

Important. m 
Visit of Major Rose to Basra, Shaibah and 

Kuwait postponed for several days. 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [110v] (220/260)
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [111r] (221/260)

TO POLITICAL AGENT , BAHRAIN. 

FROM BASRAH. 
Originator’s Number Date In reply to Number and Date 

(Write horizontally) 

PERSONAL WEIGH THAN from ROSE 
5 

G> 

BIARL leaves KARACHI on 12/7 
10 

too late to meet 
15 

BitAY 

or myself at BASRAH 
20 

0 

But F/Lt. THOMAS available at 25 

BASRAH any time for 
30 

discussion 

on equipment matters = 
35 

- 40 

45 

50 

^ f/f 

1 n / 

55 

^rr 
60 

This message must be sent AS WRITTEN 
and mayt be sent by W/T. 
Signature 

This message must be sent IN CYPHER 
and may$ - be sent by W/T. 
Signature 

Originator’s Instructions* Degree of Priority* 

System in Time in Reader Sender System out Time out Reader Sender System out Time out Reader Sender 

L 

TIME OF , ORIGIN.^ 84 3 z/1 1 
T.O.R. 

T.H.I. 

* The Signal Department is responsible that these details are transposed to the appropriate portion of the message form and that all possibility of compromising 
distinguishing signals ^tc^^^^mittin^t^emov^th eir signification from the address, etc., is avoided ; _jtefore_deliyery_of_the_message_these_details_are_to_berednsertedJnJ>^L. 

212026 W. Wt. 34608/2471. 147,250 pad*. 1/39. W. & S. Ld. 51-2900. 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [111v] (222/260)

~ 

— 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [112r] (223/260)

/• ft- ^3 I q.9 

Telegram 
From 
To 

Repeated 
No. 

Political Agent, Kuwait. 
Political Resident, Bush ire, 
Political Agent, Bahrain. 
CJ 328. 

Dated and received the 15th July 1940. 

My telegram No.29y dated June 24th. 
2. As Rose has since visited Kuwait visit from Byard 

not urgent and would no\ be more useful after confirmation 
of amendment to Defence Scheme. 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [112v] (224/260)
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [113r] (225/260)

The Adviser to the Bahrain Government presents his compliments to : 

Bahrain. 

and has the honour to send him a copy of the 
undermentioned documents, for information. > 

Adviser s Office, 
Manamah, Bahrain. 

No p/ //^ ~ sr 
Dated:— August 19, 1940. 

Description of enclosure. 

Name and date Subject. 
Copy of letter No.1132- 
SF dated August 19, 1940 from the Adviser to the 

Rifles 
Force. 

the Defence 

Reference to previous correspondence 
s.z. 
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [113v] (226/260)
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‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [114r] (227/260)

- / 

Ho. //3 a/sr of 1359 
Office of tine Adviser to 
the Oovermsont f Bahrain 
Dated, 16th Rajab, 1359 

August 19, 1940 

m 

Major A*C• Byard, Defence Officer, Bahrain, 

Memorandum: - 

Vifith reference to your request that 
the Bahrain Government should lend you 2 
machine guns and 41 rifles; I should be obliged 
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/ 

SECRET . 

Erom-J Defence Officer, 
Bahrain,Persian (mlf. 

TO H.B.M’s Political Agent, 
Bahrain . 

Date-: 21st August 1940. 
Ref.-: DEj?/ARM/54. 

Sub.i-: ISSUE uP .303 L.M.Gs. FOR 
BAHRAnr lOcaIj 'volunteer difence force. 

With reference to my attached copy of 
letter to Officer Oommanding, R.A.F.S tation, Basrah, 
of even reference dated 21st August 1940. It would 
be much appreciated if the ̂ahrain Uovernement would 
grant the loan of at least two of their Vickers-Berthier 
Machine Ouns to enable me to start straight away with 
the training of the gun crews. 

2. Will you please take the matter up 
with the Adviser, Bahrain Government. 

Major Defence Officer, 
Bahrain,Persian Gulf. 
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3 . w ■ I . | ft 
Defence Off5.cer f 
BsJxrain f Pe 2 ' , 8 ian 

Officer Com; landing, 
H.A*r• Station, Basrah. 

21st August 1940. 

Dfiir/AHM/54. - 

ISSU. OB B. -Os BO BAHRAIN LOCAL VOihl T E 

Fith reference to Air headquarters letter 
3/124^8 dated 25th «^une 1940, it is requested that 
the following items may he supplied for the use of 
BaiD:*ain Local Volunteer Defence Force. 

• 503> Light Machine Guns - Vickors Berthier 6 ✓ 
together with tripods, tools and spare parts 

2, It is requested that these may he supplied as 
early as possible, as there are now sufficient Volimteers 
trained in the use of the Rifle to form the crews for 
these Light Machine Guns and it is desired to commence 
their training now. 

JoT Defence Officer, 
Bahrain,Persian Gulf, 

Copy to* Political Agent, \/ Bahrain. 
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Cpnfidectlrtk 

@ ll 4 

D*0.No•C/672-1.a/43# Dated the 21st August 1940. 

Reference our t elephone conversation about 
Byard* e desire to borrow arms from the Bahrain Government: 
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J 

Confidential. 

D.O.No. U&3/S.F 

/■ fl- >t> 

Q 
Bahrain, August 27, 1940. 

$.<?■> (p ■ 
1 s' Dear Howes, 

Reference your D.O.No. C/672-1.a/43 dated 
21st August 1940. 

The Bahrain Government is willing to lend 
2 Vickers-Berthier guns to Byard, for the Defence 
Force, until he is supplied with guns by Officer 
Commanding, R.A.F., Basrah. 

Yours sincerely, 

Captain J.B. Howes, I.A., H. B. M f s Political Agent, Bahrain. 
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. 

v:' * t : 

. 
' 

. { • i 

... • • 
. 

236Reference: IOR/R/15/2/746. Copyright for this page: Unknown

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781529.0x000025

http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781529.0x000025#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781529.0x000025?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [119r] (237/260)

Confidential 

D.O. No. C/496 

■Jft 'hb 

You have 8 machine guns belonging to the State 
Police which were loaned for the use of the Defence Force 
sometime ago. 
2. Belgrave is enquiring as to whether they can be 

returned to him. I said that it was doubtful whether 

Army Headquarters would be able to send any replacements 
to you. 
3* I think however you might approach them and ask 

whether they cannot now replace these weapons. 

Major H. T# Hewitt, M.C., 
Defence Officer, Persian Gulf, 

Yours sincerely, 

L 

Bahrain. 
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& !l 7 
CONFIDENTIAL . 
D.O.Def/Air/S/101. 

Dear 

Defence Office, Awall, 16th July, 1941 

si 
Reference your DO.C/496c£ 24th 

May. 
I am afraid that at the moment 

there is very little chance of Army Headquarters 
suoolying V. B. guns in reolacement of those 
on loan from the State. 

Yours sincerely, 

y*i x 

Major R.G. Alban, O.B. E., The Agency, Bahrain. 
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1/ 1 
•i-s;'-' 

3 

onn'tict—m--1 i-cm — ;«rn-u )—jjiv . jyc-i .k m—-c_ott,-n 1 

Defonoe Offi® Persian Gulf, at Baorain. 
Np. DSP/S-28/42. Dated. 15th Aug *42. ‘1| 

uS.. 34 ISF Bde, 4gN. 
The Defence Officer BRH has a , loan . 8 _ v,B * of . 

ahoi’ch of BRN. These were originally loaned - or A.A. RHgiRffiad: def n 
the*Refiner yV They are not new feeing used for this purpose, as;the A.A. 
defences 

are^now a^ious for their return. ^ 
T would recommend that 4 fee returned to Bahrain Government f ° r 

State Police, and that a^!2flh"elial 
Bofenc^Police^are^maintained fey the Bahrain Government entirely. Scthe 
DQfsn r- +ioq+ +>!« v "R G\ms wovo all rsturnsd to tliott jO^x-mmont. 

SSJrf-tSSftn «**..««. ttet «..l, VT-n ha. 4 ck™ 
fee 
9 
approved. I am having the Gu n crews trained 

y c 

BSY, CO >py to:- H.B. 

Maj., 
D.O.P.G. 

u Tll0 p#A- for information of The Kor^le Resident P.G^ 

J'l .1 -b 
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28/1-G, 28A-F & l.a/5. 
Th« Agency, 

Bahrain, the 20th Augt**t 1942. 
Confidential . 

m r it 
Pleaae rof»*r to [mra 5 of your dQffll~offlclal latter 

No .C/595, dated 11th August 1942. 
2. Before the war the Bahrain Government acquired 12 

V.B. Light Machine Guns for their State Police, of which 8 
were lent to the Defence Officer in the winter of 1940-41 for 
the purpose of A.A. defence* These 8 guns are no longer 
required for this purpose and Major Hewitt suggests that 4 are 
returned to the State Police and the other 4 given to the Special 
Police. I am writing officially to Belgrave? I gather fro® 
him that His Highness the Shaikh is likely to concur in this 
suggestion. • \ ; I !. | , j\ 3. In view of this development, I do not think we shall 
want 4 Breda Machine Guns for Bahrain, as suggested in para 4 

^ U I o p *Jjt i - aJ v-* of your demi-official letter No.C/660, dated 17th August 1942. 
I have written to Wakefield, asking for his views on this and 
the other questions raised in your lettew. 

Sd. M.G. Dixon. 
1 : \ 

/ - \ 

The Hon'ble Lieut—Colonel W.B.Ilay, C.I.S., 
Political Bcsldent in the Persian Gulf, 

Camp, Bahrain. 

i i 

•/ 
'i i 

-1 
1 ' 
A % 1 \ v 
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%w>£ to C nu*VMf 

. 
SX Samt mitveto a&swtiaB $>rif ©w^lpr *S 
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SaCRST . 
yo,C/1868 > 
To 

28/1.F & 28/1.G 
w 

Political «Agencj 9 
Bahrain, the 20th August 1942. 

The Adviser to the Government 9 
Bahrain. 

Memorandum . 

The Defence Officer reports that the 8 V.B. Light 
Machine Guns which the Bahrain Government loaned to him in 
the winter of 1940-41 for the purpose of A .A. Defence are no 
longer required for this purpose. He strongly recommends, 
however, that 4 of them should be handed over to the Special 
Police for anti-sabotage work in the Befinery and Oil-Fields. 
I would enquire whether, in view of the fact that the Special 
Police are maintained by them, the Bahrain Government agree to 
4 of the 8 guns being loaned to the Special Police for this 
purpose, the remaining 4 being returned to the State Police. 

for Po al Agent, Bahrain 
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Letter No. 180/16 dated 16.3.39 from Adviser, Bhn. Govt. 
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X.L. No. P.Z.3767/39 dated 22.6.39 XTMT 1 l n b^- a Office, London. 
Letter No. S.10547/l/Air 0. dated 26.6.39 from AHQ., H f niyah. 
Letter No. S.10547/l/Air 0. dated 28.6.39 -do- 

^^V^ p.L. No. C/230 dated 28.6.39 from P.R. (Camp) Banrain. 
Tel. No. T/lll dated 29.6.39 from P.R., Bushire. 
X.L. No. 650-S dated 13.7.39 from P.R., Bushire . 
P.L. No. C/260 dated 21.7.3: from P.R. (Camp) Shiraz. 
Letter No. F.54(i)-N/39 dated 10.8.39 from G.0.I., New Delhi . 
Letter No. 1344-16 d ated 14 .8.39 from Adviser, Bh n. Gove rnment, 

Issued tel. No. 110 dated 15.8.39 to P.A., Bahrain at Ziarat. 
X.L. No. Z/26 dated 16.8.39 to Secy, to G. 0. 1., E.A.D. , §zi 
Issued D.O. No. Z/27 dated 16.8.39 to P.R. Camp Shiraz. 
P.L. No. C/371 dated 18.8.39 from P.R. Camp Shiraz. 

- 1 

Tel. No. T-180 (post copy) dated 22.8.39 f rom gowle ,,Shiraz. 
Endt. No. F.54(l)-N/39 dated 23.8.39 from G.O.I., E.A.D. 

D.O. No. F.54( 1 )-N/39 dated 24 ̂ 8.39 from E,A»D^>- iliml a. 

X.L. No. G.F/9/R&I dated 24.8.39 from the chief Ordnance Officer, . _ ^erozepore Trsenal. 
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-i(S 
X.L. No. G.F/9/R&I dated 2-8.8.39 from C.O-O., Feroz epore. 
Memo. No. 1405/16 dated 24.8. 39 from Advise r, Bhn. Govt. 

Memo. No. 483 dated 25.8.39 issued to Adviser, B.G. 

Issued tel. No. Z/ll dated 25.8.39 to HQ. Sind Brigade Area, 
Karachi. 

Tel. No. 17/26/G dated 26.8.39 from Ar ea Karachi. 

Issued Memo. No. c/496 dated 29.8.39 to -do- 

Tel. No. A.0.466 dated 31.8.39 from A.O. C., Ha bban iya h. 

X.L. No. 693-S dated 2.9.39 from P.R., Bu shire. 

Tel. No. 414 dated 2.9.39 from P.R., Bushire. 

P.L. No. 688-S dated 2.9.39 from -do- 

Tel. No. A.0. 501 dated 7.9.39 from A.O.C., Habbaniyah . 

X.L. No. F.54(l)-N/39 flated*9.9.39 from Foreign, Simla. 

Issued Memo, dated 11.9.39 to H.Q., Sind Brigade Area, K'chi. 

Issued tel. No. 164 dated 11.9.39 to G.O.I., Simla. 

Issued tel. No. 160 dated 11.9.39 to HQryoSind Brigade Area. 

Tel. No. 169 dated 14.9.39 to -do- 

Issued tel. No. 168 dated 14/9/39 to Small Arm School, India. 

T el. No. 17/26/9 dated 14/9/39 from HO. Sind Brigade Area . 
i 

Memo. No. SAS/100/4CVB) date d 19. 9.39 from the Chief of "" General S taf f (M.tT 1 J.~) Army Heaaquarters, Si mla. 

Tel* No. 1595 d ated 22.9.39 from G.Q.I., Simla. 

Issued Receipt dated 23/9/39 to A.L.O., Bahrain. 
issued Receipt -do- -do- 

Issued tel. No. 177 dated 23/9/39 to C.O.O., Ferozepur. 
Letter No. PA-473 dated 24/9/39 from C.L.R., Ba pco. 
Issued tel. No..180 dated 26/9/39 to C.O.O., Ferozepur. 
Memo. No. 41.15/c/ O dat ed 20.9.39 from Commandant, 3rd Bn. 

16th Punjab RegimehtT 
~ 

Tel. Xgxza/ABjEX dated 26.9.39 from Punjab Regiment. 

Issued letter No. c/591 dated 29.9.39 to C.L.R., Bapco. 
Le tter dated 1.10.39 from C.& V7. Ltd., Bahra in. 

Issued D.O. No. c/598 dated 1.10.39 to R.B. Coombe, Esq., 
C.&W., Ltd., Bahrain. 

Tel. No. 37/PERL dated 30.9.39 from Arsenal, Ferozepore. 

r 

Tel. No. A.0.598 dated 2.10.39 from R.A.F. HQ 1 Iraq. 

! 

'% 

T 
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-Os & 
P.L. No. C/526 dated 4.10.39 from P.R. Camp Kuwait. 

X.L. No. C/613 dated 4.10.39 to AHQ India, Master General of 
Ordnance Branch, New Delhi. 

Letter No. PA-486 dated 4.10.39 from C.L.R., g apco. 

Distribution List of Verey Light Pistols.,' 

Issued tel. No. 228 dated 25.10.39 to Prior care Foreign, 
New Delhi. 

T el. No. A.0.654 dated 24.10.39 from R.A.F. Iraq. 

Issued tel. No. 229 dated 25.10.39 to R.A.F. HQ. IRAQ, Basrah. 

Tel. No. A.309 dated 16.11.39 from -do- 

Issued tel. No. 266 dated 17.11.39 to . -do- 

Tel. No. A.314 dated 18.11.39 from -do- 

(Rptd.)P.R. 

Issued tel. No. 274 dated 19.11.39 to A.H.O., Habbaniyah. 
Memo. No. AL0/S/Air/20 dated 20.12.39 from A.L.O., Bahrain. 

^ ■”' 1 — " — — 1 ■ ■ • — — — 

Tel'. No. ?490 dated 12.6.40 from R.A.F. Hq., ’Iraq. “ — — - 

Tel. No. 441 dated 26.6 .’ 40 from P.R., Bushire. 

Issued D.O. No. C/531 dated 26.6.40 to Major Rose, Habbaniyah. 
Tel. No. A452 dated 28.6. ’40 from A.Q.C.. ’Ir aq. 

Issued tel. No. 208 dated 29.6.40 to A.O.C., Habbaniyah. 
Tel. No. A407 dat e d 3 .7.40_fr om A.O.C., ’Iraq. 
Tel. No. A 472 dated 4.7.40 from A.O.C., ’Iraq. 

Message dated 11th Ju ly from Major Rose, H abbaniyah. 
Tel. No. CJ 328 dated 15,7.40 from Political Agent, J Cwait. 

P.L. JJo ^P/1146-SFdated 19.8.40 from Adviser, B.G. 

Memo. No. DBF/ARM/54 dated 21.8.40 from D.O. B.G. 

Issued D.O. No. C/672 dated 21.8.40 to Adviser, B.G, 
D.O. No. 1183/SF dated 27.8.40 from Adviser, B.G. 

Issued D.O. No. c/496 dated 24.5.41 to D.O.P.G.Bahrain. 

D.O. DEF/Ai r/S/IQI dated 16,7.41 from D.O., P .G., Bahrain. 

Def/Air/S-13/1 dated 24th Septr., 1941 from D.O.P.G., Bahrain. 

DEF/S-28/42 dated 15th Aug. , 1942, from_ -do- 

Issued D.O. No. C/1267 dated 20.8.42 to P.R., (Camp) Bahrain 

Issued Memo. No. C/1268 dated 20.8.42 to Adviser, B*G. 
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