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The file comprises copies of correspondence relating to the purchase of machine guns by the Government of
Bahrain, through the Political Agency, for use in Bahrain. The file’s principal correspondents are: the

Political Resident in the Persian Gulf (Lieutenant-Colonel Trenchard Craven William Fowle; Lieutenant-Colonel
Charles Geoffrey Prior); the Political Agent at Bahrain (Hugh Weightman); officials at Royal Air Force (RAF)
Headquarters in Iraq; Government of India officials; the Adviser to the Government of Bahrain (Charles

Dalrymple Belgrave).

The file includes:

« correspondence concerning an order for machine guns, initiated by the Ruler of Bahrain,
Shaikh Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifah’s request through the Adviser to the Government of Bahrain in March

1939,

that he would like to purchase twelve Bren guns (f 5), including: discussion amongst British Government
officials over the long delays involved in obtaining Bren guns (f 9); Government proposals for Vickers-
Berthier (VB) guns as an alternative, and the relative merits and demerits of VB against Bren guns (f 14); the
eventual order of VB guns, with equipment lists (ff 38-42), and their despatch to Bahrain from Karachi in
September 1939 (f 70); the Government of Bahrain’s order for ammunition for the guns (ff 56-57);

« arrangements for a Havaldar instructor to be sent to Bahrain to assist in the training
of use of the machine gun (f 45, f 74, ff 80-81), and arrangements for training sessions at Bahrain (ff
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82-86);

« correspondence dated September and October 1939 between RAF and Air Ministry officials,
concerning the need for a Defence Officer in the Persian Gulf (f 65, f 88);

« further correspondence dated from June 1940 onwards, relating to the supply of machine

guns and ammunition for the Bahrain Defence Force, and the loan of VB guns by the Government of Bahrain to
the

Bahrain Defence Force (ff 103-120);

» acknowledgements of receipt dated September and October 1939 respectively, from the
Chief Local Representative of the Bahrain Petroleum Company, Milton H Lipp, for sixteen Verey light pistols
and ammunition (f 78), and one revolver with ammunition (f 92).
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Forwarded with the compliments of the Secretary, Political

Department, India Office.

A copy has been sent to /,, i I

by gg_Mail.

FheForergmSecretary, Grovernment-of Jadia.
The Political Restdent-n-the—LPersian Gulf.
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| Pe%¢6827/38,
THE WAR OFFICE,
WHITEHALL ,
K S.W.1,
W 010/2128 (M.I.2.) 3rd October, 1938,
! /
Pear Gibson,

I enclose a copy of a letter from the

Soley Armament Co., Ltd., stating that the Government
% f; - of Bahrain has made enquiries sbout Bren Cuns. Ve
? \ are answering to the effeet that no Bren Guns sre

likely to be available for disposal for some considersble

i time.

| 1 Yours sincerely,

| (Sgd.)

JuPs Gibson, Esq.,
India Office,
‘-v"hitehallp SeWele
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%.6827/38,
? opyY The Soley Armement Co., Lid.,
I 8, Park Village Hast,
London, NeWel,
20th September, 1938,
N
A The Director of Army Contracts,
?, Caxton House, Tothill Street,

i vestminster, S.W.l.

8ir,

7e have an inquiry from the CGovernment of
Bahrain for a small number of Bren Guns, they ask whether
we csn supply these, end et what price?

0f course we understand that there are none
of these as surplus, but we think it possible that your
department might be willing to supply & few guns for
this deetination, in which cesse 1t could be done through
us,

vwe should appreciate the favour of en early
reply,

Yours faithfully,

For and on behalf of
THE SOLEY ARMAMENT CO. LTD,

: (84.) J.M. BALL,

..< ,w_
SR ) ..,-_:,“ﬁ
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E el No. 180/16.
Bahrain,
E m w1 Dated, March 16, 1939.
. 9 §
) . & 3 '}
|1 3 “
‘ | From
‘ C. Dalrymple Belgrave, Esquire, C.B.E.,
; , Adviser to the Government of Bahrain,
! i Bahrain,
i ; Persian Gulf.
i
& | | To
18 - His Britannic Majesty's Political Agent,
! {
:F 3 Bahrain.
I f SIR,

I have the honour to inform you that His
1 Highness wishes me to enquire when it is likely
that Bren guns will be available for the State
Police.
I B His Highness wishes to purchase twelve of
| these guns; he would like to obtain them as
soon as possible and is prepared to pey for them

in advance if this would expedite or ensure delivery.

I have the honour to be,

| ‘ Sir,

j 74

i ,/8k<3 Your most obedient servant,

@W

Adviser to the Government.

S

|

Bl 3 e

L e L -
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Reference "os- Alr lleadquarters,
5,10647/1/A1ir O, £ British ¥oreces Iu 'Iraq, !
3 Habbaniya, 'IRAQ. i

T CRET l’f*j /5‘ 1] 1939
- WU ‘ ApY (]
/L

qu1

e g) w A b

T have the honour to report that in connection
with the Arpreciation for the Nefence of #AMETY, forwarded
to you under my 5,11751/aip 0 dated 3rd April, 1520, T
have racelved a cory of a letter from the "onourable
Political Nesident in the Persisn Oulf to Yis Yajesty's
Secretary of State for I"NIA concerning the provision of
the twelve "Nren” guns for the BAURIIM Folice referred to
in paras. 15 and Appendix "B", para. 13 of the Appreeciation,

3ir,

2. The Honouravie rolitical Resident slates in
his letter that His ilighness the Shalkh of BAIRLIN is very
anxious to obtain these guns and is prepared, if necessary,
Lo pay in advance should this assist in expeditiag the |
delivery of the guns.

e It will be realised from a perusal of the
Arpreciation thal these "Bren" guns are necessary to
complete the armauent of the Police Foree Lo a sutisfactoRy
basis to compete with local defence roeguiresents., I[n view
of the general situation it ls recommeanded that the
provision of thesc Z3ns, o7y at aay rate 50% of them

should be givensome desres of priority,

1 have the honour to be,
91!‘. 4

Your obedient Servant,

N \//M//V“u‘

iy Vice 'arshal,
Commanding British Poress in 'Irag,

The Und secr
¥ini Y
Al ral H

KING

ot
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From
To

Dated

No.

Seeretary of State

(o2 [®
27
INDIA OFFICE. n = POLITICAL DEPARTMERT.
o 4 }‘T
S

EXPRESS LETTER (AIR MAIL).

i
/,,,\)/ £y

Politicsal Resident in the Persian Gulf, repeated to Pol.Agent,

Bahrein, snd Govt. of India, Zxt.Affnirs Department.

6th May 1939.

| e e e e e e

P.Z.2746/39.

54

Your express letter of the let spril, No.293«8 of
1939. Sahrein Defence. War Office state that supply
of Bren gune could not he made available for at least 18
months. Thay suggest consideration of alternative of
Viokers-Berthier guns, which would be more readily
available from India. Thie might be investigated by
you in consultation with A H.Q., Indis ? 1 understand
that experience in Indims hss shown that the Vieckerse
Berthier gun is highly setiefactory, and in some quarters

it is thought superior te the Aren.

The issue of the above has been authorised.

(Sgd.) R. PEEE,

VR

s syt

BRITISH
Avydan
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No. 70 7— ’L

Bahrain, {

2 \
% Dated, May 17, 1939, ‘i{ ' )
£ J

From
C. Dalrymple Belgrave, Esquire, C.B.E.,
Adviser to the Government of Bahrain,
Bahrain,
Persian Gulf.
To
His Britannic Majesty's Political Agent,
. Bahrain.
/ U :
/ f7/g/ v// oy
S, g {5

I have the honour to inform you that I have
received an off;r from the Czechoslovak Arms manufac-
turing works, at Breno, to supply twelve light machine
guns, of the type required by the Bahrain Government
at £.122/- each.

Before proceeding with the matter I enquire whether
you approve of our;burchasing the guns direct from the
makers.

: We were put in touch with the manufacturers by one
- of the English firms to whom we had previously written
on the subject.

His Highness is very anxious to obtain some of these
guns and to cbmmence training the Police in their use.

I enclose a booklet which please return.

/////// I have the honour to be
hﬁ) 3 Sir
ﬁLVruv. Your most obedient servant,

) &; . ;QWQ.

Adviser to the Government.

50
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-
neference j1o:=- 4 :\1] Headcnartersy
$+10647/1/pdr O, . rit¥sh Porces in 'Iraq,

Fobvaniyas "IRAQ.

% Y
SEQRET. ﬁ/' lak gune, 3939,
VT

DCEEIGE OF BAURSI. Y

Sir, y

I have the honour to refer to your ¢/175 dated 19th
Mayes 1939 regarding the suggestion that "VickerseDerthier" Light
Automatics should be provided for the BAHREIN Police instead of
"Bren® Cuns,

2 Tfrom what I understand the "Vickers-Rerthler" Light

Machine Cun is a mosl excellent light autRomatic and has been

1tz‘r.\vund vgry satisfactory in the Army in INDIA including Native
el;ml Se

5 I understand it was only after very extensive trials
that the Army Counell finally decided on the "Bren" in preference
to the "Vickers-Berthier" for the re~arming of the British Army
and that in the meantime the Army in I''DIA had been re-armed
with "Vickers-Berthier',

4y The "VickerseBerthier" has, I understand, s slightly
less simple mechanism than the "Bren", and if both the "Bren®
and the "Vickers-Berthier!" were readily available I would
recommend the "Bren® be purchased, In view however of the delay
in the supply of "Bren" guns and in view of the very satisfactory
reports from Indian Army units I recommend that the "Vickerse
Berthier” gun be adopted for the BAIRLIN Polices A further
advantage of thig is that the Indian Army i1,0.0. Instructors
with the BAIRE'IT Police will presumably have been trained with
“"Vickers-Berthier" not "Bren® and algso any BAIREINT Police
1eCa0's sent on courses to I Army wnits will find these
units equipped with "Vickers-Berthiers®, -

I have the honour to bes
Ty
Your obedient Servant,

&
A /
747 //?5%
v : 5 Adr Viee Mn{nbal.
The Wcﬂ Rgeident in the Pedsian Guif,
s . G

e ——————

Copy toi= w./
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ﬂccret
. GOVERNMENT OF INDIA,

External Affairs Department.

Bxpress letter gby air mail). (To I.0.o0nly)e

No.F.54(1).N/39,  Dated Simla, the 9th June 1939,

i
To {‘ :2 J
The Secretary of State for India, K\J;//

London.
Repeateds- Briteconsul, Bushire.

<

Reference copfespondence ending with your Express
letter No. P+Z.2746/89, dated 6th May 1939. Supply from
jnaia of Vickers-Berthier guns to the Bahrain Government.

2. The position is that the existing contract with
Messrs., Vickers-Armstrongs Limited for the manufacture of
Vickers-Berthier guns in Indian Government factories for
supply to countries outside British India does not provide
for supply to the Bahrain Government. A representation from
the Government of India (vide Defence Department letter to
the Secretary, Military Department, India 0ffice, ’6-29‘17/
4/M.0.(C)s, dated 13th June 1388) for the manufacture of
Vickers-Berthier guns for certain foreign cougf;-iea and for
British Dominions, Protectorates and Poaseaqions East of
Suez was made to the firm who were unwill / to modify their
stipulation but were prepered to oonaiderY;:quirolnntl as
they arose.
3. The Government of India in the Defence Department
are now approaching the Secretary, Military Department,

/ India

ki

s

A

e o b
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-

India Office, to obtain permission from the firm for the
manufacture of the twelve Vickers-Berthier guns in India for
supply to the Bahrain Government and the result will be reported

in due course.

The issue of the above has been authorised.

sd. W, Ra[’ll)’o
Deputy Becretary to the Government of India.

|
|

gy .

Bl i

A
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|
From India Office, London. I
To Political Agent, Bahrain.

No. 1036
Dated 14th received 15th June 1939.

IMPORTANT.
Addressed Political Resident repeated
Bahrain copy by post to Government of India. Sre
2. Your Express Letter of May 31st, No. 517-S.

(Received June 12th).

There.is no objection in the present
circumstances to Bahrain Government ordering twelve
Bren guns from Yerman firm in question who can apparently
give delivery many months earlier than United Kingdom.
War Office however point out that this might lead
to difficulty in regard to supply of spare parts. It

appears that when Bren guns purporting to be according

to British specification were manufactured by this i

firm on a previous occasion it was found that spare
parts manufactured in this country were unsuitable.
If firm are asked to guarantee that guns will conform
to British specification and that spare parts will be
interchangeable War Office think no difficulty should
arise though they cannot without examination of actual

guns guarantee that British spare parts will be suitable.

3. I understand however from Air Ministry that

they could guarantee to supply Bahrain with twelve Lewis

guns/

b

st sl L. i
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guns this summer. They suggest that Bahrain Government
might find this adequate until British Brens become

available.

- RETAXANDUM -
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Babrain Felice as well as for other Defease Forges in the
Arab Statesy asd I attach & statemest showing the susber of
gung and ronsis of ssmwnition required. I would be srateful
if I oouldd be informed an soon as possible shether thesw
gune can be supplied frem Iudime

8de TelsPowles
Folitionl Hesident in the Fersiau fulfs

Altegted.

\
.

tor tary to the Felitieal
Rgstdent in the Fersian dulfs
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Secret
;
| DsOs No. C/378-1.a/43 Dated the 17th June 1939,

| Please refer io the correspondence on the subject of
: the purchase of 12 Bren guns for the Bahrain Police from a
German firm.

2. I have received a communicetion from the India Office
to the effect that there is no objection in the present cir-
cumstances tec the Bahrain Government ordering 12 Eren guns
from the Cerman firm in question. The War Office have however
pointed out that this might lead to difficulty in regard to
the supply of spare parts. It appears that when Bren guns pure
porting to be according to British gpecification were manuface
tured by this firm on a previous occasion it was found that
spare parts manufactured in England were unsuitable. If the
German firm are asked to guarantee that the guns will conform
to British specification and that spare parts will be inter-
changeable the War Office think no difficulty should arise,
though they cannot without examination of the actual guns
guarantee that British spare parts will be suitable.

3. The India Office have alao been informed that the Air

12 Lewis guns this summer, but I should imagine that weapons
less liable to complicated stoppages are essential for the
Bahrain Police.

4. The offer of the Germen firm expired on the 15th June
and I suggest that before any action is teken these points
together with the sugsestion that Viokor's Berthie- guns be
purchased from India be discussed with Mr, Veightman on his
return from tour, -

Yours sincerely,

C. Dalrymple Belgrave, E8qey CoB.E.,
{ Adviger to the Bahrain Government,

i - i

Ministry could guarantee to supply the Bahrain Government with

s oo A

o A
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GOVERNMENT OF BAHRAIN.

Confidential.

No. 708/ /6  or 1358
Office of the Adviser to
the Government, Bahrain
Dateé 29th R/Thani, 1358
18th June, 1939,

! H. B. M's Political Agent,
1 Bahrain.

] : ¥
t ! MEMORANDUM..

Reference your D.0.C/378-la/43 dated 17th
June 1939,

Before definiptely ordering Bren guns from
Germany I should be grateful if you would enquire
whether the British Government would supply the
Bahrain Government with 12 Vicars Berthia guns
i ‘ and if so when and at what price. Should this
be possible this Government will purchase Vicars

Berthia guns instead of Bren guns.

@WMMM

Adviser to the Government.

e,

gy

1
|
[
|

o
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Political Agenc
No.C/379-1,a/43, TR

Bahrain, the 20th June 1939

7 ; \\‘ I /

The Adviser to the Bahrain Government,
Bahrain,

ME . 0. 5 /6

Plegeé refer to your confidentisl memorandum
No.908/16, dated the 18th June 1939, on the subject
of the purchase of twelve Bren guns.

2, The Politiceal Residoqz has mede an urgent enquiry
“
from the Government of Indig«whether they can supply
twelve Vickers Berthis guns and 600000 rounds of

ammunition for the Bahrain Government,

b -
¢ ;
Agsistant Political Agent, Bahrain,

't";qs
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SECRET. 4

FJ e ————

GOVERNMENT _OF INDIA.

Externel Affairs Department.

EXPRESS LETTER (AIR MAIL).

No.F.54(1)-N/39. Dated Simla, the 9th June, 1939.
To The Secretary of State for Indis, \
LONDON.

REPEATED:~ BRITCONSUL, BUSHIRE.

Reference/correspondence ending with your Express
letter Ho.P.Z.2746/39, dated 6th May 1939. Supply from India
of Vickers-Berthier guns to the Bahrain Government,.
2 The position is that the existing contract with
Messrs. Vickers-Armstrongs Limited for the manufacture of Vickers
Berthier guns in Indiasn Government factories for supply to
countries outside British India does not provide for supply to
the Bahrain Government., A representation from the Government
of India (vide Defence Department letter to the Secretary, 4

Military Department, India Office, No. 29917/4/M.G.(C)., dated

Sl 4 ¢

13th June 1938) for the manufacture of Vickgrs-Berthier guns
for certain foreign countries and for Britigh Dominions, Protect -

orates and Possessions East of Suez was mad¢ to the firm who

RS —

were unwilling to modify their stipulation but were prepared to

consider requirements as they arose.

oy

~ 3. The Government of India in the Defence
Department are now approaching the Secretary, Military Depsrtiment, d

India Office, to obtain permission from the firm for the manu-

facture of the twelve Vickers-Berthier guns in India for supply i

[

to the Bahrain Government and the result will be reported in due ¥
course.

The issue of the above has been authorised. i

(sgd.) W.R. HAY.
Deputy Secretsry to the Government of India.

TR S
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Reference 1Tos=

8.10547/1/Air O,

ORI

T Yo

o

SECRET, ///J,

DEESHGE OF BANREIN ¢

Sir,
I have the honour to refgr to your 517-8 dated !
Slst May, 1939 forwarding a copy ¢f a letter from the \

Political Agenty BANREIN 1l0oe C/ a/43 dated 24th lay,
1939 regarding the possible purchase of "Bren" guns from 1
CZECHOSLOVAKIAS

2. I have heard, unofficially, that some trouble
has been experienced by the Egyptian'm. who are
equipped with "Bren" guns of CZECHSLOVAE mamufacture
owing to the fact that spare parts made in ENGLAND for
these "Brens" do not, in all cases, fit the foreign made
although these guns are of the same general design.
therefore, you decide that these guns are to be
gurchazod rro::t the suifotu‘o firm I;a;:smd in your letter
woul a e supp. spare parts be
obtained at the same time from the firm, i S

3e with reference to my letter 8,10547/1/Air O
dated 1st June, 1939, last sentence of paragraph 4, since

writing this letter an official War Office Training Memo= 3
randum hag arrived in which it states that INDIA has :
m“‘g ;: e thinxttmth;v 1;:::3 -w%mg’i?"a? nthﬂ.i o

gune s has’ 4 any

defects in the "Vickers-Berthiers" which is by all |
accounts a most excellent 1light automatic but simply to :
have the whole Army at home and abroad equipped and -t
trained with the same weapon. The above may, however, 3
affect your decision as to whether to purchase "Brens" or 3
"Vickers-Bdrthiers" for KUVAIT and other Persian

Gulf Stations. %

I have the honour to be,
3
Your obedient gServant,

S T

: 3 - V. #3 /7‘“%
] | |
The Hto le Poiilical dent ian Culf, t
i he Residency '
BU
S, i
Gopy to1~  Zhe Political Atents BAURELI. :

BRITISH
Avydan
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I have the honour to refer to {ha our letter No.567=3
dated 16th June, 1939 and to inform you t my letter of even
nunber dated 26th Juney 1939 was ‘espatehed just before the
arrival of your latter. g ICi

2 It would eppear that the remarks given in para, 2
of my letter are confirmed by paras 2 of telegram No. (t
$13

Reference 1ose=
7 P Os 7 Poreces in "Iraq,
J// baniya, 'IRAQ.
1 A 3
SEQRET, £ / oﬂl—(m. 1939,
7 AR B i _
e o pumEm. 4/ ¢ T 5.4
Sir. —”;J

g;?d 14th June from Iis na;}uty'c Secretary of state
Ae

% It is noted that under item 2 in the teble attached
to your letter it is stated that twelve light automatics are
5 rmlmmmpmmdwmmmmm
N\ Actnally the number intended is nine, i.e, Gthree Platoons
each with three light automatics, The lleadauarters of the
Company would not require any (para. uctthommmm Defence
Approeutlcn refers), 7

4o mthrahmoatopara.suwle of 26th June,
if INDIA are intending to rewaorm with "Bren" guns at an eerly
date it should be possible to proeure "Vickers-perthiers" from
any reserves they may have in stocks

5a I-ﬁrd it »ight ve possible to obtain,

from INIXA cient "Vickers-Berthiers" to arm the

Police and for the other Persian Gulf sgtations, If it is
possible to obitain these on loan they conld be returned vhen
British~made "Brerd were available snd "Breas" could then be
purchaged as the permanent weapon.

Ge Vhile "Vickers~Berthiers" mpmbnblyowﬂiyu
serviceshle as "3rens" for the partlicular purpose desired, now
that INDIA have decided to re-arm with "Brens” ttwantnorc
advisabley I t, fbr the BAHRRIN Police etcs.s o have
"Brens” even the permanent weapon, provided "Vickers—
Berthiers® can be obtainedonlom to carry over the period
until Britigh-made "Brens" are available,

\

I!mwthailr:nourtobo,
mm gervant,

| J/H/f , l/ys.s’u

ALr Viee Mapshal,

Copy 0 1= W

e

e

A
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i Telegram Qe
J From Political Resident, Bushire.
I‘ To Secretary to the Goe muent of India,
External Affalrs Department, Simla.
Repeated to H.M's Secretary o« State for Indis,
] Lond on,
] Copy given to Political Agent, Bahrain. ﬁ‘
: No.T/111 ‘
Dated 2uth June 1v39.
| F a
Paragraph 3 of your Express
& Letter No.F.64(1)-N/39 of th June and paragraph
i 1 of India Office Express Letter P.Z.3767 of 22nd
June. IR
' . Bahrain Gow rnment's decision
depends on when Vickers Berthier guns can be supe
-plied. Assuming that firm gives permission
for supply from India please telegraph
(a) when 12 guns for Bahrain will be

available and
(b) the balance of 26 guns shown in
enclosure to my Bxpress Letier No.567-8

of June 16th. S
4

3 Resident

({

()}L) copy given to P.A.Bahrain.
'}),,f ‘ 5

o e AL

SR A

S

T

s

i

U il 1

WAkl kgl b

il v

e

e A ——

e T el T G T 350w N A NVt P

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: IOR/R/15/2/746. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781528.0x00003e



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781528.0x00003e?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

sikaoll o s
Qatar National Library

‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [31v] (62/260)

Reference: IOR/R/15/2/746. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781528.0x00003f



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781528.0x00003f?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

sibaoll s it
Qatar National Library

‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [32r] (63/260)

Reference: IOR/R/15/2/746. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781528.0x000040



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781528.0x000040?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

sibaoll s it
Qatar National Library

‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [32v] (64/260)

Reference: IOR/R/15/2/746. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781528.0x000041



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025781528.0x000041?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilgll jhs djisa
Qatar National Library

‘File 28/55 Provision of machine guns for Bahrain police’ [33r] (65/260)

f\
2 &,
number should be 35 and not 38,

Sds T.CPOwia
Politisal Nesident in the Fersism
Gu

alteateq

(Tt

for leoretary to the Folitical
Reuident in the Persimn Gulf.,

VY ———————

o sl "M“ﬂ;y
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4
Telegram Se
From Political Resident, Bushire, at Shiraz.
To Government of India, External Affairs Department,
Simla,

Copy by post to Secretary of State for India, London.

- . . * Air Officer Commandi ng, British Forces in
Iraq, Habbaniya.

. . o * Political Agent, Bahrain.
'0.’/122-

Dated the 21st July, 1939,
<.23

/

My Bxpress Letter lo.uém 13th,
If 35 Vickers Berthier guns are not available

grateful for mmy Smaller number,

-Fowle,

Wele

s SRR iid

Ak ki shi

BT vendsam St

L

L,

Al

o
<
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| s o | oy ?

' : ~ 2
o & =2
Vl &

Nos F. 54(1)-N/39, (4

From
The Under Secretary to the Government of India
in the Fxternal Affairs Department
To o
The Hon'ble the Political Resident in g,s
the Persian Gulf,

Dated Simla, the /° August 1939,

&t . SUBJECT:= Supply of arms to the Bahrain
Government .

- -

§.33
With reference to the corrssfondence ending with
your express letter No, 660~F, dated the 13th July 1939,
I am directed to forward a copy of a memorandum from
Arumy Headguarters, India (Master General otf Ordnance
Branch) Simla, Ne. 6340/1/P-2, dated the 7th angust 1939,
with enclosure, and to convey the sanction of the

Government of India to the issue, on payment, to the
Political Agent, Bahrain, on behalf of the Bahrain
Government of Twelve Guns, Machine Vickers - Bertheir
.503" Mark/One, with connected equipment.

"#36 1 have the honour to be,
8ir,
Your most obedient servant,

w- C I‘.G . &'idg. »

Under Secretary to the Government of India.

TR

e

%)
e
]
|
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Copy forwarded for information to :=-
The Defence Departument. ‘

The Political Agent, Bahrain, C/0 Postumaster,

Ziarat, with copy of enclosures.

By order, etc.,

. A

—-—

Assistant Secretary to the Government of India.

| NS
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. 3 34
\ P
) No. auy)-z.
4 ARMY HEADQUARTFRS, INOIA,

laster General of the Urdinance Branch,

ERIORITY: - 4eD.0,8, PROVISION,

Simla, the 7th August 1959,

To

The Chief Ordnance Officer,
Ferozepores

SUBJECT: Issue of Ve Bs, on payment to the
Political igent, kakk bairein.

Instructions have been received from the Fxternal
Affairs Departuent of the Governmwent of India to issue
TWELVE serviceable part worn V.8, Mk.I with connected
equipment on payment to the 3=

The Political Agent
cf w&re.'smﬁ Brigsde irea, Kerachi

(To await arrival). ;
2. The Political jgent will take delivery of tuese guns
within the next six weeks.
b Necessary government sanction will be obteined in
due course, y
4e TWELVF GUNS, Machine Vickers Berthier .303" Mk.I
(Mark One) will be issued complete with the connected
stores detailed in the attached ANFAURE "4". hindly
enswe that all Barrels, both in Guns and spare, ere
fitbed with Mk.II (Merk Two) plugs gase The best available
part worn but fully servicesble Mk.I guns should be
issued and as far as possible all spares should be new.

" B. Inabilities should be reported to tais office by

Fxpress Letter immediately and copies of the Issue Vouchers
should be endorsed to 4.0.0.8.P,
‘ W‘ Re 8
L onel
4aDs0,8, PROVISION,®

c.p’“ -

i

AR

SR B ¢
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L SRR 2 o R RN R e

Copy to =

The ?.0.0.. 4llahabead «

For information and necessary action vide Annexure
"B" attached. Unly the items emumerated in this
Annexure will be issued by 4.4. to the PULITICAL AGENT
Bahrein, o/o Headquarters, Sind Brigade Area, Karachi

Headquarters, Sind Brigade Area, Karachi.

Fxternal iffeirs Departuent.

General Staff Branch (S.D.2)=

DeFehe(0) with reference to para. 4 of M.G.(C) R.N.
No. 33519/ki.G+(C) dated 3.8.39,

Pu.G.-'ﬁ-
Li.G.(C).

T

Gl i e b bt
ol g L Sab i

" §
o3 et

e

AR WAl 4y
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381
Amnexure "A* to A,D,0.S.P.No,6140/1/p-2 dated -8-39, o
Connected -equipment to be 1ssued with 12 V.B. Guns to
mPohtmal Agent Bahrein.
( « . AL).
Nomenclature. Quantity. ’
Section B-3. :
g / ] s
Pullthro double, Gauze A. No. 24.
1 7 Panaietts, e Yds. 300,
X Bozes,, sl grts M.G.No. 1, MK.I No. 12.%
v can int ' Lﬂ(. i o 12. 7
AR " 13, = ;
Cases can .303' M. Gk I, 4 12, 3
Punches, M. G. No. 3. » 12, A
Punches, M. G. No. 4. " 12,
o Rods, twisted, copper wire Mk.I. - eV
ecti 1
615, ;308" 3- ’
Barrel, No.i, Mk ML No. 6.v" E
ade, forenght Mk.II - i
m@. " 60 H
Low e . 6. |
gor: s B.
v~ Block, m » " 2
Bre.okot.. cover le, cocking. . & ]
m-té. ch, megazine, ~ 3.
fx le, cocking, - 3
Gﬂ. im. » 20 =
conr. ejoogg Bt i i » g. {
oc, ec ole e . -
v Oylinaor, lﬁ . " 2, 5
la.to!', @B. lk. II. i 6. -3
joc or. w 2. :
htrﬁctor QI. " 170 '1
Tod plecd, Mk. IT . 5
T e, car % § 8 . :
drin edle mefitg, : |
./ o. oo%.l. » W 8
orov backs 4 4, i
i . ipod. " 4.
: 3 s B oa%.oh, pin, locking, barrel, " i
_ ' 8 o. cocking . %. i
nr .
ARETE . .
Pawl, ca e, o = |
Pin,'mtt . x . 2. i
Mut stem cksiy!t. * 24 5
Pin, uffer » 2. i
Pin, catoh, block. breech. » 2. ;
Pin, catch, handle, coc b 6. ¢
Pin, covor. magazine opening. . 2. £
Pin, feed piece. - 6. E
V'Pi:. firing. # 16.,v &
n iixing. pin, lever, u:tch. magazine - 2. g
n, lever, ca naau . '
‘i e e
n, lo o .
Pin: pluﬁgr, pin. lonﬁg hn'ol. : 2: ;
L
"

7 e  2* e’ et 1
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Nomenclature. Quantitys

G-gch .503.‘3" l k' d tr
er, pin, locking guar er,

Plunmgger: 5111: lockwé’,bbtsu'rel.l&3
Berew, bracket, bipod.
Screw, bracket, cover, handle, cocking.
Screw, buti-plate, lower.
Scréw, butt-plate , upper,
Screw, clamp, leg, bipod.
Screw, hinge, leg, bipod.
Screw, pin, firing :
Scfew, side~piece; pistol grip.
Screw, Blevating, backs .
Screw, plate, aperture, backsight.
Sering, buff

uilier.

sfrr;zm%: cateh, block, breech, :
Spring, catch, cover, ejection opening
Spring, catch, cover, magazine opening.
Spring, catcu, hanale, carrying.
Spring, catch, handle, cocking.
Spring, catch, magazine.
Spring, extractor.
Spring, feed pisce, :
Spring, knob, handle cocking.
Spring, head scréw, backsignt.

Spring, leg, bipod. ;
v » 19'01' _cam’ m‘mt
gpr;ns. pin, Tiring, RN

Spring, plunger, pin, ?mm. trigger,
‘ Spring, plunger, pin, locking, barrel.
: : v Spring, return, kk.I,

sear.
Spring, stem, backsight,
sﬁiiﬁ, trigier, Mk,l,
%x;mg, trip, sear,
ip, sear.
Trigger, Mk.I.

o
-

4 3% 2% 33533 3% 3 3338 S 33 I YT TS I T Tz o ol
S
-

rem—

Nomenclature. Quaptity. |

Brush, cylinder, gas, V,B.

Cleaner, gas, nozzle. 4,

Cleaner, plug, gas, Mk.II V.B, =
Lower.

Uppcr. .
v Holder, cleaner, block and plug gas, V.B.
Mop, cylind.oﬁ ges, VeBe
Res&mer, r torehgn. hold, V.B.
Rod, clean s Cyl T block gas, VeBe
Scrapper, block, gas, V.B.
v" Spanner, V.B. No. 1.
v/ 8 r, V.B. No. 2.

ool, foresight. - :
Plug: 310"&. V.B, 12, ‘

-

=
o
.
>
-
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> mrrpren R e v MRS T i el T SRR i e i T S N R
|
{
U2
4o
( Zo be issued by Allshabad Arsenal)
"B® ¢ ) - =i
MNomenclature. duantity. L 35
y i
|
Sec. C=1,
Cases, spare, parts, Mk,I, ,50%" V.B.gun, Mk.I. No. 12
Cages, " y - " ® ® sCovers, * 12,
Box, Pack, transport, lik.I, .503" V.B.Gun Infy. = 2
12 Magazines in pouches. No. 12. :
24 Magazines in pouches §
Near, Mk,.I. ' 2
0ff , Mk.I, b E
=
Pouches, magazines, V.B. wdilh |
Sec g 1 } ;
Pin, keep, split 1/8" x 1 1/4", Doz« 2+0, i
Pn.. T v WISs V4T, " 2-0 E
Pin, * * 1/16x 1/2% " 20 ’
Saadias o E
Mineral Jelly, Hed. , 1bs.36-0,
¢il, Lubricating, mineral G.S. Galls. 20-0,
Turpentine. Galls, 2-0. 3
Cotton, waste, coloured. Lbs. 80-~0, i %
Lok S Group, i
‘ 1 Dosootie Old. Lbs. 60-0, \
- §
1
5 A
] = o |
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£ QR A
t t3 No. - 13‘/$’~/(
Bahrain,

Dated, 14th August 1939.

\

5 T b i
3\0
C. Dalrymple Belgrave, Esquire, C.B.E.,

Adviser to the Government of Bahrain,
Bahrain,

Persian Gulf.

From

To
The Assistant Political Agent,
Bahrain,
Persian Gulf.
SIR,

. I have the honour to inform you that the
Bahrain Government expects to acquire twelve Vickers
L Berthier guns in the early Autumn. The Political

(34 b s B g

Agent informs me that he will bring them when he
returns here from recess. At Eresent none of the
Police N.C.0s and Instructors ave any experience
of these Euns therefore the Bahrain Government will
require the services of a capable instructor to
train selected men in the use of the guns. In the
past the Government of India has offered frequent
assistance in obtaining for us Indian grm¥ N.C.0s
as Instructors. I should be grateful if the autho-
rities ma¥ be requested to lend to the Bahrain 3
Government for, say, six months, a havildar to train
the Police in using Vickers Berthier guns.

I have the honour to be,

AT,
Your obedient servant,
; 2 . W

Adviser to the Government.
S B I.J‘.L/,m...
| i

€ 4 33
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j— - N SN
i
: [ afy3
i
|
leleeram now
| From Assistant Political Agent, Bzhrain.
| To Political Agent, Bahrain at Ziarat.
No. 110
Dated 15th August 1939.
E
1 Bahrain Government request arrangements for
| loan of Indian #rmy N.C.0. for six months to instruct
Police in use of V.B. guns which they expect to receive
i shortly.

i - ASSISTANT POLITICAL AGENT -

|
1
1
|
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA,

e e RN RPARTIEY,

EXPRESS LETTER
Confidentiall

IN. B.—This is an ORIGINAL MESSAGE, sent by post to save telegraphic
expense and undue use of the wires, but intended to be treated, on
receipt, with the same expedition ns if it had been telegraphed. To
save time and formalities it s worded and signed as if i had been
so despatched.]

—
i FroM
Political Agent, Bshrain, Q.Y
Camp Ziarat.
To
The Secretary to the Government of India
External Affairs Department, =
Repeated Political Resident, Camp Shiraz.
i Now 3/26-1.a/43 Doied  1g4p August 1”9 ggj
i Subject :~ Supply of arme to the Bahrain ent .

Reference your letter No. F.54(1)-N/39 dated the 10th August

* 4 1939 in regard to the issue of 12 Vickers - Berthier light machine guns
to the Bahrain Government.

~ 2. Will it be possible to arrange for the loan to the Bahrain
Government of an Indian Army Non-Commissioned Officer (Moslem) to
ingtruct the Bahrain Police Force in the use of these guns ? The
Bahrain Government would of course meet 2ll charges on account of
pay, allowences and travelling. The N.C.0, instructor will probably
be required for a period of three months and it would be convenient

i if he could arrive at Bahrain at the beginning of October 1939.
/

Politicai Agent, Bshrain.

MFP—400S&P— (M-480)— 26-7-34—2,00 000. /
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44
Confidential ¥

D,0. No. 2/27-1../43 th‘lt’ the 16th Amt 1939,

2%
I sent my Express letter No. ZA!.«I the 16th

August 1939 direct to External Affairs Department in order
)
to save time, since it @;il involve not less than three

weeks' delay o have written to you in Shiraz and for you
to have addressed the Government of India. I trust you
will approve of this.

Yours sincerely,

-~

7
The Honourable Lieulenani-~Colonel M
Sir Trenchard Fowley K.CiI.E.y C.BuiEsy .
Political Resident in the Poraiél Gulf,
Camp Shiraz.

)
[
[
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e

Telegran Se
From Yolitical Resident, BSushire, at Shiraz.

Govermsent of India, Bxternal Affairs
- Department, Simla.

Jopy by post to His Majesty's Secretary of State for !x::::.

ile
# % & @ 7The Afr Officer Commanding, British Torces
in Iraq,
“ « » w The Political Ageunt, Bahraine

‘c'r/ﬁ"o .
Dated the 18th Augast, 1939.

- ;) 33
My telegram 50.1/122 July 21iset.
Vel ghtman informs we that when he was in
Simla Ceneral Staff iuformed him that they could let
;ﬁnu Government have 12 Vickeérs Serthier guns. Jare
there any more available ?

Y

“

R

- Powle.

Wela

vaexvﬁmu_‘_‘w ks "’ﬂ‘%
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1629,

Telegram XX., No. T-180, dated (& recd.) 22nd August 1939,

From . » . + . . Fowle, Shiraz,

i [o ST S ey L Foreign, Simla. (With a request that they
will post copy to Weightman, Ziarat)

(Repeated to Air Officer Commendi Irag. Copy by post to
Secretary of Sta%é’fora%ndia, ondgns’).

TUPORTANT o

Your telegram No. 1149 of 21st Mugust. (Copy to Air
Officer Commanding by post). In view of present international
s}tuation the sooner the twelve Bren guns can be sent to
Bahrain the better. By what date can guns reach Bahrain ?
Pending formation of Force detailed in paragraphs 14 and 15
of Bahrain Defence Scheme, I suggest directly guns reach
Bahrain Air Officer Commanding should send instructions there
for training of Bahrain Police and British and American

volunteers from 0il Company.

s

No, F.5., D.S.F., U.S.F. and P.A. Bahrain,

M.S.H,

T R

i

W 10 sk ko ittt sl

3 P SV WSR2

._.u--—*.—.—_x‘;-fl_. ~

o il
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T e T e o RO R L N B SR e \ DR R

NOQ FoM(i)‘N/-”go

A copy of the undermentioned paper is forwarded to

the Air Officer Commanding, British Forces in Iraq,
Hal iya,

the Political Agent, Bahrain, C/o The Post Master, Ziarat,

for information.

\ By order, stc.,

NP

Assistant Secretary to thé Government of India.

External Affairs Department,
Simla;
The ~3% August 1939.

- b4
[ Pelegramto the Political Resident in the Persian
Gulf, No. 1149, dated the 2lst August 1959.

s an e bbby | i
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1149.
Telegram XX., No. 1149, dated 21st August 1939.
From . .« i . . Foreign, Sdmla,
o st Political Resident in the Persian Gulf.

(Copy by post to Secretary of State for India, London, A.0.C.,

Iraq & P.A., Bahrain)

~{VPORTANT F«‘?é

Your telegram No. T/175, 18th August. Guns for Gulf
States,

24 Regret no more Vickers Berthier guns available either
for purchase or on locan. It is sugzested that War Office be
asked to give priority for supply of Bren guns to these States
and that Air Ministry offer of Lewis guns referred to in
Secretary of State's Express Letter No. P.Z, 3767/39 dated
22nd June be pursued until Brens become available from United

Kingdom, S

N., F.S., D.S.F., & U.S.F.

M.S.H.

AR (VAR

Sl i
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SECRET, External Affairs Department,
: Simla,
D.0.No.F.54(1)-N/39. The Qi August 1939,

-

Subject:- Supply of guns to Bahrain. 33

| cak
y W e \pnqxav\//
- A I am desired to forward a copy of a telegram re-

ceived from Sir Trenchard Kowle No. T/{BO, dated the 22nd
August 1939, and to enquire whether, the suggestion contained
in the concluding sentence should be given effect to in pre-
ference to your proposal for the deputation of an N.C.0. from

India in October.

3. We are ascertaining from the military authorities the
earliest date by which the twelve V.B. guns can be delivered
at Karachi and will pass on the information to you in due

T

| %u please refer to your express letter No.
‘ - ; 7/26-1.a/43, dated the 16th August 1939? v oL {
|
\
course.

, %bfo o

H. "Ve:.ghtmn, Esquire, '
A Pol 11’.109.1 nt, Bahrain
ost’ Master, Zmrat

———

0 Mt R

A

i
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1629.

Telegram XX., No. T-180, dated (& recd.) 22nd August 1939.

Bram oovas ks . Fowle, Shiraz.

To « . . « . . .Foreign, Simla. (With a request that they
will post copy to Weightmen, Ziarat)

(Repeated to Air Officer Commanding, Ir by post to
Secretary of Statg’fora?ndla, }o’ndonf

TMPORTANT - F 49

Your telegram No. 1149 of 21st August. (Copy to Air
Officer Commanding by post). In view of present international
situation the sooner the twelve Bren guns can be sent to
Bahrain the better. By what date can guns reach Bahrain ?
Pending formation of Force detailed in paragraphs 14 and 15
of Bahrain Defence Scheme, I suggest directly guns reach
Behrain Air Officer Commending should send instxjuws there
for training of Bahrain Police and British and American

volunteers from 0il Company.

M.3.H.

N., F.5., D.8.F., U.8.F. and P.A, Bahrain,

BRITISH
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA,
__ DEFENCE .  DEPARTMENT,

EXPRESS LETTER

(N.B.—This is an ORIGINAL MESSAGE sent by post to save telegra hw
expense and undue use of the wi»ru but intended to be treal
receipt, with the same ex; uiouae{f it had been telegraphed, To
save time and formalities 4 {is worded and signed as if it had been
aodapmlmi] :

Sl NI e RS L

From
The Chief Ordnance Officer,
Ferozepore Arsenal,

-

uoadmdnggﬁ. ATea;

Dated

To

p

/ 24 « 8 « 1939,

Subject - W.
Reference:- A.D.O.S.P. No. 6140/1/P-2, dated T-8-39,

- Ty .-

One Case Military Store weighing Seers 5-15/16
intended for Political Agent, Bahrein, is being despatched to
you by Passenger Irain on 24-8-39, Kindly arrenge te take
delivery and acknowledge receipte.

Shipping documents are forwarded herewith.

Enclo: 4 Copnc auppn

i co""'“rgc”ﬂu

1 B way Receipt

Issu Vi u&r No, 0/3 54 dated 3-39.
count ? o'ozlo-.d * 24°8-39.

420

)
> condre, :4 E
for Chief Ordnance Officer. |

§

b”’ % he Palitical Agent, BAHESIN. p

\ - -

For information.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA,
___DEFENCE _DEPARTMENT,

EXPRESS LETTER

(N. B.—This is an ORIGINAL MESSAGE sent by post to save telegra hw
expense and undue use the wire: but intended to be treat
receipt, with the same ex uionac(f it had been telegraphed. To
save time and formalities ¢ {s worded and signed as if  had been
g0 despaiched,]

From
The Chief Ordnance Officer,
Ferozepore Arsemsl,

adquarters,
Sing Brigade Area;
KARACHL.

No. G ,F/9/R&1 o Dated
Subject :-_Despatch of Stores.

Reference:- ;,D.OB P, Ne, 6149{3{2:3. dated 7-8-1939,
item - Arms_compomants.

Two Cases containing the above item weighing
10-7/8 Seers intended for Political Agent, Bahrein, are being
despatched t0 you by Passenger Irain on 28-8-39, Kindly arrange
to ta-h delivery and acknowledge receipt.
: Shipping documents are farwarded hoxowu\x.

socLe: 4 ﬁ&:}ﬁ:” e [ na, c/mo Atu 8-39,

1 hlvay moerpy Noo 2 P daee 826-108

;61- Chief urdmance

. 1?!’. =
cop’ t0:e :' _// ,

The Politicel Agent, BAUERIN. . ,
s For informtion, 'g \ \

MPP—286 S&P—(M-540)—27-7-38—800,000.

ID/DM.

%@/@ ﬂ*/ Ex |
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GOVERNMENT "OF BAHRAIN. o2
7
No. 1905/ 76 of 1358 4

Office of the Adviser to

the Government, Bahrain >

Dated 8th Rajab, 1358 g
24th August, 1939.

H., B, M's Political Agent,

Bahrain. 31
MEMORANDUM.
3

I should be obliged if you would enquire from ?

the Government of India whether they could supply | =
the Bahrain Government with one million rounds of {
new 303 mark V1l ammunition. |

ﬂ(()w W"f

Adviser to the Government.

ARV

“hrio il N P i R T
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Gif,

o —

ANT 4ND CONBIDEN o
No:483-I.2}f43., Political Agency,
Behrain, the 25th August 1239-

o

Tot- 3
The Adviser

to the Bahrain Government,
Bahrain.

The supply of 303 mark 7 ammunition
to the Bahrain Government,

¢.3b
Memorandum, P 4
Reference your Memorandum No:1405-16 dated
the 24th August 1939 on the above subject and our sub-
sequent conversation. / Sl?
2, In my confidential memorandum Noi379-1.a¥43
dated the 20th June 1939 I informed you that in addition
to the twelve Vickers Barthier guns the Honourable the
Political Resident has already requested the supply of
600,000 rounds of ammunition.
: Be I suggest that before asking for an increase
1 : in this supply the present stocks of ammnition held
by the Bahrain Government should be examined to see

what proportion is serviceable and of recent issue.
approximately 1,000,000 rounds of 303 ammunition.

jon

Assistant Political Agent,
Bahrain

& I understand that the Bahrain Government already possesses

A

BRI M P o sl it b s : ¥ g

R w— S

L I

\

USRI rebman
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Telegram. G e
From Political Agent, Bahrain, c/o Postmaster, Ziarat.
To Headquarters, Sind Brigade Area, Karachi.
. 211 ( Aeen L ARACHD.
Dated 25th August 1939. e

hi( 3§

Army Headquarter's No. 6140/1/P-2 dated the 7th
August. Issue of V.Bs for Bahrain.
- Grateful if you would telegraph if these have reached

Karachi.

- Political Agent Bahrain care
Postmaster Ziarat -

o <
|

"

o N

v bl Ly o

"P"W‘ =AU R

Sl Lh
o
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SAUGOR,C.P, 19th September 1939,

g
The Chief of the General Staffy(M.T.3.) 8
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'1" following telegram has been received from the
Politicall Agent, Bahreinie
w168, Orateful if you would send me by Air Mail
complete ins tructions for use and maintenance VB gun®,
2. Would you please arvange to send direct to the Political
Agent, Bahrein, S,A.T.Volume Iffy Pamphlet No,4 (India) and

Armourers Instructions,

Colonel,
offg, Commandant,
Small Amms School, India, 7.
Copy toie
Army Headquerters (M.G,0,Branch),/Simla,
The Political Agent, Bahrein,
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b&&" THE BAHREIN PETROLEUM COMPANY LIMITED
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.’ : Awali, BAHREIN ISLAND, PERSIAN GULF,
No.Ph-473, September 24, 1939
Lo~ His Britannic Majesty's Political Agent,
G : Bahrein.
/
/ 3 Deer Sir,
£ 1 : This is to acknowledge receipt of
- V.o (
L / 16 Verey Light Pistols
72 Rounds Red Verey Light Cartridges
\ hended to Mr. L.K. Crowhurst yesterday, Sept.23rd 1939,
Yours very truly,
M.H.
£g.Chief Local Representetive
o3 : THE BAHREIN PETROLEUM CQVMPANY LTD.
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NOTICE

We are awaiting the receipt of Training Manuals
before starting off instruction in the use of Vickers
Berthier guns.

2, MNeanwhile those who have put their names down
for the Machine Gun Course are invited to take a short
courge in the use and mainienence of the Army Rifle.
Squadron Leader Coates hag kindly offered to give a
preliminary lecture and demonstration in the Auditorium
at Awali at 5 p.m. on Vonday, the 2nd October 1939; and
afterwards to put those who attend through a short course
on the Range.

8. Squadron Leader Coates will arrange times for
firing on the Range at the end of his lecture.

4, Mr, Lipp has promised to arrange that those who
might be prevented from attending the lecture by being
on duty with Defence Units will be relieved for an hour
or se if they apply to Mr. Crowhurst.

Dated 29th September 1939

~ Political Agent, Bahrain,
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MACHINE GUN COURSE

Grisewood Claringbold
Pendrell=-Smith Dodridge
Simpson Gosling
Bullock Gordon M.T.
Walstow Ince
Lions T. Taggett
Tullis Angus
Clifford Walker W.R.
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Freemen Godfrey R
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(Mot & 83
[o' Cable and Wireless Ltd
3 Bahrain

1st October 1939

The Political Agent ; (’
— QZZ L 63

Dear Sir, P.Y/
With reference to the hotice issued to the
members of the Bahrain Petroleum Co regarding volunteers for a course

= in the Bren guh, I would like to know if you would have any objection to
my attending this course,

Yours faithfully,

et
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Printed in England. Sept. 1038. (12339 Pads) _ 5/-168.
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P o
i ?
A CKONRIDENTIAIX SECRET. { /
| S & *7
‘I S
| No. C/526 of 1939. x
of*" .
{.
'51
The Hon’ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf presents his com-
pliments to
k- The Political Agent,
Balrain, f.
B
and has the honour to transmit to him a copy of the undermentioned doca- :
wment 9. 5
< ( W \
British Consulate-General,
o g 4th October, 1959,
2 037 B e Bbed v oo i 48 ot
Camp, Kuwait.
Reference to previous correspondence :
S
| Telegram No.A O 51471:11 September 1939 from
| the Air Officer Commanding, Habbaniya.
/ Deseription of Enclosure.
Name and Date. Subject.
Telegram No.A O 5.. of the
2nd October 1939 from the
—~ |
- Air Officer Yommanding, Bahrain Defence.
British Forces in Iraq,
N Habbaniya.
\
\\
g
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@

Telegram Inter.

From Air Officer Commanding, British Forces in
lraq, Habbaniya.

To Air Ministry, London.

Repeated R.A.F. Station Shaibah.

Army Headquarters, india.
Noe AeOoBes
Dated and received the 2nd October, 1939.
Mol r€<‘£ '

*not *
% received. Your S.40564 dated June 27th, reference

Persian Gulf Defence Schemes.
inform as to when Army officer and N.C.O. :

for Bahrain Defence Force may be expected to arrive,

Consider it most desirable to have Army of ficer permanently
available in Persian Gulf area as early as possible. Several
questions concerning defence arrangements at Bahrain, Muscut

Kuwait require co-ordination by this officer.

-Air Officer Commandinge.

| L%
/
| =
:

pa, W":; o w‘? B . Rt
; VTN N

|
%
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THE BAHREIN PETROLEUM COMPANY LIMITED

Aweli, BAHREIN ISLAND, PERSIAN GULF,

No.PA=486. October 4, 1939
72 His Britannic Majesty's Political Agent,
Bahrein.
¥ Dear Sir,

This letter will acknowledge receipt of
1 Revolver

1 Box 50 ,455 Certridges.

Yours very truly,

M. H. LIPP

Acting Chief Local Representative
THE, BAHREIN PETROLEUM COMPANY LIMITED
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VEREY LIGHT PISTOLS

Refinery
3 Patrol Cars bs 3
10 Refimery Lights ... 10
2 Sitra Lights b 2
1 Sitra Pier e 1
1 Wharf o 1
oA 17
Field
5 Tank Batteries eos 5
3 Camel Sections a5 3
4 Patrol Cars oo 4
~ 12
1 Reserve Awali Office
Mr.Hopper at Sea e 2
3
GRAND TOTAL 32
Political Agent oo 20
o Purchased P 12
32
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Confidential.

D.0.No. //83/3”'

Bahrain, August 27, 1940.

&) s b,

Dear Howes, (
Reference your D.0.No.C/672-1.a/43 dated

21lst August 1940.

The Bahrain Government is willing to lend
2 Vickers-Berthier guns to Byard, for the Defence
Force, until he is supplied with guns by Officer
Commanding, R.A.F., Basrah.

Yours sincerely,

/JW R o ST

gap;ain J.B. Howes, I.A.,
. B. M's Political ont
Bahrain. o
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.@ WA

Confidential

D.C. Fo. C/496 Dated the 24th lay 1941

You have 8 machine guns belonging to the State
Polica which were loaned for the use of the Defence Force
sometime ago.
. 2. Belgrave is enquiring as to whether they can be
-~ : returned to him. I said that it was doubtful whether
Army Headquarters would be able to send any replacements
to you. )
3. I think however you might epproech them and ask
whether they cannot now replace these weapons.

Yours sincerely,

i

w.’ 'o ’. ”“" .000'
Defence Officer, Persian Gulf,
Bahrain, z

§

-y’
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MO The Agency, :
RaQuNo.C/1267. Bahrain, the 20th Augest 1942.
; «ul\hvﬂn
f_! Mvdnumlummm 4
J 2. mmwu%mmu q
~ VuB. Light Mechine Guns for their State Police, of whish 8
| were lent %o the Dufence Officer in the winter of 1940-41 for
B _ the purpose of A.A. defence. These § guns are no longer |
-‘i | required for this purpose and Major Hewitt suggests that 4 are
. Police, I am writing officially to Belgrave; I
o him that His Mighness the Shaikh is likely to concur thts
B suggestion.
sl [ A uunwmzumﬁu shall

wl : , ummmm
xmmmuw.mmmm—w@u
the other questions raised in your lettew.

A ‘A d
| 9 ! ¥ ‘ Sd. M.G. Dixon.
mwm m vm ClBey
2 ,/’ | Political Resident in the Persisn Gulf,
B
| 4 7
: 7/
: /
i
)
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V/ ’ e A

28/1.F & 28/1.G.

SECRET Political Agency, :
Ho.C/1268. Bahrein, the 20th August 1942.
To

The Adviser to the Government,
Behrain, :

The Defence Officer reports that the 8 V.B. Light

o~ Machine Guns which the Bahrein Government loaned to him in
X

the winter of 1940-41 for the purpose of A.A, Defence are no
longer required for this purpose. He strongly recommends,
however, that 4 of them should be handed over to the Special
Police for anti-sabotage work in the Refinery and Oil-Fields.
I would enquire whether, in view of the fact that the Special
Police are maintained by them, the Bahrain Government sgree to
4 of the 8 guns being losned to the Special Police for this
purpose, the remaining 4 being returned to the State Police.

v i
% for ”Lt%ﬂl Agent, Bahrain.

BRITISH
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