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About this record

Correspondence in the file relates to the appointment of Flight Lieutenant Finch of the Royal Air Force to
Sharjah, to assist in the construction of the rest house at the Sharjah aerodrome. Fluent in Arabic, Finch was
warned by the Political Resident (Lieutenant-Colonel Trenchard Craven Fowle) not to involve himself in
domestic politics (folio 1B), and by Shaikh Sultan bin Saqr of Sharjah to not travel into the interior (folios
3, 4). Office notes at the rear of the file suggest that the warning from Shaikh Sultan came after Finch had
taken a truck into the interior. A note from Finch, dated 30 May 1933 states that illness has forced four men
(presumably including himself) back to Basrah [Basra].
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. .((1 

Hec eiv ed under Bushire P«L>891-S of 1-12-32 . 
Extract irom aemi official letter NorC-^u oatea 
iroiii tue Hon^ole Lieut Coioiiei T«C.W.Fowie,C«B.E,Political Resiaent in uie Perbian G-ulf,Caiiip Kuwait,to Air Couuiiouore 
C.L.Courtney,C.B.E. ,D.S«0.,Air oilicer Couiiuanaiiig, ♦Iraq Gouiiuanu, Bagnaad. 

0 

At tue same time you suggested your seuaiug 
an Arauic s^ea&ing R.A.F oiiicer to assist Macitay in ms 
worjt,aua jctfep tnings moviiig waen ue was aosent. You asxiea 
me waetner I naa any uojections. Proviueu taat tue uiiicer 
iu question cuaiineu nis energies exclusively to wont m 
coanection witn tae rest aouse,ana am not anow ajLiusen tu 
ut? urawa m any way latu xucai puntics,! coasiuereu taat 
ais presence at Snarjan wouia oe ussfuj. lor tae eaa in view, 
aaa taat I aaa no oojection. Tms proviso,nowever,wita 
waxen you entirely concurren,snouia ue careiuxiy expiameu 
tu tae wiiicer xn question,wao,I unuerstana,wmi piuoauiy 
oe Fligat-Lieut.Finch,anu ae saouiu oe laiuimea taat il 
tae locai liaiauitants,waetaer Araus or Bntisa Inuian 
suojects,appxoacn nim wita grievances ur aiiairs tmcoiaiecteu 
A/i ta tae lest auuse^ae sauulCi laiulm taem cieai ly taat auCa 
umtters ne outsiue ais scope,ana snouiu ue relerreu uy tne 
xnaiviuual cuacernea tu eitner Coioaei Loca ur m^seii. 
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Eximct iruiii letter Nu:C-oi uatea iue xitu Leceiuuer 
iroiu ine Hon'bie cue Poiiticax Reaiaeiit in Wie Persian 
Guxi^Caiup Baiirain,tu tue Resiuency AgyutjSnarjaii. 

Fiigut Lieutenajat FincujRo./aj. Air Force,xa uoiuxug 
to Snai jau buorcj.y tu asaibt Captaiii MacAay lii tue uuxj.uxijg 
01 uae Reat Houae. Hia autiea *ili oe ouiiiiuea tu tnat 
wunc,i.e., uuiicuiig oi tne Rest House,auu ue wiij. nave iio 
coiicern witu otiier iuaUers. 
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Translation of letter No.409 dated 28th.,Thul HiJjah. 1551, 

from Shaikh Sultan "bin Saqr A1 qaeimi,Ruler of SharagAi, 

to flight-Lieut Finch. 

-vfter ConpIimentB. 
In writing this I want to,sincerely adfiee you that 

it is not 'vgood Uiing to visit the desert and go round the 

toedouina' quarters which might come witn bad results, as 

there are enemies and friends in the desert* 1 undertook 

before the Gove rnment I British)to protect the life of their 

men on condition that they should not leaye the Station. 

Should there be an urgent need for anything, it will be 

done by me. In order that I may not be held responsible 

by the GoYernment, I wrote thid to you requesting you to 

follow the right path as a precaution against any happening. 

U.E. 
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c s. p. P.—L (m) 1102—50011-31. No 
c/r7z OF 193 ■ 

I he Political Agency, Bahrein, 
Dated the ^Oth April 193 ̂  

The Secretary to the Hon'ble the Political Resident 
in the Persian Gulf, 

BUSHIRE. 

I enclose lor the inionnation 01 tlie Hon f ble tne 
Political ^esiaent three copies 01 a translation ol a letter 
No:40? oated the ̂ dth Dhil Hijjah 1351 irom tne Ruler ot 
Sharjah to Plight Lieutenant Finch. 

IndianAssistant, In charge of Current Duties,Banrain. 

x 

m 
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"1 

Orders about scope of F/Lt Pinch sent to Bahrain 
under P.L. 891 S of 1.12.32. 

Please put up 

10.5.33 

yQ\- 
Reievanl extracia in iixe NotV/o suumitutu uerewitn 

/ 

"taK $rtY^ ^ U^V- 
i 

ui'^ 
P.A. 

4 ResuDraittea. May me? 

^0 
I unaerstana ironi Fligm Lieutenant Pinch that tne 

reason lor tnis letter was tnat on one occasion ne tooK 
the Ford lorry wnicn tney nave in connection witn tne worK 
on tne Rest House at Sharjah and drove about 2b miles inland. 
Tne Resident naa asxea nim tojpt iniormation about tne 
country round ana especially tnere were any villages 
He aiscoverea notning except^a few beduins,who were 

, ^. tCurw 
perfectly friendly,and PftiTMijthfl Qnij piaoo wnei'c \ 

iru 
nope- 

«ernea Lu ue water noles to wnicn tne Deau come at intervals 
but qo not stay# Hicrs. This is ol course tne normal state 
of affairs in tne interior. 

> 

1 «3~" 0"* jl . 

15Reference: IOR/R/15/2/269. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023133716.0x000010

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023133716.0x000010?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


‘File 7/3 Scope and functions of F/Lt. Finch at Sharjah’ [7v] (16/18)

. 

BHI 

^. m 

lb ■ : ■: .J i.. ?$ 

16Reference: IOR/R/15/2/269. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023133716.0x000011

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023133716.0x000011?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


‘File 7/3 Scope and functions of F/Lt. Finch at Sharjah’ [back-i] (17/18)

17Reference: IOR/R/15/2/269. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023133716.0x000012

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023133716.0x000012?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


‘File 7/3 Scope and functions of F/Lt. Finch at Sharjah’ [back] (18/18)

18Reference: IOR/R/15/2/269. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023133716.0x000013

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023133716.0x000013?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

