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About this record

The file comprises correspondence exchanged between the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf (Lieutenant-
Colonel Charles Geoffrey Prior), the Political Agent at Bahrain (Hugh Weightman), the British Government’s
representative at Jedda, and officials at the Government of India and India Office in London, in tracking a
journey made by Harry St John Bridger Philby from Saudi Arabia, via Dhahran, Bahrain and Karachi, to Bombay.
The correspondence focuses on when might be an appropriate moment to apprehend Philby, so that he may be
deported back to Britain. Proposals to apprehend Philby, who is believed to be carrying letters and articles
of an anti-British bent in his luggage, in Bahrain, are abandoned due to uncertainty over whether the Persian
Gulf Defence Regulation contained sufficient legal power to enable the deportation (f 11). Correspondence from
the Foreign Department of the Government of India reports Philby’s detention upon his arrival at Karachi (f
16). Included in the file is a notice from J W Stafford, Chief Passport Officer in the Passport Office of the
Foreign Office, dated 27 June 1940, which contains details of Philby’s appearance, his background, and
instruction to impound his passport (f 20).
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Telegram 
From Political lesiden Bushire 
To Political Agent, Bahrain 
No 544 
Bated and received the 17th July 1940. 

Philby who has been indulging in anti-British 

propaganda in Saudi Arabia is now leaving that country 
and has been given transit visa for Bahrain where he will 
catch steamer for India July 28th. I T e is due to leave 
Jedda today. 

2. If he gives trouble in Bahrain please take suitable 
action against him and report his departure from Bahrain to 
Government of India repeating to me. 
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Telegram 
From 
To 
Repeated 

No. 

S. 
Political Resident, Bushire. 
Government of India, Simla. 
Secretary of State for India, London. 
Political Agent, Bahrain. 
545. 

Gated end received the 17th July 1940. 

Reference Jedda telegram No.38 dated July 16th. 
v ou will notice that Philhy has been given transit 

visa for Bahrain without reference to us. 
2. I am instructing Political Agent to take suitable 

action agajhst him if he gives any trouble and suggest that 
opportunity be taken to render his passport invalid for 
United States of America. 

^v/7 
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Telegram 
From 
To 
Reoeated 

No. 

Government of India, Simla. 
... I Q' y ■ £-t'> Political Resident, Bushire. « . 

Political Agent, Bahrain. ' 

Secretary of State for India, and 
Minister, Jedda. 
2567. 

Dated the 17th received the 18th July 1940. • AvV 
0^^ 

v our telegram No. 540/dated July 15th and 
Secretary of State's telegram No.3918 dated July 16th 
and Jedda telegram No. dated July 16th. 

Government of India agree that in view of necessity 
to get ^hilby out of Arabia he should be permitted to 
travel via Bah^ain'i 

2. If you consider him likely to cause trouble there 
could you not in co-oo^ration with Shar’kh arrange for 
him to be kept under some kind of surveillance or even 
as a last resort arrest him and formally deport him to 
India if necessary under escort ? 

3. Please telegraph earliest possible information of 
probable date of his arrival in India and port at which 
he -will arrive. 
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Telegram S. 
From 
To 
No. 554. 
Dated |ind received the 18th July 1940 

Political Resident, Bush:'re. 
Political A^ent, Bahrain. 

A 
My telegram No.544 dated July 17th. 
Government of Indie are making suitable arrangements 

for Philby 1 s reception so please .do net do anything to 
impede his onward journey. 

\ \ 
r 
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Telegram 
From 
To t 

Repeated 

No. 

S. 
India Office, London. 
Government of India, Simla. 
■Political .Resident, Bushire, and 
Political Agent, Bahrain. 
4062. 

Dated and received the 20th July 1940. 

Philby. A 
v 

.V 1 . 
v our telegram No.2567 dated July 17th addressed 

to Bahrain and Political Resident’s telegram No.o45 dated 
July 17th. Object being to avoid discouraging Philby from 
completing his journey to India it would be better that 
any action in respect of his passport should be left to 
Indian authorities (despatch paragraph No.3 of my telegram 
dated July 16th). Action to arrest and deport him should be 
taken only if J^e gives trouble in Bahrain or attempts to 
slip away to another destination. .X 

3. Your telegram No.2564 dafed July 17th. His Najesty’s 
Government have no objection to Philby being sent to United 
Kingdom provided precautions can be taken to ensure that he 
does not slip away en route. I will telegraph further as 
regards your paragraph No.2. Me must be careful to avoid 

JUstiiiable criticism of the treatment of him and despite 
Ibn Saud’s opinion I would hesitate to sav his conduct 
hitherto warrants his being treated as a mental patient 
immediately on arrival in India. Might it not be wiser to 
wait and see how he behaves ? Under which Defence of India 
Rule would you propose to arrest him ? 

Retaxandum • 
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Telegram 
From 
To 

Repeated 
Mo. 

Government of India, Simla- 
Political Resident, Bushire. 
Political Agent, Bahrain. 
2594. 

Dated 19th received the 20th July 1940. 

V 

Your telegram No.545'dated July 17th. \ x 
In view of instructions contained in la.st sentence 

of paragraph 3 of Secretary of State’s teler*4m No.3918 of 
July 16th Government of India trust that Political Agent, 
Bahrain will take no action to invalidate Philby’s passport 
in the manner proposed. It is important that nothin,' 
should be done which might cause him to bolt back into 
Arabia. 

^Gaud's estimate of mental derangement, if conveyed 
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Telegram 
From 
To 

Repeated 

Tis Iajesty's Representative, Jedda. 
Government of India, Simla. 
Political Resident, Bushire. (Ho.20). 
Political ngent, Bahrain. (lioi^). 
Foreign Office, London. (Mo.157). 

Dated 20th received the 21st Duly 1940. 

r* 
A 

Ly tel^gra No.38. 
Philby left for Dhahran July 19th in a convoy 

with California Arabian Standard Oil Company American 
staff returning to oil fields. 
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His Majesty's Representative, Jedda. 
Foreign Office, London. Tel. No.158. 
Government of India, Simla. Tel. No.42. 
Political Agent, Bahrain. Tel. No.5 
Political Resident, Bushire. Tel No.18. 

dat.ed the 21st received the 22nd July 1940. 

v a 
Ny telegram : T o.l57 to Foreign Office. 
Ion Saud has sent me a message to the effect 

that he has reason to believe that Philby has in his 
luggage letters and articles of anti-British tone which 
he will try to smuggle out at Bahrain through friends. 
r, e feels that His Majesty's’ Government may think it 
wise to have his luggage searched. 

Philby he says is a friend of his but interests 
of Great Britain take precedence with him before his 
personal friendships. 
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w) fj 

Telegram 
From 
To 
Repeated 

No. 

S. 
Government of India, Simla. 
Secretary of State for India, London. 
H.L.Minister, Jedda. 
Political Resident, Bushire. 
Political Agent, Bahrain. 
268d.. 

Dated 24th received the 25th July 1940. 

No. 158 Reference Jedda telegram. N6.158 dated July 21st. 
2. If Philby*s luggage is searched at Bahrain without 

his being arrested we consider it likely that he will 
take fright and remain in Arabia. In view of facts now 
disclosed we consider subject to Kis Majesty^ Government 1 
concurrence that he should be arrested on arrival at o 

V ^ Bahrain cf. paragraph No.2 of our telegram No.2$67 dated 
July 17th and his luggage seized. He should then be 
sent to India on first available British ship directions 
being given to master to ensure that he does not dis- 
embark en route. If necessary Political Agent, Bahrain 
could perhaps find an escort to accompany him. 

? 
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Telegram 
From India Office, London. 

Political Resident, Bushire. 
Political Agent, Bahrain and 
Government of India, Simla. 
4206. 

To 

Repeated 

No. 
Dated 25th received 26th July 1940. 

Immediate 

Government of India telegram No.2681 dated July 14th 
I am advised that it is doubtful whether under 

a deportee could be compelled to go to a particular 
destination if he elects to go elsewhere. In these 
circumstances it is in any case preferable that no 
action should »be t aken against Philby. till he reaches 
India. Consequently it is desirable to avoid any act 
that might deter him from his intention of proceeding 
oi his own accord to India and we should therefore refrain 
_ from searching his luggage in Bahrain even at the risk 
that he may dispose of some of his papers there. 

powers Persian Gulf Defence Regulation 6 of 1939 
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II 

Telegram 3. 
From Political Agent, Bahrain. 
To Government of Igdia, Simla. 
Repeated India Office, London and 

political Resident, Bushire 
No. 27C. 
Dated 30th July 1940. 

f~ JI) - 
India Office telegram No.4206 dated the 25th July. 

2 ' Philby arrived hers yesterday and is leaving on 
Thursday for -ndia by slow mail due Karachi 7th or 8th 
August,/ 

^iis lu ggage underwent normal somewhat perfunctory 
Customs search here and no letters were found. 

4. I am informed Philby has been for years and still 
is on California Arabian Standard Oil Company's pay roll. 
/>.t his request they have a Hotted him one of their reservations 
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Telegram 
From 
To 

Repeated 

No. 
Dated 

S. 
Political Agent, Bahrain. 
Government of India, Simla. 
India Office, London. 
Political Resident, Bushire. 
273. 
3rd August, 1940. 

Philby sailed by S.S. "Bankura" to-day. Ship 
probably arrives Karachi August 10th. His behaviour here 
was harmless. 

I gather he intends disembark Karachi with object of 
going by rail to Bombay to catch S.S. "President Adams". 

Political 
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» 

Confidential. 

0 
(S 

British Keaidency <* -onsulate-ueneral, 

shire, the 23rd July 1940* 

To ? ^ • 

.the xolitic&l Agent, 
' “ ^ahrain• 

tt 
V 

jaemoramdum • ew 

reference secretary of »>tate for India s 
s 

telegram jno«4062, dated the 20th o uly 1940, to 

Oovernment of India* \ 

2* Will you please send me a copy of uovernment 

of Indiana telegram ̂ o.256? of 17th July to complete 

my records* 

/ 

r 

ad* C*u*>rior* 
Political Resident in the xersian oulf* 

Attested. 
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No. 
T/113t28/10 

✓ 

at Ziarat Tlje Political Ageqt, Bahraiij/ Presents hit compliments to:** 

The Honourable the Political Rcridnnt 
in the Persian Gulf # 

Bushire. 

and has the honour to send him a copy of the tradarmentioned document (s ) 

The Agency, 
BAHRAIN, Persian Gulf. 

Gamp Ziarat Dated 20th August 1940 

Reference to previous correspondence: 

Residents memorandum No. 556~S dated 25rd -July 1940 
Descripl'idn df Enclosure, 

Name and Date. 

Telegram No. 2567 dated 
17th July 1940 from 
Government of India. 

r 

Subject. 

Fhilby 
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" 
7 - 

S) 

CONFIDENiT IAT. . 
/© 

No. D* 5427-N/40. GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, iix'teina.l Affairs Depa.i^tmen't • Dated Simla, the tJ] tC August 1940. 
A copy cl the undermentioned paper is forwarded 

to - alt 
(1) the Hon*ble the Political Resident in the 

rr Persian Gulf. ( 2 ) H. Weightman,Ea^uire, Political Agent, Bahrain (in Simla) 
for information. 

By order, etc., 

for Assistant Secretaiy to the Government of India, 

Unofficial note by Chief Censor, India, 
No. 333/Censors, dated 22nd August 1940. 

(P.T.C.) 
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[. 

/ 2 

SECRET* CENSOR SECTION* 

Copy of Unofficial note by Chief Censor, India, 
No. 333/Censors, dated 22nd August 1£40. 

St. John Philby. 
The O.C., Censor Station, Karachi, in his SC/19 of 

17.8.40 reports *- 
"Graham" of Bombay wiring Thornburg of the Bajirain 

Petroleum Copy., Bahrain on the 12 statess- 
"Your tel 2nd and fifth Ashley Indian Oil Co^^ssions ̂ 

has just telephoned that person mentioned your cables^has 

been detained by authorities on arrival Karachi and will 

evidently not be able to sail President Adams and may be 

detained indefinitely. Am cabling Moffet today." 
The above refers to the arrest of Mr. St. John Philby, 

an ex. I.C.S. man who is an Arabian scholar whose head- 
/ 

quarters were in Jedda. He was acting in an advisory 

capacity to Ibn Saud. His arrest was carried out on 

receipt of orders from London. 
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C onfidentic. . n No.F,248-N/4C• 
Governrnent of India. / 

internal Affairs Departnient, 
Dated Simla* September 1940. 

A copy of the undermentioned papers is forwarded 
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3231, 

Telegram X.L No, 3231 dated 25th August 1940 
From 0 . o . , Foreign, Simla., 
To , Minister, Jedda 

(Repeated India Office, London) 

Il dlLD IiiTL 

Your telegram No. 51, August 24th 0 Repeated to Foreign 
Office as No. l96o Philby was placed under restraint under 
Defence of India Rules on arrival in Karachi, and is to be sent 
to United Kingdom on first available British ship* 

K* s F.,S,. D.SoFop P.BM/ 0 k Q„ Horne Department and D*l*B 

a 1 ̂ » O • .tl i 

l 
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?«lo(7in & 80 , am dated 27th August 1940 
Fmu Gavetvor ao»?r*ul(E.A.Doptt)i»iQlti* 

of State far India, km., on* 

(. Ropo«it«d Jodduh ) 

AUfTtUlta 
Tow tulogna lio* 4970 dated 24th 

JMlty auiled f?un Karnehi for United 
Kiii,.-daei uu kith Atinuoi au S« S. City of /eaioe. 
la ter laid iusi-ruetioua to provoat hie lending: at 
any port au route* 
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(No. M. 844) 

'yo 
Passport Office, 

rCVi >' Foreign Office, V>>' W June 27th, 1940. 

For official use only . 

HARRY ST. JOHN BRIDGER PLILBY 

Holds passport No.395768, issued at London on the 
27th November 1937. 

Born Ceylon, 3rd April, 1885 
Height, 5 ft. 8 ins. 
Colour of eyes, blue 
Colour of hair, brown. 
This man is now in Saudi Arabia. He was formerly 

a member of the Indian Civil Service, from which he retired 
in 1925. Since that time he has been a source of embarrassment 

39Reference: IOR/R/15/2/696. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025482432.0x000028

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025482432.0x000028?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


‘File 28/10-(e) War. St. John Philby’ [20v] (40/44)

* ■ ' 1 r : .; 
* 

t ttqk h~:t t no4\;: r?*io^ 
#snl . ; .rt ;. t j; ■ 1 H 

. rwott be 'i lo ••.. 01 o : 

iaiJl": - tJ-fu al:xl oJ ̂ ni //o 4n&-?s.-tBvol aJtK ^nssi 
' 

uicro-rq wLXJS- .rsr> • ib > ̂ oX? if.- 

■ ’ • fed- r> r ' »r >8 o bt ■;■ j- 
. h£r*r.Tte no cJ-e . esc. £o .-.Xi: ni: >»f.- -T* 

. 

V- 
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3 syVo- fej) 0 

l /Vo . <^'44. • /7. 7- 4o P-X^. 

fa. ft* . J 2 ̂ J". ̂ ) . 0.7. 4«> ^ • 

bid . (Y* 2^67. 9>. 0.7. 4 ,, tW>v. <9 4^i>. 

4 (kt . (\l6- «^i~4. 1 ̂- ! jh fa). 4 -° yW>^» . 

I'd. Ao. 4o4:l !».?. to 7^ O O fatrfay**~ . 

1 
fa. 

N.■ 
fa?. 

A«. 
A«>. 
/Vft. 

2r9 6. 4- ^-7. 4° t 4^»>* (^ov^. 7. 4^u» 
/a i.? 4o Jfa** 

%%. "fa fa ^ ^ 

a (fa. ^ 
/ /s^fri* dffiM 

1D fa.*»- 4x.6.^. 7^ 
^ 

0 ~. A. 3 o.?- 4 « ^ -y c -»:, 
. , (zJl.fto. 27 >o ' 

yl^fg 
AyL/ . /hJu. 

, Q S.^f.^o Licrxrf.f^, 
12^1^^ bd. 2?3- %■ 

^ p n 
Kfl. 1^ ^ 

2 5.7. 4-0 7^ P ®- _.A 

fc f£ 

m 
iYiu^o . /W. - s - 

/w^l V'/ 3 ^ ^ 

• ! 

y-. /Vo. f>.JUte-/v/ko 9- ^ ^ 
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