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About this record

The file comprises correspondence exchanged between the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf (Lieutenant-
Colonel Charles Geoffrey Prior), the Political Agent at Bahrain (Hugh Weightman), the British Government’s
representative at Jedda, and officials at the Government of India and India Office in London, in tracking a
journey made by Harry St John Bridger Philby from Saudi Arabia, via Dhahran, Bahrain and Karachi, to Bombay.
The correspondence focuses on when might be an appropriate moment to apprehend Philby, so that he may be
deported back to Britain. Proposals to apprehend Philby, who is believed to be carrying letters and articles

of an anti-British bent in his luggage, in Bahrain, are abandoned due to uncertainty over whether the Persian
Gulf Defence Regulation contained sufficient legal power to enable the deportation (f 11). Correspondence from
the Foreign Department of the Government of India reports Philby’s detention upon his arrival at Karachi (f

16). Included in the file is a notice from J W Stafford, Chief Passport Officer in the Passport Office of the
Foreign Office, dated 27 June 1940, which contains details of Philby’s appearance, his background, and
instruction to impound his passport (f 20).
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(No. M. 844) G ‘f?assport Office,
rQ) ﬁ ) Foreign Office,
; June 27th, 1940.

For official use only.

HARRY ST. JOHN BRIDGER PLILBY

Holds passport No.395768, issued at London on the
27th November 1937.

Born Ceylon, 3rd April, 1885

Height, 5 ft. 8 ins.

Colour of eyes, blue

Colour of hair, brown.

This man is now in Saudi Arabia. He was formerly i
a member of the Indian Civil Service, from which he retired
in 1925. Since that time he has been a source of embarrass-
ment to His Majesty's Government owing to his anti-British
attitude. Since the outbreak of the present war this

|

3

has become more acute and a serious view is taken of his 4
disloyal and defeatist propaganda. {
It is considered undesirable, therefore, that he '?

should be granted any further facilities for travel in the ‘ﬂ
East, and, if his passport is presented for any purpose at ;é
your office, it should be impoundedy and an emergency %?

certificate valid for the single journey to the United
Kingdom issued in its place. No action should, however,
be taken which is likely to result in Philby taking alarm

prematurely and returning to or remaihing in Saudi Arabia.

J. W. STAFFORD,
Chief Passport Officer.

To His Majesty's Consular and
Passport Control Officers.

BRITISH
Advyan
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