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About this record

The file comprises copies of correspondence and other papers relating to an air raid carried out by Italian
bombers over the Bahrain Petroleum Company (BAPCO) refinery in Bahrain and the California-Arabian Standard Oil
Company (CASOC) refinery at Dhahran [al-Ẓahrān] in Saudi Arabia, on the night of 19 October 1940. The
principal correspondents in the file are: the Political Agent in Bahrain (Major Reginald George Evelin William
Alban); the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf (Lieutenant-Colonel Charles Geoffrey Prior); the British
Minister in Jedda (Hugh Stonehewer-Bird).

The file includes:

• initial reports of the raid (ff 2-3);

• an order from the Government of Bahrain (f 4, copy at f 30) dated 19 October 1940,
announcing the raid and the British Government’s intentions to take all measures in the defence of Bahrain.
The order also calls for calm amongst the islands’ inhabitants;

• a draft letter written by the Political Agent to the Political Resident, dated 20
October 1940 (ff 10-12, copy at ff 27-29) giving details of: the number of planes taking part in the raid and
their altitude; the number of bombs dropped; damage (of lack of damage) caused; and precautions being taken
against further raids: placement of light machine gun posts, blackout measures, the preparation of air raid
shelters, increased refinery patrols);
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• correspondence from the British Minister at Jedda (ff 13-14, ff 15-16, f 32), giving an
account of the Italian minister to Saudi Arabia’s initial denial of the raid over Dhahran, his response to the
official announcement from the Italian Government of the raid over Bahrain, and his subsequent apology to the
Amir Faisal [Fayṣal]. The British Minister at Jedda also reports on the official apology to Saudi Arabia from
the Italian Government, and speculation that the refinery at Dhahran was mistaken for the BAPCO refinery at
Bahrain by the Italian bombers;

• correspondence between Air Ministry and India Office officials in London (ff 41-42)
discussing if such a raid could be repeated in future, and whether further air raid protection measures should
be taken at Bahrain.
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I 

Telegram G • T • C • 

From Political, Bahrain. 

To Residency Agent, Sharjah. 

Repeated Political Resident, Bushire 

Political, Muscat ^ ‘ ^ 

No. 

Dated 19th October 1940 

Enemy aircraft visited Bahrain this morning. 

Please ask Station Superintendent to render landing 

of aircraft at Sharjah impossible by placing movable 

obstacles on the aerodrome. Also ensure that guards 

are on the alert. 
- Political - 

1 1 

, u v !ft 

Hi 
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Telegram »S" 

From Political, Bahrain. 

To Political Resident, Bushire. 

No. 

Dated 19th October 1940 

IMPORTANT 

Bahrain'Refinery bombed approximately 3.45 a.ra. this 

morning by two or possibly three enemy machines of unidentified 
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Translation of notice No. 25/1359 dated 17th Ramadhan_1359 
(19th October 1940) issued by the Government of Bahrain. 

N 0 T I C Hi . 

We announce to all our subjects that on the ni^ht 

of Saturday the 17th of* Ranadhan 1359 some enemy planes 

flew over our state and attempted to raid the oil refinery 

but despite the fact that they met with no opposition they 

did not come down below a hight of 2000 Dir*as (arms’ lengths). 

They dropped about 40 bombs all of which fell more tnan half 

a mile away from the enclosure. They did not cause any damage 

and, by the grace of Godj did not injure anyoody. 

2 , The High British Government are taking all the 

necessary measures for our defence and it is the duty ox 

everyone of our subjects to remain calm and to obey immediately 

all orders issued or notified. We depend on God who protects 

the believers. 
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Telegram 

From 

To 

Repeated 

Dated and 

Inter. 

British Minister, Jedda. 

Foreign Office, London (No.242) 

Political Resident, Bushire (No.25) 

Political Agent, Bahrain (No.10) & 

Middle East Intelligence Centre (No.18). 

received the 19th October 1940 

Saudi Arabian Government inform me that on night of 

October 18th - October 19th three unidentified aircraft 

dropped approximately 23 twenty-five to fifty pound bombs 

on California Arabian Standard Oil Company Camp, Dhahran, 

causing slight damage to pipelines and made off southwards. 

One bomb did not explode. 

British Minister. 
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A 

Telegram 
From 

To 

No. 

/ ̂  7 ̂  _ 
j 4^o 

r 'D 

Political Resident, Bushire. 

Political Agent, Bahrain. 

733 

Dated and received the 20th October 1940. 

Telegrams of a similar nature should be 

sent "Most Immediate" and repeated to Government 

of India and Secretary of Statef or India. 

r 
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Inter 

Minister, Jedda. 

Political Agent, Bahrain (NO.11) 

Government of India, Simla. (No.245) 

Political Resident, Bushire (No.26) 

Middle East Intelligence Centre (No.19) 

received the 20th October 1940 

Immediate 

Saudi Arabian Government ask me to obtain from you 

very urgently any details showing identity of bombs which 

they state were dropped on Bahrain as well as on Dhahran or 

night of October 18th - October 19th. 

Telegram 

From 

To 

Repeated 

Dated and 
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© 
7 

SECRET 

Ho. C/806-1.&/43 
Political kgency, 

Bahrain, the £lst October 1940 

To 

Air Liaison Ofricer, 
B A H R A I U 

Memorandum 
yf 

The Saudi Arabian Government are urgently enquiring 
whether any details can be furnished to establish the 

identity of the bombs cropped on Bahrain as well as on 

Dheran. 

2. I understand that the R*A.F. armaments expert who 

came here yesterday has already left and I should be grateful 
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Telegram 

From 

To 

Inter. 

Political Agent, Bahrain. 

Minister, Jedda. 

Repeated Government of India, Simla. 

Politidal Resident, Bushire. 

Middle East Intelligence Centre. 

No. 388 

Dated 21st October 1940. 

Your telegram No.11 dated the 20th October. 

2. Impossible to identify definitely bombs dropped 

on Bahrain but portion of parachute flares of Italian 

manufacture and with instructions in Italian on it has 

been recovered. 

Political 
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I 
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2 /- 

P. R. 

AT ^ 

BMHHBHi 

1 

I give below a more detailed account of the airraid 

on the Oil Refinery at Bahrain and subsequent events. 

2. At about 3.15 a.m. on the 19th October one of the 

Refinery guards saw aircraft approaching from a southerly direction 
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- 2 - 

io 

2. The following precautions have b een t aken for the 

future by the Defence Officer: 

(1) Four light machine guns posts have been placed at 

selected sites close to the Refinery* 

(2) Listening posts have been established at Awali* 

Refinery and Sitra. 

(3) A total black-out has been enforced at the Refinery 

Oil Field, Awali and the Cooly Camp* 

(4) Car lamps have been dimmed. 

(5) A guard consisting of a detachment of the Defence 

Force armed with a light machine gun has been sent to 

Muharraq to look after the landing ground. 

(6) Patrols round the Refinery perimeter have been 

increased. 

(7) Trenches to act as air r aid shelters are being 

constructed at selected parts in the Refinery, Awali Camp 

and Cooly Camp areas for the protection of personnel working 

or living there. 

3. As the Company have sufficient oil in storage tanks 

to meet immediate orders the Refinery has been closed for 

a few days in order to enable a system of lighting to be 

evolved which will not be visible from the air but which 

will be sufficient for operational purposes. The Refinery 

would in any case have been closed on the SG'oh October as 

by then storage tanks would have been full to capacity. The 

position has been further aggravated by the news thatt he 

tanker "Ketty Brovig" which was due here on the 31st October 

was damaged after a collision at Singapore. 

4. Every effort has been made to introduce a black-out 

in Manama and Muharraq and it was surprisingly successful 

and was apparently not objected to. To impose a complete 

black-out in Bahrain is almost impossible particularly 

during the month of Ramadhan and efforts have been 

concentrated /- 
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- 3 - 

11 

concentrated on extinguishing all lights which might be of 

use to aircraft in identifying the Islands. 

As a temporary measure Captain Howes has taken charge 
of t he black-out arrangements for Manama and Muharraq and 

has Mr. Furber f the Assistant State Engineer, and Shaikh 

Khalifah to assist him. 

5. Ships entering Bah ain have been warned to black-out 

and C.A.S.O.C. have been asked to assist by imposing as far 

as possible a black-out over their Camp and Oil Field area. 
\ 

6# Captain Howeswith Mr. de Grenier visited the Shaikh 

on the morning of the 19th October and informed him of what 

had happened. On their advice the Shaikh issued an ’Alan, 
a copy of which is attached. 

/ 

' ' 

l\ 
20th October 1940. 
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‘File 28/1 P Visit of enemy aircraft to Bahrain’ [13r] (25/92)

Te le grsun 
From 

To 

Repeated 

His ifajeety's VlnlBter 9 Jedda* 

secretary of State for foreign .affaire, 
London* Ko*246« 

Political RfBident f Buahire • Ko*27* 

Middle East Intelligence Centre, Cairo* Ko*116* 

Dated 20th October 1940* 

(Relayed under Buehire telegram No*742 
dated and received the 22nd October 1940)* 

IMPORTANT * 

My immediately 1 preceding telegram# 

(1) iuair Faisal asked me to call this morning to talk 

of DHAHRAK bombing* he told me that Bahrain had also been 

bombed on October I8tiy'l9th. He thought that probable 

explanation was that aircraft had thought they were over 

Bahrain when they had reached Dhahran as he could not see what 

advantage there could be for anyone in bombing Saudi Arabian 

wells# He was at a lose to know where raiders could have come 

from as nearest Italian territory was roughly one thousand 

miles distant and wondered whether there could be German or 

Italian raiders in neighbouring waters* I said I thought 

first thing was to try and establish identity of bombs and 

t at 1 would immediately ask authorities at Bahrain to tele* 

graph all possible information# 

(2) Amir took incident much more easily than 1 had 

expected and agreed that it was beet to take no action until 

further information was available# He is seeing Italian 

Minister this evening a^d I had feared that as he strongly 

dislikes him personally he might be moved to protest to him 

before knowing for certain who was responsible and thus 

create situation which as 1 gather from your telegram JNo*l53 

it would not be in our interests to create at this juncture* 

MINISTER 
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‘File 28/1 P Visit of enemy aircraft to Bahrain’ [14r] (27/92)

Inter* 
His Majesty’s Minister, Jedds* 

Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, London* Xo*2A7* 

Middle ast Intelligence Centre, Cairo* Ho*21* 

Political Resident, Bus ire* ilo*2B* 

Dated 2iet October 1940* 

(Relayed under Bushire telegram Ho*743 dated 
and reoclTed ^2nd October 1940•) 

IMPORT AST* 

2ty telegram So*246* 

Amir Faisal has just sent me message saying that 

Italian planes had been heard over LwILa just before dawn 

October 19th and over aBHA some hours later* This information 

seems proof conclusive planes took most direct route from 

Bahrain to ASMARA thus violating Saudi Araoian territory through* 

out return flight* 

(2) X have leaxnt from an entirely sound (omission Asouroe ) 

that to Amir's protest yesterday against bombing of Dhahran 

Italian Minister replied it was work of N our enemies"• Faisal 

asked Minister how then he explained bombing of Bahrain by same 

formation* Signor P KSOI unaware that Bahrain had been 

bombed was dumbfounded and said that Dhahran bombing must have 

been accidental, he was aware of his government's policy and a 

similar mistake would not recur* Amir Faisal was not satisfied 

and demanded official apology and guarantee from Italian Govern* 

msnt* Us requested Italian Minister to draft ttlegrum 1m wdlate* 

ly and hand it to him for transmission to Rome* This was done* 

(3) I hope to obtain confirmation of above at Interview 

with Amir Faisal tomorrow and also learn reaction to violation 

of territory which had not been reported to him when he saw 

Italian Minister* 

W.U 
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Telegram to OhiXger from Jedda . 

October 21st 1940 . 

Acting on orders from King Prince Feisal arrived 
Jedda night of 19th and yesterday summoned the British 

Minister and afterwards the Italian Minister to the Palace. 

This morning Nejib gave me following version or 

meeting between Feisal and Italian Minister. When confronted 
with news of bombing of Dharan Italian Minister expressed 
complete ignorance and stated that it was undoubtedly act of 
British done with purpose of arousing Arab animosity against 
Italians. Feisal replied that Bahrain also had been bombed 
and that he could not conceive of British bombing their own 
oil fields and installations and that he was convinced that 
both Bahrain and Dharan were bombed by Italian planes. At 
that point message was handed to Feisal stating Rome Radio 
had officially announced Italian bombing of Bahrain. Italian 
Minister expressed deepest sorrow stating that bombing of 
Dharan was clearly done by mistake and added that because he 
knew policy of his Government he could give Feisal firmest 
assurances that such a mistake would never be made in future. 
Feisal answered that these personal assurances w r ere insufficient 
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assurances are acceptable to the Saudi Arabian government they 
should also be acceptable to Company and consequently the 

Company should resume its work. From other sources I was given 
identical report of Feisal ! s convictions and plans. 

Also this morning British Minister called with Legations 
telegram of Bahrain and Dharan bombings which he read. Thereafter 
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if 

r\ 

(,© 

Telegram Inter 

From His Majesty’s Minister, Jedda* 

To Foreign Office, London Wo.250) 

Hepeated Middle East Intelligence Centre (No#23) 

Political Resident, at Bahrain (No.29) 

Dated the 23rd received the 24th October 1940 

My telegram No.246. 

Amir Faisal confirmed my report of his 

interview with Italian Minister. He added that as soon as 

he learnt that the planes had been flown over Saudi 

territory on return journey he had addressed further very 

strongly written protest. 

Bird. 

f 
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if 

1 <3 

/*N 

Inter* 

His Majesty's Minister, Jedda* 

Political Resident, at Bahrain (No.30) 

Secretary of State f or Foreign Affairs, 
London (No.251) 

Middle Last Intelligence Centre, Cairo 
(NO.24) 

Dated the 23rd received the 24th October r>40 

Telegram 

From 

To 

Repeated 

/ 
My immediately preceding telegram. 

Amir Faisal asks whether it would be possible 

for arrangements to be made between the Royal Air Force 

and either the Manager of California Arabian Standard Oil 

Company or local Saudi Arabian authorities there for advance 

information of intended Royal Air Force patrols over the 

Dahran - Bahrain area to be given, as population cannot 

distinguish between Royal Air Force and Italian planes. 

i I 
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* 

P.a. Banr&, in / 
/? 

Telegram 3* 

From Government of India # Jelhi» 

Secretary of State for India# London# 

repeated Political deeident# at Bahrain# 

Middle xilaet Intelligence Centre# Cairo# 

No .4050 • 
Bated 2let received 2 jad October 1940* 

IMM3JIATK # 

Reference Bushire telegram JNo#732 October 19th# 

Prcee today reports that Italian High Command 

oommuni<iu4 ae etating that repeated hite were scored on 

British Petroleum centre in Bahrain and fire started# A t 

is pro, osed to give any publicity to facts that bombing 

caused no damage or casualties and that oil fields are 

American concern# 

-FOREIGB# 

»* # 1 *# 
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Telegram 
From Political Agent f Kuwait* 

\ 

To Political Keeidexit, at Bahrain. 

No *0/477• 
Dated and received 23rd October 1940* 

Your telegram 731 otober 19th* 

There ie no doubt planee were heard over 

Kuwait night of raid on Bahrain and 1 am endeavouring to 

co-ordinate conflicting reports* 
As a precautionary measure Shaikh hae ordered 

all outside lights to be extinguished by 10 p*m* This 

includes navigation lights on BABMAN and Agency* ire sums 

there is no objection as Has al Ardh light is already out 

if so request Senior Naval Officer Persian Gulf may be 

informed* Kuwait Oil Company is taking similar precautions* 

Political* 
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J 

P.A. Banrain ̂  j-c. 
© 

Telegram S. 

From Secretary, Buehire • 

To Political Resident, at Bahrain. 

Ro.750. 

Bated and received 24th October 1940. 

Important . 

My telegram 747 October 23rd. 

Further enquiries reveal that report that 

Persian Government had announced their intention to protest 

against bombing of Bahrain ie incorrect, no such statement 

was made• 

Military authorities are h wever endeavouring to 

obtain true statement of facta by enquiring from recent 

arrivals at Bushire from Bahrain. 

■r! 

• Britconsul. 

W.L. 
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t 
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* • i\ • J3ci£i xai _£*• 

Telegram Inter. 

From Political Resident at Bahrain. 

To Minister* Jeddah. 

Repeated Secretary of State for India, London. 

Middle iiast intelligence Centre, Cairo 

Air Officer Commanding, Hatobaniya. 

No.T/481. 

Dated the 24th Octooer 1940. 

0 
2-1 

Your telegram No.251 of 23rd October 

to Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 

3o far as I know R.A.i}’. always avoid 

Saudi territory. I doubt if they would agree to 

give previous information regarding patrols to 

Bahrain but will consult Air Officer Commanding. 

RiSSIDISNT. 

a 
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i P. A«Bfciirain .. 

Telegram Inter, 

}>’rom Political Healaent, at Bahrain. 

To Air Officer Commanding, Habbaniya. 

No.T/482. 

Bated the 24th October 1940. 

Jeddah telegram ho.251 repeated to 

you under my telegram No.T/484 and my reply. 

Please let me know if you agree. 

1U23ID10JT. 

U 
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x 
> VK > i^- . <M 

Politioal Resident, at Baiirain. 

Government of India, External Affairs 
department, Hew Delhi. 

Rocretary of State for India, London. 

Middle East Intelligence Centre, Cairo 

No.T/483. 

Dated the 24th October 1940. 

Your 4095 of 2ord October. 

Americans here appear unnecessarily 

alarmed but I hope to soothe them. .latter is 

complicated by fact that their Legation at 

Baghdad recently circulated routine notice 

advising all American subjects to remove 

themselves from Hear East. 

RESIDENT 
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MM 

CONFIDENTIAL. 

No. c/382 of 1940. 
2-4 

The Hon’ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf presents his compliments 
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If 

Telegram 
ram 

To 

Rep eated 
No. 6521 

Bated and received the 24th October 1940 

Secretary of State for India, London 

Government of India, New Delhi 

Political Resident, at Bahrain. 

Your telegram No. 4050 dated October 21st. 
Bahrain points referred t o in your last 

sentence were adequately covered in Press reports published 
here. 

Retaxandum 

(Copy given to Political Agent, Bahrain), 
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2 /- 

P. R 

I give below a more detailed account of the airraid 

on the Oil Refinery at Bahrain and subsequent events. 

2. At about 3.15 a.m. on the 19th October one of the 

Refinery guards saw aircraft approaching from a southerly direction 
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2. The following precautions have b een t aken for the 

future by the Defence Officers 

(1) Four light machine guns posts have been placed at 

selected sites close to the Refinery. 
(2) Listening posts have been established at Awali, 

Refinery and Sitra. 

(3) A total black-out has been enforced at the Refinery 
Oil Field, Awali and the Cooly Camp. 

(4) Car lamps have been dimmed. 

(5) A guard consisting of a detachment of the Defence 

Force armed with a light machine gun has been sent to 

Muharraq to look after the landing ground. 
(6) Patrols round the Refinery perimeter have been 

increased. 

(7) Trenches to act as air r aid shelters are being 
constructed at selected parts in the Refinery, Awali Camp 
and Cooly Camp areas for the protection of personnel working 
or living there. 

3. As the Company have sufficient oil in storage tanks 
to meet immediate orders the Refinery has been closed for 
a few days in order to enable a system of lighting to be 
evolved which will not be visible from the air but which 
will be sufficient for operational purposes. The Refinery 
would in any case have been closed on the 26th October as 

by then storage tanks would have been full to capacity. The 

position has been further aggravated by the news thatt he 
tanker "Ketty Brovig" which was due here on the 31st October 
was damaged after a cotlision at Singapore. 
4. Every effort has been made to introduce a black-out 

in Manama and Muharraq and it was surprisingly successful 
and was apparently not objected to. To impose a complete 
black-out in Bahrain is almost impossible particularly 
during the month of Ramadhan and efforts have been 

concentrated /- 
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concentrated on extinguishing all lights which might be of 
use to aircraft in identifying the Islands. 

As a temporary measure Captain Howes has taken charge 
of t he black-out arrangements for Manama and Muharraq and 
has Mr. Furber, the Assistant State Engineer, and Shaikh 
Khalifah to assist him. 

5. Ships entering Bahrain have been warned to black-out 
and C.A.S.O.C. have been asked to assist by imposing as far 
as possible a black-out over their Camp and Oil Field area. 
6. Captain Howeswith Mr. de Grenier visited the Shaikh 

on the morning of the 19th October and informed him of what 
had happened. On their advice the Shaikh issued an ’Alan, 
a copy of which is attached. 

20th October 1940 
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sV 

I 
Translation of notice No# 25/1359 dated 17th i.anadhan 
(19th October 1940) issued by the Govornnent of Bahrain# 

J 

Q V B K i: m s i; T OF B A II R A LA* 

I* o T I C Z . 1 

We announce to all our subjects that on the night 

of Saturday the 17th of Haaadhan 1359 some enemy planes 

flew over our state and attempted to raid the oil refinery 

but despite the fact that they met with no opposition they 

did not come down below a hight of 2000 Dir 1 as (arms* lengths)# 

They dropped about 40 bombs all of which fell more than half 

a mile away from the enclosure# They did not cause any damage 

and, by the grace of God, did not injure anybody. 

2. The High British Government are taking all the 

necessary measures for our defence and it is the duty of 

everyone of our subjects to remain calm and to obey immediately 

all orders issued or notified# «7e depend on Cod .ho protects 

the believers# 
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Telegram 
From 

To 

Repeated 

Copy to 

No. 

Dated 

S 
Political Resident, at Bahrain. 

Government of India, External Affairs Department, 
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Telegram Inter* 

! 1 

h 

I' 

! : 

l I 

(l n, 0 ; n"l w 

yroo 
To 

A 

Hie Majesty*e Minister, Jedda* 

secretary of State for foreign .iffaire, 
London* Ho*259* 

9 

Repeated Middle 3aet InteUigenoe Centre, Cairo. ,! o.26. 

lolltioal Reeident, Buahlre. Bo.31. 

Dated the 2nd Eove tuber 1940. 

(Related under Buehire telegram Bo.765 
dated and received the 4th Kovanber 1940.) 

/V 
• 

No.250. 
• 

My telegram 
Amir Faisal told me yesterday that he had received 

official reply to Saudi Arabian Government’s protest. Italian 

Government had apologised for incident asserted that neither 

Government nor Squadron Leader had had any intention of bombint, 

Saudi Arabian territories and had given solemn assurance tnat 

incident would not be repeated* 

2* Faisal asked my opinion about publication ox this 

reply. I thought there could be no objection on the contrary 

publication of statement that pilots had mistaken their target 

would show up Italians even more clearly ae consumate liars 

and incredibly incompetent navigators. 

3* Faisal informed me that he had told Italian Minis ei 

that even if raid had resulted in doing any harm to Great 

Britain it would have been as nothing compared with serious 

damage Italy had succeeded in doing to her own prestige in 

Moslem world. 

• Prodrome* 

W.L. 
Copy given to Political Agent, 

• ✓ 

r T 
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* 
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Confidential 

• ■ 

I 

i ■ 1 

1 

f- q L 
No•C/591-8/8. 

v o 
w 

A British Agency, 
Sharjah, 

28th October 1940 

To, 
The Political Agent, 

Bahrain. 

Liemorandurn 

In connection with the recent Italian's Air raid 

on Bahrain, the Shaikli of Sharjah wrote the enclosed letter 

to His Highness -ohe Shaikh of Bahrain condemning tiie action 

of the Italians. He requested me to send this letter with my 

mails to Bahrain. If you see no objection, I should be grate- 

ful if the letter is paased on to His Highness the Shaikh. 
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Translation of a letter dated 22nd Ramadhan 1359 
(24.10.40) from the Ruler of Sharjah to the 
Ruler of Bahrain. 

After compliments, 

Your Highness, I beg to state that the 

ether has carried to us the news that the 

-v Italians, the spreaders of injustice and tyranny, 

have dropped bombs on your (providentially) 

protected town. This has grieved us very much but 

we thank God that it caused no damage and did no 

harm; this is by the grace of God who turned 

their bad intentions on their own heads, and they 
with 

have met^failure and evil results. Those whom 

God protects are immune. I pray to the Almighty 

to protect you, your people and your state from 

the evil intentions of invaders and to prolong 

^our Highness' life, He is the Almighty who can 

^ answer prayers. Please convey my best compliments 

and regards to your brothers and sons. U.E. 

67Reference: IOR/R/15/2/669. Copyright for this page: Public Domain

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025479604.0x000044

http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025479604.0x000044?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


‘File 28/1 P Visit of enemy aircraft to Bahrain’ [34v] (68/92)

68Reference: IOR/R/15/2/669. Copyright for this page: Public Domain

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025479604.0x000045

http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100025479604.0x000045?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


‘File 28/1 P Visit of enemy aircraft to Bahrain’ [35r] (69/92)

/ 

Forwarded with the 

compliments of the Political 

Secretary, India Office. 

(The writer was previously 
known as Lieut-Colonel P.Gordon 

Loch). 

?'*• - 
f- -— rr -rr'_. O, 
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o T“‘ B Kinns, 
IlNLITHGOW. 

October 27th 1940 

My dear Political Agent 

I must apologize for addressing you thus 
but I do not Know who is holding the appointment now. 

I should be most grateful if you would kindly have the 
enclosed letters translated and sent with the translation 
to His Highness and to the ShaiKhah Ayeshah. 

I hope that the Italians did no material damage and 
that no one was hurt. 

If you see Shaikh 1 Abdullah of ̂ atar and the Trucial 
ShaiKhs,! hope that you will give then 

Yours sincerely, 
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0 

The Bahrein Petroleum Company Limited 

Awali, 
Bahrein Island, Persian Gulf. 

25th November, 1940. 

Major A.C. ̂Iban, I.A., 
His Britannic Majesty*s Political Agent, 
The Agency, 
Manama. 

Dear Major Alban, 

Mr. P. Knabenshue, the American Minister in 

Baghdad, has asked me for a report on the attempted 

bombing of Bahrein Refinery, in order that he may forward 

this to the Department of State. 

He suggested, and I agree with him, that the 

best method of transmitting this data would be to ask you 

to forward it to the British Embassy in Baghdad for delivery 
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No. C/j20-2o/I.P Do.tv.c Lat 7tn November Ij-40. 

Deer Catnctry, 

Vve £ort»ura aerevvith a p^eistge containing 
a report on tat attemptto bombing of Bahrain Refinery 
received from tat Bahrain Petroleum Company u^initeu 

for favour of handing to liis a..cex*ency the American 

Minister in agndad. ,.e v^ouiu oe grateful if this 

coulu ainaxg oe cone. 

Yours over. 

Britisn ; mb.ss^, 

Bagiitii u« 
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M «J« ' 

■ 
feo. C/j:n- Xi/i-P 

u^a 7c . , -,7- :r; r ..-l- . 
/ 

• £ i nc „ j juf ». - .or u .s.d 
C*iC -JiC-* / iQ v X* . ->40 • 

t j> «>• i'ddi c,> Lin plvlo** 

Jau a lor «r nsrra acian to His 
. ac ncy lui- i.rc r c:,n Minister. 

% 

s-.ricareiyj 

X* • . • ̂ • i'k.’ ii. i ■. c-^ v - ̂ Cut f L#oc. i teprt :xit tivt, Inc r nr. P-. cr <j. urn Co . 9 uSiri In. 
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SUaca 
By Mr Mail 

^V' L p.z.^S^Sjf io ftp / ̂7l 
S ̂C6/ 

ft k Q,. 'X' INDIA OFFICE, 
LONDON, 

^^.9 NOV 1940 

i/ 

Forwarded with the compliments of the Secretary, 
Political Department, India Office. 

A copy has been sent to_ * SV- 

~Ttrr 
by^ Mail ^ *•' l*» 

Xlae--PCfHgn Secretary, Government of India. 

Vkajli^v 
(11807) Wt.27899/P.287 2,000 9/39 A.& B.W.Ltd. 

. 
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P.Z. 5982/40 

SECRET 

D.0.G./D.0. 

AIR MINISTRY 
KING CHARLES STREET, 

S.W.l. 
29th October, 1940. 

Dear Peel, 

With reference to your P.Z.5716/40 of the 24th 
October, 1940. The development by the Italians of the Cant Z.1007B long range aircraft has now made possible a 
light intermittent scale of air attack on Bahrein. 

The recent attack, which entailed a flight of 
2,500 miles, requires an effort by the Italians altogether out of proportion to the results obtained and may have been 
undertaken partly for propaganda purposes and partly as an endeavour to draw off our A.A. defences from elsewhere 

These aircraft carrying a heavier load of bombs could have been much more effectively employed on nearer 
objectives. It is therefore unlikely that these flights will be repeated frequently. 

It is of course, desirable to establish A.A. 
defences at Bahrein to counter these attacks, but whilst we 
are still so short of Fighters, A.A. guns and searchlights for the defence of other important targets with a higher scale of attack, we can do little more at the present time than make the best use of the H.A. gun which has been installed by the Navy, and the machine guns already there to meet low flying attack. All possible passive defence measures should, of course, be undertaken including the institution of a warning system. We are asking the 
A.O.C.Iraq to inform us what local defence measures are 
being put in hand. 

I am sending a copy of this letter to Spraggett, 
Admiralty, Mallaby, War Office, and Baxter, Foreign Office. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sgd.) W.A.Coryton. 
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P.Z. 5716/40 

Secret 

INDIA OFFICE, 
S.W.l. 

24th October, 1940. 

/ 
/ 
Dear Coryton, 

In view of the bombing of the Bahrein refinery on the 
19th October (see the enclosed copy of the Political 
Resident's telegram No«732) we should be glad to learn 
whether the Air Ministry think the time has come to 
reconsider the views they held in 1938 as to the comparative 
immunity of Bahrein from air attack# You will recollect 
attending an informal discussion in this Office o n 
Persian Gulf defence matters on the 14th April, 19o8, 
(your letter of the 3rd May, 1938, Ko#S#40564, relers), 
when the view of the Air Ministry representatives was 
that the danger of air attack on Bahrein, except from 
bases in Persia, was negligible. This view was followed 
in the report of the Chiefs of Staff Sub Committee dated 
25th July, 1938 (Paper C.0.S.752 and C.1.D.1461-B) and 
underlay the preparation of the defence plans for Bahrein, 
which were designed only to meet the danger ol tribal 
attack or sabotage. 

What we should like to know is whether the Air 
Ministry consider that there is any serious danger of 
further attacks from the air on Bahrein, and i^ so what 
measures can be devised to deal with than. A later 

- telegram from the Political Resident 
dated 21st October) indicates that a high angle gun is being 

provided by the Naval Authorities (see 
copy of telegram enclosed). 

I am s ending a copy of this letter to Spraggett 
(Admiralty), Mallaby (War Office) and Baxter (Foreign 
Office). 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sgd.) R.Peel. 

A 
Air Commodore W.A.Coryton, M.V.O.,D.F*C., 

Air Ministry. 
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Telegram M S" 
% 

From 

To 

Repeated 

No. 

Dated 

Political Resident, BusMre. 

Senior Naval Officer, Persian Gulf. 

Political Agent, Bahrain. 

Political Agent, Kuv/eit. 

Government of India. 

26 

7th January 1941. 

SECRET 

His Majesty’s Government have information they 

regard as undeniably authentic that Italians are considering 
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