suilgll ha aris
Qatar National Library

This PDF was generated on 11/12/2021 from online resources of
the Qatar Digital Library

The online record can be viewed at:
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100000000241.0x00003e
It contains extra information, high resolution zoomable views and transcriptions.

‘File 28/1 P Visit of enemy aircraft to Bahrain’

Holding Institution British Library: India Office Records and Private Papers
Reference IOR/R/15/2/669

Date(s) 19 Oct 1940-7 Jan 1941 (CE, Gregorian)

Written in English in Latin

Extent and Format 1 file (44 folios)

Copyright for document Unknown

About this record

The file comprises copies of correspondence and other papers relating to an air raid carried out by Italian

bombers over the Bahrain Petroleum Company (BAPCO) refinery in Bahrain and the California-Arabian Standard Oil
Company (CASOC) refinery at Dhahran [al-Zahran] in Saudi Arabia, on the night of 19 October 1940. The

principal correspondents in the file are: the Political Agent in Bahrain (Major Reginald George Evelin William

Alban); the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf (Lieutenant-Colonel Charles Geoffrey Prior); the British

Minister in Jedda (Hugh Stonehewer-Bird).

The file includes:
« initial reports of the raid (ff 2-3);

+ an order from the Government of Bahrain (f 4, copy at f 30) dated 19 October 1940,
announcing the raid and the British Government’s intentions to take all measures in the defence of Bahrain.
The order also calls for calm amongst the islands’ inhabitants;

+ a draft letter written by the Political Agent to the Political Resident, dated 20

October 1940 (ff 10-12, copy at ff 27-29) giving details of: the number of planes taking part in the raid and

their altitude; the number of bombs dropped; damage (of lack of damage) caused; and precautions being taken
against further raids: placement of light machine gun posts, blackout measures, the preparation of air raid
shelters, increased refinery patrols);
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» correspondence from the British Minister at Jedda (ff 13-14, ff 15-16, f 32), giving an

account of the Italian minister to Saudi Arabia’s initial denial of the raid over Dhahran, his response to the
official announcement from the Italian Government of the raid over Bahrain, and his subsequent apology to the
Amir Faisal [Faysal]. The British Minister at Jedda also reports on the official apology to Saudi Arabia from

the ltalian Government, and speculation that the refinery at Dhahran was mistaken for the BAPCO refinery at
Bahrain by the Italian bombers;

» correspondence between Air Ministry and India Office officials in London (ff 41-42)
discussing if such a raid could be repeated in future, and whether further air raid protection measures should
be taken at Bahrain.
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From His Majesty's Minister, Jedda. :

To Secretary of State for Foreign Affaire, London. No.247.

Repeated Middle Fast Intelligence Centre, Calroe Noe21.
Political Reesident, Bushire. No.28,

Dated 21st Ootober 1940.
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(Relayed under Bushire toloa-' 40743 dated
and received 23nd October 1940.)
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My telegram No.246.

(Amir Paisal hae just sent me mesecage saying that
ltalian planes had been heard over I.IlA just before dawn
Ogtober 19th and over ABHA some hours later, This information

B A, o RIS A RS IR

seems proof conclusive planes took most direct route from
Bahrain to ASMARA thus violating Saudi Aravian territory throughe
out return flight.

(2) 1 have leamt frow an eAtirely sound (omission Ssource)
that to Amir's protest yeeterday againet bombing of Dhahran
Italian Minister replied it was work of "our enemies", Faisal
asked Minister how them he explained bombing of Bahrain by same
formations Signor __PURSOI unaware that Bahrain had been
bembed was dumbfounded and said that Dhahran bombing wust have
been accidental, he was aware of his government's policy and a
similar mistake would not recurs Amir Paisal was not satisfied
and demanded official apology and guarantee from ltalian Governe
ment. He requested ltalian Minister to draft telegram im.ediatee
dy and hand it to him for transmiseion to Rome. This was done.

(3) 1 hope to obtain gonfirmation of above at interview
with Amir Faisal tomorrow and also learn reaction to violation
of territory which had not been reported to him when he saw
Italian Ministers

jrd

4
4

Ry

« MINISTER,

BRITISH
Avydan
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3
Telegram S
From Political Resident, at Bahrain.
To Government of India, External Affairs Depart-
ment, New Delhi.
Repeated Secretary of State for India, London.
Copy to Senior Naval Officer, Persian Gulf.

Political Agent, Bahrain.
No. T/516
Dated lst November 1940.

My telegram No,T/488 of 26th October.

Air Officer Commanding arrived 31st October
inspected arrangements and discussed Defence protlems with
Senior Naval Officer Political Agent and myself, He
returned Basra in the @afternoon but hopes pay further
visit in a weeks time.

2. He will endeavour supply gun crews and has under=
taken to provide search lights. He has no listening
apparatus available but will arrange system of sibhals to
give warning of raids coming via Iraq. Question of
Levy N.C.0s for patrolling is in hand also motor transport.

3. A.0.C. expresses view that flight is more isolated
act of bravado than first of probable series of raids but
I impressed on him effect on American and local population
if adequate def8nce measures were not taken. Two planes
are being sent here on demonstration flight on Id day and

one will stay and report on black-out arrangements.
RESIDENT.

(Above telegram received under P.R's P.L. Nc.C/422 dated
2nd November 1940).

RS T T T THRT R RIS

BRITISH
Avydan
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! : October 27th 1940

i || My dear Political Agent,

.

]

ti I must apologize for addressing you thus,
,[ but I do not know who is holding the appointment now.

o |

H I should be most grateful if you would kindly have the
] enclosed letters translated and sent with the translation
l to His Highness and to the Shaikhah Ayeshah,

il i I hope that the Italians did no material damage and
# that no one was hurt.

If you see Shaikh 'Abdudlah of @atar and the Trucial

Sheikhs,I hope that you will give therzlmyDW%ces.

Yours sincerely,
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f { @& :’;;o" THE BAHREIN PETROLEUM COMPANY LIMITED F |
foia <
® &
i | . Awali, !
] BAHREIN ISLAND, PERSIAN GULF, 4
o ¥ 25th November, 1940. 1
o ¥ $
Et §
| Major A.C. Alban, I.A., o
His Britannic Majesty's Political Agent, 3
| The Agency, 1
1 Manema . 7
' 3
{; ‘ N | Dear Major Alban,
T~ ;
H | Mr. P. Knabenshue, the American Minister in
| Baghdad, has asked me for a report on the attempted
[ bombing of Bahrein Refinery, in order that he may forward
this to the Department of State. :
He suggested, and I agree with him, that the :
] best method of transmitting this data would be to ask you f
to forward it to the British Embassy in Baghdad for deli- ¢
% very to him. Will you please let me know if you are
% agreeable to handling this for us, in which case I will i
n Fo]
E K ask Dr. Kennedy to take the package to Manama for censor-
i
g’ ~ ship and hand to you to transmit through official channels. e
" ¥ '.
‘R =
% % Yours sincerely, "=
- B 7N |
B
2 '
!i !
i
| E
ot i
A
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AIR MINISTRY
KING CHARLES STREET,

SECRET S.W.l.
29th October, 1940.

D.0.6./D.0.

Dear Peel,

With reference to your P.Z.5716/40 of the 24th
October, 1940. The development the Italians of the
Cant Z.1007B long range aircraft has now made possible a
light intermittent scale of air attack on Bahrein.

The recent attack, which entailed a flight of
2,500 miles, requires an effort by the Italians altogether
out of proportion to the results obtained and may have been
undertaken partly for propagaenda purposes and 1y
as an endeavour to draw off our A.A. defences elsewhere.

These aircraft carrying a heavier load of bombs
could have been much more effectively o-plo{.d on nearer
objectives. It is therefore unlikely that these flights
will be repeated frequently. X

It is of course, desirable to establish A.A.
defences at Bahrein to counter these attacks, but whilst we
are still so short of Fighters, A.A. guns and searchlights
rorthcwmoorothrtlﬁrmtumuuthan
scale of attack, we can do little more at the
time than make the best use of the H.A. ch has
bo-muuuwtuum.mmnaﬂ: already
there to meet low flying attack. A4ll pouhg.;uun
defence measures should, of course, be undertaken including
the institution of a system. We are asking the
A.0.C.Iraq to inform us what local defence measures are
being put in hand.

Ians a copy of thil‘mrto ett
Amiralty, Hallaby, Wem office, and Baxter, Foreign Office.

Yours sincerely,
(8gd.) W.A.Coryton.
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C

INDIA OFFICE, Ll ‘
S.W.1l.
Secret - 24th October, 1940.

P.%.5716/40 ~

Dear Coryton,

In view of the bombing of the Bahrein refinery on the
19th October (see the enclosed copy of the Political
Resident's telegram No.732) we should be glad to learn
whether the Air Ministry think the time has come to
reconsider the views they held in 1938 as to the comparative
immunity of Bahrein from air attack. You will recollect
att an informal discussion in this Office on
Pergian Gulf defence matters on the 14th April, 1938,

(your letter of the 3rd May, 1938, No.S.40564, refers),
when the view of the Air Ministry representatives was

that the danger of air attack on Bahrein except from
bases in Persia, was negligible. This viu was followed
in the report of the Chiefs of Staff Sub Committee dated
25th July, 1938 (Paper C.0.8.752 and C.I.D.1461-B) and
underlay {h. preparation of the defence plans for Bahrein,

N which were designed only to meet the danger of tribal
attack or sabotage.

What we should like to know is whether the Air
Ministry consider that there is any serious danger of
further attacks from the air on Bahrein, and if so what
measures can be devised to deal with them. A later
telegram from the Political Resident
dated 21st October) indicates that a high utlo fm is being

provided by the Naval Authorities (see
copy of telegram enclosed).

I am s ending a copy of this letter to S tt
(Admiralty), Mallaby (War Office) and Baxter Foreign
Office).
Yours sincerely,
(sgd.) R.Peel.

7
Air Commodore W.A.Coryton, M.V.0.,D.F.C.,

Air Ministry.
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