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About this record

The file comprises copies of correspondence and memoranda containing guidance relating to the perceived threat
of enemy troops parachuting into British-Indian territory. Though the threat is most strongly perceived in the
north-western provinces of India and Baluchistan, the guidance was distributed to Britain’s political agencies
in the Persian Gulf, including Bahrain.

The file includes: a copy of a Government of India letter, dated 5 July 1940, discussing the vulnerability of
stations on the northwest frontier of India, with suggestions for passive air defence measures, and
precautions to be taken against parachutists (paratroopers) (ff 3-4); a note from the General Staff, dated 1
June 1940, outlining the nature of parachute attacks (f 5); a note outlining active defence measures to be
taken against paratroopers, including permanent guards and the placement of obstructions on landing grounds (f
6); a copy of a secret memorandum from the Government of India, dated 30 July 1940, stating that no landing
grounds should be obstructed without prior reference to the Government of India External Affairs Department (f
8); copies of telegrams relating to difficulties encountered in ascertaining the identities of air crews at
some landing grounds (f10), with proposals for photograph identity cards to be carried by aircrews, a specimen
of which is included (f 11); a copy of a letter from the Under Secretary to the Government of India, dated 18
December 1942, drawing attention to the success of ‘fifth column’ exercises in Northern Command, and
requesting that ‘provincial governments’ assess their arrangements for weaknesses that may leave them prone to
fifth column activities (ff 18-19).

Cover page

http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100000000241.0x000034?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100000000241.0x000034?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload#share


‘File 28/1 I Defence against parachutists, obstruction of aerodromes and landing
grounds, etc’ [front] (1/40)

r* ; 

Collecfikir Nfe 

i 
mj'KHcfc adjust PARACHUXiaxs 
OBSTRUCTIO M S OK Ab RQDKOMfcS 

LiiMDIMl. t jRO UHDS. KTC 

Pteriaaa Beferenost. 
V 

Later RsferenoeB. 

1Reference: IOR/R/15/2/659. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100024508221.0x000002

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100024508221.0x000002?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


‘File 28/1 I Defence against parachutists, obstruction of aerodromes and landing
grounds, etc’ [front-i] (2/40)

2Reference: IOR/R/15/2/659. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100024508221.0x000003

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100024508221.0x000003?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


‘File 28/1 I Defence against parachutists, obstruction of aerodromes and landing
grounds, etc’ [2r] (3/40)

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
Department. SECRET 

EXPRESS LETTER (AIR MAIL). 
[N.B. — Tki* 

Office of the Political Resident 
in the Persian Gulf, Gamp Shiraz 

No. C/284 the 12th August 19 40* 

To The Political Agent, Bahrain 
The Political Agent, Muscat. 
The Political Agent, Kuwait. 

A copy of Government of India Express Letter No.L.4105 

P/40 dated the 5th July 1940, together with its enclosure, is 
forwarded for your information. Defence Officer 

2. You should consider in conjunction with —^ Military Adviser 
whether it is necessary to take any action within your juris- 
diction on the lines indicated. My view is that whereas there 
is no objection to drawing up plans for use in case of emergency, 
the risk of attack by parachute troops is at present so slight 
that nothing should be done which would be likely to (cause 

panic amongst the local inhabitants, or to suggest in any way 
that such attack was imminent. 

Sd. C.G. PRIOR 
Political Resident in the Persian 

Gulf 
Attested 

i ̂  

for Secretary to the Political 
Resident in the Persian Gulf. 

S. 44. 
MFP—985 27-11 -36—10.000. 

I 
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Secret 

EXPRESS LBTTiilR 

Erom - Foreign, Simla. 
To - Norwef, Nathiagali. - Baluchistan, Eiarat. 

EO.D.4105-F/40 Dated the 5tii July 1940. 

Government of India, 
External Affairs Department. V 0 

Passive Air Defence and Defence against 
parachutists• 

The General Staff have pointed out that there are some 
stations on the North West Frontier of India which possess a 
certain degree of importance and vulnerability to attack from 
tiie air, but which have no regular garrison e.g. Parachinar, 
Miranshah, Arawali etc. etc.. Passive measures of protection 
against possible air attack for such places are necessary and 
the responsibility for the preparation of a Passive Air Defence 
Scheme to meet local requirements, lies with the civil authorities. 
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paragraphs may kindly be brought to the notice of all civil 
authorities with whom the Local Administration is concerned, 
including the North West Frontier State3 » the attention of the 

Baluchistan States 
Commandants of Frontier Corps being particularly invited to 
their responsibilities (e.g* at Parachinar, Miranshah and 
Arawali) • 
b. In so far as the North West Frontier States are 

Baluchistan States 
concerned, this communication is issued under the authority 
of the Crown Representative* 

The issue of the above has been authorised. 

Sd. 3.W. FLSTCHiilR 
Additional Deputy Secretary to the 

Government of India* 
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/ 1 - 

© 
MOST SECRET. (x 

Copy of a note dated the 1st June 194C recorded by the 
General Staff. 

# • • • 

x X X X 

1. Attacks by parachutists and air borne troops on aerodromes 
etc. have usually been made betvjeen three hours before and three 
after sunrise but may be expected at any time. Attacks have 
sometimes been preceded by bombing and machine gun attacks to 
neutralise local defences. Parachute troops often attempt to 
overpov/er the defenders and to isolate the aerodrome by cutting 
communications, and by attacking control rooms and headquarters. 
They may also attempt to destroy aircraft. Troops have also been 
landed from gliders which carry ten to twenty men. Any obstructions 
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!• Ene^y objective in Prontier States and in non-administered 
areas under the control of His Excellency the Governor of the 
North West Frontier province and the Agent to the Governor General 
in Baluchistan might be, - 

^aj Landing grounds. 
(b) Important bridges,with a view either to their 

destruction or capture for use in a subsequent 
advance. 

(c) Posts and Telegraph offices. 
2. Parachutists require time after landing to unpack their 
equipment, rally,etc., and for several minutes they are relatively defenceless and relatively easily dealt with. It is therefore 
imperative to avoid being surprised by this form of attack and to be prepared to take immediate action to attack the enemy before he 
has time to become formidable. If the advanced party of parachutists 
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British Consulate-General, BUSHIRE. 

Secret 

The Hon’ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf presents his 
compliments to 

The Political Agent, Kuwait. 
The Political Agent, k. acat. 
The Political Agent,, Brlirain 

and has the honour to transmit to him a copy of the undermentioned 

iv r u ^ 
Dated 25 th Augu s t 19 40 

Ills 

Reference to previous correspondence: 

Residency jixpress Letter No.C/284 dated 12th August 1940. 

Description of Enclosure. 

Name and Date. Subject. 

Memorandum NO.D.4520-P/40 
dated doth July 1940 from 
Government of India. 

Defence against Parachutists. 

<•»*- r 
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t 

Secret 

Jy’rom - The Additional Deputy Secretary to the 
Government of India in the External Affairs 

Depar tmen t, 

To - The Chief Secretary to the Government of the 
North West Frontier Province. Tlie Hon’hle the Agent to the Governor General, Resident and Chief Comrainsioner in 

Balnuhis tan. 
The Political Agent, Gilgit. 

Memorandum No.D.4520-P/4Q 
Dated Simla» the SOth July 1940. 

Subjects- Defence against Parachutists. 
Obstruction of aerodromes and 
landing grounds. 

Reference paragraph i (d) of the second of the 
two notes forwarded with the express letter from the 
Government of India in the Jixternal Affairs Department, 
No.D.410b-F/40,^dated the 5th July 1940. 

2. It has been decided that no aerodrome or 
landing ground should be obstructed without a prior 
reference to this Department. 

3. In so far as the North V/eat Frontfcgr States 
Baluchistan are concerned, this communication is issued under the 

authority of the Crown Representative. 
Sd. jJ.W. Fletcher, 

Addl. Deputy Secretary to the Government 
of India. 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, 
Department. 

EXPRESS LETTER 
Confidential 

[N. Z?,— This is m ORIGINAL MESSAGE> sent by post to save telegraphic 
expense and undue use of the wires, but intended to be treated, on 
receipt, with the same expedition as if it had been telegraphed. To 
save time and formalities it is worded and signed as if it had been 
so despatched,\ 

From 

Political Agent, 
Pahrain. 

To 

Political Resident,, 
Camp, Bahrain. 

MS/180-28/1-1 th February ir^l x4S3 . 

-f - 1 
Reference Express letter No.C/284 dated the 12th August 

1940. 
2. Matter discussed with Defence Officer who is now drawing 

up plans against attacks by parachute troops for use in case of 

emergency. Nothing is being done to suggest that such an attack 
is imminent. 

3. The delay in replying is regretted. 

U 
Political Agent, Bahrain. 

s. 6. 
MFP—400S&P—(M-480)—26-7-34— 2 , 00 , 000 . 
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CONFIDENTIAL . 
No. c/90 of 1941 

The Hon’ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf presents his 
compliments to 

. 
!• -ftie Political Agent, Kuwait* 
2* The Political Agent, Bahrain* ^ 
3. Tho Political Agent, iCusoat* 

and has the honour to transmit to him a copy of the undermentioned 
document (s). for information and. guidance* 

British Consulate-General, BUSHIRE. Dated t.MWTtfh.. 1^.94Ar. 

Name and Date. Subject. 

>1 ., Koine 
A 

* 1 

CioTernmont of India 
Department, letter ilo. 174/1/4^ Police, > dated 10th January 1941 » 

2* Army headquarters, Xndi 
General staff Branch letter 
ho.bOaii/lA*^* 2, dated 24th December 1940 and enclosure* 

\o 
method of establishing identity of aircraft crews to aerodrome guards* 

4 C. 
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Keceived under (iovernraent of i>ndia letter 
dated diet January 1941. 

b 
confidential. 

No,174/1/41-Police. Government of India. Home Department. 
From 

To 
C.L. Bryson, Esquire, I.C.S.. Under Secretary to the Government of India. 
The Secretary to the Government of Madras/Bombay/Bengal, m ^ ̂  Home Department, ihe Chief oecretary to the Government of the United Provinces/Bihar/the Central Provinces & Berar/ Assam/the North-West Frontier Province/Orissa/Sind. The Home Secretary to the Government of the Punjab. The Chief Commissioner of Delhi/Ajmer—Merwara/Coorg. 

New Delhi, the 10th January 1941* Method of estab.i.isning the identity of aircraft crev/s to + Tn rn 1 o *1 ̂  -2 

Sir 
the guards /placed on dromes *o0o^ i B 

o^r? c i ed t ? for ' ward a copy of Memorandum Ko.50213/1/;, 1 . 0 . 2 , dated the 24th December 1940 from Army Headquarters, India, to the various commands, on the subject noted above, together with a copy U, 3 enclosures, and to request that the instructions contained in the Memorandum nay be brought to the notice of all the police authorities concerned. Requests for further copies of the identity card should be made to Army Headquarters direct* 
I have the honour to be, Sir, Your most obedient servant, 

Sd/- C.L.Bryson, 
Under Secretary to the Government of India, o#********o 

SHCRBT. 
ITo.50213/17m7o72, ARMf HEADQUARTERS, India. General S taff Branch. 

To 1 ' rew Delhi, the 24th December, 1940. 
Headquarters, Northern Command Eastern Command Southern Command Western (Independent) District. 

Method of establishing identity of aircraft crews to aerodr ome guards. *dbo* — ' ~~ 
D i flic ? lt 'y, has exparianced by the crews of Air Force Aircraft which have had occasion to land at outstatio^ land"*ns: f U re 5 u eU ing or . ot h s - r ' purposes, as it has been impossible for them to establish their identity with the Army or Police guards provided for the protection of the landing ground. , 0-^9-sr to overcome this difxiculty all Air Force Dersonnpl have been instructed to carry with them official identitv 

nn n ̂ m2^ S + th ?-P h S to S ra g h °Ohe bearer. These will beYrSdScId b-Q^and to tne CommanQer o j. the Aerodrome P’uard and ar*p to Lp accept ea as sufficient proof of the bona fides^f 9 the bearer b 
ahi of °fficial identity cards are not avail- abl^ but eyelostyled copies are enclosed for distribution to all concerned. Further copies are available, if required. 

^}b-/“* j. Ross Col. for CHIEF OF THE GENERAL STAFF 
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A-<? 
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11 w I 

SPBCIilKN IDjSWTIIY g. SS FOR THE AIR FCRCiiS IN IMDIa . 
AIR FORCB (I) FORM 557-A. 
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Confidential 

No. C/236-28/1-1. 

The Political Agent, Bahrain, presents his compliments to:— 

1. Adviser to the Bahrain Government, 
Bahrain. 

2. Defence Officer, Persian Gulf, 
Bahrain. 

and has the honour to send him a copy of the undermentioned document (s) 

The Agency, 
BAHRAIN, Persian Gulf Dated th e 12th March 1941. 

Reference to previous correspondence: 

Description of Enclosure. 

Name and Date. 

1, Government of India, Horae 
Department, letter No•174/1/ Pr 
41 Police, dated 10th January 1941. 

2. Army Headquarters, India, General Staff Branch letter 
No.50213/1/MO.2, dated the 
24th December 194S) and 
enclosure. 

Subject. 

Method of establishing 
identy of aircraft crews 

to aerodrome guards. 
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CONFIDENTIAL . 
No. 

The Hon’ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf presents his 
compliments to 

1. "ajor R.O.N. srban, O.B.E., ̂  Political \gent, Bahrain. 
2. Major \. 0 . Tallo,/ay, O.B.B., political Vgent., Kuwait. 
3. vr ajor T. Eickinhothan, O.3.E., Political \gent, Muscat. 

and has the honour to transmit to him a copy of the undermentioned 
document (8). with special reference to 2. 

ffrftislT Corisulate-Geniral^ BUSH IRE. Dated 24tn 1?;U . 

Reference to previous correspondence: 

Description of Enclosure. 

Name and Date. Subject. 

Residency letter ̂ o.3/161 
dated 24th March 1941. 

; 4- M_. 

a- 

Defence against parachutists Obstruction of aerodromes 
and landing grounds. 

L 

*0 ■A 
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Secret Office of the „ olitioal .ieaident 
in the eraian Gulf, Ca-up <U4mit* 

p.4th Urch 1941# 

^ufc.1ect: !)efence against Parachutists • 
Obstruction of aerodromes and 
l^ndin^ grounds. 

demi-official letter ^o.D#452G-¥/40 f dated the 

2# 'fter consultation betarfeen the aolltioal 

and defence authorities it la agreed that it is 

sufficient for the present to dra* up plans for 

use in an emergency (#nioh is being done;, and 

that no action should be ta&an #hich ^ould cause 

P^nio among the local inhabitants, or suggest in 

any way that such attack is likely. 

H* ©.Lghtman, .'iSQ.*» d. r#iC., «C. ., 
deputy Secretary to the Government of TMia 

in the External affairs ep^rtment, lew delhi# 

30th July 1940, on the subject mentioned above ? 

3 . / 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 
No. 217-S of 1942. -V<V \ V ̂  

\%y^ The Hon’ble the Poliucal Piesident in the Persian Gulf presents his 
compliments to 

The Political Agent, Kuwait. > 
The Political Agent, Bahrain.^ 
The Political Agent, Muscat. 

and has the honour to transmit to him a copy of the undermentioned 
document^). 

British Consulate-General, BUSHIRE. Dated 1.3th.P.e.hfUftXy. .194,2. 

Reference to previous correspondence: 

Description of Enclosure. 

Name and Date. Subject. 

Bnclosure to Government of 
India memorandum Ho.D.10832- 
W/4l dated the 7th January 
1942. 

Precautions against "Pifth Column* • 
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. 1 | 
£*yy of * lottor no* > .xiia/.j h/j*/,*. ̂ ^b)., d^tod 

Sow j*Xhl % th# i^Ui M*Q*abw VMX f from the acer ̂ oorotaiy 
to tho Oovommoat of India f Hoi^ioo i)Oft#arUi^nt 9 (a ray br-ficbj t to XI i rovinoial 3ov*> rm+nt* 9 

1 *m dirootod to forward « copy Of a noto jproj^irod in 
ionoroi Utoff Brufiak» Oonoral Howd^aorto; *> Ion Alvoo dot«dlo 
of oortoin ouooooaoo ooorod dy tUo **fiftd ioiaaaf' in tbo rooont 
Air i>ofonoo oxoralooo mica too a pl^»c# in KortAom Co^Jid# 
UurinA tho oouroo of thooo 9 xoroiooo 9 in oco^or^tion with tho 
i z*ovinoiaX viovomiftonto ooncomod f ooouriV #>rwo^u%Xona woro 
tootod fro* oil Aovoet«| ona tor this ̂ urpooo o tonporaiy M iifth eoIuiAa* MktiXmxy ymxMsuuudL* fhAAa aax^jcjjuUmi *oo fonaod 
fi'Om oilit«a> ymruvimoX* loom* OMprioing tho H fifth eoXuav* 
cook no odv^mto^o ox thoir ro Jl offioioX sooitioaio 9 and in e*«oo 
«doro thoy woro uniform 9 th« unifom woo 4 uf^iA^ood by tuom oo 
^. ivoto in<lividuoXd fro^ XoooX koharl hooooro« 
o+ I a* to ou^^geot that UUa nolo oorvo %* 
iriuication of ̂ oooibXo woa»knoo£o « 9 ond oo o ou rtln^ point from 
m ioxi i rovineXrii Oovoxtiaento sioy ooro to 00^0.010 thoir o .n 
o#Ov rlty mrrmti<m&nt* in or dor to oi«s»u**o that «ueh aotivitioo or# 

^uotoXy Ar 9 ainou In viow of tho o* , ro/^n of ootivo 
aeration* to U&o fronti^ro of Indio ̂ na tho don^or of oabvoroivo 
t^oaonio oorxyin^ on notivitioo of tnio kind 9 it u*m ooooao 
inoroooXngly i^ortont thot oil plaooo wnoro r o r oro boorin^ on th# niiltosgr ait^tion ho founa ohoald b# odo uotoly oocarod 9 ox. ooll 00 oil oh^nnolo of eoaxstanloation thmt^i mhloh 0; rro<**ond«no« poooos which r^v ho of vol*n to tho onody« 

iora# ooooo in whiah Civil Dop*rt.i*nt« woro offootoa 
b^ tho ootivitloo of tho '•fifth 'JoldTn H dinrin tho roawfit Korth- 
om Co-.'^ond '•fifth Column'* ^ooroioo* 

On tho ihth io^toiihoi' h^ii f o M * if th dniontn ^01 {niioV* >ooing 00 o ̂ uh-In»y#otor of tho a itlonol jroliao 9 ^ainoa on try to tho off loo of tho bonior buroxintondont of ^clioo in o eortain biot-xct .md romovod o mo* of o portion 01 tho hintrintw Sunk ̂epo oro y of aouroot F#o«u«t# 
s# A f ravins ioi ^oorotoriot hoo boon roooivlna tho ottontlonii of tho '•fifth CoXurn** An ‘*A,#nv x rooontly arrived in tho capital ̂ ith tho intontian of ontorix tn# ̂ oorot^riot in t£i« ̂uioo of on oleotnolan and r«aovin^ at>o and # oporo« Mo first wont to tho office of tho Alootrio^l ^ inoor Ailoh woo 
^.^ty oxooyt for o poon* In royly to ̂ uootlaiio, tho yo n ooaurod tho a> AgonV > thot oleotriolano did not woor A^y uniform* fho ( ' 7 iiU> ColumnioV* thA> wont to tho iobori Mm&wr whor* ho 
jproviood himoolf wlto o tool bo^ and o fow to do# 

fho t *oa«nt' f tiion wotohod oao «x^tr«nco to tho .oerotorlat from o diotonoo Aid notiood uxot ̂ .yons who wont in 
boldly and urihooitotingly woo not otopped* 

On tho l&th SoptAoSor 1M1 9 ho wolkod post tho 
<§#fttry without hoing otopyoa 9 wont to the Hooa dork of ano orhaont and **id toot ho had cooio to *Uu*t tho fano and li. hto, ho oaid h« did not want tc dloturb tho offiuazw at tuoir work and cl*t<. inod poml^sion to do hi wo k oftor ofric# hours* In oomo o^oeo ho wao oocom^anif d by o oha^nraooi and in othoro ho violtod offlooo oiono 9 oollocwing 0 variod cui^ortmant of A&beoood 
ctotionoxy and mapo« Ho woo unable to ̂ ot into on# branch of tho offlco of tho Inopoctor aonorai of 1 oliao #4 o «olioa Cfflaor d<fe iftndod his outiiority* The ‘•agent 14 oo^ux*#*! that no would rotum tho following day *ith iho nocoowory lottor, but of course, 

did/— 
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‘File 28/1 I Defence against parachutists, obstruction of aerodromes and landing
grounds, etc’ [19r] (37/40)

did not appear again* From another brai;cu of the 
Inspector General's office, however, he tx removed a map of N.W*i3y* Police stations* 
3* By the efforts of some new adherents, the M Fifth 
Column** has come into possession of a mass of secret 
information* 

On tiie 23rd September 1941, the sealed mail bag, containing registered and ordinary oail for Headquarters Northern OMBWid was brought into a Military Sub-Post Office by a lost Office peon, who had collected it from the City Post Office. 
.men the bag of mail was opened the Post Master was surprised to find that it only contained old newspapers* 
Mc»gr 
Telephonic conversations Detween trie two k ost Masters were then held* 
For three weeks the M fifth dolumn*' had watched the mail bags carried between the two Pouu Offices* On this particular occasion, the peon had stopped for a rnoment outside a drapery shop where an auction was being held* The bag was heavy and he put it on the .. round for a moment, fne opportunityTseiaed. another bag was put down beside uiie peon and the real bag removed* after a moment updkx or two the peon picked up his Dag anu proceeded unsus^ ecting on his way. In order to avoid complications the rt Fifth Column** did not open the Dag. If they had done so they would have obtained possession of the following postal matter, addressed to Headquarters Northern Command *- 

41 Begistered parcels* 66 Registered letters. 2 Insured letters. On tii# 30th 3eptember, a **Fifth Columnist*', travelling under the asaamed name of G.N* Morrow, arrived in the capital of a certain Province with the ob^ ecW of gaining access to secret plane in the secretariat. The “Fifth Column" had unfortunately forgotten the Dusehra holidays so "Mr. Morrow", on his arrival at the Secretariat was unaole to meet any officials. However, during his briei stay there, he was left alone in an office from which he could have abstracted the uail lying on the table ana any number of files. 
Fifth Columnists raided tne office of the Secretariat in the same Province at 0900 hours on October 9th, 1941* The oXiices were all open ana quite empty* The chowkidar was sent to produce the keys and, in the meantime* microphones were removed from all telephones. On the chowkidar's return, a pretence was made of receiving a phone call to ills effect that tne offices were to be locked up and that, on no account, were they to be opened till 1000 hours. The microphones were handed to a Police Sezveant for return. 
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