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About this record

The file contains correspondence relating to the abduction and enslavement of a young man from Muscat, who was
found working at Petroleum Concessions Limited’s (PCL) oilfields in Qatar, and attempts by the Political Agent
and others, including Saleh Al Mana [Ṣāliḥ Āl Māni‘], a representative of the Sheik [Shaikh] of Qatar, to
retrieve him from captivity. Principal correspondents in the file include: the Political Agent at Bahrain
(Cornelius Pelly), Basil Henry le Riolet Lermitte, Manager for PCL, and Saleh Al Mana. The file includes a
copy of a statement, dated 13 December 1948, made by the freed man at the Political Agency in Bahrain, which
describes his abduction and captivity.

Note: The Emir of Zakrit [Zekreet, also spelled Zekrit and Zikrit in this file] is accused of detaining the
enslaved man (folios 3 and 5); however, in a letter to Pelly from a representative of Petroleum Concessions
Ltd, Bahrain, it is indicated that this may have been a case of mistaken identity ('mistaken Emirs') and it
was perhaps the Emir of Dukhan who held the enslaved man (see f 12).
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POLITICAL AGENCY, 
BAHRAIN, 

D.O.No. C/L-155. Dated 28th September, 1948. 

\ Dear Luidens, 
KlJ 

I enclose herewith a letter to the 

Amir of Zakrit as promised by me in our conversation 
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No. 28th September, 1948. 
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The Amir of Zakrit. 

After compliments: 

The bearer of this letter, 

Khamis bin Ahmad, has stated that 

he can point out to you one Naim 

bin Wadiya, a subject of the Sultan 

of Muscat, who is being, held in 

captivity in your jurisdiction. 

On his doing so you are requested 

to have this man released and sent 

forthwith to me in Bahrain. In 

this you should not fail. 

Usual ending. 

H.B.M’s Political Agent, Bahrain. 
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No. C/S-57. 28th September, 1948, 

To 

His Excellency Shaikh Abdullah 

bin Qasim Al-Thani, C.I.E,, 

Ruler of Qatar. 

After compliments: 
I enclose a copy of a letter 

which I have written to Your Excellency* 

Amir at Zakrit. I trust that you 

will take all measures necessary to 

achieve the purpose of the letter. 

The reason why it has been sent 

direct by me to the Amir is in order 

to save time. I trust Your Excellency 

is in good health. 

Usual ending. 

H.B.M* s Political Agent, Bahrain. 
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No.C/S-59. ICtb October, 1948. 

To 

The Amir of Zakrit. 

After compliments: 

I sent Khamis bin Ahmad to 

you with my letter No^.C/S-56, dated 

the 28th Septemter, 1948. I am 

now sending to you with this letter 

the father of Naim bin vYadiyah. I am 

informed that Naim bin Yadiyah is 

still detained in captivity. It 

would be well 0 Amir to have this 

man released forthwith and to allow 

him to return with his father to 

Bahrain. 

2. I await your reoly to this 

letter and to the first letter that 

I sent you by Khamis bin Ahmed. 

Usual ending. 

for II.B.M’s ^olit^eiu Agent, 
Bahrain. 
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To 

His Excel ency Shaikh Abdullah 

bin Qasim Al-Thani, C.I.E., 
• f Euler of Qatur. 

After compliments: 

Your Excel' 1 r:ncy may please 

ref'-r to my ]ett«'-r T'o.C/S-57, dated 

the 28th Septenler, 1948. 

9. I have received no reply 

to the letter I w ro' e to Your 

Excel 1 ency 1 f A^ir at 7,©V:rit, 

3, I now beer th^t Naim bin 

Afadiyah has been removed to another 

part of T akr11. It Is necessary 

that he shoul3 be found and released 

without delay. I an therefore 

sending Wad5yah bin Salman, the 

father Nairn bin Wadi yah, with 

another letter *o the Amir of Zakrit 

I enclose a copy of this letter. 

4. Your Excellency, it is for 

you to act and to direct your Amir 

to restore Naim bin Wadiyah to his 

father and to send then both to me 

in Bahrain. 

Usual ending. 

for H.F.M’s Political Agent, 
Bahrain. 
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Translation of letter dated the 5th i^hil Hajjah, 1367 
(8.10.48) from H>E. the huler of Q^tar to the Political 

Agent, Bahrain. 

After Compliments, 

Reference Your Excellency f s esteemed letter No.C/S 
57, dated the 28th September, 1948. 

I am much surprised at Your Excellency’s contacting 
the Amir of ?>ikrit direct, as on matters of such nature and 
others you ought to write to me; for none of the officials 
of my Government can execute any work without an order 
issued to him by me first. Your Excellency’s corresponding 
with any of them is, therefore, both undesirable and not 
permissble. 

On arrival of Your Excellency’s letter to me, I 
started immediately to take the necessary steps. I sent 
some men to the territory of 7 ikrit to enquire on my behalf 
into Your Excellency’s report. They saw Khamis referred to. in Your Excellency’s letter to the Amir of Zikrit and explained 
to him that they had come to search for the man Your 
Excellency made a mention of. Then they asked Kh;3mis to 
point Na’im bin Wadiyah to them if his allegation was true. 
He was perplexed and pretended ignorance and inability to 
do that. Consequently they carried out independent enquiries 
throughout the territory of Zikrit and Dakhan but could not 
light upon any thing that Khamis reported to Your Excellency. 

From the enquiries it appeared, therefore, that 
Khamis’s Statement was untrue and was too unfounded to be 
relied on; for Khamis had, on interrogation, stated before 
the Officials of the Company that he had not seen Na’im bin 
Wadiyah in the territory of Zikrit, that he knew nothing about 
him, that he was unable to point to him and that he had based 
his statement to Your Excellency on presumption and 
hallucination. 

We therefore asked Mr. Lingham to report the results 
of our en n uiries together with Khamis’s admission of his 
ignorance and lack of knowTed^re about the person lour 
Excellency mentioned. 

We request Your Excellency not to listen to the 
statements of such persons as Khamis who distort facts and 
creat troubles for Your Excellency and for us.for the sake 
of illusions; nor to entertain any statement incapable of 
of proving when required. 

Usual Ending. 

ConlUeti^ 
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Translation of letter dated the 12th Dhil Hajjah, 1367 
(15.10.48) from H.E. the Ruler of Qatar to the Political 

Agent, Bahrain. 1 
£• *f 

After Compliments, 

Reference Your Excellency’s letter No.C/S-61, dated 
the 10th October, 1948. 

A reply to Your Excellency’s letter under reference 
was sent to Your Excellency on the 5th Dhil Hajjah, 1367 
(i.e. 8.10.48), containing all details pertaining to Na’im 
bin Wadiyah and I hope that it reached Your Excellency and that 
you have noted its contents. I pointed out to Your excellency 
that Your Excellency’s writing to others than myself on any 
subject is not appropriate. My request is that you may please 
write to me only about any matter you wish to. In my previous 
letter I informed Your Excellency of the enquiries made by 
us in the territory of Zikrit and of our inability to trace 
Na’im. 

From my previous letter it will be clear to Your 
Excellency what actpon was taken by us in that respect 
i n respect of an imagination that existed and developed in 
the head of Khamis bin Hamad. 

Usual Ending. 

,7 /"A 

Confihntial. 
Bahrain receipt, 

T>.t» »»•*»«*» 

y.,' 
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POLITICAL AGENCY, 
BAHRAIN, 

S . 0. No.C/Ij-189. Dated 2?n6 Novewter, 1948. 

Dear Luldens, 

A? you may protably know by now, 

I have brought back WadJyab bln Salman with 

me from Qatar - I am sorry to say - without 

his son. The State people there assured me 

that th^y had done everything possible to find 

the latter and that they are convinced that 

he is not in Qatar territory. After bearing 

both sides, it is, as you will perhaps agree, 

difficult to arrive at even an approximation 

to the trutn in this case. I am however pursuing 
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■ 

S.O.No.C/L-191. political agency, 
BAHRAIN, 

Dated 25th November, 1948. 

Dear Lermitte, 

You may have heard of an alleged enslavement 

case in Qatar which came to my notice when I heard 

a report that one Khamis bin Ahmad in the employment 

of your Company had stated that he had seen Naim tin 

Wadiyah, an Omani, in captivity, in the service#' of 

Jassim bin Faisal, the ’Amir 1 of Zekrit. Saleh al 

Mani’, to whom I referred the matter, said that he 

had investigated it in the company of your Liaison 

Officer and that Khamis bin Ahmed had then denied his 

previous allegation and said that he had not seen 

Naim bin Wadiyah and that he had only heard that he 

was in the service of the 'Amir'. Can you confirm 

this and have you any other information about the case? 

It is a rather pitiful one as the man’s father Wadiyah 

bin Salman is still here and convinced that his son 

is still in Qatar. 

Yours sincerely, 

B.H. Lermitte, Esquire, MBE, 
Manager, Petroleum Concessions Ltd., 

BAHR/IN. 
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• • • 

Confidential 

D0/QCM.18/SS5E 

PETROLEUM 

BAHRAIN 

GULF. 

Please refer to your letter No. S.O.No.C/L-191 dated the 
25th November 1948. 

As far as I gather from the information received from our 
Liaison Officer the story is as under 

Naim bin Wadiyah, a Muscati boy of about 14 years of age, was 
trying to obtain employment with the Company. A Qatari, named 
Mohd bin Murad, caught the boy and held him in captivity, later 
selling him as a slave. Qassim bin Ahmed, also a Muscati, employed by 
the Company as fire engine driver, heard that the boy was held by 
Emir Qassim bin Faisal at Dukhan and wrote to the boy's uncle, Omar 
bin Hassan, a P.C.L. employee. This letter was supposed to have 
been signed by about 20 Muscati employees. 

We understand Saleh al Mana arrived in Dukhan Camp on the 2nd 
October, apparently after your letter was delivered to Emir Hassan 
of Zekrit by Khamis bin Ahmed. (There seems to be a slight hint 
of mistaken Emirs, the Emir of Dukhan and the Emir of Zekrit.) 

Saleh, we believe, tried to make it known that the boy named 
Naim bin Wadiyah was not in Zekrit nor did they know of the whereabouts 
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Tj) 
- 2 - 

DO/QCM.18/6655 (contd.) 

This is all I know so far on the subject. I am, however, 
writing to Qatar to find out if anything further has transpired 
and will let you know in due course. 

Yours sincerely. 

C.J.Pelly, Esq., O.E.E., I.C.S., 
The Agency, 
Bahrain. 

He- 

I:. 1 . 
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£ /2 
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Telegram: 

From: 

To: 

No: 

Dated: 

IR- 

En Clair 

Saleh Almana, Dukhan 

P.A., Bahrain 

Nil 

7th December, 1948 and received 8th 
December, 1948 

I got Nahiem here. Will be sent afterward 

-SALEH ALMANA- 

KYM. 

/.A* ee 
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Translation of letter dated the 8th De-ember, 1948, from 
Salih Al-Mani', to the Political Agent, Bahrain. 

After Compliments, 

t^0f , <3P0n(»e conversation between me and Your Excellency 
regarding Na*im bin Wadi*. 

In pursuance of Your Excellency^ desire, I made 
great efforts in the way of investigations and enquiries, 
until I rame to know that Na*im was in possession of a beduin 
f-r^om the desert and not Qatar 1 s subject. had ta^cn him 
out o** the boundary of Qatar. I, however, deputed a man 
who after convincing the bedouin and winning him over -y 
some gratification, brought the man to me. I incurred Ks.800/- 
on his account - partly paid to the beduin and partly to the 
man who brought him. This amount I contributed as chanty - 

by way of service to humanity and out of desire to implement 
Your Excellency’s desire. 

I am sending herewith Na?m by the hand of Nakhuda 
Ahmad bin Badir whom I charged to i _tak| A him to the Agency and 
hand him to Your Excellency. I shall^most gra-CiUl i -our 
Excellency would condescend to inform me, of the a--ival o. 
Na 'im- I had cable* to Your Excellency informing you that I 
could discover Na’im. m 

t 

Usual Ending. 

Note:- I have paid to the Nakhuda Na'im the sum of Rs.20/- 

c Mm Hm 1 s nassage with food from Qatar to o. 
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iHumi 

iStatement of Na’im bin V/adi 1 , aged about 22 years. Recorded at the Political Agency, Bahrain, on the 13th December, 1948. 

I am originally from Muscat where I was born of nonslave 
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No.C/S-12. Dated 25th January, 1949. 

To 

Saleh al Mani* 
Secretary to H.E. the Shaikh of Qatsr. 

After compliments: 

I thank you for your letter dated the 

8th December, 1948, and am most grateful for 

your efforts resulting in the recovery of Naim 

bin Wadiya. I also appreciate the fact that 

you incurred an expenditure of Rs.800/- in 

recovering the toy, and thet you choose to look 

upon it as a contribution to the service of 

humanity and by way of help to His Majesty's 

Government. 
Usual ending. 

H.B.M's Political Agent, Bahrain. 
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A ' 

I Section. 

NOTES. 

Pite No- 

Serial No. 

19 Nos. 

Subject. 

y> AtS 6~, 

Notes and Orders. 

(0 
2) 0 /Vo. c /4 - 

& 

XSL/ r?<f. ? 

/ cPc? 9. r> / 
\. 1 .. . _ 

/r. ?? 

Mr. Luidens sa& me to-day about Naira Bin Vvadaiyah. 
I understand P.A. wrote to Amir of Zikret about him and the 
letter went with one Kharais bin Ahmed a Muscat! working in 
^atar• 

Now Naimls father has come from Muscat and want* to 
go to ̂atar to claim his son. He may do this and a visa 
should be put on his passport placed below. 

It appears that our first letter brought no result 
and Naim is still a captive. The Muscat!’Khamis who delivered 
the letter was I understand intimidated (though this is only 
hearsay). 

I am in favour of issuing a second letter which the 
father Wadaiyali can take with him. 

May I see previous papers. 
ltd. J.E.K.H. 

9/10/48 
Snoken- 

S. 1 . 
M bP—1701 S<fcP—(M-23:i3)—22-5-40—800,000. 

ltd. d.A.ri.o. 
9/10/48 

7N. J C lt- b 

tirflv 
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Letter to Saleh A1 Mani' should issue. /y 
Rs.820/- should be forwarded to him from the 

'Mission Fund'. 

ltd 
20 
d. C.'J.P. I 
-12-48. (JU^ 

A Uv^v^jt U^L_ 
io Lnt^^ ecu. ^ <(-tl—^ -Jj^l^ 

[A 
^ ■ 

: 3^Z_ 
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7.'(l3- 

Please put up papers sanctioning the allotment 
for the "Mission Fund", also the rules about it. I have 
asked the Accountant separately for a statement of expenditure 
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