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المكتبة البريطانية: أوراق خاصة وسجلات من مكتب الهند المؤسسة المالكة

IOR/L/MIL/17/16/29 المرجع

١٩٣٦ (ميلادي) التاريخ/ التواريخ

الإنجليزية في اللاتينية لغة الكتابة

ملف واحد (١٢ ورقة) الحجم والشكل

رخصة حكومة مفتوحة حق النشر

حول هذا السجلّّ

كتيّب يحمل العنوان الثانوي "استنادًا إلى رحلة إلى هذه الجزيرة قام بها العقيد ج. [جورج]
كراستر، رفيق وسام الطهر، والحائز على وسام الخدمة المتميزة في الجيش الهندي سابقًا (

متقاعد)، بهدف تقييم ملاءمتها لاستيطان ضباط الجيش الهندي المتأثرين ببرنامج الحظر الحربي".
طبع التقرير مدير مطبعة الحكومة في الهند بنيودلهي، ١٩٣٦. بعد مقدمة بقلم اللواء نيل تشارلز

باناتاين، السكرتير العسكري، بتاريخ سبتمبر ١٩٣٦، يتكون الملف من عدد من الأقسام والملاحق كما
يلي:

• ملاحظات عامة

• الشؤون الاجتماعية
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• المناخ والصحة

• الشؤون التعليمية

• الشؤون الترفيهية

• الاتصالات والسفر

• تكلفة المعيشة

• فرص زيادة الدخل (الفرص العامة، زراعة الحمضيات، مناطق زراعة الحمضيات وتكلفة الأراضي، شركة
المزارع القبرصية الفلسطينية، المشاريع الممكنة الأخرى لتحقيق هدفَيّ العمل والربح)

• الاستنتاج

• الملحق أ: التكلفة المقدرة لشراء وتجهيز وزراعة بستان حمضيات بمساحة ٢٠ دنمًا

• الملحق ب: شركة المزارع القبرصية الفلسطينية، تقدير الأرباح

• الملحق ج: الضرائب

• الملحق د: العملة والبنوك

• الملحق هـ: اقتراح بخصوص تأسيس شركة في قبرص

يحتوي الملف على خريطة لقبرص في نهايته (ص. ١٣).

صفحة الغلاف
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FOREWORD. 

It is considered that those officers who contemplate 
residing in Cyprus after retirement will find a great deal 
to interest them in the following tour report. 

Colonel G. Craster, C.B.E., D.S.O., Indian Army 
(Retired), willingly consented to write this Report during 
his stay on the Island and the Cyprus Government have 
kindly defrayed all expenses incurred therewith. It is 
thought that the publication of his tour report may result 
in mutual benefit both to a British Colony and to those 
officers who, as a result of the information contained in 
the following pages, decide to give the Island a trial visit. 

Although this report is published by Army Headquarters, 
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Ill 

African “orange groves” discovered, estimates based on 
the production and sale of fruit at remunerative prices 
years hence may easily prove to be illusory. In the past, 
at any rate, such purchase—and—planting propositions 
have never turned out satisfactorily 

” 
(By kind 

'permission of the Editor, “Truth"). 
N. C. BANNATYNE, Major General, 

Military Secretary. 

Simt a ; 

September 1936. 
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REPORT ON CYPRUS TO ASSESS ITS SUITABILITY FOR 
SETTLEMENT BY OFFICERS OF THE INDIAN ARMY 
AFFECTED BY THE WAR BLOCK SCHEME. 

This report was undertaken at the request of the Information 
Bureau (for officers affected by the War Block Scheme) of the 

Military Secretary’s Branch, Army Headquarters, India; to whom 
I had offered my services as I intended to visit Cyprus on my way 
home from India. 

The Cyprus Government was addressed by Army Headquarters 
and agreed to give me facilities for making the report. It is regretted 
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officials. The result is that living in Cyprus is more like being 
one of an English community in a foreign European country than 

in an English Colony, whether an all British Colony like New 

Zealand or one with coloured population and labour. The use o 

English in Cyprus has noticeably increased of late years, and as 

it is now being systematically taught in schools its use mil 

increase. A knowledge of the local dialect of Greek is, however, 
p. very important factor in daily life. 

Generally speaking the English settled community would be 

congenial to the class for whom this report is written. 

Labour and domestic service are cheap. Servants can become 

very good with training but unless one engages the more costly 
English-trained ones considerable patience is needed. M ages are 
dealt with in a later paragraph. 

Thprp is an Armenian community which tends steadily to in 
crease. 

The English communities are concentrated. The greatest 
number is in Nicosia, where there is a considerable official community, 
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1934 were F. 106°, 111°, 106° and 96°. June, though hot, is said 
to be less trying than September, when it is damp. At Famagusta 
I was told that children remain there all the summer without ill- 
effect as the sea air and bathing keep them fit. 

Paphos and the west coast are said to be the coolest part in 
summer as also milder in winter. 

The minimum temperature at Nicosia in 1934 was F. 31 in 
January and February. 

Malaria used to be prevalent in the Island but anti-malarial 
measures have reduced this danger so that with ordinary precautions 
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# 

English. English children have been sent to it with good results. 
But once the preparatory stage is passed it would be necessary 

to send children to England or elsewhere. 
For those who wish to have their children educated in England 

while not living there themselves Cyprus is advantageous because 
of its proximity. The P and 0.’ run school steamers in the 
summer holidays, the return fare being about £15. But this is 
the hottest time of year in Cyprus, so that if it meant sending 
mother and child to the hills with additional hotel expenses, the 
cost, together with other incidental expenses, would be not less 
than £10. 

Those who do not wish their children to become Colonial^ 
must inevitably face certain expenses, and for them, Cyprus has 
much to recommend it, 

5. Recreational. —There is an 18 hole golf course at Nicosia 
with a £2-2-0 entrance and £2-2-0 annual subscription. There are 
three other indifferent 9 hole courses at Famagusta, Kyrenia and 
Limassol. 

Tennis can be played on hard courts at the English clubs and 
at the hill resorts. 

Shooting is free except for a 15/- licence. The import duty 
on a gun is £5 and a gun licence £1. Cartridges are expensive 
about 25/- a hundred. Luck and snipe are to be had in certain 
districts, chiefly Limassol. Apart from them the principal game 
is the red legged partridge, the same in appearance and habit as the. 
Himalayan “chikor”, also woodcock. 

If shooting alone a good dog is essential. 
(There is a six months quarantine for dogs, which may be 

extended to nine months if the animal comes from a bad rabies 
country.) 

I believe Limassol is considered the best shooting district, 
but partridges and hares are found all over the Island. 

There is no river fishing and sea fishing is poor. Polo is no 
longer played in Cyprus nor are there any hounds, though both 
these sports were carried on in the past. 

Fairly good ponies and light horses are bred. There used to 
be a considerable e^ort to Egypt, which has ceased entirely. 
Cyprus bred ponies would not live with the class of horse now used 
in first class polo. For anyone fond of riding however there is no 
difficulty in finding a well-bred horse or pony, the produce of one 
or other of the Government T. B. stallions which are available 
to breeders. From what I have seen of the country in the course 
of a three -weeks tour there is little ground of the sort that invite? 
riding for riding’s sake. A pack of hounds or a bobbery pack 
would make all the difference. There are plenty of foxes I believe. 

١٢ المرجع: IOR/L/MIL/17/16/29 حق النشر: رخصة حكومة مفتوحة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100038044462.0x00000d :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100038044462.0x00000d?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


"تقرير عن قبرص." [٧و] (٢٨/١٣)

There is a certain amount of racing and gymkhana meetings 
are held at Nicosia and Larnaca. 

The sea bathing from March onwards is a great feature of 
English life in Cyprus. 

Sailing and boating could be indulged in by any who cared 
but there is no club, nor are sailing boats other than the local 
fishing boat available for hire or purchase. 

6. Communications and Travelling— There are good tarred 
roads between all the principal towns and up to the hill resorts, 
so that with a car one can travel from end to end of the Island 
quickly and easily. Apart from these there are metalled roads 
of varying quality leading to the bigger villages. 

Hotels in Cyprus have improved very much in recent years, and 
at all the large towns and in one or two villages, especially hill 
villages, there are hotels which though not luxurious, are moderately 
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A public telephone has just been established and is in 

operation this year. 
7. Cost of Living. —The estimate given in the Information 

Bureau’s “Summary”, Appendix B, £300 a year lor a family ol 
four is on the low side, especially at first; but there is no doubt 
that a man with enough land for a garden, poultry and perhaps 
a cow could be almost self-supporting, and after a year or so he 
could live on less. If he could extend his garden to produce a 

surplus he could make it profitable. 
In Nicosia, the capital, living is somewhat more costly and 

rents higher. 
Quite good clothes, boots, etc., can be had very cheaply; a 

useful suit of English tweed for £8 to £4 and serviceable boots 
for 15/- to 25/-. 

Furniture is cheap; there are good carpenters and artificers. 
The cost of furnishing a small house excluding cutlery, crockery 
or luxury is placed at £100 to £200 ; I should think the latter is 
an outside figure for more necessities with reasonable comfort. 

The scale of wages 
Cook (man) 
House boy 
Gardener . 
Garden labour from 
Casual labour . 

approximately :— 
£2 to £4 a month. 

25/to £3 
£2 to £4 
£ 1-10 
1 /6 to 2 6 a day. 

A small house is usually run by a cook and a house boy. 
Female servants get rather less. 
Bents of unfurnished houses are from £36 to £84 per annum. 
A house for two adults and a children’s or spare room can be 

built for £300, but it would be wise to reckon the minimum cost 
with garage, water supply and sanitation, electric light and outhouses 
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there is no doubt that opportunities suitable for a man of 88 to 40 

with no definite qualifications are there for the making. Perhaps not 

so obvious as in a very new country like Southern Bhodesia. The 

motor trade and transport industry for instance is overcrowde 
with Cypriot concerns who, in their endeavours to underbid each 

other run their affairs with little if any profit. 
But Cyprus, although it has been 58 years under British .administration, 
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own selling agency in Covent Garden and perhaps other markets 

they would benefit greatly. 
Shipping from Cyprus is uncertain, hut a. Cyprus Shippers 

Association” has just been formed which will doubtless effect 

improvement. 
(iii) Citrus Districts and cost of land .—Hie districts in which 

citrus fruits for export are chiefly grown are Famagusta and 

Morphou. There are no English growers in Morphou. Famagusta 
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# 

0 

Hoads connect every unit to a main road. One well is provided for 
15 units. One or more of these units can be purchased for £550, 
payable 25 per cent, down and the remainder by instalments over 
5 years. The price of one unit of 10,000 square metres (which 
may be a little more or less to fit the lie of the land) is £55 a donum, 
or £550 a unit. Each owner of a unit becomes the owner of a 
fifteenth share of a well, machinery, and common installation. 

The company takes complete charge of the work and undertakes 
to hand over the land to the purchaser after 5 years in excellent 
•condition and fruit bearing. Should a purchaser wish to take over 
the work in his own grove before 5 years he can do so by arrangement 
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Appendix E describing a proposed enterprise of this nature. Inquiries 
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In all branches of farming and gardening the advice and 
assistance of the Government experts is always available. There 
is a large stock farm at Athalassa, four miles from Nicosia. 

9. Conclusion. —It must be impressed on readers of this report 
that my impressions were obtained from a very short stay in 
Cyprus, and (apart from statistics) I must perforce rely on 
“hearsay”. But I have visited every district and met a number 
of persons well qualified to speak—both Government officials, 
English inhabitants, and Cypriots. 

To summarise, I feel that Cyprus has much to recommend it 
as a place of residence ; for elderly folk it is a perfect winter resort. 
For a young man who wants to live his life it is much too limited 
both in actual area and in fields of occupation. There is very 
little in the way of field sports, and the keen games expert would 
long for wider courses and more competition. 

For the “War-Block” officer it may appeal to many who are 
still at a loose end, or who are not satisfied where they are. They 
are past their first youth. They will find in Cyprus a healthy 
climate in which children thrive. It is within a week’s journey 
(overland) of England. It can, with comparatively little outlay, 
provide interesting and profitable occupation. The Englishman can 
do manual labour on his own land without loss of “izzat”. Living 
is very cheap. I think it appeals especially to the man who wants 
to educate his children in England while not living there himself, 
or to be within easy reach of Great Britain for any other reason : 
to the man with a liking for historical or archaeological research : 
to one whose health is not of the most robust, or whose wife is 
not strong enough to face the personal labour that colonial life 
often entails. It is also within easy reach of some of the most 
interesting countries of Europe and Asia Minor, and of course 
Egypt. 

If further information is wanted on any special point I shall 
be here myself until April, 1937 (address : Kyrenia, Cyprus) and 
shall be happy to answer inquiries or to put officers in communication 
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APPENDIX A. 

{Figures supplied by a successful grower and checked by a Government 
Agricultural Officer.) 

Entimattd cost of purchasing, equipping and planting a citrus grove 
of 20 donums ( 6‘ 2 acres). 

Capital expenditure: — 
£ 

Land at £15 a donum .... 300 
Well boring, borepipes, etc. . 25 
Engine and centrifugal pump 60 
Engine house ..... 15 
Water tank ..... 42 
Irrigation channels (cefment) . 50 
Gardeners cottage and store room 100 
Preparation of land .... 15 
Manure ...... 15 
Grafted plants (1,200 at l/4d. each) 80 
Planting expenses .... 10 

Total initial expenditure 712 

Recurring expenditure : — 
Gardener ......... 36 
Casual labour 24 
Manure and fertilizers ....... 20 
Fuel and oil for engine. ...... 25 

Depreciation and repairs, taxation, etc.. ... 25 

130 

Estimated production under normal whether conditions :— 

3rd year, 600 oranges per donum .... 12,000 
4th 99 1,200 24,000 
5th 99 3,000 „ 60,000 
6th 99 4,500 „ „„.... 90,000 
7th 99 6,000 „ „„.... 120,000 
8th 99 7,500 „ „„.... 150,000 
9th 99 9,000 „ „,,.... 180,000 

10th 99 10,500 „ „ 210,000 
Increasing up to 15,000 by the 20th year or . 300,000 

The price varies from 25/- per thousand up to £4. The usual average 
price may be taken at 40/- per thousand delivered in the grove. 
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APPENDIX B. 
Cyprus Palestine Plantation Company. Estimate of profits. Figures 

supplied by the Company. 
The cost of a plot of 10 donums is £550, therefore for comparison: 

with the figures in Appendix A, which are for 20 donums, this sum 
should be doubled and the capital expenditure reckoned at £1,100. 
Table of possible profits of 1 Palestinian Dunam or 1,000 square metres. 

50 trees to this area. 

Grape Fruit. Oranges. 

6th year. 7th year. 6th year. 7th year. 

Boxes p. Pal. 
Dunam 

75 125 Boxes p. Pal. 
Dunam 

50 75 

at 5 sh. per box 
INCOME 
Expenses appr. 

£18-15-0 
6-0-0 

£31-5-0 
6-0-0 

at 4 sh. per box 
INCOME 
Expenses appr. 

£10-0-0 
6-0-0 

£15-0-0 
6-0-0 

NET INCOME 
1 

£12-15-0 £25-5-0 NET INCOME £4-0-0 £9-0-0 

Remarks. Remarks. 
The normal quantity of Grape Fruit 

Trees in the sixth year is 4 to 5 boxes per 
tree ; in the seventh year the normal 
quantity is 5 to 6 boxes per tree. 

The average price of Grape Fruit on 
the auctions in London and Liverpool in 
the year 1934 has been 9/6 per box, inch 
the duty. In the above table of profits 
we calculated only with 5/-per box. 

The normal quantity of oranges in 
the sixth year is appr. 2 boxes per tree ; in the seventh year the normal 
quantity is about 2j boxes per tree. 

The average price on the auctionsin 
London and Liverpool in the year 
1934 has been 7/6 per box, inch the 
duty. In the above table of profits we calculated only with 4/-per box. 

A grove planted by the Cyprus-Palestine Plantations Co., Ltd., in 
Cyprus of a minimum of ID Palestinian Dunams of 1,000 sq. m. each,, gives in the seventh year a net profit of— 

f «. ef. 
5 Duna ms Grape Fruit ...... £126-5-0 
5 Dunams Oranges ....... 45 -O-O 

NET INCOME 171-5-0 

r ,e 
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APPENDIX C. 
Taxation. 

There is no income-tax. 
The only direct taxation is that on immovable property at the 

rate of -6 per cent, in towns and -4 per cent, in villages on the capital 
value of the lands, houses and other immovable property. 

The licence for a motor car is £2-10-0 to £4 per annum, depending 
on the weight of the car. 

A driving licence costs £l per annum. 
A gun licence costs £l per annum. 
A shooting licence costs 15/-. 
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APPENDIX D. 
Currency and Banks. 

The Cyprus £l = £l sterling. 
180 Cyprus piastres (cp) = £l. 
9 Cyprus piastres (cp) = One shilling. 
Silver coins are of the value of 3cp (4d); 4^cp (6d); 9cp (1/-) and 

18cp (2/-). 
Nickel coins of lep and ̂ cp are shaped like the Indian one anna 

piece. 
Principal Banks and their agents in the United Kingdom. 

Ottoman Bank 

Banque d’Athenea . 
Bank of Cyprus 
Ionian Bank . 

Ottoman Bank, 26 Throgmorton, St., E. C. 2. 
Bank of Athens, 22, Fenchurch, St.,E. C. 3, 
Westminster Bank, 41, Lothbury, E. C. 2. 
Ionian Bank, 26/31, Moorgate, E. C. 2. 
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APPENDIX E. 

Proposal re the formation of a Company in Cyprus. 

Proposal to form a company for the purpose of acquiring a certain 
area of land and forming it for all kinds of cereals, cotton, flax, 
etc., and to establish a mill for threshing and grinding grain, and 
machinery for scutching flax, as well as to grow fruit and to breed 
sheep and poultry and establish a bacon factory. 

The land belongs to a retired officer (formerly 4th Hussars) and he 
wishes to transfer to the proposed company in the first instance 2,000 
acres and building thereon sufficient to make up ten dwelling bungalows. 

The land is situated in the central plain, 9 miles from Nicosia and 
16 miles from the port of Larnaca. The main road runs througji th& 
estate. It is reported on as most suitable for growing and preparing 
flax. The river Yalia runs through the southern portion of the estate. 
Water is obtainable at 20 to 30 feet over the greater part of the area, 
and the higher ground is suitable for vines and almonds. 

Capital is required to the extent of £15,000 at the outset, a ̂  1( l if 
this is forthcoming the idea is that occupation can be provided fo> a 
limited number of resident shareholders who would occupy important 
supervising jobs. It would be uneconomical to pay for these at more 
than the current local rates; the salary would therefore be nominal 
but shareholders would have to look on it as helping to run their ow n 
show the more efficient the work the greater the profit. 

It is also proposed to enlist the co-operation of certain German 
Jews who have been obliged to leave Germany. Some of these are men 
of substance but they cannot take their money out of Germany except 
in the form of exports. The idea is therefore that they should pay ioi 
their shares by providing plant and machinery from Germany. They 
would also bring the mercantile business element which is necessary to 
success. The company would be incorporated under the laws which are 
the same as the British Company laws. 

Detailed information can be supplied to those who are interested. 

OIPD—L 368 Army ill—21-10-36 300. 
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Army Section 6 0. 0. S. of I. No. 8506. July 1936 
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