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REPORT

ON
CYPRUS.

Based on a tour of this Island carried out by Colonel

G. Craster, C.B.E.,D.S.0., late Indian Army (Retired),

with the object of assessing its suitability for settle~

ment by officers of the Indian Army affected by the .
War Block Scheme.

NEW DELHI : PRINTED BY THE MANAG
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA PRESS: lg
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FOREWORD.

It is considered that those officers who contemplate
residing in Cyprus after retirement will find a great deal
to interest them in the following tour report.

Colonel G. Craster, C.B.E., D.S.0., Indian Army
(Retired), willingly consented to write this Report during
his stay on the Island and the Cyprus Government have
kindly defrayed all expenses incurred therewith. It is
thought that the publication of his tour report may result
in mutual benefit both to a British Colony and to those
officers who, as a result of the information contained in
the following pages, decide to give the Island a trial visit.

Although this report is published by Army Head-
quarters, the reader is asked to bear in mind the fact that
any views, opinions, or criticisms expressed by the writer
are entirely his own. Before his departure Colonel
Craster was asked to write an unbiassed report on Cyprus
and to record his impressions exactly as they would appear
from the War Block officers’ point of view. In this
respect he has faithfully and ably carried out these
instructions.

Since this report was written, an article headed
““Orange Groves in Cyprus’’ has appeared in ‘“Truth’ of
10th June 1936. An extract from the article is given
below to underline Colonel Craster’s advice that those
interested in Citrus Growing ‘‘had best come and see for
themselves before committing themselves’.

“Orange Groves in Cyprus.

............ I have lately heard from Cyprus that efforts
are being made to interest Indian Army officers in the
scheme of a local company for the sale of plots of land as
“orange groves.”” The price asked is £550—payable by

instalments—for a holding of 2} acres, and the vendor

company undertakes planting and cultivation with
oranges or grape-fruit for a period of five years. At the
end of that period (or earlier, if he desires) the owner can
take over the management of his grove, or alternatively
the company will enter into a contract to carry on the work
and market the fruit. Attractive estimates of ‘‘possible
profits”” are given, but as the investors in the South
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. . APPENDIX E.
! Proposal re the formation of a Company in Cyprus.

Proposal to form a company for the purpose of acquiring a certain
area of land and forming it for all kinds of cereals, cotton, flax,
etc., and to establish a mill for threshing and grinding grain, and
machinery for scutching flax, as well as to grow fruit and to breed
i sheep and poultry and establish a bacon factory.

The land belongs to a retired officer (formerly 4th Hussars) and he
wishes to transfer to the proposed company in the first instance 2,000
acres and building thereon sufficient to make up ten dwelling bungalows.
" The land is situated in the central plain, 9 miles from Nicosia and
16 miles from the port of Larnaca. The main road runs :
estate. It is reported on as most suitable for growing and
flax. The river Yalia runs through the southern portio the estate.
Water is obtainable at 20 to 30 feet over the greater part of the area,
and the higher ground is suitable for vines and almonds.

Capital is required to the extent of £15,000 at the outset, and if
this is forthcoming the idea is that occupation can be provided for a
limited number of resident shareholders who would occupy important
supervising jobs. It would be uneconomical to pay for these at more
than the current local rates; the salary would therefore be nominal
but shareholders would have to look on it as helping to run their own
show the more efficient the work the greater the profit.

Tt is also proposed to enlist the co-operation of certain German
Jews who have been obliged to leave Germany. Some of these are men
of substance but they cannot take their money out of Germany except
in the form of exports. The idea is therefore that they should pay for
their shares by providing plant and machinery from Germany. They
would also bring the mercantile business element which is necessary to
success. The company would be incorporated under the laws which are
the same as the British Company laws.

Detailed information can be supplied to those who are interested.

G1PD—L 368 ArmylI1E—21-10-36--300.
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