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While on the subject of Yemen, we wish to draw attention to the able
and decisive manner in which the recent disturbances were quelled, and a
hitherto unknown state of peace and safety established in contradistinction to
the highly colored and caricatured accounts which were so freely circulated by
the Press critics.

Instead of recognising the difficulties which a country like this has had to
contend with in introducing a total reform of its military system and giving it
credit for a certain amount of vital force, the Press bas always preferred
to depict it as quivering in its death agony, and regarded its dissolution as
an event of the near future.......We ask the critics to note the fact that the
Army Estimates have been increased by 60 per cent. since the war of 1877-78, and
that they now absorb 47 per cent. of the total revenue. Thenew War Miuister
and the Grand Master of the Artillery indeed have been able to eifect a saving of
50 per cent. in their respective Departments : yet the War Budget still stands at
6 million, the Artillery at 1 million, and the Gendarmerie ab 1'1 million pounds.

1t was necessary to proceed step by step with the new reforms : before the
division of the Ersatz Districts could be proceeded with on any uniform plan,
the statistics of the population had to be compiled. There were difficulties to
be contended with in the matter of the selection of the head-quarters of the
Redif Battalions and the Store Depots, and the inequality of tbe population
in several districts which heretofore had been called upon to furnish equal
contingents (such as Sivas with 32,000 inbabitants and Van with only 8,000).
This distribution has now been more equally arranged even in Ordu No. 6
(Bagdad), where the difficulties were very great. Now there are in each of the
first 6 Ordus—

8 Brigade o)

64. Battalion

Bach Battalion district furnishes one battalion of Redif and each Brigade
district the reserve (Ersatz) for one active Infantry Regiment.

The number of the Redif Battalions has not been increased, but only
the augmentation staffs and departments, thereby greatly facilitating the
reinforcement and mobilisation of the army.

Each Redif Battalion district has its Commandant, Adjutant, and neces-
sary staff of writers; its personnel for the arms and clothing magazines for the
Redif which it is intended to call up, and in part also for the Mustahfiz (Lands-
turm), and, in addition, weak cadres of officers for the four company districts, and
also non-commissioned officers who will in addition undertake the instruction
of the * Mninsiz ? (who are not available in peace time) on Sundays. That all
this is actually carried out is due to the great personal interest taken by the
Sultan, to the energy and circumspection of Riza Pasha the War Minister,
who deserves the greatest credit for the way in which he has pushed on all
these reforms, the care he has bestowed on the amelioration of the condition
of the officers and the question of armament, as well as to the energy of
Zeki Pasha, the Grand Master of Artillery, who has concerned himself with
the military schools and the whole system of issues to the forces in addition
to the questions affecting his own branch of the service.

The number of battalions to be raised can easily be determined from
the number of Battalion districts: each Ordu furnishes 64 Redif Battalions,
or 12 Redif Corps, and we have no doubt as to the possibility of raising
them, for there are plenty of men in the 8 Redif classes available.

- The Mustahfiz Corps will however take longer to organise as the neces-
sary quota of qualified officers is not yet forthcoming.

Now that the territorial system has been inaugurated, the mobilisation
arrangements, which have long since been worked out, can be brought into
operation : the statisties relating to the capabilities of each district to furnish the
Ihtiat (the active Reserve) and the Redif (1st Reserve Troops or Landwehr)

16 Regimentalj districts for the Redif.
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These irregular horsemen may fairly be compared with the Cossacks for

capability to endure fatigue, and as to their methods of service and tactical
] formations ; they are all born riders,—these Turks, Kurds, Arabs, Kara-Papaks,
| as well as those Tscherkess tribes which come into the computation; they are
splendid fighting material, and will cost the State next to nothing : their value,
however, will increase with their notions of discipline.
\ By considering the peculiarities of each tribe, by handing over to them
! the formation of the regimental establishments, by naming the regiments after
I their own chiefs—emphasising, however, the duty which each tribe owes in the
H shape of military service—the Sultan has defined the main outlines of this *

ereation, and a study of them will convince the severest critic that he has gone
the right way about it.

Mixed regiments are forbidden: regiments will be formed from a single
class, or, if a whole regiment cannot be raised, one or two squadrons will be
furnished.

The strength of the regiments will vary from 4 to 6 squadrons of from
128 to 192, horses, and from 512 to 1,152 men.

The Hamidie Cavalry will be organised in brigades under a “ Liwa” of the Liwa=Brigadier-
regular army, whilst the command of the whole will be exercised by a  Ferik.” Generst

Daration of military service, 17th —40th year of age.

Irade, Art. 174.

Recruit class 17th—20th year.
Regular Nizam class ... 20th—32nd =
Reserve class 32nd—40th e

They take the oath of allegiance to their chief on entering each class. : {

The recruits will'be drilled for at least three months every year in their own
stations, the main object being to accustom them to discipline and military life.

The Nizam are drilled yearly, and every three years have extensive man- i
| ceuvres. The reservists, on the other hand, areonly called out in peace
| under exceptional circumstances.

Whilst the Reerait and Nizam class can only leave the territory of
their tribe with permission,the Reservists are free to go where they will, with
the proviso, however, that they notify each change of abode.

Every three years the Hamidie Regiments will be concentrated outside their
own stations for a series of manmuvres extending over two months, the dura-
tion of which will be intimated in orders. The Regimental commander fixes
the day for assembly ; the men present themselves equipped and mounted ; they
receive arms, ammunition, and standards from the ¢ Redif ” depots. These large
t scale manceuvres will include evolutions by large bodies working over

open country, and dismounted duties: the Geueral Commanding the whole
’ Hamidie Cavalry will make his inspections at this time.
!
I

The men equip and clothe themselves : those of the st and 2nd class must
regularly maintain a suitable horse: the 3rd (Reservists) are only obliged to
bring a horse fit for service when called out for concentration or war.

! "The style of dress will be in conformity with the custom of the tribe : three

il different patterns are permissible, but the regimental number will be worn.

I From the time that the men leave their tribal stations for concentration

i or manceuvres, they will receive full pay and rations: in their own stations
they get only a proportion of the pay and a gratuity.

The Brigade and Regimental Commanders (and at first the greater propor-
tion of the regimental officers) will be appointed from the regular cavalry:
eventually, however, Lieutenant-Colonels, Majors, Captains, and Subalterns will,
as far as possible, be chosen from amongst the leading men of the tribe.

it 1f they prove themselves especially fitted for it, officers from the tribes
k1 will be permitted to command regiments later on, provided they fulfil the
‘ f following conditions :—

They must be present at all drills and exercises, and serve for three years in
a regular regiment and prove themselves thoroughly qualified for the command.
They will then receive the pay of regular officers and be given the preference
for the appointment.
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