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يحتوي الملف على ثلاثة مقتطفات من الصحف الألمانية، ترجمها وعلق عليها النقيب أوفلي بوهون
ستوفين فيرليس شور في سنة ١٨٩٤، مبينًا بالتفصيل أحدث المعلومات حول القوة المسلحة لتركيا في

ذلك الوقت.
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الأفواج.

وعلى النقيض، يناقش المقتطفان المأخوذان عن دي رايسفيرعدم اكتمال الاستعدادات العسكرية
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التركية الحالية. يغطي عدد ١١ فبراير ١٨٩٤ من دي رايسفيرمواضيع توزُّع (تشتُّت) القوات،
والتسليح غير المُرضي، والنقص في تدريب الضباط. ويقدِّم المقتطف المأخوذ من عدد ٢١ مارس ١٨٩٤

من دي رايسفيرتحليلاً لتشتُّت الجيش التركي، ويغطي النقص في التسليح، وفي خيول سلاحَي الفرسان
والمدفعية.
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NOTE. 

These extracts from the German papers are published as they contain the 
latest information received up to date on the armed strength of Turkey. 

INTELLIGENCE BRANCH, 
Qr. Mr. Genl.’s Department; 

Simla, 20th May 1894. 

i 
i 

E. E. H. McS. 
G. H. M.-M. 
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THE DEVELOPMENT OP THE MILITARY STRENGTH OP 
TURKEY. 

Extract from the “ Internationale Revue” for November 1893. 
The writer begins by saying that French, English, and German periodicals are in the habit of decrying the armed strength of Turkey, representing it as 

being in an absolute state of stagnation, and that they are too apt to imagine that all so-called reforms are but paper schemes, still safely reposing in the sick man’s pigeon holes. 
This may be attributed to political action, but nevertheless it is calculated to create very erroneous impressions : he maintains that the true state of affairs is in reality very different, and, in the interests of the Triple Alliance, should be 

carefully examined. 
He has lived for ten years in Turkey, and is prepared to refute all the recent severe and unjust criticisms; he maintains that the armed strength of Turkey has been remodelled on modern lines in spite of financial difficulties and strained 

٧ المرجع: IOR/L/MIL/17/16/21 حق النشر: المُلكية العامة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100028416982.0x000008 :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100028416982.0x000008?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


"تطوير القوة العسكرية لتركيا. [مترجم من "انترناشيونال ريفو" عدد نوفمبر
١٨٩٣ و"دي رايسفير" عدد فبراير ١٨٩٤]." [٤ظ] (١٦/٨)

2 

While on the subject of Yemen, we wish to draw attention to the able 
and decisive manner in which the recent disturbances vvere quelled, and a 
hitherto unknown state of peace and safety established in contradistinction to 
the highly colored and caricatured accounts which were so freely circulated by 
the Press critics. 

Instead of reco-nisin* the difficulties which a country like this has had to 
contend with in introducing a total reform of its military system and giving it 
credit for a certain amount of vital force, the Press has always pieferred 
to depict it as quivering in its death agony, and regarded its dissolution as 
an event of the near future We ask the critics to note the fact that the 
Army Estimates have been increased by GO per cent, since the vai of P / / -/b, and 
that they now absorb 47 per cent, of the total revenue. Ihenew TVar Minister 
and the Grand Master of the Artillery indeed have been able to effect a saying of 
50 per cent, in their respective Departments : yet the War budget still s ands at 
6 million, the Artillery at 1 million, and the Gendarmerie at 1 1 million pounds. 

It was necessary to proceed step by step with the new reforms : before the 
division of the Ersatz Districts could be proceeded with on any uniform plan, 
the statistics of the population had to he compiled. There were difficulties to 
bo contended with in the matter of the selection ot the head-quarters of the 
Redif Battalions and the Store Depots, and the inequality of the population 
in several districts which heretofore had been called upon to furnish equal 
contingents (such as Sivas with 32,000 inhabitants and Van with only <-,000). 
This distribution has now been more equally arranged even m Urdu JNo. b 
(Bagdad), where the difficulties were very great. Now there are in each or t ie 
first 6 Ordus— 

8 Brigade 
16 Regimental y districts for the Redif. 

I 64 Battalion J 
Each Battalion district furnishes one battalion of Redif and each Brigade 
district the reserve (Ersatz) for one active Infantry Regiment. 

The number of the Redif Battalions has not been increased, but only 
the augmentation staffs and departments, thereby greatly facilitating the 
reinforcement and mobilisation of the army. 

Each Redif Battalion district lias its Commandant, Adjutant, and necessary 
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Lave been received in Constantinople some time back ; but although several slight alterations in the actual definition of the boundaries of the districts may eventually 
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These irregular horsemen may fairly he compared with the Cossacks for 
capability to endure fatigue, and as to their methods of service and tactical 
formations ; they are all born riders,—these r Iurks, Kurds, Arabs, Kara-Papaks, 
as well as those Tscherkess tribes which come into the computation ; they are 
splendid fighting material, and will cost the State next to nothing : their value, 
however, will increase with their notions ol discipline. 

By considering the peculiarities of eacli tribe, by handing oyer to them 
the formation of the regimental establishments, by naming the regiments after ̂  ^ ^ their own chiefs—emphasising, however, the duty which each tribe owes in the ra e > r • 
shape of military service—the Sultan has defined the main outlines of this ' 
creation, and a study of them will convince the severest critic that he has gone 
the right way about it. \ 

Mixed regiments are forbidden : regiments will be formed from a single 
class, or, if a whole regiment cannot be raised, one or two squadrons will be 
furnished. 

The strength of the regiments will vary from 4 to 6 squadrons of from 
128 to 192, horses, and from 512 to 1,152 men. 

The llamidie Cavalry will be organised in brigades under a “ Liwa ” of the Liwa-Brigadier- 
regular army, whilst the command of the whole will be exercised by a“ Perik.” General - 

Duration of military service, 17th —40th year of age. 
Becruit class ... 17th—20th year. 
Regular Nizam class ... 20th—32nd „ 
Reserve class ... 32nd—40th „ 

They take the oath of allegiance to their chief on entering each class. 
The recruits will be drilled for at least three months every year in their own 

stations, the main object being to accustom them to discipline and military life. 
The Nizam are drilled yearly, and every three years have extensive manoeuvres. 
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Art. 174. 

\ 

■ Brigadier- 

Ncltive subalterns are promoted from the ranks or posted to regiments 
from the military schools. 

Prom each regiment two suitable men of good character will be sent to the 
model or training regiment for six months; they will then be attached to a 
regiment in the capital of the Empire for a further period of two years (or 
posted to a miltary school), and at the expiration of this time may be posted as 
Lieutenants under the orders of the Regimental Chiefs. 

Besides these such a number of suitable young men shall be selected from 
each tribe that there may be one to each regiment; these will be sent to the 
Cavalry school at Constantinople, and on passing the examination for Lieutenants 
shall receive their commissions. 

Thus in this way it is intended to fill most of the officers’ vacancies, but 
should the numbers so obtained fall short of the requirements, ^on-Com- 
missioned Officers will be promoted. 

Those officers who have passed through the schools will receive pay like 
the rest of the army. Promotion shall go in the tribe on vacancies occurring, 
but the Imperial Government reserves the right of filling them with regular 
officers, if qualified and suitable men are not forthcoming. 

Native officers take the oath of allegiance to the Sultan on each promotion. 
We consider the raising of the Uamidie Cavalry to have been a most fortunate 
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Extract from “Die Reichswehr,” dated 11th February 1894. 
From an article on Captain A. Liposcak’s lecture at Vienna the other day- 

dealing with the armed strengths of the Balkan States, we take the following 
extract relating to Turkey :— 

Exclusive of the Asiatic Provinces, Turkey has five corps of the 1st line 
always at disposal, viz., those at Constantinople, Adrianople, Monastir, Erzin- 
ghian, and Damascus,— 

representing a strength of— 
170 Battalions ^ 220,000 men. 
150 Squadrons 20,000 horsemen. 
130 Batteries J 600 guns. 

Of these, 125 battalions, 98 squadrons, and 118 batteries are already distributed 
(dislocated) in European territories, and in a comparatively short time could 
be reinforced by 56 supplementary lledif Battalions of the 2nd line. 

The armament is at present very unsatisfactory owing to vacillation and 
indecision in choosing a rifle of the repeating class 

The regulars are still armed with the Henry-Martini, whilst the whole of 
the repeating rifles (new small bore) lie uselessly in the depots at Constantinople. 

The lecturer says that no real theoretical and practical training for 
officers exists, and that the question of the leading of the army is a serious one. 

He also deals with the system of fortification and defences of the Empire, 
particularly with reference to the recently suggested possibility of a direct 
Russian attack on Constantinople. 

Die Reichswehr, dated 21st March 1894. 
This paper’s regular Turkish correspondent, “ Hassan Ahmad,’* writes as follows from Constantinople on the 11th February 1894:— 
Although exact and reliable details of the “dislocation” of the Turkish 

army are next to impossible to procure, still we are now able to give a revised table of the distribution of the troops, showing some slight changes to that 
published in our number dated the 10th April 1893 :—• 

In the Ordu (Corps, Division) departments of— 

Lino 
Infantry 

Battalions. 

Lino 
Cavalry 

Squadrons. 

Horse 
Batteries. 

Mountain 

Batteries. 

Field 
Batteries. 

Constantinople (I) ... 28 28 3 6 20 
Adrianople (II) ... ... 34 30 3 6 30 

fill Ordn 39 30 3 9 30 In the Western Section of the Balkan Penin--( I ,, 10 5 sular. tv „ 11 ... ... 12 
Erzornm (IV) 34 30 3 6 30 Damascus (V) ' ... 18 30 3 2 15 
Bagdad (VI) 34 30 3 6 12 
Yemen (VII) 30 1 8 1 
Tripoli and Benghazi 17 10 ••• 2 4 
Hejaz 12 1 ••• 2 Crete 13 2 ... 3 3 
Belonging to the I Ordn, 1 battalion in 2 Smyrna, and 1 battalion Island of Chios (£hios). 

Total 282 197 18 48 159 

١٢ المرجع: IOR/L/MIL/17/16/21 حق النشر: المُلكية العامة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100028416982.0x00000d :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100028416982.0x00000d?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


"تطوير القوة العسكرية لتركيا. [مترجم من "انترناشيونال ريفو" عدد نوفمبر
١٨٩٣ و"دي رايسفير" عدد فبراير ١٨٩٤]." [٧و] (١٦/١٣)

Of the Mauser rifles (7'G5 m.m.) up to date, about 280,000 have beer 
received; and 200,000 yet to come : (delivery of these suspended). Of the 9-5 m.m., as is well-known, there are 220,000 rifles to hand. 

However, since neither the troops nor the schools have yet had a single rifle served out to them, these long years spent in the acquirement of a 
magazine rifle at a great sacrifice have benefitted Turkey but little. 

There are about 93J million cartridges for the 9-5 m. m. rifle available, and about 25 million for the 7*65 m. m. rifle, with another 25 million to come. 
The arming of the 15 new forts which comprise the entrenched Camp of Erzerum is fixed at— 
1G3 guns of 24, 18, 15, 12, and 9 c.m. calibre. 
116 mortars of large calibre. 

69 mitrailleuses (machine guns ?) 
This armament has not yet been ordered, but authentic information from Erzerum makes out that 13 forts are 110w armed ! presumably* with old ord- e. f. h. Mcs. nance and Krupp Guns of small calibre, for Krupp has delivered no consignment of late which would coincide with the above mentioned scheme. 

The zeal with which endeavours were made some years ago to improve horse-breeding has distinctly abated during the past year. Muzaffer 
Pasha, Principal Director of the Government Stud at Erussa, was to have 
gone to Asia Minor last spring with the object of establishing further studs and breeding establishments ; his departure, however, has always been put off, and he is still waiting for his travelling orders. In the meantime the "dearth of cavalry and artillery horses is daily increasing. Einancial difficulties 
preclude all idea of a large order for horses being sent to Hungary. The “ Schwimmer ” Company at Temesvar have only 36 rejected cavalry horses now to deliver (but will add 90 more in order to make up the railway trucks) at an average cost of 24f pounds. 

The Turks seem to be relegating v. der Goltz Pasha to such continual 
inactivity in spite of the conditions of his last contract that it is highly 
probable that he will finally press for the acceptance of his resignation. 

******* 
OFFLEY SHORE, Captain, 

The 19th May 1894. 18th Bengal Lancers. 
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