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PRELIMINARY. 
As a preliminary to this paper, it may be well to glance briefly at the state 

of affairs on the south-west frontier of Russia at the beginning of the year, and 
at the situation generally. There was an armistice, to terminate with the month of February, between 
Turkey and Servia, and a conference of the Great Powers was sitting at Constantinople 
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reports on the same subject, which reached this country at the close of last 
year, when the anticipated time of action was approaching. 

The belief in Turkey was that the Russian advance would be by Roumama 
and Servia, and also on the Asiatic side. 

Her plan of operations was said to he to force the Danube in as many 
places as possible. A strong corps would then take up a concentrated position 
near Bolgrad. The corps crossing the Pruth^would concentrate towards Fockhani and 
Galatz, the Commander-in-Chiefs head-quarters being established at the former 
place. - * S , **81 §B 1 .1 E One advance would be by the Dobrudscha. The natural starting point of 

this line of advance is the position Braila—Galatz. Little resistance was to be 
anticipated from the weak Turkish fort at Matschin; and the Danube once 
passed there or at Hirsova, the Delta is turned. 

Russian movements at the end of the year pointed to the passage of the 
Pruth at three points, by rail at Sculiani and by two roads from Kischenev. 

It is imperative on the Russians to send a force into the Dobrudscha, as if 
the Turks held that part of it which makes the right bank of the Danube 
between Braila and Galatz, they could seriously endanger the Russian communications 
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Exempt from calling out are those who are employed in the service of the 
State, or in towns and public offices, ati per authorised list, besides those who 
are ill and those under trial. 

The callings-out are (a) general when all, or a considerable number of 
reservists are wanted, and (6) partial when only part are required. 

Mobilization of 1876. 
An Imperial Order of the 13th November, published in the “ Invalide 

Russe ” of the 14th, prescribed the formation of six Corps d’Armee, numbered 
7 to 12, composed of troops stationed in the military circles of Odessa, Kieff, and Kharkoff. 

A second order of the same date promulgated by the Minister of War 
decreed further the immediate formation of the staff, placed the Military Circle 
of Odessa under the orders of the Commander-in-Chief, and the 7th and 10th 
Corps under those of the commandant ad interim of the troops of the Military circle of Odessa. 

Neither the battalions of rifles, sappers, nor the pontoniers or telegraphists have been classed w ith the field army, as the organization of the Russian Corps d’Armee is not theoretically known. The three military circles of Odessa, Kieff and Kharkoff, whose troops compose the six Corps d’j4rmee mobilized, 
have, under ordinary circumstances, the 3rd and 4th Brigades of Rifles and the 
3rd Brigade of Sappers, stationed (in September) at Miejibouje (KiefF circle), Odessa and Kieff. 

The mobilization of the Russian army has been gradual. Confined at first 
to a mobilization in the Kharkoff, Kieff, and Odessa circles, with a partial mobilization in those of Moscow, Vilna, and the Caucasus, it has been since 
extended to all the military circles of European Russia except Finland. 

Of the Army-Corps above mentioned, the 8th, 9th, 11th and 12th were 
to form the field army, or “Army of the Danube,” and the 7th and 10th to 
form the “ Coast Army.” Orders were at the same time sent to the Civil Governors of the Districts 
concerned from the Minister of the Interior, notifying that the troops have been 
ordered to be mobilized in the Kharkoff, Kieff, and Odessa Circles; and 
partially so in the Moscow, Vilna, and Caucasus Circles. 

As all the preparatory measures for this mobilization had been taken some 
time before, all the reservist and furlough men having had previous notice to 
hold themselves in readiness and not to leave their present abodes, the mobilization 
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4 
The reservists, according to the same official statement, came quickly and 

cheerfully; the people also gave up their horses with willingness. The movements 
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f 1st Infantry Brigade, 33rd and 34th Regiments. 9th Infantry Division:— j 2nd „ „ 35th „ 3fith „ 
(Head-Quarters, Tiraspol). 9th „ „ 48 Guns, Major-General Anosoff, at 

Lieut.-Gen. Prince Mirsky II. (1853) | at Ploskoya. Chief of the Staff, Colonel Ellers .. | Rifle Battalion.* 
(^Cossack Regiment.* 
fist Infantry Brigade, 53rd and 54th Regiments. 14th Infantry Division:— ] 2nd „ 55th and 56th „ 

(Head-Quarters, Kischinev). Rifle Battalion.* 
Major-General Dragomiroff (1849) .. | 14th Field Artillery Brigade, 48 guns, Colonel Zinovieff, at 
Chief of the Staff, Col. Takonboffski.. I Kischinev. 

(^Cossack Regiment* 

8th Cavalry Division :— 
(at Bieltsi). Lieutenant-General Prince ManvelofT 

(1843) Chief of the Staff, Col. Baron Kaulbars 

f 1st Cavalry Brigade, 8th Dragoons, 8th Lancers. 
2nd „ 8th Hussars, 8th Don Cossacks. 

15 th Regular and 1st Cossack Horse Artillery Battery, 12 
guns, at Komeshti. 

14th Flying Artillery Park, and 14th Mobile Park ; attached 
to 9th Infantry Division, at Dreslitscheim. 

15th Flying Artillery Park and 15th Mobile Park, attached to 9th Infantry Division at Malveshti. 
Second half of 5th Horse Artillery Park, attached to 8th Cavalry Division, at Bieltsi. 

Total.—26 battalions, 12 squadrons, 18 sotnias of Cossacks, and 108 guns. 

9th Army-Corps (Head-Quarters, Balta). 
Commander 
Chief of the Staff 
Commander of Artillery 

Lieut.-General Baron Kriidener (1828). 
Major-General Schuitnikoff (1846). 
Major-General Kalatcheff. 

5th Infantry Division :— 
(Head-Quarters, Vinitsa). 

Lieut.-General Schildner-Schouldner 
(1837) Chief of the Staff, Colonel Popoff 

'"Ist Infantry Brigade, 17th and 18th Regiments. 2nd ,, 19th and 20th „ 
1 Rifle Battalion.* 
] 5th Field Artillery Brigade, 48 guns, Major-General 

Pochitokoff, at Rachni-Lessovaia. 
1 Cossack Regiment.* 
fist Infantry Brigade, 121st and 122nd Regiments. 31st Infantry Division:— | 2nd „ 123rd and 124th „ 

(Head-Quarters, Balta). \ Rifle Battalion.* 
Lieut.-General Veliaminoff I. (1841).. j 31st Field Artillery Brigade, 48 guns, Major-General Chief of the Staff, Col. Muromzeff .. | Gilchen, at Gvozdalk. 

f Cossack Regiment.* 
9th Cavalry Division :— fist Cavalry Brigade, 9th Dragoons, 9th Lancers. 

(at Tiraspol). j 2nd „ 9th Hussars, 9th Don Cossacks. 
Major-General Loschkareff (1847) .. "] 16th Regular and 2nd Cossack Horse Artillery Batteries, 
Chief of the Staff, Colonel Koztenko.. f 12 guns, Lieut.-Colonel Lozin, at Bokovo—Melanka. 
15th Flying Artillery Park and 15th Mobile Park attached to 5th Infantry Division, at Tiraspol. 16th Flying Artillery Park, and 16th Mobile Park, attached to 31st Infantry Division at Hohna. 
First half of Horse Artillery Park; attached to 9th Cavalry Division at Tiraspol. 

Total.—26 battalions, 12 squadrons, 18 sotnias of Cossacks, and 108 guns. 

11th Army-Corps (Head-Quarters, Konshani). 
Commander 
Chief of the Staff 
Assistants 
Commander of Artillery 

Lieut.-General Prince Schahoffskoi I. (1842). 
Colonel BLkupskv (1852). 
Captain Prjevlotsky. 

Major-General Philimonoff. 
""Ist Infantry Brigade, 41st and 42nd Regiments. 2nd ,, 43rd and 44th ,, 

I H , / Rifle Battalion.* 
Lieut.-General Khrapovitzky (1837).. 1 11th Field Artillery Brigade, 48 guns, Colonel Preis, at 
Chief of the Staff, Col. Tugcnhold .. j Novo-Kushani 

fCossack Regiment.* 

11th Infantry Division :— 
(Head-Quarters, Tarutinskaia). 

* It is not established with certainty that the Rifle Brigades have been broken up and the 
battalions attached to Divisions, although this arrangement was proposed. This item, therefore, may be incorrect. The same remark applies to the Cossack regiment shown as Divisional Cavalry. 

C 

٥ المرجع: IOR/L/MIL/17/16/20 حق النشر: المُلكية العامة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100044879527.0x000006 :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100044879527.0x000006?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


"الحرب الروسية-التركية، ١٨٧٧. العمليات في أوروبا." [٣ظ] (٦٦/٦)

It is not established with certainty’ that the Rifle Brigades have been broken up and the battalions attached to Divisions, although this arrangement was proposed. This item, therefore, may be incorrect. I he same remark applies to the Cosaack regiment shown as Divisional Cavalry’. 

6 

32nd Infantry Division :— 
(Head-Quarters, Kuporan), 

Major-General Aller (1843) .. 
Chief of the Staff, Colonel Prinz 

11th Cavalry Division :— 
(at Dubossori). 

Major-General Tatistcheff (1845) Chief of the Staff, Colonel Bayotf 

^ 1st Infantry Brigade, 125th and 126th Regiments. 
2nd „ 127th and 128th ,, 
Rifle Battalion.* 

.. 1 32nd Field Artillery Brigade, 48 guns, Major-General 

.. Muchin, at Batsh Kalaia. 
Cossack Regiment.* 

/ 1st Cavalry Brigade, llth Dragoons, 11th Lancers. 
J 2nd „ llth Hussars, llth Don Cossacks. 

.. ) 18th Regular and 4th Cossacks, Horse Artillery Batterie, 

.. 12 guns, at Dubossori and Grigoriopol. 
11th Flying Artillery Park and llth Mobile Park, attached to llth Infantry Division at Borodinskaia. 
10th Flying Artillery Park and 10th Mobile Park, attached to 32nd Infantry Division at Talmazi. 
First half of 4 th Horse Artillery Park attached to llth Division of Cavalry, at Sveto—Troitski— 

Volhonsky. 
Total: 26 battalions, 12 squadrons, 18 sotnias of Cossacks, and 108 guns. 

12th Army-Corps (Head-Quarters, Orgeef). 
Commander .. 
Chief of the Staff 
Commander of Artillery 

Lieutenant-General Vannofsky (1840). 
Major-General Dukmasoff (1856). 

„ Neieloff. 

12th Infantry Division :— 
(Head-Quarters, Kalarash). Lieutenant-General Baron v. Firsk 

(1836) Chief of the Staff, Colonel Kiriloff .. 

33rd Infantry Division :— 
(Head-Quarters, Orgeef). 

Major-General Timofeieff (1847) .. Chief of the Staff, Colonel Troitsky .. 

12th Cavalry Division :— 
(At Soroki). 

Major-General Baron Driezen (1843) Chief of the Staff, Colonel Strick 

r 1st Infantry Brigade, 45th and 46th Regiments. 2nd „ 47th and 48th „ 
j Rifle Battalion.* 
j 12th Field Artillery Brigade, 48 guns, Major-General 

Kohnuroff, at Tuzorai. 
(^Cossack Regiment.* 

1st Infantry Brigade, 129th and 130th Regiments. 2nd „ 131st and 132nd „ Rifle Battalion.* 
33rd Field Artillery Brigade, 48 guns, Colonel Viskovatof, at Lendjerey. Cossack Regiment.* 
1st Cavalry Brigade, 12th Dragoons, 12th Lancers 
2nd „ 12th Hussars, 12th Don Cossacks. 
19th Regular and 5th Cossack, Horse Artillery Batteries, 12 guns, at Dzigofka. 

12th Flying Artillery Park and 12th Mobile Park, attached to 12th Infantry Division at Kalarash. 17th Flying Artillery Park and 17th Mobile Park, attached to 33rd Infantry Division at Peresetscheim. 
Second half of 4th Horse Artillery’ Park, attached to 12th Cavalry Division at Biolaia. 

Total: 26 battalions, 12 squadrons, 18 sotnias of Cossacks, and 108 guns. 

Coast Army (Head-Quarters, Odessa). 
Commander-in-Chief Lieutenant-General Semeka (1834). Chief ot the Staff .; .. .. Major-General Krjivoblotzki. 

7th Army-Corps (Head-Quarters, Odessa). 
Commander 
Otiiof of the Staff 
Commander of Artillery 

Lieut.-General Prince Barclay de Tolly-Weiman (1843.) 
Major-General Yanovsky (1850). 

„ Polonboyarinoff. 

15th Infantry Division :— 
(At Odessa, Otchakov, and Kikolaef). 
Major-General Goremykin Chief of the Staff, Colonel Sarantscheff 

1st Infantry Brigade, 57th and 58th Regiments. 2nd „ 59th and 60th „ 15th Field Artillery Brigade, Major-General Shestakoff, at 
Odessa. 

Rifle Battalion.* 
(_ Cossack Regiment.* 
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* It is not established with certainty that the Rifle Brigades have been broken up and the batta ions attached to Divisions, although this arrangement was proposed. This item, therefore, may be incorrect. The same remark applies to the Cossack regiment shown as Divisional Cavalry. 

36th Infantry Division :— 
(Head-Quarters, Akerman). 

Lieutenant-General Verevkin (1838) 

f 1st Infantry Brigade, 141st and 142nd Regiments. I 2nd „ 143rd and 144th „ 
J Rifle Battalion.* 
, 36th Field Artillery Brigade, Major-General Jordan, at 
| Akerman. 
(_Cossack Regiment.* 

7th Cavalry Division :— fist Cavalry Brigade—7th Dragoons, 7th Lancers. 
(At Odessa, and Gora Tchelegir). J 2nd „ 7th Hussars, 7th Don Cossacks. 

Lieutenant-General Manzei (1839) .. j 13th and 14th Regular H. A. batteries, at Mali-Buvlik and 
Chief of the Staff, Col. Baron Taube.. Gora-Tchelgir. 
25th Mobile Artillery Park, attached to 15th Infantry Division, in course of formation at 

Krementchuk, for Nicholaef. 
26th Mobile Artillery Park attached to 36th Infantry Division, in course of formation at Krementchuk, for Akerman. 
First half of 7th Horse Artillery Park attached to 7th Cavalry Division, at Odessa. 

Total.—26 battalions, 12 squadrons, 18 sotnias of Cossacks, and 108 guns. 

10th Army-Corps (Head-Quarters, Simferopol). 
Commander .. .. .. .. Adjutant-General Prince Woronzoff (1847). 
.Chief of the Staff .. .. .. Major-General Baron Vreffsky (1852). Commander of Artillery .. .. Major-General Dobryschin. 

13th Infantry Division :— 
(Head-Quarters, Sebastopol). Lieutenant-General Richter (1848) 

Chief of the Staff, Colonel Shavroff 

''1st Infantry Brigade—49th and 50th Regiments. 2nd „ 51st „ 52nd „ Rifle Battalion.* 
j 13th Field Artillery Brigade, Major-General Suhomlin, at 

Sebastopol. 
^Cossack Regiment.* 

34th Infantry Division :— 
(Head-Quarters, Kherson). 

Major-General Baron Korf (1849) .. Chief of the Staff, Colonel Karzanoff.. 

fist Infantry Brigade—133rd and 134th Regiments. 2nd „ 135th ,, 136th ,, Rifle Battalion.* 
j 34th Field Artillery Brigade, Major General Lischin, at 

Kherson. 
Cossack Regiment.* V- o 

10th Cavalry Division :— 
(At Eupatoria and Kalantschak. 

Major-General Dedioulin (1838) 
Chief of the Staff, Colonel Schultz .. 

1st Cavalry Brigade—10th Dragoons, 10th Lancers. 
2nd „ 10th Hussars. 10th Don Cossacks. 
17th Regular and 3rd Cossack H. A. batteries. 

27th Mobile Artillery Park, attached to 13th Infantry Division, in course of formation at 
Krementchuk for Simferopol. 28th Mobile Artillery Park, attached to 34th Infantry Division, in course of formation at Krementchuk, 
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Officers. Non-Commissioned 
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By the last intelligence the head-quarters of the army of the south were 
to be fixed at Chotin in the north-west of Bessarabia during the passage of the 
Pruth, and were subsequently to be transferred to Fockhani. 

The advanced guard of the whole force, when the troops moved forward, was to be composed of the second division of the 7th and the first division of 
the 9th Corps, i.e., the 30th and 5th Divisions. 

The following details respecting some of the more important Russian 
Generals may not be out of place here :— 

Nepokoitschitzky, Aide-de-Camp General, 65 years of age. Known as a 
good theorist. Late Director of Military Academy at St. Petersburgh. Served 
in Hungary, the Caucasus and Crimea. Was named Chief of the Staff to the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Field Army, the Grand Duke Nicolas Nicolaievitch, in November 1876. 

Famine, Lieutenant-General. Long time Chief of the Staff of the 
Cossacks of the Don, afterwards Ataman of the Don Cossacks in the Warsaw 
Circle. Appointed Ataman of the irregular troops not forming parts of the 
Divisions of the Field Army in November 1876. 

Prince Barclay-de-Tolly-Weimarn, Lieutenant-General and Aide-de-Camp General. Nephew of his namesake the well-known Field-Marshal of the 
Napoleonic wars. Named Commander of the 7th Army Coips in November 
1876. 

Radetzki, Lieutenant-General. No relation of his Austrian namesake. 
Appointed Commander of the 8th Army Corps in November 1876. 

Krudener, Baron, Lieutenant-General. Governor of the Baltic Provinces 
(Riga). Appointed to command the 9th Corps in November 1876. 

Woronzoff, Prince, Aide-de-Camp General and Lieutenant-General. Son 
of the Field-Marshal, well known in the wars with Schamyl. Commanded a 
Reserve Brigade of the Guard in the Crimea. Appointed to command the 
10th Army Corps in November 1876. 

Schakhovskoi, Prince, Lieutenant-General (?), late Governor of Tambov. 
Appointed to command the 11th Corps in November 1876. 

IY. 
MOVEMENTS OF TROOPS, STORES, WAR MATERIAL, &c. 
On this subject the information received is not very full. What has come 

to hand, including that extracted from newspapers and referring to the period at the close of 1876, may be condensed as follows :— 
22 large guns (1,600 lbs. cast) had been despatched to Sebastopol and 

Nikolaieff, and a large quantity of torpedoes to the former place. In Bessarabia large pontoon trains were being formed and sent towards 
the Pruth. 

Four large 12-inch guns had been removed from the ironclad “Peter the 
Great,” and sent to Odessa. Of these two were said to be destined for that 
place, and two for Ochakov. 

All available steam launches and boats, numbering about 26, from 
Kronstadt and from Nikolaieff with detachments of sailors in charge, were made 
over to the Army of the South, and prepared for having guns mounted on them. 

News about the 24th December described the Russians as in force at 
Ungheni, the Russo-Roumanian frontier station. 

Vast barrack were in course of construction there and at Faleshti, on the road between Sculiani and Biltsy, and commissariat depots were being organised at Bender and Tiraspol, between Kischenev and Odessa. 
Artillery material for the defence of Odessa and the Coast of the Black 

D 
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Sea had mostly to come from the north of Russia, and their despatch, and that 
of stores for the Army of the South, had necessitated the stoppage of the 
ordinary goods traffic on all the lines running southward from the 1 olish fiontiei 
since the 14th November. 

In the middle of November the stoppage of goods traffic was announced on 
the following lines:—Warsaw—Terespol, Kiev—Brest, Moscow Brest, Tambov—Saratov, 
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appointed to the charge of stations. A list was compiled showing the commandants 
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Tultscha, or a total of 60,000 men. It was estimated that 10,000 at Rustchuk 
and 8,000 at each of the other places, or a total ot 34,000, was more correct. 

In addition to these, 150,000 were said to be distributed between 1 ravadi, 
Schumla, and Varna. According to previous intelligence, as regards theii plans, 
they were said to intend having their main body 120,000 strong at Sclmmla, 
the numbers to be made up by drafting men from the forces stationed on the 
borders of Servia and Montenegro. At Rustchuk quarters were being prepaied 
for 20,000 men. 

It was intended to hold the fortresses of Silistria, Schumla, Rustchuk and 
Varna, with 75,000 Redifs (2nd Reserve) of 1st and 2nd Class of the five 
Army Corps of the Asiatic Division of the Army. 

At the close of 1876 the Turkish troops at the Mostar, in the Herzegovina, 
and Serajevo in Bosnia, were called into Constantinople, and the Turkish Army 
in Albania was broken up ; a portion of it being ordered to Bulgaria and the 
Danube, and 15 battalions proceeding by sea to Constantinople. Twenty-five 
battalions from Podgoritza and Scutari, on the frontier of Montenegro, were 
ordered to Constantinople, and a large force of fresh troops—90 battalions of 
Redifs (2nd Reserve) of the 1st and 2nd Class—were expected from Anatolia. 

According to an official report, towards the close of the year, Turkey 
about the time of the beginning of the armistice had 480 battalions under 
arms, 315 in Servia, Montenegro, and Bosnia; 18 in Epirus and Thessaly; 
16 at Constantinople ; 12 distributed in European Turkey; 15 in Crete ; 4 in 
Tripoli; 12 in Syria ; 20 in Yemen ; 20 about Bagdad ; and 48 in Anatolia. 

It was then in contemplation to form 150 new battalions by calling out 
that part of the Redif not yet called out. 

VIII. 
TURKISH FORTRESSES, STORES, GUNS, &c. 

According to intelligence received at the close of the year 1876, all the Danube fortresses, except Widdin, had been looked to. 
In Widdin there were 60 large Krupp guns and 85 others mounted. A military train of 1,200 wagons was being prepared. Two gunboats were added to the Dannbe flotilla. 
The flotilla on the river included 10 monitors, carrying 15 heavy guns. 

IX. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

I he following details about Bessarabia, its military resources, &c., are taken from the “ Neue Freie Presse ” of the 11th December 1876 “ The country around Kischenev offers no great resources for an army of 190,000 men ; it lacks the necessary conditions for the establishment of ̂ ood winter quarters. These conditions are only found in well-populated provinces dotted with towns and villages, well-cultivated, and intersected with a network of roads and rad ways. Nothing of the sort exists in this region. “Among the districts comprised in the zone of the cantonments that of Kischenev contains 3,190 inhabitants per square mile; that of Bender 1 260 • that of Tiraspol, 870 ; that of Akermann, 10,070 ; that of Bieltsy 1 200 -’that of Odessa (witnout the city), 630. The districts of Kischenev Bender Akermann, and Bieltsy belong to the Government of Bessarabia those of 'Tiraspol and Odessa to the Government of Odessa. 
. “In Bessarabia we find, according to the form of the ground two regions differing completely the one from the other. North of the line Gouragalbinskaya—Kaouchany, the country is accidented, covered with hills of considerable height, intersected with deep valleys with scarped and 
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rocky slopes. The soil is clay and marl, covered with 2 feet of black 
earth of very great fertility where there is plenty of water. There are also 
forests which preserve to the soil its humidity and prevent the rivers from 
drying up during the year. “ The Akermann district, situated south of the above line, and the districts 
of Odessa and Tiraspol to the east of the Dniester belong to the “ Steppe.” The 
Steppe is a gently undulating plain, the watercourses running at the bottom of 
shallow valleys. It is perfectly open, treeless, dries up in consequence very 
quickly, which renders it poor in water. The rivers which flow into the Black 
Sea are for the most part entirely dry in summer, or rather they are dammed up into reservoirs or ponds for the cattle. The only rivers of importance are the 
Dniester, 180 to 300 paces broad, and the Pruth 30 to 100 paces broad. 

“As regards railways there is only one line, Odessa—Kischenev—Jassy. 
Roads, as we understand the word, there are none. “ The villages are mostly built at the bottom of the valleys, as there is no 
water elsewhere. The localities inhabited by the Roumanians consist of 
low clay huts of one room. The few German and Bulgarian villages are better. 
The number of towns is limited. Kischenev has 96,000, Bender 22,000, 
Akermann 33,000, Tiraspol 9,500 inhabitants. Most of the houses are of wood. 
Thus, of the 1,464 houses in Bender, only 148 are of stone. 

The winter is the most variable season. It is often mild, with the thermometer 
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I. 
NARRATIVE. 

Jan 1877. Trustworthy intelligence in January described the line of the Pruth as held 
in observation by two regiments of Cossacks, distributed in guard-houses along the river in parties of 15 men, each with an officer. There were then no 
regular troops. The Head-Quarters of the Field Army were about to be moved to Chotin 
(on the Dniester), on the north-western frontier of Bessarabia, near the point where the frontiers of Russia, Roumania, and Austria meet. 

The Grand Duke Nikolas, Commander-in-Chief of the Army of the 
South, who had been much better, had had a relapse, and was still very ill; so 
much so that there was talk of nominating a successor to him. 

It was stated in January, but the news has not yet been confirmed or 
contradicted, that Austria was preparing for the mobilization of three Army- 
Corps, each of 30,000 men, one for service in Dalmatia, one for Transylvania, and the third for concentration on the Save. 

In the meantime, the Southern Army was hastening its preparations for 
crossing the Pruth. Two battalions of sappers, and two of pontoniers, 
provided with bridging material, were cantoned on the banks of the river, and an experimental bridge had been thrown over the river at Leovo with complete success. 

Towards the close of the month, the question of superseding the Grand Duke Nikolas was again mooted, and it appears probable that the state of his health will make it imperative to supersede him, but at the end of January he was still in command. 
Early in January, several superior officers of the Russian Army arrived at 

Jassy, and made an inspection of the neighbourhood, to ascertain its resources for the provisioning of troops. 
Arrangements were made for fixing special tariffs for the purchase of victuals, and large stores of provisions were being massed at the principal stations on the Jassy—Galatz line. 
The health of the troops in Bessarabia and Podolia was officially reported in January as very good. Feb. 1877. As no serious movement of the Russian Army took place during the month of February, intelligence from Bessarabia was much occupied^ with rumours of the Russian plans. They (the Russians) were credited with the intention of keeping the army mobilized in Bessarabia, or even crossing the Pruth, with the alternative objects of exhausting Turkey, who was less able to bear the strain upon her resources caused by a prolonged state of preparation for war; or of provoking an attack on her part which would give them the advantage of the defensive. Meanwhile, the defences of the fortresses of Southern Russia were being carefully looked to, and the army was continually being reinforced. J 
Negotiations, consequent upon the breaking up of the Conference at Constantinople, were believed to be in progress between the Great Powers but at Constantinople itself those powers were unrepresented, save by subordinate members of the Legations. The Russian Legation was withdrawn altogether, and affairs generally at the Turkish capital seemed to be in a state of chaotic confusion. The Sultan had abruptly dismissed his Grand Vizier, 
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Midhat Pasha, from whose influence in favour of peace much was expected, Fel) - 1877 * 
and who was the author of a new constitution given to his people by the 
monarch, as a concession to the demands of the Conference. 

Peace negotiations were understood to be in progress between Servia and 
Montenegro on the one hand, and Turkey on the other, to avoid a renewal of 
hostilities on the expiration of the armistice which was to end with the month 
of February. 

Early in February the presence of drift ice was reported on the Lower 
Danube, interrupting the river communication for the Turks, and compelling them to disembark their heavy stores and war material, destined for the various 
fortified places along the banks, at Varna, for conveyance by rail to Rustchuk, or over bad roads to the other points on the Danube. Simultaneously with 
this intelligence came that of the commencement of the collection of the war 
tax in Bulgaria. On the 11 th February, a military movement was begun which was stated 
to be purely experimental, to test the marching powers of the horses. At 
that time, thaw had set in, and the state of the roads was very had. The 
movement was called a military promenade from Kischinev to Odessa and back, a distance altogether of upwards of 200 miles, and there took part in it the 
General (Chief of the Staff) and Staff, and a force of Cavalry and Horse 
Artillery. The test was pronounced most satisfactory. At the same time, the troops about Kischinev w r ere regularly exercised 
in parade and other instruction manoeuvres, notwithstanding the daily increasing badness of the roads in Bessarabia. A forward movement towards the Pruth 
near Jassy, of 60,000 men from Balta was reported in the middle of February, but the report was not confirmed. From Bucharest, towards the end of 
February, spring weather was reported, and the departure of the snow : and 
from Vienna it was stated that a Turkish flotilla on the Danube had made 
a trial trip from the Sulina mouth of the river to Rustchuk and back. Other 
news denied the presence of any Turkish flotilla on the river. 

Towards the end of February, the Grand Duke Nikolas was again 
reported ill, and confined to his room. 

Austrian intelligence also relates that the presence of the large force in 
the south of Russia had caused great destitution and distress in the country, 
resulting in much crime. 

Constant rumours of a Russian advance were rife towards the end of the 
month. Nine bridges were said to be ready to throw over the Pruth, and the 
troops were constantly exercised at their construction; but the bridges were 
not carried quite across to the Moldavian side. 

The proposed Russian plan of action was said to be to enter Bulgaria at 
several points at once, so as to compel the Turkish commander to divide his 
army; and to enter with imposing forces, so as to invest the fortresses without 
weakening the advance. It was not proposed to attach very great importance to the Turkish quadrilateral formed by the fortresses Varna, Silistria, Rustchuk, * and Schumla. 

Putting the advance at eight Army-Corps, six regiments of heavy, and 
16 of light Cavalry, and 435 guns, it was calculated that the quadrilateral could easily be blockaded without weakening too much the force intended to 
operate in the open field, which, moreover, would have a powerful reserve in 
Southern Russia. 

The Grand Duke Kikolas had taken up his abode at Odessa. 
So far as the weather and state of the country would allow, the troops 

forming the Southern Army were being constantly exercised in drill and 
parade movements, and combined movements in the field on a large scale were 
being arranged for, especially about Chotin, Bender, and Akerman, although the severity of the climate had proved a great hindrance. 

Other accounts said the army was composed mainly of recruits, and was 
unfit to practice combined field manoeuvres on a large scale, and that the 
parades, of which so much was said, were merely recruit drills. 

During the month of March negotiations were in progress between the March 187 Great Powers, having for their object to avert the impending war between 
Russia and Turkey, and, as a preliminary, to bring about the demobilization of 
the Russian Army. It was assumed that the Czar was anxious in the same direction, and only 
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March 1877. desirous of getting a plausible pretext —“ a golden bridge”—to enable him to 

withdraw from a difficult and untenable position. 
Warlike preparations, however, were not interrupted. Lists were 

prepared at Kischinev of the numbers of troops, quantity of munitions of war, 
provisions, guns, stores, &c., for which transport to Jassy would be required, 
and forwarded to the Roumanian railway board. 

II. 

MOBILIZATION OF THE RUSSIAN ARMY. 

Jan. 1877. I n addition to the Russian armies of occupation and observation on the 
Turkish European frontier, described under the heading “ Russian Army 
Details,” the following troops had been mobilized in January, but were not 
then as yet formed into corps, nor had they received a united tactical 
formation:— 

Feb. 1877. 

1st Infantry Division. —Major-General Prochoroff; Chief of the Staff, Colonel Leslyr ; Head-Quarters, Lutsk. 
1st Brigade of Field Batteries.—Major-General Simanoff, at Ostrog. 17^ Infantry Division. —Major-General Hann ; Chief of the Staff, Colonel 

Dennett; Head-Quarters, Kamenetz-Podolsk. 
17th Brigade of Field Batteries.—Major-General Friede, at Litina. 
18th Infantry Division. —Major-General Nabut; Chief of the Staff, Colonel 

Micheef; Head-Quarters, Tcherkask. 
18th Brigade of Field Batteries.—Major-General Bogdanoff, at Jitomir. 
35th Infantry Division. —Major-General Rail; Chief of the Staff, Colonel 

Agon Dovanofsky; Head-Quarters, Zastava; and 
3oth Brigade of Field Batteries.—Colonel Feodorenko. 
It would appear that there was much confusion in carrying out the actual 

mobilization of a portion of the Russian Army at the close of 1876; that 
there was an insufficiency of stores and of transport, and that the actual 
strength of the troops was much under the estimated numbers. 

Great efforts were being made to remedy defects, and, before the end of the month, these were producing a visible result; but, by the most authentic 
January intelligence, dated about the 15th, there were only 118,000 men on the Turkish frontier, instead of 175,000, the official number. This force was then 
supplied with only two weeks’ provisions in the event of its taking the field 
against Turkey, and its means of transport were limited. According to a scale laid down by the Russian War Minister, the capital city was to provide horses, in the event of a declaration of war, to the Guard and troops of the St. 
Petersburg Circle, as follows:— 

Saddle horses, 637; Artillery, 2,492; for the No. 1 Train, 1,522; and for the No. 2 Train, 349; total, 5,000. It was reported, about the middle of February, that three more Army- Corps were about to be mobilized. 
Further details oi the original mobilization transpired gradually during this month. According to these, the confusion said to have prevailed was much exaggerated, and was due to the novelty of the experiment, and the inexperience 
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Among the mobilization and other details published in February were the Feb. 1877. 
following (many of which are dated January): — 

The Staff and batteries of the 4th Brigade of Horse Artillery of the Reserve was formed at the end of last year. The mobilization of the troops forming the Southern Army, under the Grand Duke Nikolas has, for some time, been complete. Such measures of reinforcement as are now being taken are for the augmentation of the strength of the existing battalions. Corps of Volunteers were about to be formed, 
including six “ Droujinas nobles,” two of Infantry and four of Cavalry, each 
having an effective strength of 1,000 men. These would be composed of members of the upper classes (la noblesse), following an example already set in the Caucasus, where there had also been organised “ droujinas,” composed of “ hommes du peuple.” This latter example was also to be followed in the south-west of Russia. 

The organization of the irregular forces of the empire was being rapidly pushed forward. Major-General Dandeville, long resident in Servia, was 
appointed to the General Staff of the irregular forces, on the recommendation of the Chief of the Staff of the Army of the South, and passed through Kischinev, on his way to St. Petersburg, to take up his duties. In February, there were rumours of the approaching mobilization of 12 regiments of the Guard, to reinforce the Southern Army. This would mean an increase to the latter of 54,000 men. It was as yet, however, a mere rumour. Another report was of the 
approaching mobilization of three fresh Army-Corps, to be despatched to 
Bessarabia, in addition to those already mentioned as said to be destined for the Upper Danube. There was, however, no authentic intelligence on either of these points. It was also said, in the middle of February, that six regiments from the Warsaw military circle were on their way to reinforce the Southern Army, and that all the local troops of the Governments of Kiev, Kharkov, Ekaterinoslav, and Kherson, computed altogether at 30,000 men, had received orders of readiness to march. 

Details of the original mobilization came to light from time to time 
during the month. 

It seems that, prior to the mobilization at the close of last year, it had been the practice of the recruits to undergo a training of six to eight months with the reserves, before joining the active army. According to recent orders, however, they were sent direct to the active army, and made 
up a good two-thirds of what was given out as the effective strength of the force in Bessarabia. Hence the marching and manoeuvres in which the forces about Bender, Tiraspol, and Odessa were said by the newspapers to be engaged, were, in all probability, mere ordinary recruits drill, which had not yet been mastered by the bulk of the army. It was stated that a cause of weakness in the Russian Army, and of confusion and shortcoming generally in the recent mobilization, was the absence of a complete knowledge, on the part of the War Office, as to the 
advantages likely to result from changes in organisation accomplished or 
contemplated. Among the Cossacks, tor instance, the plan to secure a 
uniformity of organisation between the isolated contingents of the Don, Kuban, Terek, and Ural had hardly taken shape, An order had been issued, prescribing certain details of organisation for the Cossacks of the Don, which were to have come into effect in 1875, but, after a short temporary trial, had remained a dead letter up to quite recently, when an attempt was made to renew them. According to this, the men were divided into three classes, regulated by age, passing from the first, the preparatory class (18 to 21 years of age), to the active class (from 21 to 33), and thence to the “ Ersatz ” (from 33 to 38). The first class received their training at home, which training was very pefective, from a lack of good officers. The second class were to receive theirs in the garrisons where the men were serving their regular time. Suddenly came the order of last year for mobilization, when the various Cossack headquarters 
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Feb. 1877. reached Kischinev, the remainder, including detachments from some 60 regiments 
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III. 
RUSSIAN ARMY DETAILS. 

Information, received in January, gave the following details respecting Jan. 1877. 
the Russian army. There were four corps on the line of the Pruth with head-quarters at 
Kischinev. 

The advanced guard was thrown forward to the frontier, and had with it 
two pontoon trains, each with a verst of bridging. The siege train reserve and ammunition columns were at Bender, the 
Engineer head-quarters at Kischinev. 

A fifth Corps was mobilized at Odessa, and a sixth in the Crimea. 
There were at Moscow and Kiev reserves to take the places of the four 

corps of the field army when they move forward. 
The information respecting the condition of the army in Bessarabia and 

its strength, received in the month of January, was very conflicting, the 
general tendency being to exaggerate numbers. 

The most trustworthy information respecting the distribution of the forces is 
that given in an official statement, which represents w T hat was known on the 
15th January of the disposition of the Russian troops, composing the armies 
of operation and observation on the European frontier of Turkey, under the 
command of His Imperial Highness the Grand Duke Nicholas, Commander-in- 
Chief, whose head-quarters were then at Kischinev, and of Lieutenant-General 
Semeka, whose head-quarters were at Odessa, which agrees with the statement 
already given. In addition to what have already been detailed were the following troops, not forming part of the Army-Corps, but under the direct orders of the 
Commander-in-Ohief. 

Escort of the Commander-In-Chief. —Two squadrons of Kuban and two of 
Terek Cossacks; one squadron of each pair being of the Guard, and the other 
of the Line ; at Kischinev. 

Two companies of Kuban Rifles. 
4th Brigade of Rifles, Major-General Zvietzinski, at Varzareshti, 3rd Brigade of Sappers at Kojnshna. 
1st Brigade of Sappers (the Guard). —A detachment of 100 men : 50 

Sappers at Kischinev, and 50 men of the Galvanic company at Odessa. 
Vnd Brigade of Sappers. —Its 3rd and 4th half-battalions of pontoniers, at 

Kischinev. 
Special Battalion. —For construction of military roads, &c., in course of 

formation at Moscow. 
Sailors of the Guard.'—Two companies, at Kischinev. 
Sailors from the Black Sea. —A detachment of 200 men, at Kischinev. 
Terek Cavalry Militia. —Four sotnias, at Kischinev. 
Artillery. —Two newly formed mountain batteries at Kischinev, a siege 

park of 400 guns in course of formation at Bender, and a Horse Artillery Park 
attached to the Cossacks, not forming part of the Cavalry Divisions, at 
Kischinev. 

Division of Cossacks of the Don. —Major-General Shumsheff; chief of the 
Staff, Colonel Ivanoff; usual head-quarters, Riazan; present head-quarters, Duhno ; composed of the following details :— 

21st regiment of Don Cossacks, at Papeluha; 23rd regiment of Don 
Cossacks, at Koduma; 2Gth, at Gorodishtchi; 29th, at Comrat; 30th, at 
Taraklia ; 31st, at Enikinbei (Kubei); 34th, at Labutna ; 35th, at Jabokritshi; 
37th, at Serhi; and 40th at Gaidar ; besides the following—8th battery of 
Don Cossacks, at Tomdi; 9th battery of Don Cossacks, at Pestchanka ; 10th, 
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Jan. 1877. at Kipintna; 11th, at Mejibuje ; 13th, at Pestchanka ; 16th, at Roono ; and 
17th, at Mejibuje. 

Gendarmes. —Third squadron, at Kischinev. 
Transport of Mobile Commissariat. —Divided into 14 sections, of 350 

country carts each, in course of formation at Kischinev, Pender, and Akerman. 
Artillery Reserve. —For the first line, destined for repairs only, at 

Kischinev. 
Artillery Depot. —For projectiles and powder, at Kischinev. 
Mobile Workshops.—At Kinchinev. 
Mobile Laboratory. —At Kischinev. 
Hospitals. —Within the districts of the armies of operation and observation 
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and general condition of the Russian troops, whose numbers were given Feb. 1877. 
variously from 140,000 to 180,000 men. Judging, however, from the scale in which the storage of supplies were being carried on, and the quantity of 
Artillery it was computed that the Russian commanders made an army of 
300.000 men the basis of their calculations. 

Various rumours were rife as to the sanitary condition of the troops in Bessarabia, generally to the effect that it was unsatisfactory. This was contradicted by an official statement from the Commander-in-Chief, from which the follow ing details are extracted:— 
The hospitals included in the statement were 34 in number, providing 19,922 beds, made up of— 
Two permanent hospitals at Bender and Tiraspol, providing respectively 415 and 207 beds; the hospital at Kischinev and a sanitary station for 

ophthalmia of 200 beds each ; and 30 provisional military hospitals, each of 630 beds. 
At the date of the return (January 1876), 13 of these hospitals were in readiness and provided with beds as follows:— 
The two permanent hospitals, 620 beds ; the Kischinev hospital and 

ophthalmia station, 400 beds between them. Of the provisional hospitals ;— 
Ko. 43, in Vinitza and the village of Strijevka, 307. No. 44, in Balta, 200. 
No. 48, in Bieltsy and the Grebovitsky Convent, 420. 
No. 49, in the hamlet of Kliastitsy, 100. 
No. 50, in the town of Orgeieff, 170. No. 58, in the town of Krementchug, 630 beds. 
No. 59, in the town of Tiraspol, 350 beds. 
No. 60, in the town of Kischinev, 420 beds. 
No. 61, in the town of Elizabethgrad, 420 beds; or a total of about 

4.000 beds. 
Of these hospitals, on the date of the return, 8th January, the occupation by the sick were as follows :— 

Sick. Permanent hospitals- —Tiraspol • • • • • • • 297 77 77 Bender • • • • • • • 189 77 # 77 Kischinev • • • • • • 166 Ophthalmia sanitary station • • • • • • 163 Military provisional hospital, No. 43 .. .. 42 77 77 48 29 7 - 77 >? ii 50 12 77 77 n n 58 402 57 77 n n 59 207 77 77 n n 60 318 77 77 n n 61 57 
or a total of about 1,882 sick. This is not a large proportion if the strength of the army be taken at 180,000 men. Cases of Typhoid in no instance exceeded the proportion of 6 per hospital, and there were no contagious diseases. In the above return there appears to be a slight increase in the 
proportion of sick since the last official statement, which gave the number on the 31st December of the preceding year as 1,624, or about three-quarters per cent, of the whole force. Later details in February estimate the Russian force in Bessarabia actually ready to move forward at four Army-Corps, mustering 120.000 men, 8,000 cavalry, and 430 guns; and calculate that its reinforcement 
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Feb. 1877. l n these miscellaneous computations from the newspapers of different 
countries there is a complete absence of details and generally ot such data as 
might be useful in testing the accuracy of the numbers quoted. # # . 

A statement from Bucharest ot a date near the last agrees with it in 
estimating the Russian strength on that side at 300,000 men, and speaks with 
special praise of the artillery and of the excellence of the sanitary arrangements 
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Oi 

A February letter from Odessa details the garrison of that place and its l 877 - 
suburbs, Perdsip and Moldavanka, at one Infantry Division ; 6 Cavalry regiments, 
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March 1877. WC re then found an admirable shelter both in hot and cold weather, and besides 

being in many respects more convenient than the ordinary canvas tents, were 
much cheaper. Each of these tents was capable of sheltering twenty men or ten sick, and 
five of them were ordered for each of the thirty temporary military hospitals. 

They were manufactured at Orenburg at a cost of 140 roubles each, to 
to which sum 45 roubles must he added for the carriage of each tent by rail to 
Kischinev, making the total cost of the whole 150 tents when delivered at the 
latter place, 27.750 roubles. 

There were also sent from Orenburg to Kischinev—with the tents a proportion 
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Large depots of stores were being formed at Kischinev; and the other J&n. 1877. 
depots of the empire continued uninterruptedly, the despatch of stores towards 
the Pruth. 

Intelligence in February related that preparations were being made in Feb. 1877. 
Roumania for the reception of large bodies of troops, at Galatz, Buzeo, and 
Kalarasch. 

Also, that a fleet of small steamers, to be used in the passage of rivers, had 
been collected in the South of Russia. There were said to be 16 of them of 
horse power varying between 6 and 20. The defences of Nikolaev had been 
strengthened, and the banks of the river Bug lined with batteries. 

Of the three circular ironclads possessed by Russia, two were in the Black 
Sea; one at Nikolaev and the other at Sebastopol. The third was at 
Kronstadt. 

Telegraphic communication was established between the Imperial Palace 
at Odessa, where the Grand Duke Nikolas, still very ill but still in command of 
the Field Army, was temporarily staying, and all the coast batteries about 
Odessa; and the bay of Odessa was so unsafe for merchant shipping owing to 
the torpedoes and mines laid down for the defence of the harbour, that it was 
necessary to station pilot vessels at the entrance to guide foreign vessels 
through these hindrances, and similar measures had to be adopted at the mouth 
of the Dnieper and the straits of Yenikale, near Kertch. 

The storage of supplies, ammunition, and w arlike material, &c., reported from Kischinev in February was on a grand scale. An eye-witness, relating what fell under his own observation, speaks of a bridge ; of 13 steam launches 
large enough for ocean service; two large barges; five torpedo boats to operate 
against the Turkish gunboats, and a large accumulation of rolling-stock at all 
the railway stations. A thousand horses had also been recently purchased for 
the train. From Frankfort it was annonnced that the Russian Government 
had concluded a contract at Mayence for 150,000 pairs of shoes. 

It appears that the Russian Government was drawing largely on America 
for warlike stores, chiefly gunpowder. A letter from Philadelphia mentions the 
arrival at New York in February of 150 tons of gunpowder for immediate 
shipment. News from Kischinev towards the end of February was to the effect that 
the Russians had entered into fresh contracts for provisions and forage to be 
ready by the 20th of May, in Roumania. 

In February a quantity of shrapnel was directed to be sent to the western 
fortresses. 

A service of carrier pigeons had been established to connect the various 
fortresses and points of strategical importance. For this purpose 400 pigeons were imported from Berlin in January. A letter from Kischinev, published in February, speaks of the train 
equipment as having been for wrecks massed at the railway station ready to 
move, and as having with it 24 small pontoons in pieces, and others of a larger scale, and a quantity of naval stores. 

February intelligence alludes to the extreme efficiency as regards armament, 
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Rb. 1877. 

March 1877. 

Jan. 1877. 

Feb. 1877. 

A February letter from Odessa gives the armament of that place for coast 
defence at 88 guns of position, and relates that there had been recently added 
to the defences of Otchakow some floating batteries, mounting among them 
28 guns; and gives the Otchakow garrison at 8,000 men, including marines. 

At Kischinev and Odessa, contracts were invited in March, and merchants 
and others requested to submit terms for the delivery of large quantities ot 
provisions during the month of April, at Jassy and Gmrgevo, and various 
Roumanian towns between the two points. 

V. 

RAILWAYS, ROADS, BRIDGES, &c. 

Besides the bridges over the Pruth, mentioned in Captain Clarke’s 
(Deputy-Assistant Quarter-Master-General) paper on “ The steps which Russia 
would take should she determine to occupy the principalities in the spring, 
there is a floating bridge described as follows:— 

It is somewhat above Husch, a place about 35 miles south-east of Jassy. 
It will bear a cart, or anything of that kind, but nothing more, being ill- 
constructed. 

The other bridges over the Pruth alluded to above appear to be three 
besides the railway bridge at Sculiani. A road bridge at Sculiani, one at 
Falshi, a few miles below Leovo, and one at W oduly Isakchi, a few miles north of 
Reni. Below Husch, the Pruth valley is a series of lakes and marshes only 
traversed by country paths and not easily to be temporarily bridged for military 
purposes. In Captain Clarke’s paper above referred to occurs the following passage: —“ Should the Russians desire to throw across an additional bridge they would 
probably select to do so at the point near Hus (or Husch), where the country 
road down the left bank meets that down the right.” This appears to describe 
with sufficient accuracy the actual site of the above-mentioned floating bridge. 

Generally speaking, the Kischinev—Jassy line is badly constructed. A 
landslip of the bank, near the Korneshti station, such as might easily he 
brought about by an enemy, would suffice to stop all traffic for a long time. 

An addition was ordered in January to the Russian railway rolling-stock, 
of 150 carriages suitable for the transport of sick and wounded soldiers. 

Intelligence dated the middle of January, was to the effect that the state 
of the Kischinev—Jassy line, near Korneshti, had been looked to ; and that 
works had recently been undertaken to strengthen the crumbling embankments 
and guard against landslips, and it was stated that that part of the line was in 
good order, though closed to public traffic. 

On the l7th January confidential instructions were despatched to the 
managing offices of 54 Russian lines of railway, directing the necessary steps to be taken for being prepared, if required, to suspend all ordinary goods traffic after the 27th January, with a view to the possibility of the lines being then required exclusively for the transport of troops. An extensive order was issued in February by the Russian Government to 
the railways to add ambulance carriages to their rolling-stock. It was stated to be the intention of the Russians, when moving forward, to 
advance as much as possible by road and leave the railway lines for the conveyance 
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In February, all the railway officials in South Russia were put under the 1877 
orders of the military authorities. The ordinary goods traffic, however, on the 
southern railway lines was not interrupted. Intelligence early in the month 
announced that during the month further transport on the southern lines would 
be required for 45,000 men. 

Towards the end of January and beginning of February, a large increase 
was made to the rolling-stock of the southern lines. The Kiev line alone had 
received an additional 380 carriages. Some had been purchased and the rest 
borrowed from other railways. 

VI. 

ROUMANIA, SERVIA, &c. 
The Servian forces in January were estimated at two Army-Corps, each of Jan 1877 

32,000 men, with 96 guns; but the whole Servian army was in such confusion 
that it was doubtful how far these numbers represented an actually disposable 
force. At the same time it was announced that the Servian Government was 
making great preparations. The first-class of reserves were called out and 
were to be stationed at Gladova and Negotin, both of which were fortified, and 
the works at Deligrad were being increased and strengthened. A line of 
entrenchments had been thrown up between Deligrad and Kruschewatz and • 
forts constructed at Parakjin and Kjuprija in the Morava valley. Servia had 
obtained 100,000 Remington rifles by the aid of Russia. 

The Russian Volunteers in Servia were broken up. The Russian General 
Nikitin, who was charged to settle certain questions at issue between them and 
the Servian Government, decided against the former, and the majority of them 
left the country to return to Russia, a minority proceeding to form a separate 
Corps in Roumania. Later intelligence announced that these volunteers 
received instructions from their own Government to await further orders at 
Turn-Severin. 

In the event of a Russian Legion being formed for Servia, General 
Now r ossoloff, was named as its probable commander. 

Important negotiations—no details of which, however, have transpired— Feb 1877 
were in progress during the month of February, between the Russian and 
Roumanian Governments respecting the possible passage of the troops of the 
former through the territory of the latter. 

It was reported from Galatz at the end of February that the Roumanian 
troops were about to occupy Barbosi, on the railway near Galatz, to anticipate 
its possible seizure by the Turks. 

Earlier in the month (the order is dated 7th) all reserves under arms were 
directed to be sent home. 

A project had been discussed for establishing a neutral zone in Roumania, 
in the event of war breaking out. To discuss this and other questions the 
Roumanian Government was represented at Kischinev by several superior 
officers. The Russian Chief of the Staff recognised the impractibility of the 
neutral zone idea and it was abandoned. 

VII. 

THE TURKISH ARMY. 

There are no accurate data to hand of the strength and distribution of Jau. 1877. 
the Turkish Army in the month of January, or even such as would enable a 
tolerably reliable estimate to be formed from balancing the conflicting reports. 
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The same correspondent stated that orders had been issued to the Feb - 1877 - 
direction of the Adrianople railway to prepare for the immediate transport to 
the interior ot 24 battalions, to be followed in a week by seven others. 

A Vienna authority, writing in February, declares that all the efforts of 
the Turks will not enable them to assemble more than 100,000 men in 
Bulgaria. In March the Turkish strength at Widdin (exclusive of a force of 40,000 March 1877. 
men it was proposed to concentrate in an entrenched camp there), was given at 
71 battalions of Infantry of the line, 12 squadrons of Cavalry, and 12 
batteries of Artillery, told off into two divisions. In addition to these there 
were five battalions distributed between Rustchuk, Palanka and Lorn, to keep 
up the communications between the different fractions of the force lining the 
Danube. The total strength of this force was given at 60,000 men. 

VIII. 
TURKISH FORTRESSES, STORES, &c. 

Rustchuk .—Opposite side of the Danube to Giurgevo. About 100 Feb. 1877. 
yards from the Giurgevo landing place, in the stream of the Danube, is an 
island about half-a-mile in width, and distant some 700 or 800 yards from the 

r Turkish side of the river. On it are the remains of two batteries facing 
south, probably Russian ones of 1854. The island is a mile and a half below 
the town of Rustchuk, opposite the terminus of the Rustchuk—Varna railway. 

The enceinte of the Rustchuk fortress is of very ancient date and weak in 
profile, the relief being about 25 ft. at most. It was out of repair, escarp and 
counter-scarp crumbling into the ditch in many places. The fortress and forts 
contained many powder magazines, badly protected and conspicuously placed, 
in which much powder was stored. The Rustchuk forts were 12 in number, 
none of them constructed to meet the requirements of rifled Artillery. Hence 
Rustchuk is described as practically without defence, though affording an 
unusually good position for an army of 30,000 to 40,000 men. The key of the 
position is a hill on which a permanent fort, likely to be ready in two or three 
months, was being constructed. This hill is commanded by another to the 
south-east, about 600 yards to the west of the Rustchuk—Schumla road, on which 
it is intended to build another fort. Of existing fortifications at Rustchuk, the 

a most perfect were a redoubt on the banks of the river, about 300 yards from 
the enceinte, and 200 to the north of the Rustchuk—Silistria road. It was the 
intention of the Turks to arm the forts at Rustchuk with 240 guns, but in 
February no guns were mounted except a few smooth-bores in the enceinte. 
Of the 240 guns only a limited number were to be rifled (about 42). 

The Turks had only 11 or 12 rifled guns of position north of Schumla. 
54 had recently been landed at Varna, for which place 44 of them were 
destined, and further cargoes of guns were arriving before the end of the 
month. 

There was no certain information as to the force at Rustchuk. It was 
stated at 9,000 Infantry, and there were contradictory reports about the 
presence of two field batteries of Artillery. It was allowed that the garrison 
was very unhealthy, but there were only 120 men in hospital. 

Turtukai .—An important point on the Danube, between Rustchuk and 
Silistria, opposite Oltenitza; in itself a dirty little Turkish village, without 
defences, troops, or telegraph. Silistria .—The nominal garrison in February was 12,000 men, but there Feb. 1877. 
were only 90 men in the hospital, so the paper force was probably in excess of 
the real one. There were two field batteries, with light breech-loading brass 
guns, probably of similar calibre to English nine-pounders, and no cavalry. The 
fortifications of Silistria were inspected in February by an English officer, from 
whom a report on the subject may be expected. 
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Schumla .—The Turks have recently built one new fort on a hill named 
Boush-Tepe (five hills), to the north-west of the town. It is well placed, of 
irregular shape, and is to mount 12 guns. Three lunettes are to be built in 
front of the fort. There are two other large forts in process of construction, 
one a star fort to the south-east and the other a German fort to the south. 

In February, the garrison numbered less than 10,000 Infantry, composed of two brigades, each brigade cpnsisting of two regiments, and each regiment of 
three battalions. There were also a regiment of Cavalry and some field batteries, the reported numbers varying between four and eight. Of these some had 
Armstrongs, and muzzle-loaders and breech-loaders were mingled together. There are eight or nine old forts, dating from 1828 and 1829, or from the 
Crimean war, valuable against field artillery, but useless against heavy ordnance ; all much out of repair, and with no guns mounted except a few old 
smooth-bores. 

Schumla from its natural advantages is a very strong position, and is well 
protected from investment by high hills and impassable forests to the morth- 
west. The new forts are upwards of a mile in advance of the old ones and 
crown an admirable defensive position for a large army. News from America in February mentions that Turkey had been engaged since 1870, and was still, in procuring warlike stores, chiefly arms and 
cartridges. One company, the “ Winchester,’’ at Newhaven, was credited with 
having already sent a hundred million of cartridges] and cartridge shells to 
Constantinople. The strength of the Turkish Navy was officially stated in February at 116 
ships, of a total burden of 101,102 tons, armed with 759 guns, and was 
according to Vienna intelligence manned by about 16,000 men. 

Turkey was also credited (by report) with having 15 monitors on the Danube. 
As regards what has been said above respecting the Turkish fortresses on the Danube, however incapable they may be of resisting a vigorous attack under modern conditions, it appears established by intelligence received towards the end of February that recently, important works had been in 

progress to render them efficient, and that therefore the defensive power of the river line is very different from what it was a year ago. In confirmation of what has been said of the supply of arms, &c., obtained from America by the Turks, a consignment of 200,000 Martini-Henry rifles, and 30,000 revolvers was due in February. March 1877. News from Turkey in March described the fortresses of Silistria, Schumla and Varna as in a perfect state of defence, both as regards garrison and 
armaments, and the Commander-in-Chief was in communication with the forts on the Danube, with a view to filling up as quickly as possible all gaps still 
existing in the ranks of the garrisons. It was resolved to concentrate 40,000 men in an entrenched camp near Widdin, and at the other extremity of the line of the Danube works were being thrown up for the defence of the plain of the Dobrudscha. T he Krupp guns already mentioned as having arrived at Varna had been distributed among the Danube fortresses. A star fort battery had been erected facing Kalafat. 

Jan. 1877. 

IX. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

Nothing is more remarkable than the conflicting nature of the rumour received about the beginning of the year from Bessarabia of the condition o the Russian Army. These varied between the extremes of inefficiency confusion, and disorganization on the one hand, and their opposites on th< other As the month of January wore on opinion seemed to lean toward the latter view, and it was held that though undoubtedly the commencemen o mo nhzation showed many weak points in the system, the energy subse quently put forth m every department had remedied defects; and it was said to b( to the interest of Russia that her army should appear in the eyes of Europe lesi efficient than it really was. There is no doubt that foreigners at Kischinev 
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newspaper correspondents and others, found few facilities afforded them for j an . 1877. 
obtaining information, but the reports of witnesses as to what they actually did see suggest the idea of a really efficient and formidable army. The climate of Bessarabia is unhealthy, and subject to epidemics, and by intelligence dated the middle of January, the sanitary condition of the Russian Army in the provinces was unsatisfactory. About Kischinev, 
diphtheria had made great havoc. 

Towards the end of the month there was severe frost about Bucharest, and the freezing over of the Danube was anticipated. The Conference of the Great Powers sitting at Constantinople broke up in the latter days of January. 
February intelligence mentions the arrival at Odessa of 140 Russian Feb. 1877. families that no longer regarded the Turkish capital as a safe residence. Besides these, numerous Russian residents in other parts of Turkey had returned home. 
The armistice between Turkey and Servia expired with the month of 

February, but though no definite peace was signed, diplomatic negotiations were in progress, which for the time averted a renewal of hostilities. 
It was reported in March that navigation at Odessa was suspended on March 1877 account of the severe frost. 

٣١ المرجع: IOR/L/MIL/17/16/20 حق النشر: المُلكية العامة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100044879527.0x000020 :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100044879527.0x000020?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


"الحرب الروسية-التركية، ١٨٧٧. العمليات في أوروبا." [١٦ظ] (٦٦/٣٢)

32 

APRIL 1877. 

PAGE 
I. Narrative .. 
II. Mobilization of the Russian Army III. Russian Army Details .. .. .. 
IV. Movements of Troops, Stores, War 

Materials, &c. 

PAGE 
Y. Railways, Roads, Bridges, &c. .. 
YI. Roumania, Servia, &c. .. 
VII. The Turkish Army VIII. Turkish Fortresses, Stores, &c... 
IX. Miscellaneous 

I. 
NARRATIVE. 

April 1877. During the month of April there were continuous rumours of a forward 
movement of the Russian troops in Bessarabia towards the Roumanian frontier, 
but these reports were unaccompanied by the details necessary for identifying the various fractions of the army said to he in motion, nor was there any reliable news of real importance till towards the latter part of the month. 

The armistice between Turkey and Montenegro extired at midnight of the 
12th and 13th April, and was not renewed. 

On the 23rd of April, official notice was given of the rupture of diplomatic relations between Russia and Turkey. Unofficial intelligence of about the same date mentioned the arrival of the 
Russian Emperor at Kischinev, and his having reviewed the troops. Also 
that the roads in Roumania were still impassable, and likely to remain so for 
some time. 

This last intelligence is confirmed by trustworthy information from St. 
Petersburg, dated the 11th, according to which the roads will not be practicable for at least three weeks. 

Intelligence from Bucharest announces that a Russian General of 
Engineers, with his staff, had gone to Kalafat to inspect and take charge of 
the works there. 

It was stated in the newspapers that the Turks had made all their 
preparations to anticipate the Russians at the Barbosi railway bridge, over the 
Sereth, between Galatz and Braila, and to destroy the bridge. This was about 
the latest news before the outbreak of the war. 

On the night of the 24th of April, Lord Derby announced to the House 
of Lords his having received intelligence, an hour or two previously, of the 
passage across the frontier of 1,700 Russian troops. This news was followed rapidly by that of the formal declaration of war with Turkey by Russia (the declaration being dated 12th-24th April), and of the successful seizure of the Barbosi bridge by the Russian Flying Division, under Lieutenant-General Skobeleff (the same who, in 1876, was appointed Governor of Ferghana, in Central Asia). It appears, that for political reasons, the declaration of war by Russia, and the passage across the frontiers, were advanced at least a fortnight. This may account for subsequent apparent delay in the military operations on the European side, as the preparations were not complete when the troops moved forward. 

The points at which the Russian troops are stated to have crossed the Pruth are three, at Sculiani, Leovo, and opposite Bolgrad. By the latest April news, two new corps appear upon the scene and take 
up positions vacated by the active army. These are the 13th and 14th Corps, which, at the end of the month, were heard of respectively at Jitomir and Kischinev. 

By news of the same date, the number of Russian troops that had crossed the Roumanian frontier was given at from 28,000 to 30,000 men, and these were concentrating about Galatz and Barbosi. Several pieces of artillery had been placed in position, to protect the railway bridge at the latter place. 
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The badness of the roads had apparently made it necessary to use the railway for the conveyance of troops—Infantry (as well as for that of stores ana war materials), more than had been originally intended. Ihe disembarkation from the railway of troops destined for such points up the Danube as Kalafat Flamunda, Turnu Margureli, Giurgevo, and Kalarasch, appears to be taking place at Marazesti, whence the high road leads by Fock- bam and Rimmik, and meets the railway again at Buzeo. Army head-quarters, it was ® a id, would be successfully transferred from Sculiani to Buzeo, and from -Kuzeo to Ployesti. 
According to the lastest April intelligence, the general situation seems to have been as follows:— 
The Russians were advancing parallel to the Danube, up the river, in two columns. * 

, ', 0f , adva nce no details were to hand, except, that the advanced guard 
1 if 1 y orm f d froops pushed forward from those being concentrated about Galatz and Barbosi) had reached Braila, which point and Galatz, and the Barbosi bridge between them, were held by the 11th Corps of Lieutenant- General Prince Schahovskoi. Ismail and Kilia, on the Russian side of the liuth, south of Bolgrad and north of the Kilia estuary of the Danube, were occupied by the 36th Division, belonging to the 7th Army-Corps. These operations and concentrations on the left were then said to be preparatory to a passage of the Danube at Galatz, and an entrance into the Dobrudscha as so ̂ n a § the occupation of other points up the river had been effected. 
• information from St. Petersburg, names Giurgevo as the pomt at which the main body of the Russian Army will most probably cross the Danube. r j 

II. 
MOBILIZATION OF THE RUSSIAN ARMY. 

Russia was stated to have organised and put on a war footing, during the month of April, nine fresh army-corps, exclusive of the Guard Corps, which latter includes three divisions of Infantry, two of Cavalry, “three brigades of Artillery, and one of Chasseurs.” It is stated that there is a great deficiency of officers in the active army engaged in the operations, and that a similar deficiency exists in the 13th and 14th Corps. 

r hi. 
RUSSIAN ARMY DETAILS. 

Official information from Vienna, received in April and dated 7th March gives the details and distribution of the Southern Army, which it is needless to recapitulate, as it is the same as has already been given in the portions of this chapter for preceding months. The numerical strength, however, is not quite the same, and there are one or two remarks that conflict with former repoits. For instance, it is said not to be decided whether the coast Army of Observation will reinforce the active Army of Operation directly, or whether this reinforcement will be done by a new mobilization of other corps. It was calculated that there would be amply sufficient time for any needful measures of reinforcement during the six weeks which the troops will require for their march to the Danube. 
The numerical strength is thus given:— 
Army of Operation.—Four Corps, numbering 144,000 men, 32,800 horses and 432 guns. 
Army of Observation.—72,000 men, 16,400 horses, and 216 <nins. Total Field Army.—210,000 men, 49,200 horses, 648 guns. To supplement the above information, comes intelligence from St. Petersburg, 
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April 1877. It refers to statements by Prince Gortschakoff, Count Schouvaloff, and 
the Russian press, estimating the Russian forces ready to march against 
Turkey at half-a-million of men, to deny these assertions, as exaggerations. 
The information is based on a close examination of the latest Russian official 
returns. 

The statement itself is dated March 16th, and the Russian return referred 
to, January 12th. 

The information is as follows :— 
Troops under immediate command of the Archduke Nicholas, all told .. 210,000 
13th and 14th Corps d’Armee (new organisation), stationed at Kiev 

and Jitomir, all told .. .. .. .. .. • • • • 55,000 
Total . 205,000 

Deducting non-combatants, there remain— 
Troops under command of Grand Duke Nicholas .. .. .. .. 185,000 
13th and 14th Corps d’Annee .. .. .. .. .. • • • • 50,000 

Total 235,000 

Deducting from above, Artillery and Engineers, and men of Artillery and 
Engineer parks, there remain— 

Troops under Grand Duke Nicholas .. .. .. .. •. • • 150,000 
13th and 14th Corps d’Armee .. .. .. .. .. .. • • 40,000 

Total 190,000 

The Army of the Caucasus (with which this paper is not concerned), with 
similar deductions made, is given at 40,000 men, raising the foregoing 
total to 230,000. From this whole strength, 20,000 men are deducted for sick, leaving a 
force of 210,000 combatants to represent the armies in Europe and the 
Caucasus, with which Russia is prepared to attack Turkey. 

The writer infers that the deficit in men has been partially reduced since 
the date of the despatch, but that, with regard to officers, the position must be 
much the same as it was. 

Former information from the same cpiarter alluded to an immense deficit 
of officers in the Army of Bessarabia; and it only remains to add that, in the 
13th and 14th Army-Corps, there are deficient 600 officers. 

The following information is from the ordinary sources :—Intelligence from Galatz, dated the 20th April, refers to the question of the reinforcement 
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Regiment of Don Cossacks (six sotnias) under Colonel Orlow, Colonel Leviz- April 
ov-Menar’s Regiment of four sotnias of Terek Cossacks, Colonel Pankratow s 
Irregular Militia Regiment of four sotnias of Terek Mountaineers, and a Don 
Cossack battery of Horse Artillery, with mountain guns. 

IV. 

MOVEMENTS OF TROOPS, STORES, WAR MATERIAL, &c. 

Towards the end of the month, it was reported that the Russians—having 
occupied Braila and Galatz—were actively employed in placing torpedoes in 
the Danube, opposite those points. 

Of four Russian gunboats brought hy rail to Galatz, two had been 
launched. . 

2,200 sacks of Russian grain w r ere delivered at Galatz, trom Odessa, on 
the loth of April. At the end of last month there were rumours, not authenticated, and 
given without detail, of the withdrawal of troops from Odessa to Poti, for 
operations on the Asiatic side. 

At the close of the month the state of the Russian transport was said to 
be unsatisfactory. There w r as not enough of it, a state of things likely to be 
felt more as the troops moved on. (This information, from a trustworthy 
source, is at variance with unofficial news.) 

V. 

RAILWAYS, ROADS, BRIDGES, &c. 

At the end of April heavy inundations near Ungheni were interfering 
seriously with the Russian transport. 

Materials were being collected for a floating bridge over the Sereth, near 
Sherbesti, and 100 flat-bottomed barges had been ordered by the Russian 
Consul at Galatz. The official intelligence announcing this (dated 17th), added 
that the Consul required the barges in ten days, but that they would not be 
ready for thirty. The carrying capability of the Roumanian railway, when the Russians 
began their advance, was given at about 18 trains a-day. As a preparation for 
that advance, 900 railway carriages had been collected at various points along 
the line between Kischinev and Jassy. 

The telegraph lines between Ungheni and Jassy had been worked by 
Russian officials for some time previously, and, since the 20th, goods traffic by 
railway across the Russo-Roumanian frontier had been stopped. 

On the 23rd, the 3rd Battalion of the Russian Railway Service Brigade 
reached Jassy. 

VI. 

ROUMANIA, SERVIA, &c. 
A special convention secures Bucharest from Russian occupation during 

the passage of the Czar’s troops through other parts of the province of 
Roumania. 
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Apul 1877. It was the intention of the Government to concentrate troops in that 
by CrkLh irregular? 

Pr ° teCtl0n ° f the Ca P ital a S ainst an anticipated attack 

tlmt r nnnn thlS c ? ncentration > !t is notified from Galatz, on the 16th April, that 6,000 Roumanian troops were expected there in a few days. ^ 

VII. 
THE TURKISH ARMY. 

Russian semi-official intelligence, dated April o-ives th^ Qtmwn c 
.rs 

i f eiT1 P lo y men t against Montenegro; 60,000 at Widdin • 20 OOO between Rustchuk and Silistria ; 8,000 at the extreme west nf ihn W ’ ? 0 ’ 000 

Kalafat Oltemtza, or Gmrgevo, on the north bank of the Danube 
4 ̂  

VIII. 
TURKISH FORTRESSES, STORES, &c. 

News from Bucharest, of the 17th nf a«*.;i w. a- ^ Krupp guns at Bustchuk (probably field-guns for thTT‘T i^a arrival of ̂  Gvo Turkish iron-clads off the moUs o/the Danube. my) J and ° f 

IX. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

of peculatin’on a 
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I. 
NARRATIVE. 

Up to the 5th of May, as far as the general situation was known, there May 1877. 
was little change since the end of last month. 

The left wing of the Russian Army rested on, and was strengthening its 
positions on, the left hank of the Danube from Braila to Galatz and Reni; and 
this position was prolonged through Ismail and Kilia, as far as the mouth of the 
river, by a division from the Coast Army, the 36th, from the 7th Army-Corps 
of which the Head-Quarters were at Odessa. 

Prince Schahovskoi’s 11th Corps held the positions from Braila to Reni, 
inclusive of Galatz and Sherbesti and intermediate villages. 

No further movement other than across the Danube was to be anticipated 
from this part of the force, which became a pivot round which the rest ot the 
active army was believed to be wheeling to the left to take up, as quickly as 
difficulties of bad roads and other obstacles would allow, positions along the 
north bank of the river. 

Army head-quarters were to be transferred successively from Jassy to 
Buzeo and Ploesti, but as yet were not advanced beyond Kischinev. It is difficult 
to arrive at a correct estimate of the number of Russian troops actually in 
Roumania, as the figures given vary from 40,000 to 250,000. It is probable 
that the strength was not less than 60,000 up to the 5th of May, including the 
troops in position on the Lower Danube and those moving up the river. 

Hobart Pasha, the Commander-in-Chief of the Turkish Navy, who was on 
the Danube when the war broke out, successfully ran a blockade down the 

r- river under the Russian guns, and having joined the fleet was credited (by 
newspaper report) with the intention of bombarding Odessa. No collision ot 
much importance had as yet taken place on the Danube between the lurks and 
the Russians. 

The above is a general summary of the state of things in Roumania 
according to such intelligence as was to hand up to the 5th of May. 

The following detals of this intelligence are, of course, liable to contradiction 
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May 1 s 77 . The Head-Quarters of the 11th Corps were at Galatz, and Prince bchahovskoi, its commander, had issued orders for all merchant shipping at that place and Braila to be clear of those ports by 6 o’clock on the evening of Saturday, the 28th of April. As regards the other flank of the .Russian adv ance, up to the 5th of May there was no authentic intelligence further than that the advanced guard had reached Buzeo (where the road that diverges from the railway at Marazesti rejoins the line), and that Russian troops pro- ceeding by rail were passing round Bucharest bound for Giurgevo. Rumour 

) P° sltl0 i; s '" erc taken U P and strengthened along the north ank of the Danube, from Giurgevo to Oltenitza, and that, in addition to the loops bound for Giurgevo, others moving past Bucharest by rail had gone on y tiam on the other line towards Krajovo. No troops had entered the town 
conflimfr 0 ’ P 01 arG - the . nimours of Russian troops to the west of Bucharest 
ihn p - Roumanian troops were moving into position on the Danube on the Russian right, and had occupied Kalafat with 12,000 men and 24 guns. ms occupation was about simultaneous with the first exchange of shots between tlie I urks and Russians, in which some Turkish shells fell into the Roumanian town of Braila, and did some slight damage. This may have had some efleet in disposing of the doubtful question of the neutrality of Roumania In any case, it becomes apparent from this time forth that tha/provinee is to be considered as an ally of Russia and at war with Turkey. 
in cJ'^rr ab °ff t th 1 e T? oumanian troo P s - The Russian Commander- in-une is said to have offered Prince Charles of Roumania his choice between distributing Ins soldmrs throughout the Russian Army, and disbanding them 
T e Pn, ‘ . eel "l ed t0 do elther ' and th « matter was ultimately compromised’ fhe Roumanian Army was to form a separate force complete in itself underlts 
r^::i erte Chief c °r and ° f the t 
Rrsskn Armv ’ hatlS t0 Say ’ 0n tlle ri « ht flank thc 
Kalafat as abo’ve related a Division was sent to occupy 

The exchange of shots alluded to above between the Turks and RusG«n« 
Uvn'r ^r i° n t ie 3rd ° f Maj ’ betweenthe Russian batteries near Braila and 
no recorl'of m0mt °^ ^ ^ '' as renewed thc following day, but there ”s 0 lecoid of serious damage being done on either side. The withdrawal of thp 

,1 * ”' h » ™ 
n As regards the future, the best information named the central rmGtion 

Russtn ^ P ro ̂ b,e P oint of for the main bod/of the 
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General Chesney, quoted in Confidential Memorandum No. 0622 of this Office 
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the former about midway between Buzeo and Bucharest, and the latter on the Ma y 187 
road to Kalarasch, opposite Silistria. It would appear proboble that these 
reports may be all due to the active arrival of Russian troops at Ursicini; as 
from this latter point a road runs through Slobodzia to Gura Jalonitza, on the 
Danube opposite Hirsova, while another road diverges from it at Slobodzia and 
runs south to Kalarasch. 

The official notification of the blockade of the Russian coast of the Black 
Sea as far on the European side as the Kilia estuary, is dated Constantinople, 
May 3rd, the blockade to have effect from the 1st. The last news of any importance 
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May 1877. 

III. 
RUSSIAN ARMY DETAILS. 

kojtsetzk^CMefo^Ihe^toffi 
6611 aPP ° inted Aide t0 General Ne P°- 

Intelligence from Vienna, dated the 4th of May, gives some details of the Russian Army, Of ".hich the Mowing bear upon tL European opemtions - 
n 
b 
ne ArmvT 7 en f^ ed ln operations is now considered to include nme Army-Corps—the original four corps of the army of operation • the two corps of the army of observation (of which the 10th corps guards the Crimea and the northern shore of the Black Sea, while the 7th has pushed forward a Division into Rouman.a to feel the left of the advancing army) and three 

SU? 9th lltr 
0 
fM and I : 0d0lia ’ the 4th ’ 13th > and Hti: The 7th, 

to 1 V !, nd 12th Corps are describ ed as in Roumania, or on the march 
lfiWo; d r lil eir c r 0 es " ves > tlle 4 th, 13th and 14th are said to muster an 
of nto noo ength ° f j 47 ; 000 Infantr y. 24,000 Cavalry and 804 guns T a total 3Ow,000 men; and the 10th Corps is given at 30,000 Infantrv 3 000 Cavalry, and 108 guns, or a total of 43,000 men. ’ 0 
Cm™ • 15th rnfa "‘ r y Division that is, the 2nd Division of the 7th Army- Corps—is now mentioned as on the march to inm ‘icfn tv • • • f/ positions south of Bolgrad, about ReS—Ismail—Kilia. 

6 ^ DmSI ° n “ the 
Ihe Russian strength in the neighbourhood of Barbosi and Galatv is of 32-16.,,,. 2,000cSA; Zi; 

-ss'iasfffffssrss?'** * «* “ *« 

A Bulgarian contingent was being formed to aM 11 ,,. p„.-- , being organised in Roumania by Risskn oL era Th. ̂ " SS1 “ 3 ’ and f as 
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beams, logs of wootbargej orntoonrilt rY™ 6 "* ° f large ̂‘nictsY; 
was not anticipated that these stores would be coheefed™ t Gahlt n 11 
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feet of water, ready at The moutT of ThT 0°^'t S batteri f?’ drawing but a few their intention to work round along the coast to the'S estuaT’ WbiCb “ iS the Russian torpedo denot nf r rv i esru ary. 
Pruth, where the detachment of Enrineers and Sadors'™ 3 h the In ° Uth ° f the & eeis and bailors in charge mustered 600 

٤٠ المرجع: IOR/L/MIL/17/16/20 حق النشر: المُلكية العامة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100044879527.0x000029 :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100044879527.0x000029?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


"الحرب الروسية-التركية، ١٨٧٧. العمليات في أوروبا." [٢١و] (٦٦/٤١)

41 
men. The first torpedoes were laid in the river on the night of the 28th of Ma y 1877 - 

Banjasa is mentioned in early May intelligence as occupied by Russian 
troops, and it was announced that a large force would he concentrated there. 

This Banjasa is about three miles north-west of Bucharest, near the point 
where the two lines of railway converge, from Jassy, and Krajovo; hut there 
is another town of the same name, also said to have been reached by the 
Russian troops, on the railway line between Bucharest and Giurgevo. 

There is an absence of accurate information as to the bridging operations 
being carried on by the Russians. An immense quantity of bridging material 
is collected about the mouth of the Pruth, and two bridges are spoken of as in 
process of construction—one up the river between Turnu and Nikopolis, and 
one below Reni, to reach the southern shore at Isaktchi. 

As regards the former, beyond a vague rumour of Russian troops being 
seen marching west of Giurgevo, there is no confirmatory intelligence of their 
presence at Turnu. 

Large working parties of Russian troops were employed in repairing and 
improving the roads about the position on the Lower Danube. 

The floods in Roumania, by damaging the railway bridges had brought 
several trains of troops (15 engines and 200 carriages) to a stand still. The 
passage of troops this week over the Barbosi bridge is given at five military 
trains per day. 

The earliest May intelligence announced that the passage of the Pruth by 
the Russian Army, about the 24th April (a fortnight earlier than was 
originally intended), took Prince Charles by surprise. The news of the withdrawal of the Roumanian troops from Jassy was 
simultaneous with that of the arrival of the Russians there. 

A proclamation by the Grand Duke Nicholas to the Roumanian people, 
announcing the passage through Roumanian territory of the Russian Army, is 
dated the 24th of April. 

Immediately after the news of the evacuation of Jassy by the Roumanian 
troops came that of the simular evacuation by them of Kalafat and Galatz, 
and of the concentration of the troops of the principality about Bucharest. 

Subsequently the Roumanian troops re-occupied Kalafat, and the Roumanian 
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VII. 
THE TURKISH ARMY. 

May 1877. There is no fresh detailed information this week of the strength, distribution 
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I. 
NARRATIVE. 

During the week ending on Saturday the 12th May, little has taken place May 
to throw fresh light on the Russian plans, and nothing to change the general 
opinion that the Danube would be passed by the bulk of the Russian force 
about Giurgevo, and also at many other points lower down, about the 4th week 
in May. To this it now begins to be added, that the Russians will not operate 
in force to the west of the line connecting Bucharest with Giurgevo, although 
Russian Cavalry is reported from Rustchuk to have been seen as far west as 
Rahovo. 

Head-quarters were still at Kischinev, but w T ere on the point of moving to 
Ploesti. 

There had been a considerable exchange of fire on the Danube between 
the Russian batteries and the Turkish gunboats, and also between the batteries 
on both sides resulting in some trifling loss to the Russians, slight damage to 
some of the batteries, and the destruction of a Turkish ironclad corvette, the 
u Loufti Djelil.” There had been a reciprocal bombardment taking place between 
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May 1877. renewed on the 10th. The Turkish batteries were supported by two monitors on the river. The town of Braila sustained no injury, but several shells fell into the Russian camp. Besides the artillery fire between Braila and Khiasett a constant exchange of fire was also being kept up between the Russian batteries at Braila and the Turkish gunboats on the river, and on the 11th a large Turkish ironclad 

corvette, the “ Loufti Djelil,” four guns, commanded by Hassan Bey, trying to 
emerge from behind the island separating the Old from the New Danube, opposite Braila into the main stream, became engaged with the Russian batteries. A shell from the latter penetrated the engine-room and its explosion 
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MOBILIZATION OF THE RUSSIAN ARMY. 
It was announced this week that the whole force of the Roumanian Militia Ma . v 

had been called out, and all three classes enrolled. 
The three classes are the unmarried men of sufficient age for military 

service; the married men without families; and the married men with 
families. 

III. 
RUSSIAN ARMY DETAILS. 

The Roumanian Army, forming the right wing of the Russian Army, 
consists of four Divisions, organised in two Army-Corps of two Divisions each. 
One Corps has its head-quarters at Krajovo, with a Division at Kalafat, and is 
commanded by Major-General Lupu; the other, under General Radovits, is 
stationed at Bucharest and Giurgevo, The decree announcing these and minor 
Divisional and Brigade Staff appointments, the assumption of the chief command 
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May 1877. 2nd Brigade ; head-quarters, Minsk. 
119th (Kolomna) Regiment. 120th (Sierponkhow) Regiment. 

Artillery Brigade.—30th of Field Batteries; Colonel Sivnozine. 
4th Cavalry Division.—Lieut.-General Krylow; Chief of the Staff, Colonel 

de Launitz ; head-quarters, Bielostok; consisting of 
1st Brigade ; head-quarters, Bielostok. 

4th (Ekaterinoslaw) Dragoons. 4th (Grand Duchess Alexandra Petrevna’s Kharkov) Lancers. 
2nd Brigade ; head-quarters, Niesvije. 4th (Landgrave Frederick of Hesse’s Marionopol) Hussars. 

4th Regiment of Don Cossacks. 
Horse Artillery; 7th and 8th Batteries. 

13th Army-Corps. 
Lieut.-General Hahn; Chief of the Staff, Colonel Iljatcheivitch ; original 

head-quarters, Jitomir ; composed of the following details:— 
1st Infantry Division.—Major-General R. Prokharow ; Chief of the Staff, Colonel Lesly ; head-quarters, Loutzk ; consisting of:— 

1st Brigade ; head-quarters, Kovel. 
1st (King of the Greeks, Neva) Regiment. 2nd (Sofia) Regiment. 2nd Brigade ; head-quarters, Kiev. 
71st (Bielevski) Regiment. 72nd (Toula) Regiment. 

Artillery Brigade; 1st of Field Batteries ; General Simanovv. 
35th Infantry Division.—Major-General Baranow; Chief of the Staff, Colonel Ogon Doganowski; head-quarters, Jitomir; consisting of:— 

1st Brigade ; head-quarters, Berdytchew. 137th (Grand Duke Alexander Vladimirovitch Niejine) Regiment. 
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18th Infantry Division.—Lieut.-General JSarbutt; Chief of the Staff, May 187 
Colonel Mikhijew ; head-quarters, Kiev ; consisting of:— 

1st Brigade ; head-quarters, Kiev. 
69th (Riazan) Regiment. 
70th (Riajsk) Regiment. 

2nd Brigade ; head-quarters, Pultusk. 
15th (Schlisselbourg) Regiment. 
16th (Ladoga) Regiment. 

Artillery Brigade ; 18th of Field Batteries ; General Bogdanow. 
Don Cossack Cavalry Division.—Lieut.-General Schamchew; Chief of 

the Staff, Colonel Ivanow ; head-quarters, Doubno ; consisting of 
1st Brigade ; head-quarters, Douhno. 

15th and 16th Regiments of Don Cossacks. ^ 2nd Brigade ; head-quarters, Kamenetz-Podolski. 
17th and 18th Regiments of Don Cossacks. 

Horse Artillery ; 17 and 18th Batteries of Don Cossacks. 

IY. 

MOVEMENTS OF TROOPS, STORES, WAR MATERIAL, &c. 

The latest intelligence of the week announces that the Russians are 
establishing batteries at Giurgevo, hut it is possible that this was being done 
by the Roumanian troops. In any case it was telegraphed from Rustchuk on 
the 10th that batteries were being constructed to command the forts and town 
of Rustchuk and the station of the Varna railway. 

The march of Russian troops round the town of Bucharest in the direction 
of Giurgevo was proceeding steadily. The passage that day of a Cavalry 
Brigade of two regiments and a battery of Artillery is mentioned in news 
from Bucharest of the 11th. On the same day two Roumanian batteries left 
Bucharest, one going west and the other in u an opposite diiection, probably 
towards Giurgevo. . ^ _ 

It was stated before the end of the week that there were 10,000 Russians 
at Giurgevo, and that they were moving westward up the Danube towards 
Simnitza, opposite Sistova, and Turnu-Margureli, opposite Nikopolis (at the 
confluence with the Danube of the Aluta river that forms the frontier of little 
Wallachia), and Russian Cavalry are again said to have been seen still further 
west opposite Rahovo. . Later intelligence seems to confirm this information. As, however, 
Giurgevo is the head-quarters of a Roumanian Division it is probable that up 
to the end of the week the force there was mainly Roumanian, and that the 
Russian force was concentrated at Banjassa, between Bucharest and Giurgevo. 
The Emperor of Russia has made a present to Prince Charles of Roumania of 
2,000 horses and 36,000 rifles. # 

Russian officers are reported as having arrived at Tumu-beverm. 
Intelligence from Bucharest, dated the 9th of May, mentions the encampment, 
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May 1877. 30 feet long, of eight nominal horse-power, weighing 3^ tons, built, one of steel, the rest of iron, and supposed to be for torpedo service. The Russian Government had recently entered into a contract with a firm at St. Petersburg for torpedo boats for the Black Sea, of which two were expected to be ready about the middle of June. They had also purchased from the same firm a small steam launch and sent it to the Danube. The arrival of Russian Artillery, conveyed in 100 railway wagons at Bucharest on the 10th May is announced. 

Intelligence from Rustchuk of the middle of the week relates that quantities 
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VII. 
THE TURKISH ARMY. 

The latest intelligence received this week gives the following information Ma y 18 ' 7 - 
of the strength and distribution of the Turkish Army in Europe. I he Army 
of the Danube included 189 battalions (103 of nizams and 86 of redifs), 54 
squadrons of Cavalry and 108 field-guns. 

These were distributed as follows :— 
At Widdin, 72 battalions, 18 squadrons and 102 guns ; Lorn, 2 battalions; 

Rahovo, 2 battalions ; Nikopolis, 3 battalions ; bistova, 3 battalions ; 1 urtukai, 
3 battalions ; Rustchuk, 16 battalions, 12 squadrons, 18 guns ; Silistria, 22 battalions, 
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Mav 1877. 5. A despatch vessel carrying 4 guns, with a complement of 28 men the 
Arcadion ** 

6. Two iron-clad corvettes, the “ Hifzil-Rahman,” and “ Loufti-Djelil,” 
stationed at Sulina.” By this week’s news the latter was destroyed in action at 
Brai 

At the date of the declaration of war, this flotilla was reinforced by two 
corvettes, the “ Feti-Bulend,” and the “ Assiri-Schefkei,” and two gunboats 
under Vice-Admiral Moustaffa Pacha. This brings its strength up to 24 vessels. 
With the exception of the “Fethi-Bulend ” (ironclad corvette, 5 guns, 180 men); 
and the 44 Assiri-Schefkei ” (probably the 44 Assar-Shefket), iron-clad corvette, 
5 guns, 170 men; the 44 Podgoritsa,” “Varna,” “Sulina,” “Hifzil-Rahman” 
(probably the 44 H^zil-Rahmin” iron-clad corvette, 4 guns, 219 men); and the 
“Loufti-Dielil” (ironclad corvette, 4 guns, 219 men); all the above vessels 
appear to be in addition to the sea-going Turkish fleet in the Mediterranean. 

Inclusive of the above-mentioned flotilla, but inclusive of the individual 
vessels last enumerated, the Turkish fleet in the Mediterranean is given at six 
iron-clad frigates, 9 iron-clad corvettes, 2 monitors, 1 iron-clad gunboat (the 44 Podgoritsa ”), 3 unarmoured frigates, 8 unarmoured corvettes, 10 unarmoured 
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I. 
NAKRATIVE. 

Up to the end of the week the movements of the Russians on the Danube ^ a y \s77. 
were Still unrevealed. Of the presence of a large force at Banjassa and other 
points between Bucharest and Giurgevo there was little doubt, and also that 
bodies of troops were being brought up on its left so as to connect it with the 
force at Braila, and that these portions of the army were not on the banks ot 
the Danube, but thrown back from it and in a kind of echelon, the positions 
selected being the cross roads where the roads of the interior were intersected 
by others leading down to the river. On the other hand, to the west of 
Giuro-evo, between that point and Turnu, at the mouth of the Aluta, and further 
west still, as far as Rahovo, it appeared to be part of the Russian plan to make 
a display of troops close to* the river. 

Later in the week it was becoming doubtful whether this was a ieint or 
whether there was really the intention of concentrating any large Russian force 
to the right of Giurgevo, the news being rather in favour of the latter view, as 
besides the Cavalry near the Danube there were rumours of a strong column 
kept back from the river, and said to be destined for Turnu Margurele and 
Simnitza. In the meantime, the Roumanian troops were interlaced with those 
of Russia, the former holding temporarily the positions from Oltemtza^ to 
Giuro evo with a strong force of Russian Cavalry and Horse Artillery on their 
right" between Giurgevo and Turnu Margur61e and towards Rahovo, and 
the Roumanians coming in again on their right at Kalafat. 

Tow ards the end of the week it w r as becoming clear that a Russian Corps 
was taking up its position on the right of that already concentrated about the 
Bucharest—Giurgevo line, and that the Roumanians were being withdrawn to 
the extreme right. a # ™ a- j The head-quarters of the Army moved from Kischmev to Ploesti, ana were 
about to move to Bucharest, but at the last moment this arrangement was 
postponed on account of the expected arrival of the Emperor ot Russia at 
Army head-quarters, and the Grand Duke remained at Ploestn 

The rumours of a Russian movement towards the valley of the limok 
were becoming more pronounced, but there is no detailed or authentic intelligence 
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May 1877. The probable relative positions of the various invading corps are given in 
the chapter on the details of the Russian Army. In addition to what has been 
already said of the probability of the passage of the Danube being made by the 
main Russian body about Giurgevo, it now begins to be implied that two corps will march by the Dobrudscha. This statement appears to have reference to 
the llth Corps—which has already established a footing in the Dobrudscha, and the 8th whose objective point on the river would appear to be Hirsova.* The firing on the Danube between the batteries on both sides and the 
gunboats continued this week. The Russians had mounted heavy guns in their works at Braila, and were said to be trying their range in the direction of Matschin. 

The duel between Widdin and Kalafat was also continued, and that between Turtukai and Oltenitza was resumed, and a new one is heard of between hfikopolis and Islacs. 
The events of the week are unimportant, and are given in detail as follows:— Two men were picked up by Russian boats from the wreck of the Turkish corvette blown up off Braila on the llth, both were severely injured, and one is since dead. The stern of the vessel, with the mizen mast and Turkish flag w^ere still above water. The flag was sent to St. Petersburg by the Russians. The Turks themselves report that the explosion was caused by carelessness in 

loading shells in the magazine. The Russians, on the other hand, are very circumstantial in their account of the occurrence, and the officer who pointed the gun for the shot they affirm w r as the cause of the catastrophe, has been decorated.! On the 13th, the Grand Duke Nikolas and head-quarters left Kischinev for Ploesti, the rest of the Staff were to follow in about six days. On the 13th a slight affair of musketry and artillery, without important 
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under a fire from the Turkish monitors, and in securing such positions on the May 187 
other side for batteries and entrenchments as would enable them to command 
with their fire the arm of the river that runs under the walls of Matschin. 
Their works apparently are intended to include a battery at Khiasett, on the 
right bank, and one at the fork of the river, on the island between the old and 
new Danube Channel. 

No details are given of the engagements which resulted in this success. 
They seem to have lasted two days and to have given rise to the report, elsewhere 
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in. 
RUSSIAN ARMY DETAILS. 

May 1877. . . Although up to the end of the week there was no reliable information giving accurately the situation of the Russian Corps, such intelligence as was 
matXts follows 

1 - 611016 ^ p0sitions the f had reached were approxi- 
The 9 th Corps.—On the extreme right about Slatina, having its ob- 

v C nI e ° n w® Danube ab “ ut Turnu Margurele and overlapping the Aluta a ey to the right as far as Balsu, Karakal, and Celci, feeling with its Cavalry towards the left of the Roumanian force as far as and beyond Rabovo. ' 
The 1-th Corps.—At Banjasi, between Bucharest and Giurgevo, with its visions replacing the Roumanians in the positions from the latter place to Oltenitza ; head-quarters probably at Ploesti. A force said to be moving on the road to Simmtza would probably be a detachment from this Corps. 

° 
l he 8th Corps. •Thrown back in echelon to the left of the 12th Corns • forming a connecting link between the latter and the 11th, about Buseo • and probably giving the detachment heard of at Slobodiza and Hirsova • head quarters, Galatz according to intelligence dated from that town on the 14th but more probably Buseo, in which case the statement must be a clerical error’ 

7th Corps! 
60 " 11 head ‘ qUarter3 alIuded t0 aS at Gaktz would be tbat of tb e 

bankoVthe°Xn^?f' d ' q B art -f S V G D at v . 0cc,I P:f in g the positions on the left bank of the Danube from Braila, by Barbosi and Galatz to Reni; with a foot- 0 ' ,l * “ ' ,l0 nobrndseha, .p’,* bS, 
u ft Corps.—Prolonging the line to Ismail and Kilia, forming the extreme e t of the Russian first line, head-quarters probably Galatz. 
the Prml^'rm l3th ’ and 14tb Corps are s P ol r en of vaguely as on 

s tn Jhl l 1S P robab ^ true of the two last, but there is no Confirmation 
^ o, ‘"* “«■>*! 

Giurgevo 111 belong b>tte mhCor^ 
00113 IlCar ' 1 ° f ̂  between Bucl erest and 

Ihis "vveek s intellitrence includes the fnllnwinry ri + m R oumanian Army 
ln ciuaes tlie following details respecting the 

xxjhAU-i^UARTER STAFF. 

<dpikneano (Topographic" SectL7)VLi^t7colondPera”ru I. 

Coranescu (Chief of the Intendancel • In 1° ̂ tmn of Engineers); Intendant 
Dr. Theodori (Sanitary Sect^ Davila ’ Cbief Sa rgeon three olliecru Jr > 1st Army-Corps .—General Lupu ; Chief of the r* i i -n Commandant of Artillery, Colonel Dunca; C onsistin r ^ ’ C ° ° ne Boteanu i of- 

* See note to Narrative. 
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1st Division.—Colonel Logadi; 1st Brigade, Colonel Holban; 2nd Brigade, May 
Colonel Beadescu ; 1st Cavalry Brigade, Colonel Tretzianu. 

2nd Division.—Colonel Tcherkess; 3rd Brigade, Colonel Papadopulo; 4tn 
Brigade, Colonel Sachelarie ; 2nd Cavalry Brigade, Colonel Tschernovodeanu. 

2nd Army Corps.— General Radovitz ; Chief of the Staff, Colonel Pen- 
covitz ; Commandant of Artillery, Colonel Herkt; consisting of-— 

3rd Division.—Colonel Aughelscu; 1st Brigade, Colonel Gramont; 2na 
Brigade, Colonel Ipatescu ; 1st Cavalry Brigade, Colonel Formac. 

4th Division.—General George Mann (formerly Colonel on the Staff and 
Burgomaster of Bucharest, promoted to General on the 6th of May) ; 3r 
Brigade, Colonel Cantili; 4th Brigade, Colonel Boranescu; 2nd Cavalry 
Brigade, Colonel Rosnovanu. r ^ 

Militia. —1st Territorial Division.—General Haralambi (one of three 
Governors of the State, promoted from Colonel on appointment). 

IV. 
MOVEMENT OF TROOPS, STORES, &c. 

This week there is mention of Russian gunboats on the Danube, torpedo- 
boats, and floating batteries put together on the Pruth, carrying ffun, and 
manned by the marine detachments attached to the active army for river 
operations ; but there is an absence of detailed information respecting these 
VeSSe 

it is stated that shells fired from 8-inch guns in position at Braila have 
reached the town of Matschin, the distance between the two pomts being giv 
at 5h miles. The fact probably is that the shells were bred from Russian 
batteries at Khiasett, on the right bank of the Danube, or from the island 
separating the Matschin Canal from the New Danube channel. It is said 
that the Russians have batteries at the latter point, and their seizure 
Khiasett, and their construction of batteries there appear also 
established. Braila is more probably seven miles from Matschm 

Krupp guns have been mounted at Vaduel Budar, above Braila, to command 
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V 

y. 

May 1877. 
RAILWAYS, ROADS, BRIDGES, &c. 

tr»„J,n^ 0U Tr i r the , EuSSianS i f0U . nd themseIvC3 in difficulties about railway 
transport. he line being only single was a serious hindrance. This was being partially remedied on some parts of the line, and a third rad was also being laid doun to remedy the break of gauge, hut the work was proceeding ' do*ly from the constant interruptions by passing trains. 1 here was further a serious deficiency of rolling-stock. All the Russian 
tmn^ 

St 
r 

k 
f WaS r being i Util i SedinRuSsia itself in the constant forwarding of troops and stores towards the two seats of war; and, even had it not been so 

rmrs s r - » o “ 

mumcation for several days. The Russians had set 1,000 men to work in hopes ot repairing the damage in two days. 
” uik in nopes 

The following roads are spoken of in this week’s intelliffence as in urood rnder, and available for the use of troops Tschernetz to Kalafat; Kraiovo to Kalafat, Krajovo to felatma ; Slatina by Karakal to Islacs : Piteschti bv 
Kuschcfde ^.lT^ a !^ 1 ”’ cle ’ Turnu-Margurele by Simnitza to Giurgevo ; 
to OhenUza ^ AleXandna to J oin the last r o a d ; and from Bucharest 
in dry weather.° 

adS fr ° m Bucharest and Braila to Kalarasch are only available 

VI. 
ROUMANIA, SERVIA, &c. 

continue." 
6 are assurances of Ser ™“ neutrality, but war preparations 

figure "than 8 oooon 0 *? estlmate 3 the Roumanian strength at a lower 
for actRe operations. S1V6n Week ’ and 0nly alIo '' s them 30 i000 nien fit 

VII. 
THE TURKISH ARM Y. 

The following detailed information respectino- the a Europe is furnished bv GGntom Awir, n . e iur kish Army in 
General. 7 ptain Ardagh ’ De P a tj-Assistant Quarter-Master 

Land Forces of Turkey. 

belongV Europe—namely 
46 —^ 6 ' 6 " Arm y Cor P s > or ̂ tricts, of which three 

1. Guard .. 2. Danube.. 3. Roumelia 
Constantinople. Schumla. 
Monastir. 

The reputed establishment of the (whole) Turkish Army is thus given Active Army Redif 1st Ran 
2nd „ Mustabfiz .. 

Total .. 

206,477 
317,984 
280,030 
518,448 

1,325,312 men. 
with 3,639 guns. 
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On the 17th April 1877, a trustworthy authority reports that the Turkish May 18,,. 

Widdin—Adlie 

Nicopoli 
Rustchuk 

Silistria 

Tultscha and Isaaktcha 
In the Dobrudseha 

In the Balkans 

Varna .. 

Infantry 49,000 
Cavalry 1,000 
Guns 78 
Infantry 4,000 
Cavalry 480 
Infantry 11,200 
Cavalry 480 
Guns 24 
Infantry 19,200 
Cavalry 160 
Guns 48 
Infantry 2,400 
Infantry 4,800 
Cavalry 960 
Guns 
Infantry 35 
Cavalry 
Guns 
Infantry 1' 
Guns 

Totals 

Battalions. Squadrons. Batteries. I 

Probable Number. 

I 
61 12 13 50,000 

} 5 6 •• 4,480 

} 
14 6 4 11,680 

l 24 2 8 19,360 
J 3 . # .. 2,400 

} 
6 12 1 5,760 

i \ 40 
J 

6 7 32,480 
2° 5 16,000 

. 173 44 | 38 142,160 

their defences on the Danube, especia y , heavy suns, 

is as follows 

Widdin 
N icopoli .. Sistova 
Rustchuk .. 
Silistria 
Schumla .. • • 
En route to Schumla from Adnanople 

„ „ Sofia .. 
„ Tornova „ » >» 

Varna 
Hirsova 
Matchin .. 
Isaaktcha .. 
Tultscha .. 
Adrianople 
Sofia 

Total 

Battalions. Squadrons, j 

55 12 
2 1 . • 
50 .. 
31 .. 
38^1 12 ) 10 U 12 > 30 6 1 4 J .. 
13 .. 
2 1 2 L 6 3 [ 2 J 5 • • 
24 
245 48 

Batteries 

12 

This, as the battalions may be reckoned at 800 strong, 8 1VCS a lolLC of 19C ’° 

“^addition to the above, seven battalions of Mustakfiz were employed in 

watching the Danube, as follows Q 
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May 1877. Two battalions between Widdin and Nicopoli and one battalion at each of the Mowing places-viz., Widdin, .Nicopoli, Sistova, Silistria, and Hirsova. 

thus gken^— 
nt ̂  ̂  ^ 9th the Turkish force in an(i near Widdin is 
In Widdin (the fortress) 9 000 Lamps to north and west of the town .. 37 000 Reinforcements arriving at, from Sofia, at the rate of 1 

’ 
about two battalions per diem f 30,( i,000 

76,000 
liie iurkish troops on the Danube are reported in excellent pnnrK+irm o a very enthusiastic, more particularly since the news of the aT front of Batoum has reached them The ideas of the Turkish f , eat m 

amount to 17 00 ° nien'ividr hlglinjumlefthe tmmtdlf ^ 

from Widhn ftVe d^nce of ^ “ e ” “ ^ 

Constantinople^^ 
1 
Circassimf tZps for t^TerWce'oT TuK 

mounted “d hk^ £ rlSh use 
16 
/ T ff t0 bC " ̂  “nd 

The turkish lyis^ry ^ ZcllT ^ ^ “ e ' Ia ~ 
embark forC^stenlhojTd^ enumerated, there had 
Cavalry; two Lttaiio^of Bedffs. 

LS 01 re 8' u * ar Arh llery; one regiment of 
F/ow ^cre.—Seven squadrons of Cavalry, 

received this 
1 
^^ 

1 
relates Diat'all 

1 , n / orn)at j onj intelligence from Adrianople, about 2,000 nren ’rad be nluld 
H 
n ° , that Vil ^ el ’ 

Danube; their duties bemgtaken^P bythe^ M„‘mh/^ ( ° f War ° n th ̂ latter there were about 12 000 in tlmvil^vH V f -n t <roo P s - Of the 
Eski-zaghra, Hasskioi, and Oennotica. Tlmy w re aLed with" rifles. Circassian irreo-ular Cawilrv wn« f i • armec \ w ith Winchester and sent to the seat of"'war. 

' J ‘ b 1 bemg enrolled in the vilayet 

VIII. 
TURKISH FORTRESSES, STORES, GUNS, &c. 

respecting the Turkish defences gTner-Uly°hiclmr 
8 al 

f| > " hat haS COme to hand stores of the army, and the flotilla on’the 

Captl" 
the ̂rklsh'a’rmtes^includes^eM He^s^A° 

n in Possession of 

SSOjtWO^rrUed^^mr^iin^agoi^and were^sued 
1 - Zooo ̂  0f the ̂ 

arrived^ ̂  ^ SS 
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Snider Rifles.—140,000 serviceable, 10,000,000 cartridges. 
Winchester Rifles.—50,000 then in possession. 
The troops and police are very well armed. 
22nd March a steamer arrived with a cargo of shot and shell at 

Constantinople. 4th April a steamer arrived with 7,000 American revolvers, which carry 
the same cartridges as the Winchester rifle. These are supposed to have been 
made for the Russians, but, there being some difficulty about payment, the Turks 
got them at 60 francs each. 

On the 17th April 1877, it was 
Danube flotilla, consisting of 17 vessels, 
defend important points as follows:— 

Two armour-plated corvettes .. 
(6 guns and 1,771 tons each). 

Two armoured monitors 
(6 guns each and 513 tons). 

Five armoured monitors 
(2 guns each and 408 tons). 

Four small wooden gunboats .. 
(4 guns each and 300 tons). 

Four transports (4 guns and 474 tons) 
(2 guns and 500 tons) 

eported on good authority that the 
with 60 guns, had quitted Sulina to 

.. “ Hifzil Itahman,” and the 
“ Lutfi Djelil.” 

.. “ Hizibre” and “ Seifi.” 

“ Feih el Islam,” “ Semendria," 
“Boujan Delin,” Podgoritza," 
and “ Sartari.” 

“ Varna/’ “Sulina,” “ Akhia,” 
and “ Ckefket-Nouma,” 

“ Kilitz-Ali, “ Khayreddin,” “ Islakat,” “ Nouzhettie.” 

Of these, the corvettes remain at Sulina, two big gunboats go to Matschin, 
the third and two smaller ones to Toultcha. The rest to cruise on the river, 
and anchor between Rustchuk, Silistria, and Turtukai. 

The corvettes are merely cruisers, and cannot mount the river. 
The big gunboats do not go higher up the river than Braila, between 

which and the sea the channel might be guarded. . . 
The transports are believed to be indifferent vessels, and the remaining 

gunboats are reported to be slow, and unable to steam against the curren a 
more than two miles an hour. ,i 

The Turkish gunboats on the Danube seem to have been active, as the 
Turks claim to have already captured over 200 Russian vessels laden with 
130 000 hectolitres of wheat (about 358.000 English bushels). ’ 

Early in May the fortifications about Silistria were nearly complete, with, 
however, about 5,000 men still engaged in the erection of new works. 

In addition to the above the following comes to hand from ot e 

Last week’s report about the defences of Constantinople is confirmed on 
trustworthy of ^ to be C()nstruc t e d round Constantinople, between 
Derkos and Bojuk-Tcheckmedge, the inhabitants ot the city being called 
U P 0n 

in°te^^ relates that the Turks are also fortifying the 
passes of the Balkans. 

IX. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

The weather reported is hot, and the roads are rapidly drying. The river 
still very high. The Danube is not likely to be in its normal condition tor a 
least another fortnight. 
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I. 

May 1877. 
NARRATIVE. 

The intelligence from the Danube this week is very meagre 
beinj dI?cte 

e 
( lTn n | aPP -f ent r. a l t the 1 be S innin g the week that the troo, being directed on Simmtza belonged to the 12th Corps and that tho ft 

ij ‘ h * E -“ k '^ * 

«xsr^,sr‘ 
- ' “ - '■ tttrsrsi. 

week^are'unhnportant! 
011 t ̂  C inciden ^ s which news was received during the 

They are as follows 
monittro/wh^hfL^^^nor," /f'Tu a ‘ Giu ^ evo and a Turkish 
batteries lost 15 killed ^^en, e artillery serving the guns in the 

The loss to the rolling stock s lw 
" 

n < r and 11 men wounded - 
pairable. It was a co^lLion anlocc^lf! and seven re- 
Bucharest on the line to Krajovo 

** IJStecbt1 ’ a j ' ou t two stations from 
Bucharest and Krajovo (where tSinp 

11 ° n t,lt ', rad . wa I near Slatina between 
ingof the Kriva bridgc The e ̂  rr 3 thC n-" i luta ).the break- 
rolling-stock of 12 carriages foundered inTh e riv^ 

68 ’ ^ l0SS to the 
the construction of a^edo^b^ by their fire in preventing Turks made an attemjrt frZ Nion„lk t at . N,k °P°> ,s - and the same day thl the Danube, near Rlacs to silenTe t e Wt^" ^ ° n left ba " k ° f 
Roumanians. A turkish monitor oattenes, out were repulsed by the Gle ̂J ss i aa batteries was oompeU^d to^rethe and^nt^ 01 ? ̂  ^ to pass The Turks are credited w t, 1/ ? anC !, take refu S e at Nikopolis.' 
Kalarasch, and with carryino- o^l wo k of deva^J t' aCr03S the Danube about 
peasantry; and on the22nd ? their batteril de , vastatlon amon g the Roumanian steamer. hattenes at Rahovo set fire to an Austrian 
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On the evening of the 23rd and morning of the 24t 
f 
h ’ ‘"° 

nfX 
^ 

boats shelled the village of Jalomtza, on the left hank of the Dan 

opposhe^helowHhsova.f and crossed the Danube at 
Tchernavoda and having captured six prisoners and some cattle retreate 
across the river. The exchange of fire between the batteries at Oltenttza an 
new Turkish ones at Turtukai was in progress on the 24th ̂ he same day 
eima-ement took place in the Matschin canal between the Russian batteries 
and a small gunboat on one side, and a Turkish ironclad, sent to destroy the 
RUSS 

TheTroncla°d succeeded in considerably damaging the Russian works and 
received hut sSt injury herself. The Russian casualties are not detailed 

On the 24th some of the Staff of the 11th Corps with an escort of 100 
men crossed the Danube in eight boats from Galatz to Khiasett and made a 
reconnaisance towards Matschin. The party came into collision with the 
Turks and had to retire with a loss of two men killed and two wounded. 

The Turkish ironclad, already mentioned as at Nikopohs, succeeded (ac- 
enrdinf to intelligence from the latter place) in damaging considerably by her 
S i. th. —it. «1. of tt. . .h, 
B "T 5 K b. 

Lieutenant Duhascheff, accompanied by the Commander of the Roumanian flotilla, 
Maior Mur^escu^conveyed in a number of small boats succeeded m applying a 
torpedo to 'the Turkish monclad in the Matschin Canal that had attacked the 
Russian works on the 24th. The detachment esca^d 

without 
^1^, 

1 - 
charged the torpedo, and the monitor, the “ Hifzil-Rahman, 4 guns, JlP men 
sttef ship to the “ Lufti-Djelil,” already blown up was destroyed with all 
hands. This is the last and only important intelligence of the vee . 

II. 

MOBILIZATION OF THE RUSSIAN ARMY. 

There is no intelligence this week of any further Russian mobilization. 
Some details given elsewhere have come to hand respecting a Bulgarian 

leS10 The six Infantry battalions or “ Druschinen ” composing it were made up 
offive companTes ea'ch. As yet its total strength does not exceed 5,000 foot 
and 600 horse. 

All its officers are Russian. 

III. 
RUSSIAN ARMY DETAILS. 

The positions of a part of the Russian force on the Bucharest-Giurgevo 
linp on the 17th of May are thus described :— , . J ^ , 

A Division of Infantry and a Brigade of Cavalry close to Bucharest, on 
the heio-hts skirting the little river Sahara, extending from Jilaya, through 
Vidra to Dobreni; the left near Gradiste and Gastmara, on the River Argis , 
which joins the Danube at Oltenitza. The left was m contact with another 
division posted on the heights above Oltenitza, vacated by the Roumanians. 

Another Russian Division was on the heights behind Giurgevo, about 20 

kdometre^from Frateschta-e Qf j nfantry amo unted to Divisions. 
Of the places enumerated above the following are stations on the line of 

railway between Giurgevo and Bucharest, Fratesti, Gradiste, Vidia, an 
Jflava. returns already given showing the Staff, &c., of the 
different Russian Army-Corps, certain errors in the returns, or subsequent 
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M “' Vl8,/ ' 

por'j.gpyo” 
8 0n tlle Staff llave conle to %H necessitating the following 

The 7th Corps is commanded by Lieutenant-General Gaujazki II., not bv Prince Prince Barclay de Tolly Weiman. ^ 
Major-General Goremykin is not chief of the Staff of the 7th Corns but commands the loth Infantry Division of that Corps, which is, therefore’ not commanded by Lieutenant-General Schostak. 

l HI, nfcf? 1 n—°- t ’ an i n ? t Lieutenant -General Khrapovitzky, commands the 
Maiorpt tr " V l 1 ̂ V1 f 0n “it w,, . 11 ] 1 Col 'P s ’ Major-General Kissutsch, and not - lajoi-General Dukmasoff, is Chief of the Staff to the 12th Corps. 
the activTanm-! 7 haS been established at Kischinev for the Artillery horses of 

It stated that, in addition to the Cavalry Divisions, regiments of Cossack 
SU dth T nollf o aChe 1. t0 , V 1 ari0us Arm y-Corps for independent action.*' The 8th 9th, ana 12th Corps had been reinforced by one Cossack re-dment each • 
Corns *' 1 ° Co . ssack batter 'es had been attached to the 11th Corps. Two other Cossack regiments and a Cossack battery had been formed 
in*?!, ^1 Co9 1 sack Brigade. Sotnias of Cossacks had been attached to the 4th Rifle Brigade and 3rd Sapper Brigade. attached 
Corns eaXlnfo h “n- 0 " ‘‘I ̂  ArtiIler y alr eady detailed with the Army- Th!!f In f an t r y Division had received two 9-pr. and two 4-pr. batteries ? 
under t| L f “ rmat , 10 " of a Corps Artillery is also announced, to act independently 

^ Corps Commander Towards its composition each Artillery Brigade m the Corps contributed two batteries -one 9-pr. and one 4-pr B 
LegionTecreed \v 

0 
X 

t0 
R hand thi y vcek of the . organisation of the Bulgarian 

17t1 Anril J h R f lan Gove ™ me nt m an order bearing date the 
sotnias of cJ,*! oomposed provisionally of six battalions of infantry and six 
»n r t f , Ca ' alr L organised in three brigades, consisting each of two battalions d two sotnias, and was placed under the command of Major-General Stnlefnn Who had Lieutenant-Colonel Ryukevitch for his Chief of the Staff 

° let0n ’ 
by ColonellorXw 

6 ̂  C ° mmaded bj C ° l0neI Pri " Ce Vi ~ k yi ‘he 2 nd 
o„d “^Commanders were-lst, Lieutenant-Colonel Kessiakow- 
Redki^ 5 th r- ; an ° W /H f d -, Lieutenant-Colonel KalitineT 4th MaL’ Redkine 5th, Lmutemint-CoJoiiel -Ntstcherko j and 6th, Major Beliaiew J 

a. e™,;'E ntet ffzxs: t «"«* «f 
two companies formed of men beJono-ino- to tlm t 1 • accompanied by a nd Sappers of the Guard, undeXi^d ° f 
was to re^Ht St SbuX 

C ° mP0Sed ° f MuSS " ,men f rom the Caucasus, 

Kegi^sxr 1^, the - d 
and 

t 
be 

u 
f 
T 

ed ’ It consists of a non-commissinnorl nftin . i \ acicl . ltlon t( > tbe above. each regiment of Cavalry and a cornoral an 1 1 ‘ ̂  P nva te soldiers from 
Infantry of the Guard. XtMs Xt the Cr T? re ̂ ment of 
Guard in Poland had furnished their oiiota of fn Infantry Re ̂ lm ents of the 
and 64 men, and the two Cava ry relimen tti no "-f ommis «i<iiied officers, men. r y regiments theirs of two corporals and 12 

squad^ CavSidlt^baM^r 1 . “ X at 250 and a 
above intelligence from St. Petersburg. 

"" ^ ,ntantr y mentioned in the 
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Colonel DochtourofF, of the Russian Staff, formerly Chief of the Staff to 

General Tchernayef, in Servia, is attached to the Roumanian head-quarters. There are rumours this week that the Circassian element in General 
Skobeleff’s force has proved untrustworthy. These are so far confirmed that 
bodies of Circassian troops have been sent back by train to Russia. 

IV. 
MOVEMENT OF TROOPS, STORES, WAR MATERIAL, &c. 

The Russian force concentrated in the positions about Islacs and Turnu 
Margureli is given in this week’s news at 60,000 men, probably belonging to 
the 9th Corps. The troops were actively engaged in erecting batteries and 
strengthening the works of Turnu. 

A small Roumanian ironclad of four guns, manned by Russian sailors, was 
launched at Galatz on the 20th. 

The departure from Kischinev for Ploesti is announced of two battalions 
of the Bulgarian Legion, respecting the organization of which some particulars 
are given in the Section on Army Details. 

The Circassian element in the Russian Army does not appear to have 
turned out a success. The men were being sent back to Russia. Two trains 
full of them passed through Barbosi on the 24th, bound for Galatz. 

A trustworthy authority, writing from Bucharest on the 24th, relates that 
the Russians have numbers of boats and pontoons at Braila, Galatz, and Reni, 
and can get others at Oltenitza and Turnu, though the Turks have taken many. 

Quantities of timber (for bridging) are en route by rail from Galicia to the 
Danube. 

A depot of stores was being formed at Jassy. The Roumanian Divisions 
relieved by the Russian troops in the positions about Oltenitza, reached 
Bucharest on the 22nd. 

Intelligence from Warsaw announces the despatch of the 13th Cavalry 
Division from the Galician frontier to join the Army of the Danube. It 
consists of the full complement of four regiments of Cavalry—viz., one of 
Lancers, one of Hussars, one of Dragoons, and one of Cossacks, each numbering 
600 sabres ; altogether 2,400 men and horses. 

As regards the probable localities of the various Russian Army-Corps 
given in last week’s account, trustworthy intelligence from Bucharest, dated 
20th May, alludes to the 8th Corps as on the march to Giurgevo. 

The Russians are stated in this week’s intelligence to have collected a 
quantity of bridging material, boats and small steamers on the part of the 
Danube between Rahovo and Nikopolis. The arrival at Oltenitza on the 21st of a strong force of Russian Infantry, 
three batteries of Artillery and some Cavalry is reported from Turtukai. 

The arrival of the 12th Infantry Division of the 12th Corps at Banjassa, 
north of and near Bucharest, is related in intelligence of the 21st from the 
latter place. Their direction of march was to the westward. 

The arrival of 7,000 Infantry of the 33rd Division of the same corps at the 
same place is announced on the afternoon of the 23rd, moving in the same 
direction. 

Intelligence from St. Petersburg of the 23rd May corrects an announcement 
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y. 

RAILWAYS, ROADS, BRIDGES, &c. 

May 1877. The railway line according to this week’s intelligence is partly submerged between Galatz and Braila, by the overflow of the Danube ; and at other places besides Tecuci mentioned last week, bridges and culverts have been carried 
away by floods. Owing to these causes and the consequent accumulation of trains 
at certain points, the line is practically blocked and railway communication is 
temporarily suspended. A military bridge over the Sereth has also been carried away by the floods, and the roads and communication generally are for the present in an unsatisfactory 
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VIII. 
TURKISH FORTRESSES, STORES, GUNS, &c. 

The Turks are stated to have armed the island Fort of Ad dab, near May 1877. 
Orsova, with eight guns and garrisoned it with 400 men. 

The rumour already mentioned of the intention of the Turks to strengthen 
the passes of the Balkans is confirmed. . 

In the middle of May Halet Pasha arrived at Adrianople to superintend 
defensive works in the Passes of the Balkan. The Government had ordered 
the commencement in the Constantinople Vilayet of the fortification ot the 
following Balkan Passes leading towards the Black Sea; Derviche-Yovan ; 
Nadir-Derbendi; Cazan ; Demir-Capon ; Chipka; Orhanie ; especially Cazan 
and Chipka, from their great importance. . e ,, The Division of the Army at Sophia was to work at the tortnying ot tne 
Orhanie Pass, and the troops under the command of Ferik-Nejib Pasha at 
those of Derviche-Yovan and Nadir-Derbendi. The works of Clnpka and 
Cazan were to be undertaken by the vilayets of Adrianople and lurnow. 

IX. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

At the beginning of the week the weather was reported unfavourable. 
The news is of heavy floods, a great overflow of the Danube submerging 

the railway line, and seriously interfering with the Russian communications. 
There had been very heavy rain all over Southern Europe. 

Section D, Intelligence Branch, 
Q.M.O. Department. 

K. .1. MAXWELL, 
Bt. Major, late %0th Begt. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 

V 

0 R *l/m, 

RUSSO-TURKISH WAR, 1877 . 

OPERATIONS IN ASIA. 

1st September to the Fall op Kars ( 18 th November). 

Operations near Kars. 
. • J? „ t i' e A 1 r glnn , ing ? f Se l ,ten >ber, General Tchernaieff, of Servian notoriety 
f' Jff, * Ale xandropol, and was appointed to the Grand Duke's staff though 
«LIttLn PaC1 * y d *n eS u” 0t S - e - m very clear - The Russians now made some s i B lit clianges in the disposition of their camps, moving some of their forces that were encamped at Kerekdereh and Kadikler to the Karayal and Bairatkar 
H?„ 

d 
., COn i | 1U< f t . o fortlf l' th e> r positions with field-works and trenches pending the arrival of reinforcements from Tiflis. ’ P ena mg 

, .PHt ? 10 8 th September, some irregular Russian cavalry made a raid towards 
neL thfKUrreS 

° n ̂  7th ‘ h , er t a -mei^at tie encounter near me Hizyf iepeh between some Turkish irregular horse (under the son of 
suSPd hvTwt 3 batt y ali °T 0f -'-try, and soml rS dtgoons pported by 2 battalions of infantry and a battery of artillery. The 
fSrV VaS CO i nfi i ned t0 - f n exchan ^ e of rifl e shots, and the loss was about bO killed and wounded on either side. 
dashimr raid whh fsTr’’”’ Mihr AH ’ a notorious robber-chief, made a ng raid with 180 horsemen, across the frontier, capturing 160 artillery 
ASdrolundTifl"! t f ° r a considera Wu distance between 
Arna Cha?and 13 a A d - 0 n u he - 12th a part y of Rashi-Bazouks crossed the p Chai, and succeeded in burning a solidly-constructed Russian frontier 
K 
l 
ilisseh 

0 US 
Thr 

t 
V llt f fr ° m the Russian detachment at Kizyl- 

acts committed Wht R thG attGr f x P ed ! tl0n was both to retaliate for similar acts committed by the Russians, and at the same time deprive their outnosts of comfortable cover during the approaching winter. P 
n -fi ie 13 t c h thG Rus 0 sians made a demonstration towards the Turkish right 

12 ffuns and battall ? ns , of ̂ fantry, 7 sotnias of Cossacks, and 12 fe uns, and at daybreak opened a distant artiHery fire. In the enxra«-ement which ensued, the infantry on either side were scarcely engaged at alf and the 
skirmishers ^ T1 eT c 2 1 ver 1 in ̂ tbe advance and retreat of the cavalry 

R ! h i ii° S i SeS the rurks were 3 killed and 17 wounded, those of 
d^fficuhtoTnd 

k 
t le A and A fif w T ded - The ob J ect of this demonstration is difficult to understand, and the only special incident of the day w^as the murder and mutilation by Cossacks (certified by a credible eye-witness) of an unarmed 

had^been ^rive tu 
G V ̂  ° f JabIa7 from wbich a P ost of Turkish irregulars 

lhe ni - gh a 0f / be 2 battali °ns Of the 3rd (Pernau) Regiment of Grenadiers arrived at Kerekdereh from Alexandropol. This was the first eon of the 1 st (Moscow) Grenadier Division from Tiflis; it was closely 
followed^ by the remainder of the Division with its brigade of artillery (48 guns) the tail of the column reaching the Russian camp on the 24th. 
v 'fU p • aS m ’ wboa PP earst o have been kept very imperfectly acquainted with the Russian movements, but who now learnt that the force in his front was beginning to receive strong reinforcements from Alexandropol, and was moreover informed by Ismail Pasha that 8 battalions had been detached from e orce under General lergukasoff to reinforce General Loris Melikoff* oidered 6 battalions to join him from his right wing on the 19th September. 

* 

5?7vro Ascertained from captured despatches, see page 88. 
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On the 23rd, however, the Russians moved a force of 7 battalions of the 
39th Division, with 10 guns, from their camp at Kadikler across the Arpa-Chai 
to Kizyl-Kilisseh. The destination of this force was the vicinity of a lord on the 
left hank of the river, just above the village of Uzunkend, where it established 
and entrenched itself, thus menacing the rear of the Turkish positions; but 
Mukhtar Pasha, believing that this force was detached to reinforce General 
Tergukasoff, and receiving reports from Ismail Pasha that the forces in his 
front still consisted of 22 battalions (his own as before consisting of 36)—thus 
throwing considerable doubt as to whether the 8 battalions had been moved 
from Igdyr to Alexandropol, as previously reported—gave up the idea ot 
weakening his right wing for the present, having some doubts in his mind as to 
whether "the Russians were not meditating an offensive movement against 
Ismail Pasha. , 

The position of a Russian force near the ford at Uzunkend did not, 
however, escape the Turkish general’s observation, and for the protection of so 
important a point of his position, he detached 3 battalions of infantry, with 
3 mountain guns (afterwards reinforced by an additional battalion and 2 field 
guns), and caused them to be posted on the heights adjoining the villages of 
Tashnik and Kizylkuleh, opposite to and watching the Russian force near 
Uzunkend; the ground occupied was strong by nature and was further 
strengthened by field-works and entrenchments. 

On the 28th a Russian column of 6 battalions of infantry, 1 field battery, 
and 2 regiments of cavalry, coming from Ardahan vid Zarshat, ciossed the 
Kars-Chai, and took up a position near the village of Aktche-Boyoom, 
pushing forward some advanced posts to Yeni-Keui, on the Kars-Chai. Mukhtar 
Pasha, on receipt of this intelligence, ordered a regiment of cavalry to attack 
and drive the latter back, and on the morning of the 29th, according to 
Turkish accounts, there appears to have been an engagement,* after which the 
Russian force in question retired to Parget, where it encamped. 

The month of September was now drawing to a close, and it may be well 
to take a general survey of the state of affairs on both sides before proceeding 
to the more important events in October :— 

In the centre, before Kars, the Turkish forces had remained much in the 
same numbers and positions during the month of September, and little had 
taken place except occasional expeditions and raids of irregular cavalry on 
either side. 

The Turkish auxiliaries, emulating the feat of Mihr Ali, had on several 
occasions penetrated the Russian line of outposts, and intercepted their 
communications. These acts were retaliated on the other side much in the 
same fashion—some Russian cavalry, towards the end of the month, penetrating 
to Nakir-Cheevan and there setting fire to the dwellings of some Koordish 
chiefs attached to the Turkish camp, being perhaps the only incident worth 
mentioning. Mukhtar Pasha had, however, now^ to regret the withdrawal of his 
Circassian and Koordish auxiliaries in large numbers. Debarred from pillage, 
and receiving no pay from the Turkish Government, they had long since shown 
a spirit of dissatisfaction at the style of service they were engaged on, and now 
the approach of winter, together with the failure of grain and grass for their 
horses, furnished additional motives for their return home. 

The Turkish position before Kars, at the end of the month, extended 
from that fortress on the left (with 7 battalions forming the garrison of the 
place, and 7 battalions holding the intermediate hills, called the Yahniler or 
Yahni-Tepehs) to the village of Hadji-Veli, whence the 50 battalions remaining to complete the Turkish centre were aligned by Soubatan to Kizyl-Tepeh on 
the north, and from Kizyl-Tepeh by the Nakir-Chee-Tepeh to the village of 
Kozlayeh on the east, the triangle thus formed having its base passing through the village of Kerkhaneh, where the Turkish head-quarters were established. 
This position w r as of course far too extended for the force at Mukhtar Pasha’s 

* There appears to be considerable doubt as to this exploit of the Turkish cavalry, and from 
the part the latter played throughout the campaign it may reasonably be supposed that the 
Russians were not driven but retired from the position they had occupied for other reasons. 
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h0l f i hlS P°? ltlon > Mukhtar Pasha had 57 battalions of infantry (exclusive of the garrison of Kars), 10 batteries of field artillery (60 gunsf 
-T ntam ff’ ab S Ut . 1 ’ 800 re S' ,lar cavalr y (including some regiments 

3" t ./„ a "! ved t 0D ! Syna ? nd Ba = bdad - and the Zaptieh contingent), and 
; ® i ’ 0 : 0 lrrt ;? ulat ' horse - in addition to the above, 4 siege guns had been rought from Kars and mounted on the Kizyl-Tepeh, 6 battalions* were on then way from the right wing under Ismail Pasha via Kagisman, and 2 battalions and 2 field batteries, ordered to join from Erzeroum, were now daily expected at Kars.t The above, exclusive of the 0 battalions from Kagisman, but including the garrison of Kars and the reinforcement from Erzeroum, wouhl give Mukhtar Pasha 73 battalions of infantry, 12 batteries of field artillery (72 guns), 12 mountain guns, 5 siege ditto, and 1,800 regular, and some 3,000 irregular cavalry, to hold a position 15 miles in length, and cover liars trom a coup de main. 

The weak point of this position was undoubtedly in the direction of Kars, and the J urkish communications ran parallel to their front in the direction of the town, involving risks which it is unnecessary to describe. The line of telegraph which had been established between Mukhtar Pasha’s head-quarters and the town, facilitated, it is true, the transmission of orders along the extended front, but on the other hand, the many deep and rocky ravines and ic general nigged character of the ground, were a great obstacle to lateral communications, isolating, in fact, to a great extent, the different strong- points which together formed the Turkish position. On the Russian side, very little change had taken place in the positions occupied by their forces during the month but towards its close, not only had stiong reinforcements arrived at Karayal from Tiflis and other places on the frontier, but the gaps in the battalions and squadrons had been made good by fresh batches of men from the interior of Russia. General Goutchine had, moreover, now replaced General Doukhovskoi as Chief of the Staff at headquarters, 
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the feint in his front, on his right wing, was evidently intended to cover something 
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small satisfaction in reply that the two battalions and two batteries expected 
from Erzeroumhad arrived just in time to take part in this movement finally 
the Mushir directed 8 battalions with 2 field guns under the command of Liv, 
Shefket Pasha and Ibrahim Bey-son of Namyk Pasha (who had a hoise shot 
under him on this occasion)—to repel the threatened attack of Ge 
Schelkownikow on the Turkish rear by at once occupying the summits of the 
Aladja-Davh or by dislodging the enemy if he should anticipate them in ta ’ing 
nossession!’ Unfortunately for the Turks, the latter was found to he case, and 
the Russians were already posted in the old Turkish entre , ncl ™f V th mountain, some 1,000 feet above where the Turkish General stood, before 
Turks sent to attack them reached the upper slopes. It was at once clcai t 
the position could not be retaken without a severe struggle and corresponding 
Joss" Retaken it was however by dint of hard fighting in a comparatively short 
space of time, and before 2 p.m. the Russians had been fairly driven out of 
their trenches and thence pursued over the plateaux and down the ravines and 
reverse slopes of the mountain to the banks of the Arpa-Chai, where the wa 
of cavalry on the Turkish side alone prevented their utter rout and discomforture 
with the probable loss of their mountain guns. n In the meanwhile, the bombardment of the Kizyl- Tepeh (held by 0 e 
Pasha’s Division) accompanied with severe fighting at its base and repeated 
attacks on the lesser Yahm-Tepeh continued during the day without mtermission, 
and it was not until evening that the successful resistance of the lurks was 
finally confirmed at the latter point, the possession ot which they fully felt was 
of such vital importance. For had the Russians succeeded here in good time, 
or had they masked the lesser Yahni and at once proceeded to occupy the 
Aulia-Tepeh and the heights of Vezin-keui (where they would have found leady 
to hand the vacant entrenchments formerly constructed by the Turks), establish- 
ino- themselves at the same time on the hanks ot the Kars-Chai in the direction 
of the town, they must have effectually closed the road to that place—thus 
compelling the Turks to take the offensive against superior forces—and probably 
baffled every attempt on their part to re-open it. Nor is it to be argued that the 
Turks might have turned the tables upon the Russians by a counter-attack on 
their positions covering Alexandropol and their communications which t ey 
would then have exposed. The Russian camps had, it is true, been raised, but 
the hills on which they had been pitched—the Kara Yaland the Utch-lepe —- 
had been so solidly fortified, as well as another strong position near 1 ir Ah (halt 
way to the frontier), as to be practically unassailable, or if stormed by the lurks 
in a succession of desperate efforts, to have entailed on the latter such a 
sacrifice of life as to defeat the end they had in view, and which the military 
resources of the Porte could certainly not justify; moreover, by widening the 
distance of the Turkish forces from their base, the difficulties of provisioning 
them would have been much aggravated, in what, after all—with the regulaily 
fortified town of Alexandropol in their front—must have eventually proved hut a 
barren conquest. # . J ̂  , 

The reverses suffered by the Russians in their attempts to take the lesser 
Yahni-Tepeh appear to have paralysed their energies for the time; lor, although 
their forces bivouacked on the ground, they made no effort on the following 
day (‘ 3 rd) to retrieve their defeat; but, instead of renewing the attack along 
the whole line, as was fully expected—with no little concern—by the Turks, 
confined themselves to a strictly defensive attitude during the process ot 
removing their killed and wounded, and were' content the ivhile to exchange 
an artillery fire with the Turkish batteries or to repel the counter-attacks of 
the Turks from various points, wherever the opportunity was afforded the latter 
of striking a blow without advancing too far beyond the cover of their own 
field works. The most serious of these engagements appears to have taken 
place in the afternoon of this day between the 40th Russian Division, supported 
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the Aulia-Tepeh and at Vezinkeui During the i't 
seized the Great Yahni, unobserved apparently by the Turks a P°, 
with 3 battalions and a battery of artillery opened fire on the Little Yahm and 
Vezinkeui at daylight the following day (13th). 

The positions occupied by the Russian forces were on y 
f0ll ° 

General Heimann with 24 battalions 8 squadrons anc ’ 
guns, occupied the Great Yahni with a brigade (Scbaak), Hadji-\ eh i . 
brigade (Avinon), and Soubatan with the remainder as a reserve under 
Soloview; on his left General Kouzminsky, with 8 battalions, 1 s o tnia *’ and 
24 guns,' was posted in front of the Kizyl-Tepeh-towards Kerkhana and 
Tainalykha—with his cavalry covering Ins left flank. 

General Dehn, with battalions, 8 squadrons and sotmas, and 40 B , 
was posted at Gulverein as a general reserve and General C°unt Grabb 
Kapak-Tepeh with 3 battalions, 3 sotmas, and 8 guns to cover the "S 11 
and act as a support to Count Wittgensteins Cossack force of 20 sotmas, 
posted at Enghi-Keui, on the Kars-Chai. i n n onrl Tiplm w^re The forces under Generals Kousminsky, Count Grabbe, and Dehn 
placed under the orders ot General Roop. . frk In these positions the main forces of the Russians awaited the signal to 
attack from General Lazareff whose head-quarters were connected with the 
Kara-Yal by the field telegraph, protected by posts of Cossacks. 

At daylight on the 13th, a diversion was made by the luiks, both from 
Aulia-Tepeh and the Lesser YTrhni, against superior forces of the Russians 
near the Great Yahni-Tcpeh ; the Tepeh itself was held by 3 battalions and a 
field battery, and the Turks threatened it with 6 battalions, supported by some 
artillery from the Aulia-Tepeh and 7 battalions from the Lesser Yahm-Tepeh. 
According to the Russian accounts, the Turks were repulsed, losing some 
men, but it does not appear as if the affair was intended to be more than a 
demonstration on the part of the Turks, and certainly no serious attempt was 
made by Mukbtar Pasha to recapture the post. . , „ 

The Russians, in the course of this day, mounted 3 siege guns at Radji- 
Veli and commenced a continual shell fire night and day on the Auha-lepeh 
and Turkish head-quarter camp. TT . Tr . The Turks now held the lesser Yahni with 10 battalions, Vezm-Kem with 
some 15 battalions, and the Aulia-Tepeh with 4 battalions; some 30 battalions 
held the Aladia-Dagh, including posts on the Liaret and Nahlend iepehs. 

Mukhtar Pasha was joined on the 13th by 6 battalions from the rig 
wino-. Of the 10 battalions that had been ordered to join him, Ismail Pasha 
would only consent to part with 6 ; these arrived at Vezin-Keui on this day, 
having encountered and beaten off en route 2 regiments ot Russian cavalry 
from Digor. The G battalions previously ordered from the right wing had 
been recalled by Ismail Pasha! . A , 

In the meanwhile, General Lazareff had reached Digor with the head ot 
his column on the 12th, with his advanced guard at Akriak, having picked up 
en route the (detachment at Uzunkend and been joined at Digor by General 
Tsytovitch’s force from Hadji Bairam. In consequence of the forced maiches 
his troops had executed, a day’s rest was now given them in these positions. 
On the morning of the 11 th a reconnaissance was made towards Bazardjik and 
Hadji-Halil and a strong Turkish force was reported in a position near the 
former place. In the course of the morning a portion * ot the advanced 
<>’uard were pushed forward under General Loris Melikofff to seize some strong 
ground near the Turkish position. This was apparently done without 
opposition, the Turks being taken hy surprise, but the Russian advance guard 
was now threatened by the 3 battalions near Bazardjik and 6 battalions from 
Hadji-Halil,t and some sharp fighting occurred, through the Russians, being 

* 4 battalions, 2 companies of sappers, 1 regiment of dragoons, 1 regiment of irregular 
cavalry, and 14 guns. 

t Not the Commander-in-Ghief. v j r + According to the “Golos” General Lazareff found himself confronted by a strong body ot 
Turks, which had been sent from the Aladja Dagh, and occupied strong positions at Bazardjik on 
the south-western extremity of the Orlok heights—and as this contingency was not foreseen, he 
telegraphed to head-quarters for instructions. General Loris Melikoff immediately sent an order 
to occupy the important positions on Shatiroglu, and on the two heights flanking that hill m iront 
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rapidly reinforced, soon established themselves in force on the positions seized 
and pushed forward towards Vezin-Keui.* 

About noon, apparently, Mukhtar Pasha received intelligence that the 
enemy was advancing in force from Digor and w r as threatening his position in 
the direction of Vezin-Keui. He was soon afterwards informed that his 
troops holding the Tiaret Dagh, covering Vezin-Keui, were attacked in force, 
and that being taken somewhat by surprise, had been anticipated in the 
occupation of an important hill and had in consequence been obliged to yield 
a portion of the ground they had taken up to bar access to the valley of the 
Kars-Chai 

The Turkish General, now it "would seem for the first time realized the 
gravity of his situation and discovered that he was threatened in this 
dangerous quarter by a far more formidable force than he had been led to 
believe, for about this hour he appears to have sent Ferik llaschid Pasha with 
12 battalions, 2 field and 1 mountain batteries, and some 2,000 irregulars to 
the point threatened. 

This General, arriving as he did late on the field, at once attacked the 
foremost of the enemy, and at first, it appears, gained some success, the 
Russians were, however, now solidly established in force on the 0rlok-Bazardjik 
heights, and night soon put an end to the conflict. 

The sound of the firing was of course heard by the Russians in front, but 
a report on the situation does not appear to have reached the Russian headquarters 
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moving forward, notwithstanding the repeated orders sent to them to acceleiate 
their advance, and no sooner had they come into conflict with the hussian 
supports than a panic seized them, and, though by no means hard pressed, they 
retired precipitately, leaving the garrison ot Aulia-'l epeh to its fate. Still tor 
awhile the catastrophe was suspended by a sortie which was bravely attempted by a 
mere detachment of the defenders in order to relieve the detection of their 
comrades, but the odds against them were tremendous and the effect was on y 
momentary. A battalion armed with the Martini-Henry rifle, sent to reinforce 
the garrison, reached it with half its numbers, the other half joining the tioops 
operating against the left flank of the Russian attack. Ihese men, however, 
who had witnessed the withdrawal of the Sivri battalions, and who, it ap’tears, 
shared their panic, were so far from proving an accession of stiength to. e 
garrison, that they were the first to set the example of quitting then pos s. 
Three field guns were abandoned in the Aulia-1 epeh, and fell into the mm s o 
the Russians. Arm i This was the turning point of the day ; by the capture of the Aulia- lepen 
the Turkish centre was laid open in front, and the whole of General Heimann s 
force masking the Lesser Yahni, could now be brought to bear on the lurkisii 
left wing at Vezin-Keui. r 19 

Accordingly, after a short pause—during winch his front line of 1- 
battalions, extending from the western slopes of the Great Yahm-Tepeh to 
Tchift Tepessi, was reinforced by 4 additional battalions," and the " 
artillery brought forward—General Hermann resumed bis attack on the f ur 
positions on the Orlok-Vezin-Keui heights, and scarcely had the advaime 
commenced, when heavy firing announced that General Lazaietl v. s l 

General Lazareff, it appears, had^not taken ^y active ~es early in 

KeU 
General Heimann’s skirmishers and field batteries now gradually advanced 

SriTer 
1 
* 

CUtt 
TenerameuLff!Tt applamfnow rode forward to the scene of action and 

having examined the situation, took the following steps to foUow up the 
successes already gained. Seeing that the Turks were ^ an d make a stand at Vezin-Keui and that their positions ^ t(J the Lesser Yahni-Tepeh were still intact, he ordered Genera He,man t„ 
attack Vezin-Keui with a portion of Ins force and ’"‘^^Tepessi. 
Genma^'lL^zareff'was 

11 
to^ follow'up^ the enemy in the direction 

of«arlgh 

the retreat of the defenders on Kars. . , for T i 10 fnlrin 0 ‘ rtf the Aulia-Tepeh was, at the same ti , . 55 /i 

into a real attack. Accordingly, the 8 battalions towards 
forming his first line, were at 

“V^fter“p fight^^^^ the 
SkTeTssi atr^iredto rimir defences HigLr%,p. the Aladja-Dagh, 
against^ which the Russian " could 

^ siderable time, and it was not until the attacking force naa 

* The 4th (Niesluviez) Grenadiers an<l a'>at tali' and 2 of the 
f The 154th (Derbent) Regiment, 2 battalions of the lodid (na ; 

75 th (Sevastopol) Regimeni. ^ /viarUknwkav'l Reoiments with the 3rd Battery 
t The 156th (Elizabethpol) and the ArtiUery Brigade. 38th Field Artillery Brigade, and the 1st Battery 1st Grenadier neia it y 

^ 
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12 battalions and 36 guns, and the Turkish positions were turned on either 
flank,* that their resistance was broken. 

It is doubtful, however, whether such was the case in consequence oi the 
Russian attack alone, for, on the Turkish centre being pierced by the combined 
attacks of Generals Heimann and Lazareff, the Turkish troops on the Aladja- 
Dagh were warned of their danger and ordered to retreat, abandoning their stores 
and camp equipage; the result was, ot course, that the Russians pressed foi ward 
both on the front and flanks of the retreating r I urks and the resistance of the 
latter was soon at an end. As the Russian infantry pressed forward, their artillery 
had to cease firing, not being able to follow the skirmishers up the broken and 
rugged slopes of the mountain; the former, however, took many prisoners, and 
whole battalions of Turks, seeing their retreat cut off, laid down their arms. 
In the meanwhile the Turks on the Tchift-Tepessi and the heights of 
Bazardjik were gradually surrounded by portions ot Generals Heimann’s and 
LazarefF’s forces, as well as attacked by detachments of General Roop’s forces 
from the Aladja, and finally surrendered. At nightfall, however, portions of 
8 battalions, aggregating from 1,500 to 1,800 men, contrived to breakthrough 
the Russian lines and make good their way to Kagisman; and a somewhat 
larger number, it was afterwards found, effected their escape in small bands in 
other directions, but the remainder—about 7,000 officers and men, including 
two Ferik and three Liva Pashas, with 40 field and mountain guns—fell into 
the hands of the victors, the whole of the Turkish right wing on the Aladja- 
Dagh being thus either killed, taken, or dispersed. " After a final stand at Vezin-Keui, the left wing retired in disorder to 
Kars, but the pursuit does not appear to have been kept up for any distance, 
nor was the retreat of the forces holding the Lesser 1 ahni apparently cut off, 
for, under cover of night, the Turkish forces posted there—10 battalions with 
9 field and mountain guns, under “Capitan” Mehmet Pasha, which had been 
more or less surrounded during the day by the Russians—retired in safety, 
with its artillery, &c., unmolested to Kars. 

It is difficult indeed to account for the small amount of courage, 
determination and endurance exhibited by the Turkish soldier on this day 
compared with his previous behaviour in this part of the theatre of w r ar, for 
nothing like a real stand was made after the fall of the Aulia-Tepeh. The 
events and course that affairs took on the Turkish side after the loss of that 
important post, are perhaps best given in the words of a competent eye-witness who accompanied the Turkish General and actually saw how things occurred. “ My experience of the enthusiasm hitherto animating the Turkish 
soldier on the field of battle had not prepared me for the events which hereon 
(i.e. after the fall of the Aulia-Tepeh) ensued, nor were the Commander-in- 
Chief and his staff less taken by surprise at the apathetic indifference for 
which that enthusiasm seemed now to be exchanged. Whether appalled by the heavy losses they had sustained during the recent engagements and the 
miserable untended condition of their wounded comrades, or subdued by the 
exposure, suffering, and short rations to which they had been subjected and 
which had occasioned wholesale desertions, whether conscious that their 
communications were virtually intercepted, or more probably still, disheartened 
and demoralised by the first indication of a retreat,t the same men who had 
before borne themselves so courageously and held their ground so tenaciously in many a hard fight now seemed to be utterly prostrated. Nowhere after the 
fall of the Aulia-Tepeh did they once attempt to make a stand. As the 
Russian batteries advanced, they abandoned position after position without 
firing a shot, and neither persuasion nor threat could induce them to await the 
enemy’s assault. For the rest of the day, while exposed to the heaviest cross-fire 

* On the right by the 152nd (Vladikawkaz) Regiment, and Prince Tch avtchavadze’s irregular 
cavalry and 2 squadrons of the 17th (SiSversk) Dragoons, and on the left by the 1 st (Catherianoslav) Grenadiers and 2 squadrons of the 17th (Sigversk) Dragoons, with 4 horse artillery guns. 

f During the attempt on the part of the Turkish officers to check the panic and turn back 
the fugitives, the men denounced the retreat from Kizyl-Tepeh, and one of them, attacking an 
officer of high rank with his bayonet, asked why they had been required to shed their blood in 
rain in capturing that post if there were no intention of retaining it; and this sentiment has, it 
appears, been repeated in various quarters to justify or explain the conduct of the Turkish soldiers 
on this day. 
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owing to their feeble defence, but they are not and probably never will be 
known, as owing to the complete way in which the lurkish force on the J 
Dagh was broken up, a large number of men took ‘ he . , 
decairminff and not reioining the colours. 1 he number of prisoners taken by 
the Russians is given in an official account, dated 24th October, as T Pashas, 
250 officers, and 7,000 unwounded men.t The number oi guns taken up to 
this date was 35, but some more were known to have been abandoned by the 
Turks in the rocky ravines of the Aladja Dagh. Several camps, with tents 
baggage, and large quantities of stores and ammunition also tell into the hands 
of the victors. 

The Russians give their own losses as 7 
40 officers and 1,162 men wounded. 

officers and 223 men killed, and 

THE RETREAT FROM KARS TO KIETJPRI-KEUI. 
Mukhtar Pasha reached Kars on the evening of the 15th with the debris 

of his left wing from Wezin-Keui, and was joined during the night by 
“Capitan” Mohammed Pasha with the 10 battalions, &c., that had held the 
Lesser Yahni-Tepch duriug the battle. ™ i * i- . 

Ko time was now lost in telegraphing orders to Ismail Pasha to retire at 
once on Kieupri-keui, and to Dervish Pasha, at Batoum, to send 10 battalions 
toErzeroum, vid Trebizond; and Mukhtar Pasha, having collected a small force, 
at once prepared to quit Kars for the defence of Erzeroum before the tormer 
place was invested by the Russians. 

Leaving 31 broken battalions numbering some 10,000 men of all arms 
and classes to form the garrison of the city under Ferik Hussein Pasha, 
Mukhtar Pasha left Kars on the morning of the 17th with 9 skeleton battalions 
and 6 mountain guns, and marched by a mountain path via Bashkeui to 
Hunkiar Duzi, where he was joined by the remaining battalion fiom Pennck 
with 4 mountain guns on the 18th. He had however a narrow escape of being 
intercepted en route, for a Russian force, in strength of about a brigade in ith a 
numerous Cavalry, marched from Vezin-Keui on the 16th vid Tikma to Begli 
Ahmet, Nvhere it was only separated by a range of heights from Mukhtar 
Pasha s line of retreat. The weather however was so had that, though greatly 
aggravating the sufferings of the retreating Turks, it probably saved them 
from being observed, or at any rate from being molested. Had indeed 
the Cossacks shown themselves on the range in question, we are informed on 
good authority that such ivas the dispirited state of the Turkish force, the men 
would undoubtedly have at once dispersed. The Turkish Cavalry under 
Edhem Pasha, in fact, which was covering Mukhtar Pasha’s left flank in the 
plain, w as obliged to retire to Kars, but eventually retreated thence to Erzeroum, 
vid Pennek, with 580 horsmen of sorts, and horses for two or three batteries. 
On the same day that a Russian force marched to Begli Ahmet to cut off the 
communications with Kars, another force, in the strength of about a brigade, w as 
despatched to Kagisman, under General Lazareff. Its apparent object was to 
pursue and capture the fugitives belonging to the Turkish left wing who had 
escaped in this direction, and according to Russian accounts, the Khoper 
regiment of Cossacks overtook and captured a Pasha, a Bimbashi, and some 
200 or 300 men between the Aladja Dagh and Kagisman on the 17th. 

Mukhtar Pasha's retreat to Hunkiar Duzi was accompanied by much hardship 
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of his troops, collect stragglers, and endeavour to check the advance of the 
Russians, so as to cover the retreat of his right wing, under Ismail Pasha, now 
re triring vid Delihaba to Kieupri-keui. He accordingly again retired on the 
23rd and took up a strong position at Ketchek Sood, a village about 3 miles 
in rear of his old entrenched position near Zewin. His force now consisted of 
10 broken battalions (averaging 240 rank and hie), 10 mountain guns and a few 
horsemen, amounting in all to not more than 2,800 men of all arms. At 
Erzeroum there were two indifferent battalions which had been recalled from 
Kieupri-keui on the first tidings of Mukhtar Pasha’s defeat, and at the latter 
place some stragglers only. The Olti line was now completely denuded of 
Turkish troops. At Ketchek Sood, distant some 28 miles from Kieupri-Keui, Mukhtar 
Pasha now halted to observe the advance of the Russians from Milliduz, and 
from the vantage of a hilly and difficult tract of country, was enabled, 
though at some risk on the 24th, to surprise a Russian reconnoitring party of 
3 regiments of cavalry, with a rocket troop and half a battery of horse 
artillery that had ventured within his reach ; in the skirmish which ensued 
the Russians were worsted, and retired on Milliduz. 1 his success, though 
slight in itself, was of great advantage to the Turks, and their spirited 
manoeuvre in all probability suggested to the Russians the presence of a large 
Turkish force near Zewin, menacing their right flank. Anyhow to Mukhtar 
Pasha’s courage and energy must be attributed the safety of Ismail Pasha's 
retreat, as will be afterwards seen. 

On the 26th, however, the Turkish General finding the Russians in strong 
force on the heights of Milliduz, destroyed all surplus stores collected at Ala- 
kilisseh, &c., and retired unmolested to Kieupri-keui, where he was joined 
on the following day by Ismail Pasha with 24 battalions, some 2,000 caialr) 
(regular and irregular), and 33 field and mountain guns, numbering some 
14,000 men of all arms. He was now also joined by three Pashas, supposed to 
have been taken prisoners on the Aladja Dagh,—viz., the two Circassian commanders, 
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OPERATIONS BETWEEN THE TURKISH RIGHT AND RUSSIAN 
LEFT WINGS. 

The demonstration on the 29th ult. was only an exchange of artillery 
fire at long ranges without any apparent object, and the regular troops on 
either side continued to remain in September in the camps they occupied in 
August, both sides being apparently either unwilling or unable to undertake 
anything decisive. 1 . 

On the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd September, Ismail Pasha leceived some reinforcements 
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89 
On the 16 th, owing to the seventy of the weather and the marshy state of e ground, the Turkish head-quarters and main body descended to the position occupied by their advanced guard, near Khalifalu. Owing" to the presence of a Russian force at Tcharekdjilis, however, a cliange in the disposition 

٨٥ المرجع: IOR/L/MIL/17/16/20 حق النشر: المُلكية العامة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100044879527.0x000056 :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100044879527.0x000056?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


"الحرب الروسية-التركية، ١٨٧٧. العمليات في آسيا." [٤٣ظ] (٤٢/٢٠)

90 

descended a ravine on the right of the Turkish position but were speedily 
observed by the Russians, who brought forward a couple of heavy field guns 
from their main camp-half way between Khalifalu and Igdyr-and from a point 
about 1.000 yards on their side of the former place, unlimbered and opened tire, 
nushinn- forward at the same time a battalion in extended order to the east of 
the village. This at once checked the advance of the Turkish irregulars and 
both sides then continued firing at each other at long ranges and with little 
effect till evening. The Turks at the same time opened an arti lery fire from 
their advanced batteries on the Russian guns and skirmishers. The firing went 
on till dark, with little damage to either side. On the Turkish side the losses 
were 1 Bashi-Bazouk and 2 horses killed and 1 man wounded Towards even- 
ino* a Russian ammunition wagon was blown up by a lurkisn she . 

In the meanwhile another and more serious tight was going on on the other 
flank 1 ate in the afternoon 4 Russian battalions, supported by 4 guns a - 
vanced from the village of Yokari-Cherik-Jileh, and made a more serious but 
unsuccessful attack on the Turkish extreme left. They were met by 3 1 urkish 
battalions, occupying a position about 1,000 yards m front of their camp a ter- 
wards supported by a portion of another battalion and 3 guns advanced for the 
purpose These guns were, it is said, used with considerable effect on the 
Russian skirmishers, but were retired on the latter coming within rifle range. 
The Russians made three distinct advances on the Turkish position, which was 
temporarily strengthened by stone breastworks, but were repulsed each time with 
considerable loss. A regiment of Cossacks advanced during the engagement, and 
dismounting, supported their infantry as skirmishers, whilst on the J urkish 
side, seme GOO Koords under Erak Bey came to the support of their infantry 
on their extreme left, and, dismounting, materially checked the Russian advance 

The Turkish loss in this action is given as 5 killed and 12 wounded 
(among the latter was Kaimakam Hafiz Bey commanding on the left of the 
Turkish position, mortally wounded). m , . , , . -p, . 

Simultaneously with the real attack on the Turkish left, the Russians 
made a demonstration with one battalion from Khalifalu on the centre, but 
beyond a good deal of firing between skirmishers, nothing took place. The 
Turkish loss was nil. 

The total Russian loss in the engagement is not known, but it was undoubtedly 
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tlTLft Tur t kish P 0sUi0n ’ t 1 W0 more bein S employed day and night on ne lelt tront as opportunity occurred at road making-. 
tint anV]™n™ eri | in "m f k thC 27 > th jt Wa f docided at the Turkish head-quarters 
overlonWifr.^ Ar 10U d b ? ’? ade at , Illldnl ght on the extreme left to a position 
nrev ondv S 16 ̂ USS .?~ Igd y r road ’ about one mile *0 the west of the position 
fen, nr y 0 CCU H d ’ bls movement thus enabling the Turks to connect their 
,®"h e. ra 0' roads for their artillery with the main road above mentioned. A ttaiion ot Chasseurs, 4 companies of an infantry battalion, and 4 — 4 -pounder guns accordingly took up a position on the front of a spur, on the left of which was the broad, deep, winding ravine along which the main road runs, and on the right another ravine, deep, but narrow. The Turks immediately threw up stone parape walls along the face of the spur, but made their usual mistake in neglecting to look after their flanks while making their front nearly impregnable. 
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accordance with that General’s orders. These battalions were, it is said, among the best and most reliable under Ismail Pasha’s orders, and their withdrawal, 
together with the disappearance of the greater part of his irregulars, now quite precluded any idea that General might have had of assuming the offensive, if indeed such had ever been his intention at any time. 

On the other hand, on the 9th or 10 th, a Russian force consisting of 4 
battalions, 2 sotnias, and a field battery, w r as detached under General 
Tsytovitch, via Hadji Bairam, to Digor, there to join General Lazareff (see 
page 78). This movement was, it appears, noticed by Ismail Pasha’s head- 
quarters, and the Turks were fully satisfied that the Russian centre was being- reinforced from the left wing. On the 14th a demonstration was made along the whole front by the 
Turks, with the avowed intention of attracting the Russian troops from their 
camps and showing their strength. The following was the general disposition of the Russian outposts:—3 advanced pickets of from 10 to 12 men each 
with about 60 men in support, were posted in the ravines between the Turkish 
right wing and Khalifalu, the latter village being occupied by a reserve of 
1 battalion and 1 squadron or sotnia, reinforced at night by an additional 
battalion and a field battery (8 guns). The disposition of the outposts in front 
of Tcharekliger was much the same, with the exception that the reserve—usually 
consisting of 1 battalion, 2 squadrons or sotnias, and 4 guns —was pushed 
forward along the Mussin road to the ravines on the extreme left of the Turkish 
position. The Turks about noon on this day began by pushing forward a line of 
skirmishers towards Khalifalu from the 6 battalions occupying entrenched 
positions on the slopes in their front on the right of the Zor ravine, to oppose which the Russians sent forward a line of skirmishers from the village, with a 
squadron of cavalry on each flank. At the same time the Turks threw forward 
their left wing and occupied the ground which had been the scene of the 
conflict on the 27 th; this wing consisted of 12 battalions of infantry, 1 regiment 
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liger, and 1 battalion from Khoshkhabar to Oba. The Russian cavalry, with 
the exception of the squadrons mentioned, remained in camp. The Turkish losses in the affair are given as 1 officer and 3 men wounded. 
Those of the Russians are not known, but were probably as insignificant. The Russian troops engaged, according to their own accounts, were the 
150th (Taman) and 75th (Sevastopol) regiments, 2 squadrons of Caucasus 
dragoons and 3 sotnias of Caucasus Cossacks. 

As a demonstration to compel the Russians to show their strength, these 
proceedings on the part of Ismail Pasha w r ere futile. There was an absence of 
reality about them which must soon have been as evident to the Russians as to 
the Turks themselves, and no more was seen by the Turks than was every day visible in camp, while beyond the appearance of the single battalion at Oba, 
there was no indication on the part of the Russians to what extent they 
occupied the villages. On the 13th or 14th, a large force of Russian cavalry was detached and 
made a reconnaissance or demonstration in the direction of Kagisman and 
Nachdshevan, with a view to interrupting the Turkish reinforcements on their 
way to join Mukhtar Pasha. 

Retreat of the Turkish Right Wing to Kieupri-keui. 

On the morning of the 16th a general parade of all the Russian troops under General Tergukasoff took place, and a salute of 101 guns was fired in 
honour of the victory before Kars. On the same evening a telegram in cypher was received at the Turkish head-quarters from Mukhtar Pasha announcing his 
defeat, and ordering an immediate retreat to Kieupri-keui. The contents of the telegram were kept secret, but a council of war was 
at once held in Ismail Pasha’s tent, and at 8 p.m. orders were issued for a 
general retreat to the positions that were occupied before the 16th September. The baggage was now hastily packed, and at 9 p.m. the tents were already 
being struck. At 7 p.m. the Turkish head-quarter camp was struck and sent 
up the mountain. The greater part of the artillery on the right wing w r as 
moved across the ravine near Ghinudi towards Zor, as soon as possible after the issue of orders—or about midnight. A half battery remained on the 
ground in front of head-quarters till 3 p.m., when it also retired to take up a 
position near Ghinudi, but all the infantry, except 6 battalions, continued to occupy the advanced posts in front of each wing till early morning, when they followed the baggage trains to the rear, the advanced posts being finally withdrawn shortly before sunrise. 

The distance to be got over was short—two hours’ march by daylight—but the night was dark, and the road bad, especially wdiere the deep and precipitous Zor ravine had to be crossed, so that the day was well advanced before the 
troops were settled down in their old position near Zor, which they had 
occupied for six weeks immediately after crossing the frontier on the 6 th 
August (some 1,650 feet above the position they had just quitted). The night was fortunately fine, and the arrangements for the retreat appear 
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of 7 or 8 battalions of infantry, 8 or 10 squadrons of sotnias and 2 batterios of artillery advanced from Chiraka by the road leading from that nlacHn 
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contrast to the bad weather experienced in their night march 48 hours previously 
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the Karabulak pass. It reached Bayazid in safety, however, on the same night, but subsequently retired, as will be afterwards seen, to Barghiri, on the road to Van. The day’s march on the 2 . 0 th was to Gerger—a small village on the left bank of the Euphrates, distant some 23 miles. The march was a long and 
trying one for troops in such a harassed condition and impeded with long- trains ot baggage, and the camp which was on a good defensible position on the right bank of the stream, was not reached till night. To raise the spirits of the troops, who appeared to think that the hurried retreat was due to fear of hussian pursuit, Ismail Pasha caused copies ot a telegram to be circulated in the camp just before starting, to the effect that a Russian General had been taken prisoner in the Schipka Pass, together with bis army-corps of 50,000 men ! This rumour was generally believed in, and it did not ooze out until two or three days afterwards that the telegram bad no foundation. In the course of the day’s march a detachment of Cossacks that had crossed the Russian frontier near the Balikly Gol, came down by a mountain track to the neighbourhood of Utch-Kilisseh, near which place they came into contact with some Turkish regular cavalry and a skirmish ensued in which the 
Kol-Aghani* (wing officer) and 2 troopers on the Turkish side were either killed or taken prisoners. The Cossacks, however, retired, and did not molest the Turkish retreat. Some 150 stragglers were left behind on the line of march during this day’s retreat, and great exhaustion was now everywhere apparent in the force. Gerger was reached in the night. On this day, Ismail Pasha was joined at Utch-Kilisseh by the 4 battalions that had been sent from the camp at Zor on the 14th to join Mukhtar Pasha. 
Having heard of the disaster at Kars, they remained halted at Utch-Kilisseh 
awaiting the retreat of the right wing. On this day the cavalry of General Tergukasoff’s advance guard reached TJtch-b ilisseh, and a body of Turkish cavalry numbering some 1,000 sabres (regulars and irregulars), were sent along the road to reconnoitre. Thev came upon and surprised a Russian cavalry picket at Tachlidgeh; following them 
up, they then came on the Russian cavalry in the strength of some 6 or 7 
squadrons and sotnias at Utch-Kilisseh, with whom, however, they do not seem to have interfered. Orders were now sent to the Turkish cavalry to check any further advance of the Russian cavalry, but the latter appeared nevertheless at Karakilisseh on the afternoon of the following day (24th). The infantry of 
Tergukasoff’s advance guard reached Mussin on the 23rd, their advance being much impeded by the bad state of the weather and road. 

Having now considerably distanced the Russians, none of whom had been seen following in rear during the day, a halt was made till midnight on the 
21st, when the force again retired some 15 miles to a strong position 3 miles west of Karakilisseh, where it halted for a clear day (23rd) to rest the troops and allow stragglers to come up. Some 350 or 400 sick and some stores were now despatched in advance on'ponies to Erzeroum. 

Early on the morning of the 24th Ismail Pasha again resumed his retreat, the baggage and ammunition train moving off at 1 a.m., followed at 3.30 
by the infantry (24 battalions) and artillery (33 guns). 1 battalion and 3 field 
guns were now detached by a southerly and circuitous route to reinforce the detachment at Bayazid. The rear guard, consisting of 5 battalions and 2 squadrons, finally left the position at 4.30 a.m. 'Hie day was fine and there was a slight frost hardening the roads, and the head of the column reached 
Zeidikan (18 miles) at the foot of the Kosd Dagh about 10.30 a.m. (between Karakilisseh and Zeidikan there is a gradual rise of some 500 feet). Great 
consternation prevailed among the inhabitants of the villages through which 
the Turkish army was now retiring, and all who could manage to transport themselves and their families accompanied the Turkish troops, dreading the 
Koords who followed in rear. 

A council of w r ar was now held, and reconnoitring parties of cavalry sent 
forward along the road to Delibaba, and towards evening the column which had 
halted near Zeidikan during the greater part of the day, was directed by the 
Djeli—Gedik road on Kurdali—some 6 miles distant—where the troops arrived 

* It was generally supposed by the Turks that this man, who was a Caucasian, deserted, 
and went over to the Russians during the skirmish. 
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and bivouacked at about 7 p.m. At the same time a flanking column of 
5 battalions and some cavalry marched by the Chat or easternmost road across 
the mountains. The Djeli—Gedik road attains a height of 6,200 feet near 
Halias; it was by this road that General Tergukasotf retired in the previous 
June, and it had been greatly improved by the Russians, still, owing to the 
exceptionally steep gradients and muddy subsoil, it was a formidable obstacle 
to a retreating army encumbered with wheeled transport, especially in wet 
weather. 

On the 25th, the column marching again at about 1 a.m., found the road 
all but impassable. AVith each gun, there were 500 infantry and extra relays 
of horses, yet it took 8 hours to drag them a distance of little more than half 
a mile near Kiurdali, and so difficult was the greater portion of this day’s march 
that the artillery did not arrive at the camping ground near Halias, distant 
about 11 miles, till the following night. Snow fell continually, and marching for the strongest w r as no easy matter 
under the circumstances; for the sick and exhausted it was in many cases 
impossibe, and many a poor fellow was left to perish by the roadside, utterly 
unable to stagger on a yard further. 

In the afternoon the troops prepared to bivouack near the memorable 
heights of Halias, where Tergukasoff’s advance had been checked in the early 
summer; the baggage was some three miles ahead at the village of Henkilias, 
but on a report being received that Cossacks had been seen in the neighbourhood, 
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aggravated was now the disorganization of the Turkish troops—so confirmed is their habitual neglect of the commonest precautions against surprise—that, about 2 a.m. on the morning of the 29th, their rear guard was overtaken and 
surprised by a Kussian force (2 regiments of dragoons,* 2 sotnias of 
Cossacks, a rocket troop, and halt a battery of horse artillery) without the 
slightest alarm being given of its approach. The village of Hassan Kaleh was traversed and occupied by the Russians, and many Turkish officers and men, who had sought shelter in the place, were killed or taken prisoners. The Turkish rear guard—consisting of the four Kieupri-Keui battalions, under Mohammed Ali Bey, which had bivouacked separately—was cut off, and had to fight its way through the Russians, and it was not until daylight that the main body of the Turkish force could recover from the alarm into which it had been thrown, and resume its march, without, however, attempting to rescue its rear guard. The 
night was dark and wet, and so complete was the surprise that the Turks in Hassan Kaleh were first alarmed by being fired on by the Russian guns. According to Russian accounts, some 100 Turks were shot or cut down, and 1 Pasha and 120 officers and men taken prisoners. The Russian infantry occupied Hassan Kaleh at about 5 p.m., and the cavalry pushed on somewhat 
further; but so great was the fatigue of the Russian troops that no pursuit was 
attempted, and the Turks continued their retreat after 4 ft jdight unmolested. 
They reached the Deve Boyun about 11 a.m., with their diminished battalions, marching in tolerable order; these were now posted at the several points- pre-determined by Mukhtar Pasha. Their rear guard had, however, to maintain a running fight with the Russians before it was able to extricate itself. One battalion broke up, and the men dispersed, it was believed, to their homes; the 
remaining three battalions eventually reached the Deve Boyun, but a large proportion of the men were missing. The firing between the Turkish rear 
guard and the Russians did not cease till near 11 a.m. The Russian advance guard pushed forward in the course of the day to 
Kuruyuk, distant some 3 miles from the Turkish outposts, where it was joined on the following morning (30th) by the main body from Kieupri-Keui, with 
head-quarters at Hassan Kaleh. r l he cavalry of Generals Heimann and Tergukasoff had effected a junction at Kieupri-Keui on the 28th (the same day that Ismail Pasha’s force had quitted it), and the Russian columns now pushed forward to the Deve Boyun, but so severe was the fatigue of the troops, entailed by their recent forced marches, and so great the depth of their columns, that a halt was necessary before their forces could be sufficiently closed up to undertake active operations against the Turks now holding the head of their column in check. 

Mukhtar Pasha was now again in command of the Tuikish forces and lost no time in turning the respite allowed him by General Heimann to account in 
strengthening his position, which is described as strong and the line of defence well planned and armed, especially in the centre and on the right flank. 

On the 31st, the Russians reconnoitred towards Mukhtar Pasha's position, 
feeling apparently for a road towards the left flank of the Turks, and the latter at once took the hint and strengthened the points menaced. 

Both sides now continued to watch each other till the 4th; the Russians, on the one side, busily reconnoitring the Turkish positions, and the Turks, on the other, using every additional hour allowed them in strengthening their 
defences. The chances of the latter, indeed, looked better and better every moment. Their demoralization, it is true, was great, and their fighting qualities much shaken, but the Mushir was doing his best to revive their confidence, and, on the 31st, addressed each brigade separately, with apparently good effect. 

By the 3rd November, some 3,000 Turkish fugitives and stragglers had 
rejoined the colours, and two battalions were expected on the following day 
(4th) from Trebizond. 

The position occupied by the Turks on the Deve Boyun had the common 
fault of being too extended for the force holding it, being nearly 8 miles 
in its entire length. Communication between the different parts of the 
position, as well as between the position of the reserves in rear and the front 
line was moreover difficult, both by reason of the rocky and precipitous nature 

* The IGth (Novgorod) and 17th (Sieversk) Dragoons. 
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of the slopes and the isolated character of the various hills on which the 
Turkish troops were posted. It may be briefly described as consisting in the centre of a large elevated 
plateau with precipitous sides, and difficult ot access (held by 12 battalions, with 
6 siege and 12 field guns); on the right of a range of hills of considerable 
elevation, of which the 4 isolated peaks or mamelons were entrenched or 
fortified; and on the left of a still more elevated mountainous block, situated 
between the two roads which, coming from the Passin valley, circle round its 
base on either side into the plain north of Erzeroum, by Wank and the village 
of Mudurgha respectively, i'he defences of the right and centre covered the 
only two other roads which lead from the Passin valley to Erzeroum, the one 
being the main caravan road from Hassan Kaleh passing the base of the 
plateau to the right, and the other a bye road from Kertren, skirting the hill 
which formed the extreme right of the position. From that point a wide 
gulley runs down the position on each side, embracing beyond the plateau a low 
range of hills in front of, and only separated by a deep valley from the line of 
defences on the Turkish left. 

The whole of these defences were held, on the evening of the 3rd, by 
Mukhtar Pasha, with a force of some 40 battalions with 8 siege, 63 field, and 
17 mountain guns, amounting in all to some 20,000 men. The fieldworks and 
trenches were, however, far from completed by this date, and had the serious 
defect of being constructed of stone with a mere outward facing of earth. 

The want of some good cavalry was now severely felt by the Mushir, both 
for scouting and harassing the enemy’s communications, but the little that was 
left of this arm in the Turkish force appears to have been hardly of any use. 

General Heimann had advanced from the Soghanli-Dagh with some 
35 battalions and 100 guns, and General Tergukasoff from Igdyr with some 
10 or 12 battalions and 40 guns (the latter had left a detachment at Bayazid, and had, moreover, to watch his communications, again threatened by the 
Koords). The combined Russian forces which had moved up to attack 
Mukhtar Pasha on the Deve-Boyun by the 3rd, consisted of some 40 battalions, 
with from 120 to 13u guns, and a general attack was fixed for the following 
day. 

Battle of the Deve-Boyun. 

During the night of the 3rd, large bodies of Russian infantry were pushed forward and concealed in the hollows at the foot of the Turkish positions, and 
by daylight the whole of General Heimann’s and TergukasofTs artillery had 
advanced in the plain and was ready to open fire. At about 7 a.m. a body of 
Russian cavalry moved towards the Turkish centre, and Mukhtar Pasha ordered 
some Turkish cavalry down the slopes to check its advance. The Russian 
cavalry at once retired, followed by the Turks, but the latter were now soon 
exposed to a withering fire from some concealed Russian infantry, and 
immediately broke and tied. By 8.30 there was a general artillery fire along the whole line. At about 11 a.m. the Russian infantry began to advance 
against the right of the Turkish position, where an artillery and infantry combat raged during the remainder of the day. By 3 p.m., however, the 
Turks, though offering a stubborn resistance, had been gradually pressed back 
for upwards of a mile, the infantry on both sides keeping at about 500 yards from each other and firing from under cover. During the early part of the day the Mushir was himself here in command and was slightly wounded, and in 
the course ot the engagement the Turkish centre was considerably weakened 
to reinforce the right, where the Russians were visibly gaining ground. On the Turkish left, the Russians apparently remained satisfied with 
keeping the Turks in check, and though a constant musketry as well as artillery fire was kept up all day, the Russian infantry did not push forward to nearer 
than 1,000 yards from the defences occupied by the Turks. 

The battle, however, was decided in the centre. To the left of the road, at a short distance in front of Mukhtar Pasha’s head-quarter camp, lay the 
large, flat-topped, elevated plateau, forming the centre of the position, and 
held in the morning by 12 battalions with 6 siege and 12 field guns ; by 3 p.m. however this detachment had been considerably reduced to reinforce the right, 
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f h # e Russian skirmishers, who had remained inactive for half an hour or so after seizing the plateau now descended slowly to the foot of the ravine slope and a large body of Russian infantry (some 5 or G battalions), that had remained stationary at about a mile from the mamelon, advanced; after the Lurks had abandoned the latter, and moved straight up the road towards the I urkish head-quarter camp. The two unbroken Turkish battalions remained howevei, steady and even made a forward movement towards the advancing Russians. Any attempt, however, to seriously attack such overwhelming odds was of course out of the question, and they slowly retreated after the other fugitives A striking contrast to the general debacle was the conduct of 2 companies of Turkish infantry held in reserve at head-quarters, with 2 heavy field guns, he former, led by a stafi officer, moved down a slope of the ravine in rear of the plateau to check any forward movement of the Russians; it was a timelv and judicious movement, steadily executed, and formed a pleasing contrast to the scene around; the guns also were well and coolly handled by a mounted artillery officer retiring to fresh positions as the Russian skirmishers advanced and doing all they could to check their progress. They were eventually saved. 1 he rout of the Turkish centre was complete. Some of the artillerymen detached the traces to abandon their guns, but on being quietly remonstrated with, hooked on again and made no further attempt to leave them. It was also a remarkable fact that in the general debandade no Turkish soldier was without ins arms nor was there any running or riotous conduct. About sunset the troops on the right of the Turkish left which was under the Capitan ” Mehemet Pasha, began to quit their posts and retire to 
2 D 
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Erzeroum,* and at about 6 p.m. the whole of the I urkish force had abandoned 
the Deve-Boyun and was making for the town. The attack on the Turkish 
rioht was not followed up, nor, fortunately for the Turks, was any attempt at 
pursuit made by the Russians, probably owing to the great fatigue of their 
troops and darkness setting in, but 36 siege and field guns, all the Turkish 
camps, with large quantities of stores and ammunition fell into their bands. 
According to General Heimann’s report, the Russians took 8 officers and 300 
men prisoners. Their own losses are given as 30 officers and 800 men killed 
and wounded.f The firing ceased at 6.30 p.m., and the Russians bivouacked m the positions 
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garnson of the lunette, penetrated by the salient and unprotected fforo-e and captured the work' together with a battalion of Mustaphiz— located m a hWL house or defensible barrack, situated to the right of it-with little or no relist- at i’ ^ ^ 00r ̂ < escaping, however, conveyed intellio-ence to “Canitan” Mohammed I asha in fort Azizieh, of how things stood, and the valiant Prussian immediately determined to retake the work at all co^tl By sol mis^ke on the part of the Russians the party that had succeeded in this brilliant but 
t fTTTi " a a n ft q v te unsupported, and dawn was just breakino- when it was attacked by 2 battalions of Turks, under the “ Capitan ” and nearlv every man that belonged to the party either killed or taken prisoner Accord^ 
did not reach t f ““‘t’ th<! - r ,0St their wa ^ 0 ' vi ng the darkness and 
storminVnt ? t them > bnt the fact remains the same, the 
h an 7i? if'Y .''■us destroyed for want of support. Had the latter been at 
p‘ •’ !s admitted on call sides that Erzeroum must have fallen Of the 
founTu^nd ^t ^ C ̂ tmed the r lunette ’ u P™ rd * of 300 were killed in and 
ZX ^ l ? » ken P r ? soners ^ of whom > however, only 14 were saved alive 
the r enrlv P a S e f [ tl0ns ;" The ̂̂ sians tried, hut too late, to follow up 
the Inn ia S Tf S and b f ou ? ht forward the remainder of the column against 
pv! 11 thG Turk ? held their though suffering great lost and entually the Russians retired, followed for some distance by the Turks. ie loss on the Turkish side was heavy. Of the battalion holding the lunette numbering some 820 men, only 230 could be found on the following 
THp w remainder having it is supposed either been killed or taken prisoners t • e t ? tal loss of the Turks is not, however, known. That of the Russians is given m an official report as 32 killed and 600 wounded, but, as thev left 287 corpses in the Medjidieh lunette alone, this figure is evidently much below the 

1 he feigned attack on the south of the town was met by a heavy artillery and musketry fire from call the Turkish works near, which are described as beino- soon in a general blaze, firing on imaginary assaulting columns in the darkness and at daylight the column which had advanced in this direction retired Trough the Adbul-Rahman-Ghazi defile to the mountains, followed shortly afterwards to the Deve-Boyun by the column that had failed to support the real attack. I he lurks, elated by their success, now followed in pursuit for some distance and inflicted, it is said, considerable loss on the retiring Russians ihe latter, however, made a stand near the pass, and the Turks retired to their works. 
On the 10 th a skirmish took place between the outposts near the Deve- 1 oyun, leading to no results except adding to the killed and wounded on either side, and again on the 11 th another engagement of a similar nature took place, hut on a larger scale. On the morning of the 10 th the Russians sent a bag of 

*■ It is stated by the lurks that a Russian Engineer Officer who had formerly been employed as a dragoman to the Russian consulate in Erzeroum led the storming party. He was killed and plans of the works were found in his possession. f lids battalion was threatened with the severest penalties by the Muchir, for their careless ness; it was found, however that there were too tew left to punish, and their offence was condoned. 
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letters from Turkish prisoners to Erzeroum, and in tire course of the day 4 
Turkish battalions arrived from Trebizond, 2 more with a field battery being 
due on the following day. , , i kaa Turks in On the 11th General Heimann despatched some 500 wounded lur 
arabas from the Russian camps on the Deve-Boynn into hi zeroum. ■ 
all been well cared for and kindly treated, a strong contrast to the conduct 
the Turks, who invariably butchered their prisoners without mercy. 

On the evening of the 12th, at about 7 pm., a body ot Russian cavalry 
made a reconnaissance in the directoin ot the eastern works, and drove in some 
Turkish Norsemen, the latter losing 31 men, but on theform^o 

lowing m 
mu-suit, an indiscriminate tire was opened from nearly every 1 urkish tort or 
battery so much so indeed that two of the western forts threw several shells 
into the Turkish cavalry that had issued by the southern gate, and indicted 

.w.»*«>-b™.. m 
heavily On this day a body of Russian cavalry pushed forward to Mudnk to 
the north of Erzeroum, but the setting-in of winter now practically broug 
matt 

Onttiis day ^Russian deserter entered the Turkish lines. He was a pure 
Russian and gave a pitiful account of the state of the Russian camps. Gmnng 
as he did at such a moment, and giving an account of the state of affairs on 
the Russian side, which was contradicted by the villagers, it was generally 
suimosed in Erzeroum that he was sent there by authority. 11 The supply of provisions, See., in Erzeroum was now extremely scanty, 
partly on account of the inundations which cut off access from th ® T '“ a 

| 
es “ 

the north of the town, and partly on account ot the roving bands of l.ashi- 
Bazouks that infested the neighbourhood and effectually stopped all traffic. 

On the 18th it was determined to bring back the Government archives, 
&c and military chest, which had been sent to Baiburt after the defeat of the 
Deve Boyun, and confidence in being able to resist the Russians now grew 
stronger every day. 

Operations of the Turkish Left and Russian Right Wings (Ardahan). 

Early in September the Turkish left wing at Pennek, which had recently 
been reinforced to 6 battalions of infantry with some irregular cavalry and 
6 mountain guns, advanced to Tchermak, where it was joined by 2 battalions 
and some new levies from Ardanutsch, and threatened Ardahan, which was 
weakly garrisoned by the Russians ; the latter, however, instead °f evacuating 
the place as was expected by the Turks, reinforced the garrison with 3 | battalions 
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* 7t I’ P‘ :tober . » Russian column, under General Komaroff, affain advanced 

tteni lt;no°K PUShcd ° D un °Pl )0Sed - farafolti but was 
account of Ibe .nnT'i: 01 ' " c 8 T SOn ;t is “0‘exactly known, but probably on 
force liefnre V '" S iollnd 'mpassable—and reached General Melikoff’s 
sTatti ons lO or ip" ° r , ab0Ut the 3rd ° f It numbered some "5 battalions, 10 or 12 squadrons or sotmas, and 36 guns. 

BLACK SEA AND CAUCASUS. 
m 1 or no chan K e took place in the relative positions of the Russian and 
Noveml: 

* 0rCeS nCar ^ atoum during the months of September, October, and 
~ ."T 1 / 0 Kus ^ an f orce watching Batoum stm consisted of the greater part if not all ot the 41st Division, under General Oklobjio, numbering some 10 battalions, 20 squadrons and sotnias, and 50 guns. On the 2nd and 3rd September, engagements took place between the Russian troops near fort St. Nicolas and Kutais, and on the latter day, and the 9th, artillery combats before Batoum. On the 15th September, 16 battalions were moved from the coast to Ardahan; and, on the 22 nd, the Russian force at Soukoum Kaleh was removed to Tiflis. 

. the 2ist> an artillei 7 engagement took place before Batoum, and Fort St. Nicolas was bombarded by the Turkish fleet. 
Nothing now^ appears to have taken place till the 31st October, when some engagements again took place between detachments of the Kabuleti column and insurgents, near Kakout. 
About the 16th October, Dervisch Pasha detached 10 battalions from Batoum to Erzeroum, via Trebizond, by Mukhtar Pasha’s order. On the 7 th and 8 th November, the Russian artillery, which had been remforced by several siege guns from Ardahan, kept up a heavy fire on the lurkjsh positions at Katsoubani, and, according to Russian accounts, it was tlien discovered that the Turks were still strong in artillery and infantry. The Russian losses in this engagement are given as 8 men killed, and 1 officer and 38 men wounded. 
On the 11 th November, cannonading again took place all day, without 

apparently doing much damage on either side. Towards the end of August, a serious insurrection broke out in Daghestan, and severe engagements appear to have taken place between the Russian 
troops (the 20 th Division and Militia) and the insurgents on the 23rd 
September at Lavatsch, on the 24th at Koubisch, on the 30th at Kaipent, and, on the 3rd October at Dschemi-kent; in all of which, according to Russian accounts, the insurgents were defeated and dispersed, with slight loss to the Russian troops. 

By the 14th October, the insurrection appears to have been crushed in Southern Daghestan, but engagements took place in the central part—near Lawaschi—on the 15th and 16th, in which the Russians lost heavily, but the 
insurgent bands were dispersed. By the middle of October, the Samur District was in open rebellion, and it was said that, at one time, Tiflis itself was threatened by the insurgents, who now numbered some 18,000 men ; they w r ere however severely defeated 
by the Russian troops at Kulische, On the 28th, a Russian column was defeated by the insurgents at 
Zermalje. 

Tranquility was restored, according to Russian accounts, about the middle of November. 

SECOND SIEGE OF KARS. 
The details of the second siege of Kars in this campaign are as yet 

meagre in the extreme, and but little has hitherto been allowed to transpire 
by the Russian authorities. 

2 E 
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As has been previously mentioned, on the breaking up of the ordre de 
bataille ot the Russian force on the Aladja Dagh after Mukhtar Pasha s defeat 
on the 15th October, General Loris Melikoff with the 1st (Moscow) Grenadier 
Division, the 40th Division, two battalions of Sappers, some 40 squadrons and 
sotnias, and 15 or 16 batteries, together with the siege park and artillery from 
Alexandropol, was left to prosecute the siege of Kars, whilst General Heimann, 
with the remainder of the force, marched on Erzeroum. 

The head-quarters of the Russian army were moved to Yezin Keui 
immediately after the battle, and, by the end of the month, some 70 siege 
guns had been brought from Alexandropol, and were heavily bombarding the 
town and forts on the south and south-east. 

On the 25th October, the fortress was summoned to surrender, but 
refused. ,. 

On the 5th November, the Turk* mudeiTSortie on a small scale, according 
to Russian accounts, but were repulsed, and two battalions of the Kuban 
Regiment, following them up in pursuit, entered the Hafiz-Pasha labia, where 
10 officers and 40 men were taken prisoners, and 8 guns spiked. " 

On the 13th November, the Russian head-quarters were moved to Veran 
Kaleh—on the Akbaba Dagh, about 7 miles south of Kars. 

Early in the month, the besieging force was joined by a force m the 
strength of about a brigade, under General Komarotf, from Ardahan. 
force had advanced from the latter place on Erzeroum,t but had been recalled, 
for some reason as yet unknown, to reinforce General Melikoff, and the force 
under the latter now amounted to 39 battalions, some 40 squadrons and sotnias, 
with 150 field, and 70 siege guns. . v No preparation, it appears, was made for attempting a siege en regie. 
The Russian batteries were erected at their favourite long range, and did little 
more than annoy the besieged. The latter, it was well known at Russian 
head-quarters, were numerically, physically, and morally weak. The ganison 
necessary to hold the extensive works which surround the city has been 
computated, by good authority, at 30,000 men, whereas it scarcely amounted 
to 10,000, and these men who had been disheartened by hardship and defeat. 
Anyhow, it seems clear that, on the besieging force being reinforced from 
Ardahan, and the summons to surrender definitely rejected, it was decided by 
the Russian Staff to attempt to storm the fortress. 

The assault, which was at first fixed for the 13th, but, according to Russian 
accounts, was postponed on account of the weather, finally took place on the 
night of the 18th. . 

No details have as yet been published by the Russians, but the following 
is, briefly, what occurred. 

The attack commenced at 8.30 p.m. 
On the south, Forts Suwarri, Khanli, and Hafiz Pasha were carried by 

storm in the night by columns of the 40th Division (General Lazareff, right 
wins:), and the 1st Moscow Grenadiers and a regiment ot the 39th Division 
(General Count Grabbe, left wing) ; and, at the same time, the eastern foits 
Kara Dagh and Arab (Karapatlak)—were attacked and taken by forlorn hopes, 
the former being carried by the gorge, and the latter by a frontal attack. 

The capture of the southern works was followed, in course of time, by an 
attack on the suburb Ortakapi, which fell after some sharp street fighting. 

The western forts—Teckmas, Tih Tepeh, Laz, Ingliz, and Muckliz weie 
threatened apparently during the night by the Ardahan Brigade and the 
2nd Moscow Grenadiers, under Generals Komaroff and Roop, respectively, but 
were only taken towards morning. It does not appear very clear whether these 
works were really defended by the Turks. At any rate, the fall ot the western 
works was subsequent to that of the defences on the south and east, and was 
probably due to it. ' The result was, however, a concentric attack from the south and west 

* According to Turkish accounts, a party of 18 men succeeded in entering the work and 
captured a horse only. Being unsupported, they were of course, unable to follow up their success, 
and had to retire. 

f There is still some doubt about this. 
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morning 
t0Wn ° f ^ Citade1 ’ and their ultimate ca P tur e in the early £3 * 

A portion of the garrison tried to cut its way through to the mountains u was intercepted and captured, and few escaped except mounted men — among others, however, the Governor, Ferik Hussein Pasha 1 . 
the i ' r 63 ° f f t , i , e ? usslans '' ere heavy, but cannot be said to outweigh 
500 iX^inch 0 th f p SUCCeS , S - n The y are i" an official bulletin as 500 killed, including 1 General (Count Grabbe) and 50 officers, and 1 833 
not 

U 
known 

m 
h t n? 143 fX' The Turkish loSSe8 in kilIeJ a " d funded are not known, but were probably as severe, and those that were not killed were taken prisoners. The number of guns found in the place is given by the ■Russians as 300, together with a vast quantity of military stores and materiel. 

n, Meet'™’ T >e su PP° sed ’ ' va9 foun<1 in a wretched state of disease, 
hoSu Ti Uff p nn "’ and ,v me 4 ’ 500 sick and funded were found in the lospitals. I he kussian soldieis, it is said, committed no excesses + and on the morning of the 20th, the Grand Duke and Staff entered the city. 

’ ’ 1 e 
, .... Jud o cd ,1 -) r its results, the storming of Kars was undoubtedly a darino- and brilliant achievement, but it is only right to add that there is good reason to believe that the Russians once more found ready money to be a most useful article of siege equipment in the attack of a Turkish fortress. 

W. A. H. HARE, 
Lieutenant, Royal Engineers. 

I 
* According- to Turkish accounts a heavy bombardment had been kept up from the Russian batteries established on the south side of the town for 22 days prior to the assault, the greater portion of their projectiles being directed on the town. 
On the night of the assault, a very heavy fire commenced about 2 hours before sunset, and was kept up for 3 hours. Fort Faizi (?) Pasha was the first attacked, and fell almost without resistance. Forts Khanli and Hafiz Pasha were next taken after a very slight resistance, several of the principal Officers of the garrison having quitted their posts. The Russians then advanced between Forts Hafiz Pash& and Khanli, and, taking- possession of the south-eastern suburb of the 

town, pushed forward from it and attacked Fort Kara Dagh in rear. The garrison fled. Fort 
■Karapatlak afterwards fell without a shot being fired to a forlorn hope of 18 men who were followed at some distance by a regiment. 

Altogether the'resistance offered was practically nil, with the honourable exception of Fort Chim, which, held by a battalion cf Redif and a battalion of Nizam under a Bimbashi, made a 
most‘gallant and determined resistance, holding out till daylight, and inflicting heavy loss on the Russians. 

A false attack was made on fort Techmas. The garrison is described as having been in a 
complete state of demoralization, and the officers to have been worse than the men. The Commandin'; 
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Ordre De Bataille of the Russian Army at the Battle of 
the Aladja Dagh.—15th October 1877. 

Commander-in- CJu e 
*2nd m~Vdmmand .. 
Commanding the Artillery 

„ Engineers 
Chief of the Staff .. 

e irrana Duke Michael. 
Lieut.-General Loris Melikoff. 
Major-General Groubsky. 

? 
General Gourtchine ? 

Battalions. Squadrons or Sotnias. Batteries. 

Right Column.—Lieut.-General Heimann. 
(Brigades Shaak, Alvinow, and Reserve Soloview.) 

The Caucasus Grenadier Division 16 The 2nd (Eostow) Regiment of Grenadiers .. 3 • • • • 3 battalions, 151st (Piatigorsk) Regiment 3 .. .. 1st Battalion, Caucasus Chasseurs 1 • • , • 1st „ „ Sappers 1 . , • « The Caucasus Grenadier Field Artillery Brigade • • 6 2nd Battery, 1st Grenadier „ „ .... . # 1 2nd „ 21st Field Artillery Brigade • • 1 3rd and 4th Batteries, 39th Field Artillery Brigade .. • « 2 16 horsed field guns of the Siege Park • . 2 15th (Tver) Dragoons .. 4 # # 4 sotnias, 6th Orenburg Cossacks 5th Kuban H orse Artillery Battery 
4 • • •• 1 

Total 
(* Besides 3 siege guns mounted at Hadji Yeli.) 

24 8 13 
(* 104 guns.) 

Column of Major-General Kouzminsky. 

152nd (Yladikawkaz) Regiment 4 156th (Elizabethpol) „ 4 .. 1st Battery, 1st Grenadier Field Artillery Brigade 1 
Half-Battery, 6th Battery, 19th Field Artillery Brigade i 3id Battery, 38th „ „ 1 
Half-Battery, 5th Battery, 38th „ „ 2 sotnias, 1st Gorsko Mozdok Cossacks.. 2 2nd Irregular Daghestan Cavalry Regiment ,, 6 .. The Tchetchva Irregular „ „ 6 • • The Tiflis Regiment of Mounted Noblemen .. 6 * , m 4 sotnias, Mounted Militia 4 •• 

Total 
(* Besides 2 siege guns mounted on the Kizyl-Tepeh.) 

8 24 3 
(* 24 guns.) 
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Battalions. Squadrons or Sotnias T> -Batteries. 

Column of Major-General Count Grabbe (P osition.—Kabak-Tepeh.) 
3rd (Pernau) Grenadiers 3rd Battery, 1st Grenadier Field Artillery Brigade 3 sotmas, 7th Orenburg Cossacks 

Total 

3 
3 i 

3 3 i 
(8 guns.) 

Column of Maior-y - r (Reserve, Gulverein.) 
1st (Ekaterinoslav) Grenadiers .. 4th (Niesviege) „ . # # # ’ ’ ’ * "V 2 companies, 3rd Caucasus Sapper Battalion .. 2nd, 5th, and 6th Batteries, 1st Grenadier Field Artillery* Brigade .. .. .. ## J 
17th (Sieversk) Dragoons .... 2nd Astrakhan Cossacks .. 2nd Kuban Cossack Horse Artillery Battery .. 14th Don Cossack Horse Artillery Battery 

TO CO 
. 
. . • . 

4 4 
3 

J 1 
Total 6* 8 5 

(40 guns.) 

Column of Lieut.-General Lazareff. 
(Chief of Staff, Colonel Malana.) 

40th Infantry Division .. 12 
— 

75th (Sevastopol) Regiment 4 * * 
4th Battalion, Caucasus Chasseurs 1 2 companies, 3rd Caucasus Sapper Battalion 1 * * 
40th Field Artillery Brigade .. 6 3 guns, 6th Battery, 19th Field Artillery Brigade 3 3 „ 6th „ 39th „ „ (mountain I 8 

g^s) / •* • • A 8 10th (Nijni-Nbvgorod) Dragoons 4 1st and 2nd Yolgsk Cossacks 12 * * 
3rd Daghestan Irregular Cavalry Regiment . . 3 • • 
The Alexandropol „ „ „ 3 1st Terek Cossack Horse Artillery Battery 13th Don „ „ „ i i 

Total 17* 22 8J (70 guns.) 
Joined at Kambinsk by— 2 battalions, 153rd (Baku) Regiment .. 2nd Kislias Cossacks 2 .. 4 
Joined at Digor by Column under General Tsytovitch— The 154th (Derbent) Regiment.. 4 5th Battery, 39th Field Artillery Brigade 2 sotnias, Ouman Cossacks • • 2 i 

Grand Total .. 23* 28 9* (78 guns.) 

Cavalry Corps of Prince Wittgenstein. 
(Acting on the right of the army, in the Kars Chai Valley.) 

2nd Vladikavkaz Cossacks 4 4 sotnias, Eisk Cossacks •• • • 4 • • 
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112 ( 
Battalions. Squadrons or Sotnias. Batteries. 

Summary. 

Column of General Heimann .. 
„ „ Kouzminsky 
„ „ Count Grabbe 
„ „ Delm 

Lazareff 

24 8 13 8 24 3 3 3 1 6 2 8 5 
23^ 28 n 
65 , *71 -J 3 ' 4 [ (254 auns.l 

W. A. H. Ho 

l ; 

'il 

١٠٨ المرجع: IOR/L/MIL/17/16/20 حق النشر: المُلكية العامة

 http://www.qdl.qa/العربية/archive/81055/vdc_100044879527.0x00006d :اعرض على مكتبة قطر الرقمية 

http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100044879527.0x00006d?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


"خريطة مبدئية لنهر الدانوب بين سيستوفا وزيمنيتزا. لتوضيح مسار القوات الروسية في ٢٧ يونيو ١٨٧٧." [٥٥و] (٤/١)

/ 

SKETCH of DANUBE between SISTOVA and ZIMNITZA. TO ILLUSTRATE PASSAGE BY .RUSSIAN CORPS ON 271^ JUNE 1877. 
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To illustrate Operations of 2-8■• June 1877, and following days. 
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