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% side, the ship channel of the Shatt-el-Arab is
obstructed by a bar, which occasionally, batween
February and June, affords a very low depth of
water.

Hafar channel to Basrah.—From abreast of this
channel the navigation space of the river is ob-
structod by the low grassy Dabba island, 43 miles
long, and occupying three-fourths of the river
width. There are 2lso several other islands, some
of which, including Shamshamiyah Island, are
Turkish territory; but the private property of the
: Shaikh of Muhammareh. Opposite the southern end
of this island is the village of Mutawa, and thence (

e
x ->l—1§a§#¢ s s S
e e

for 18 miles up to Basrah there is deep watber ;
from here date groves line both banks of the river.

Bahmanshir River—The Bahmanshir river is
reached from the Khor-el-Amaya, and forms, with
the Shatt-el-Arab, the island of Abbadan, which
oxtends to Muhammarsch where the Bahmanshir
joins the Karun river. It was formerly the main
channel of the Karun.

U —

:
; The Khor-el-Amaya channel is tortuous and
5 shallow until near the Bahmanshir mouth, but
vessels drawing 7 feet can enter the river at low
water can navigate for 30 miles up: the least
depth to be passed over being a soft mud bar with
8 feet of water, 10 miles from the mouth. Inside
| the bar the depths vary from 10 to 15 feet, and at
, 5 cables from the mouhth there is as much as
10 feet. The Bahmanshir river is about 50 miles
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(v) Basrah Trading Company, British firm,
Exporters of dates and grain.

(v3) Messrs. Wonckhaus and Company, Ger-
man firm. Agents for Hamburg-America
Line.
(v#7) Russian Steamslip and Trading Com-
pany, of Odessa, also has an agency.
The only bank is a branch of the Imperial Otto-
man Bank.

Muhammareh.

- Anchorage.—(a) Inner Anchorage } mile from the
landing place. It can only beused by small stea-
mers up to 600 tons. It cannot be used if the Karun
be in flood.

- (b) Outer Anchorage. Between the entrance to
the Haffar canal and the west of Dabba island.
There are moorings for 27 steamers in smgle file,
B. L. boats usually anchor here,

Communication to the shore is by means of ballams,
bagkalehs, hghters and barges, of which the follow-
mg are available, in addition to 5 tugs, one of which
is suitable for heavy towing.

Following launches are also available :—

Persian Oil Company P |
Shaikh of Muhammareh .. Ly
Customs i g it
British Consal ., v PN |
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"The Shaikh of Muhammareh also hasa steam
yacht.

Name, Capacity. No.

Ballams .. 8 horses, 20 meo, or 140 mds. .. 200 r
Baghalehs .. 20 horses, 100 men, or 1,120 mds. 50 ]
Iron lighters .. 20 horses, 100 men, or 1,400 mds. 4
Wooden barges 20 horses, 100 men, or 1,120 mds. 8

Landing.—Landing places of unlimited extent
can be found anywhere on cither side of the Hafar b
canal, the Shatt-el-Arab, and the Bahmanshir canal, i
from barges or launches. A supply of 30 feet
planks is necessary. Date palm logs are available
for building picrs, ete., and barges might be used as
pontoons. Landingis muddy work, but not diffi-
cult except for animals. Landing should not be
attempted during strong ebb tides. The rise of tide |
is 6—9feet. The following wharves would be useful i
for landing storcs, ete.

Anglo-Persian Oil Company’s jetty on Abbadan | i
- Island at which steamers drawing 25 feet can berth. 1]
Customs wharf, Muhammareh 50 Yds. long
Lynch’s wharf, Muhammareh 50 do.

Nasim Company .. .. No details.
About 200 coolies are always available.

J Shipping.—The British India Steam Navigation
| company’s steamers call at Muhammareh weekly
with mails and cargo from Bombay and Karachi
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Fao.

Anchorage.—Steamers could anchor in the chan-
nel of the Shatt-e]l-Arab inside the bar, which is

~about % mile below Fao fort (see pages 9 and 39).
- There is no anchorage other than the Shatt-el-Arab

suitable for effecting a landing near Fao.

Landing.—At high tide landing by 'boats is not

difficult at many places along the bank of the Shatt-
el-Arab, and one or more of the numerous creeks
might al]so be utilised. At low tide banks of mud
are uncovered varying from 20 to 100 yards in
breadth, and disembarkation would be difficult.
Near the fort there is a small pier for landing material,

At the civil station of Fao, which is about 4 miles
above the fort, there is a rough stone jetty with

water dscp enough at the end of it for native dhows OF
ship’s boats,

In case troops had to land over mud or were ob-
liged to cross any creeks after landing, it would be
advisable to have a supply of 20’ planks or other
bridging material. Date palms might be utilized,

Umm Qasr.
The approach to Umm Qasy.

This place lios at the head of a rectangular
opening of the coast line, the space so formed
being occupied by Bubiyan Island, with the
Khur Abdullah and Khur Sabiya inlets leading
round the island to Umm Qasr. Just in front of
Umm Qasr is the smaller island of Warbah,

e IR —

&

BRITISH
Advyan

\a

s sk s Sa dund ;1L Ga [OR/LIMIL/A7/15/48 gl
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100038753556.0x00004d ;i il sk 458 o (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100038753556.0x00004d?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

sibaoll s it
Qatar National Library

(VYYIVY) [BYo] " diad) cpadi )l DL oo Axilae cladle”

s e e Sa And ) L G [OR/L/MIL/A7/15/48 e 4l
Varchive/81055/vdc_100038753556.0x00004€ sl kb i le i 2!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100038753556.0x00004e?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

sibaoll s it
Qatar National Library

(VY YIVA) [5%7] "diadl Gadl )l L oo dpilare cllaadle”

s giae de s diad ) 1l B JOR/L/MIL/7/15/48 e <l
l/archive/81055/vdc_100038753556.0x00004f 4 1l ki dg8a e (ja ye!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100038753556.0x00004f?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilgll jhs djisa
Qatar National Library

(VY Y/VR) [BY ] LAl cpadl )l L ge duilase claadla

e e

88

. Anchorage.—There is good anchorage in 10
fathoms 4 mile from the shore, at as pot 2 miles south-

south-east of the fort. Abreast of the fort there is

only 3 to 4 feet of water at high tide. The anchorage
may be considered sheltered as, although the
country around is low-lying, the anchorage is

practically a land-locked area § mile square. Ten
‘vessels, such as H. M. 8. ¢ Sphinx * or such as the
‘British India Company’s ships usually emplo\z’ed
‘in the Persian Gulf, could anchor in it in any

or-
mation considered desirable. '
There is good holding ground, a sandy muddy
bottom. There is no strong sweep of tide or cur-
rent and there are no dangers in the anchorage
basin. Boats could not get shelter from hostile
fire, but ships’ guns would command the whole
country around, it being flat and open. :

~ Landing.—The shore opposite the anchorage is

fairly steep and not swampy, there being a good, dry
bank of firm, gravelly soil, 20 feet above high water

level, and only 200 yards from high water mark.

The distance between high and low water marks
at this point is very small. There is no marshy
ground on the foreshore here. Above high water
mark the beach is practically unlimited inland,
There are no obstacles to the movements of troops.

Horses or mules would have to swim ashore unless

flats and a jetty were used.

A landing jetty could be made, there being good

holding for piles, but no materials are available
locally.

i
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is reldom referred to, the foreign Consuls dealing
with the Shaikh direct, - |

Kuwait.—The northern boundary at the pre-
sent time may be taken to be a line running from
Khur-us-Sabiyah immedaitely south of the Turkish
posts at Umm Qasr and Safwan, to Jabal Sanam,
and thence to the Batin. The southern boundary
takes off from the coast opposite Jabal Manifa and
runs inland towards the west.

The Turks have agreed to regard Kuwait as an
autonomous province under Turkish suzerainty,
and the Shaikh as a Turkish Kaimmakam. They
recognised (1914) that the Shaikh had bound him-
self by certain agreements with us.

The rule of the Shaikh of Kuwait (Shaikh Muba-

rak) within his principality, is despotic, personal

and absolute. The heads of his departments are
mostly slaves. There is no delegation of authority.

Foreign wnterests.—The British Government is
represented in Arabistan by a Consul, residing at
Muhammareh, under the authority of His Majesty’s
Minister at Tehran, and by a Vice-Consul at
Ahwaz, who receives orders either from the Minis-

ter at Tehran or from the Political Resident of the

Indian Government at Bushire.

The only other European Power represented in
Southern Arabistan is Russia.

At Basrah His Majesty’s Government is repre-
sented by a Consul and at Baghdad by a Consul-
General, who is also Political Resident in Turkish
Arabia. :

Germany has a Consul at Basrah.
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Peninsula, which forms a natural harbour about 3
miles in circumference, The harbour is land.
locked with a narrow and shallow entrance, allovw.
ing no entry to ships of over 15’ draught. The
soundings inside the harbour vary from 3 to 5
fathoms and are regular. Landing is easy, and not b
likely to be interfered with by a swell.” Thers is .
no information about any piers or wharves, o

The town is built up the slopes of some rising
ground, and has a frontage towards the ses of near-
ly 2 miles, ’

The Turkish garrison lives in the fort of Al Bida),
which is in the contre of the town and g little back
from the sea. ¢

The garrison congistg of, at the most, 100 infa.ntry
and there are said to be 12 gunners in charge of two
old guns. There is an outpost of eight Turkish
soldiers in a tower, over the well of Mushairib,
about a mile from the fort,

The population consists of about 12,000, and is
‘made up of Arabs, Negroes and Persigns, They
‘are more likely to side with the British than with
‘the Turks,

. The only water in the town is from a well of
brackish water. The town supply is drawn from
some good wells about 3 to 4 miles inland. There
are no supplies, and even firewood I8 scarce,

Shaikh Abdullah, who succeeded to the chief-
ship of Qatar in 1913, is friendly towards the British,
‘and afraid of Bin Saud. He would no doubt be
8lad to be rid of the Turks, ; v
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