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CHAPTER I, 
History. 

In 1856 a British expedition was sent to Persia to force the Persians to desist from attacking Herat" The expedition landed first at Bus hire. On March 23rd, 1857, however, a force of 1 field battery 2 squadrons, and 1 brigade (loss 4 companies) arrived in ships below Muhammareh. The force numbered 4,886 men, and 12 guns and was accompanied by a naval squadron of 4 steamers, and 2 sloops. The Persians had 15,000 men in 2 camps near Muham- march, and had made several well-constructed batteries on both banks of the Haffar canal. On the 
night of the 25th-26th March a raft with 4 mortars was established behind an island in midstream, and at daybreak these mortars and the ships opened fire on the Persian batteries. The Persian army though their artillery made good practice against the ships, was soon defeated, and retired leaving 300 dead and all their camps and stores. The British troops were then sent upstroam and disembarked 
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howitzers shelled the enemy, who were found 8,000 
strong on the right bank opposite Ahwaz, while 
the rest of the force entered Ahwaz, which was held 
by only 500 Persians. The enemy, being worn out, 
and half-starved owing to their hasty retreat, 
offered no resistance. On April 3rd the small force 
started back, and arrived at Muhammareh the same 
day. The force withdrew from Muhammareh on 
May 16th s 
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CHAPTER II. 
Geography. 

Mesopotamia as a whole is the lowland portion of Qeneral * 
the basin of the ancient Asiatic rivers Euphrates 
and Tigris, in contradistinction to the Armenian 
and Kurdistan hill country, which forms the 
high-lying portion of the basin. The dividing line 
between the two is found in the neighbourhood of 
Diarbekr. Mesopotamia itself can again be subdivided 
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miles from the Euphrates, and the Persian hills 
on the east, nowhere is the country more than 100 
feet above sea-level, and the whole Mesopotamian 
zone may be regarded as a northern extension of the 
Persian Gulf, which at one time probably reached 
almost to the Mediterranean. The country has 
in fact gradually been filled in by the alluvial silt 
of the great rivers and the advancing sands of the 
desert, and owing to this geological origin, 
the soil is found everywhere to consist of a sandy 
clay, abounding in excellent agricultural properties 
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« 
These rivers approach fairly close to one another 
at Baghdad, and then turn apart to unite finally below Qurneh (Kuma), where the combined stream 
takes the name of the Shatt-el-Arab. Between 
Bcghdad and Qurneh the main streams are connected 
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West Bank of 
Shatt-al-Arab. 

vated. There are many creeks and some 
marshes^ and island is not suit- 
able for the movement of troops. The 
refining works of the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company are on the island, facing the 
Shatt-el-Arab, about 8 miles below 
Muhammareh. 

(ii) Part of the Muhammareh district; and 
part of the Basrah Qaza. The margin of the river is covered by a practically continuous line of date-groves, having a 
depth inland of from J to 2 miles. East 
of the date-groves is a flat low-lying alluvial plain, usually called desert, but 
it is fairly well watered, and consists to a 
great extent of grass or cultivable land. 
Infantry could march from Muhammareh 
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el-Arab, which fills these creeks and probably 
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8 
es, by which local Arabs, on foot and lightly equipped, could find their way down to Basiah, unaccompanied by transport and impediments. 

The Shatt-el-Arab. 
General .-The Shatt-el-Arab is the river formed by the confluence of the Tigris and Euphrates above Basrah, and flowing into the Persian Gulf at its north-western extremity. 

From the mouth to a point about two miles above Muhammareh it forms the Turco-Persian boundary, though the waterway is Turkish. 
It is a fine liver, IJ miles v ide at the mouth, and navigable as far as Basrah by any vessels that can cross the bar at the entrance (22 feet draught). The l0W 0n both sides of the entrance, but differs much in appearance, that on the western 
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spring and neap tides, nor is it clear whether the 
extra available amount of water is not partly calculated from the practicability of vessels forcing their way through the mud or silt. Highest tides 
are night tides in winter and day tides in summer. 

Possibly by a moderate outlay of money the bar 
could be dredged so as to admit of the passage of 
vessels drawing up 25 or 26 feet. 

The tide is felt up to Qurneh and the rise and 
fall is from 9-10 feet. 

Fao.—The bar is about 2 miles from Ras-el- 
Bisha, the western-most point of the entrance, and 
3J miles above Ras-el-Bisha is Fao, a village of 
about 400 inhabitants, and the terminal station of 
the Turkish land telegraph line, connecting with 
the British cable (Indo-European) to Bushire and 
India. 

Fao has a Turkish custom-house and quarantine-station; 
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from the mainaland by he Bahmanshir river, which runs from the Karun rver at Muhammareh into the Gulf east of Shatt-el-Arab. 
Fao to Kabda Point .—Kabda Point is the long rounded point on the west bank opposite to and about 2J miles above Chellali Point. Previous to reaching this, Maamie village is passed on the western bank, 7 miles above Fao, and further up Ad Dura ; on the eastern bank a boat creek runs off opposite Fao leading to the Bahimishir, and above this is the large date grove of Kasba 

(Qasabat). Shoal water extends from the eastern bank around Kabda Point. 
Kabda Point to Hafar channel (Karun River ).—- In this reach there is shoal water around the Dawasir islands, and some difficult navigation by Muhalla island. The latter is formed by a shallow boat channel leading from Bareim village to Harta 

village on the eastern bank. Near the village of 
Abbadan, opposite the upper Dawasir island on the eastern bank, the Bahmanshir bends into within a distance of 1J miles. 

On the western bank above El Khast point is the village of Seihar, with a custom-house ; from here on to the Hafar channel the country is open and devoid of plantations. 
From 400 to 1,600 yards to the south of the entrance of the Hafar channel, which leads to Muhammareh and the Karun river on the Persian 
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side, the ship channel of the Shatt-el-Arab is 
obstructed by a bar, which occasionally, between 
February and June, affords a very low depth of 
water. 

Rafar channel to Basrah .—From abreast of this 
channel the navigation space of the river is obstructed 
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12 *>* 
in length from the entrance (10 miles above the 
bar,) to Muhammareh, or 35 miles in a straight line. Its width near the mouth is 000 to 800 yards, but in the northern half of the river in some places it is only 300 yards across. 

The banks near the mouth are sloping and of soft mud, covered with coarse grass above high water mark; a few miles further up the banks are harder and steeper. About 22 miles from the mouth, villages and date gardens commence, and line the banks almost all the way up to the junction with the Karun. 
. r ̂ le nor fhern part of the river, for about 15 miles, is very shallow, some of the mud banks drying almost across the channel at low water; the • • M. steamer “Comet”, drawing 3 feet, grounded twice in 1899 in steaming up. 
, ^ arun River. The entrance to the Karun river from the Shatt-el-Arab is by the Hafar channel, 5 miles upstream. This channel for all practical purposes, forms the connecting link between the Karun and the Gulf. 

•T!l 8 ,l?/ v lgth of tho Hafar channel is 2 miles, width 400 yards, and depth 18 to 24 feet. 
From Muhammareh to Ahwaz, a distance of 117 miles, the Karun is navigable for vessels of 2i feet draught from August to November, and“ for 

v^sels 
of 4- 2 - to 5 feet draught when the river is 
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To Ahwaz the width averages 400 yards, the 
channel being tortuous. The strength of the 
current varies from 2 to 5 knots, according to the 
season. Just below Ahwaz there are rapids for 
pi m iles ; here cargo is generally transported from 
steamers to others above the rapids by means of a 
tramway (horse), but Messrs. Lynch’s “ Shushan” 
can effect the passage of these rapids. 

As far as Ahwaz, the surrounding country is 
almost desert; the banks are fringed with light 
scrub, and behind them stretch extensive plains 
up to the foot of the hills beyond. 

Towns. 

The town of Basrah occupies an important posi- Bawah. 
tion as the trade-gate of Mesopotamia and as the 
port of transhipment from ocean-going steamers to 
the river boats and caravans of the interior. It is 
situated 67 miles from the sea on the right (south) 
bank of the Shatt-el-Arab. As a port it has disadvantages 
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towers at intervals, all of which are now demolished 
or out of repair. The remains of the wall enclose 
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Hospital, with a small landing-pier. Beyond is 
Gardilan, a collection of mud huts. 

The country surrounding Basrah is quite flat 
everywhere, and any military landing could easily 
he covered by the fire of ships stationed in the river. 
No suitable position offers for the defence of the 
town, but the deep muddy canals in the vicinity 
would greatly impede the movement of troops. 
From the river to the town there is only the one 
made road, running along the south bank of the 
Ashar Creek ; the other tracks are almost impassable 
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but the carrying trade probably supports a larger number of the population than any other industry. The melons of Dirhamie have a high reputation. 

Zubairis a market town for the surrounding Bedouin tribes. It has a mudir and a few civil 
police, and there is also a small military detachment 
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enclosed above and below by date plantations about J 
mile deep, and behind the town is an open, treeless 
desert without any high ground within sight. Both 
banks of the Karun River are lined with a thick 
belt of date palms. 

The Shaikh of Muhammareh’s palace is about 4 
miles up the Shatt-al-Arab just above Failieh, and 
stands on the water’s edge. It is protected in rear 
by a deep canal. 

Muhammareh is 4 days by steamer from Karachi. 

Climate. 

The climate of Mesopotamia may be classed as 
tropical, with an excessively hot summer, during 
which the plains become scorched and bare. 

The winters are short and mild, forming the pleasantest 
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The following tahlegi ves an average range of 
temperatures (taken at Fao):—• 

Season. Months. Approximate range of temperature. 

Winter • • • • December to February, both inclusive. 85° to 45° 

Spring .. 
Summer 
Autumn 

March to May, both inclusive, 
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small-pox, diphtheria, typhoid, tuberculosis, and 
syphilis. The Baghdad boil is said to be practically 
unknown in Iraq outside Baghdad itself. 

Basrah is said to be less unhealthy than it used to 
be ; but it is malarious most of the year. Muham- 
mareh is insanitary. 

The winter is the most suitable time for military 
operations, any time between October and March. 

In 1857 the troops suffered much at Muham- 
mareh from myriads of flies by day, and from sand 
flies by night; but the heat was found to be less than 
at Bushire. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Population. 
Inhabitants .—The bulk of the inhabitants consist of Arabs, either nomad Bedouins or, in the case of the populations of the towns and villages, sedentary Arabs; of the nomad tribes, the principal are the 

Muntafik, under Ajaimi bin Sa’dun Pasha, who lives at Suk-ush-Shuyukh, and the Bani-Lam, on the left bank of the Tigris towards the Persian hills. There are many subdivisions of these tribes and also numerous 
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The principal towns (with number of inhabitants chief Totths 
or houses shown in brackets), are:— 

Baghdad (145,000). Nasrie (10,000). 
Karbala (65,000). 
Basrah (60,000). 
Hillah (30,000). 
Nejef (12,000). 
Amara (10,000). 

Shatra (500 houses). 
Museyih (6,000). 
Qurneh (5,000). 
Kut-el-Amarah (4,000). 
Diwanie, Samawah, 
Ruhmetha (500 houses). 

Zubair (1,500). 
Basrah ,.—The population of Basrah including 

suburbs, numbers 60,000, mostly composed of sedentary 
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language. 

but the country lacks the population necessary to 
develop its great agricultural resources. 

The most generally spoken language is Arabic. 
The officials speak Turkish and some of them 
French in addition. Hindustani and English are 
little understood. Persian is spoken. Two old 
soldiers of native regiments, employed as watchmen 
by MacAndrew, Forbes and Company, might prove useful as interpreters. One or two of the Consulate 
Kavasses can also speak Urdu. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Resources. 
Water. 

Kuwait .—Passably good from wells, 4 
south; but scarce at times. A better quahty is 
obtainable from wells at Qasr-us-Sirrah 8 miles, 
and Mishrif, 10 miles towards the south-east. 

TJmm Qasr .—There are three small wehs of 
brackish water in the Turkish fort about 8 feet 
deep. It is reported that there are other we 
“ with a plentiful supply ” about 250 yards to the 
north of the fort. The level of fresh water, which 
is only slightly brackish, is said to be only 8 feet 
below the surface. It would probably be advisable 
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Norton tube wells would be useful at any camps away from the river, and their use was recommended 
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Supplies in Arabistan .—Wheat and barley are 
exported in large quantities from Arabistan, during 
the summer and autumn. Rice is imported to 
Muhammareh, where there are large stocks in the 
bazaar, from Hindian and Fallahieh. Dates are 
the staple food of the country. 

The districts affording the best supplies are the 
banks of the Karun river especially above Ahwaz, 
Shushtar, Dizful, Fallahieh, Hindian, and Ram- 
uz. These could provide sufficient grain for the 
needs of at least one division. Shushtar alone, 
which also has many water mills, could probably 
supply the needs of one division for several months. 
Ahwaz could probably support a brigade for a 
month. Mesopotamia could also provide large 
supplies of cereals. 

Sheep, goats and cattle are obfainable in North 
Aiabistan, but not so easily in Southern Arabistan. 
Between December and February sheep and goats 
are difficult to obtain. 

At Muhammareh there is only one large flour 
mill. Onions, beans and fish are procurable, and 
there is a good bazaar for native goods. Milk is 
scarce. Apples arc obtainable in May, melons 
and dates in August. 
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The mule is more suitable than the camel in 
Arabistan, as water and fodder can be got daily, 
whilst camel grazing is apparently scarce. 

With at least one month’s notice and the inhabitants 
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may be said of gum from the Persian hills, though the shrub producing this is failing on account of 
indiscriminate tapping. In 1909 wool was the 
biggest item of export after dates, but in previous 
years, and notwithstanding the fact that the most, 
is not made of the land in an agricultural sense, the value of the barley and wheat exported p mounted 
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CHAPTER V 

Basrah. 
Baghdad. 
Baghdad. 

Kirkuk. 
Musal. 
Kirkuk. 

Military. 

General .—The Turkish troops in Mesopotamia 
comprise :— 

XHIth (Baghdad) Army Corps- 
38th Division, Headquarters 
37 th Division 
13th Cavalry Brigade 

Xllth (Musal) Army Corps— 
36th Division, Headquarters- 
35th Division 
12th Cavalry Brigade .. . 
Field artillery batteries are attached to Dm- 

sions. , 
Mountain artillery batteries are corps troops. 
Bedif Division (infantry only)Bagmlad, 

Karbala, Kirkuk and Musal. 
There are also 11 frontier companies each nominally 
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The following tables show the nominal and actual 

strengths of the Turkish troops in Mesopotamia. 
Nominal war strength. 

Nizam Division (under the changes introduced ia 
1912):— 

10 battalions @ 1,005. 

Infantry — 
1 Nishanji battalion. 
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1 Telegraph company. 
1 Train battalion (100 carts, 250 

pack mules). 
Total 21,900 rifles. 

1,800 sabres. 60 guns. 
24 machino 

guns. 
Eedif Infantry Divisions {war strength, on paper)- 

Baghdad Redif Infantry Division, 3 re- =3 
giments = 9 battalions. 

Karbala Kedif Infantry Division, 3 re- 
giments -f 8 battalions. 

Kirkuk Kedif Infantry Division, 2 re- » 
giments =* 4 battalions 

Musal Kedif Infantry Division, 3 regi- =» ments = 8 battalions. 

Rifles. 
9,585 

8,520 

4,260 

8,520 

Total .. = 30,885 rifles. 

In 1914, after the Balkan War the Redifs almost ceased to exist. 
Totals. 

The total war strength, on paper, of the XII and 
XIII Army Corps, and the four Redif Infantry Divisions, 
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Actual peace strength. 

iKIII {Baghdad) Army Corps. 
38th Basrah Bivision — 

38th Nishanji Battalion ., .. 400 rifles. 
112th Regiment') 113th Regiment >9 battalions @ 160 .. 1,440 rifles. 114th Regiment J 
(Less 1 battalion in Qatar.) 

Total .. 1,680 rifles. 
No machine guns with infantry regiments, 
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24th Battalion of Field Artillery— v> 

2 batteries, one of 4 Q.F. guns, and an- 120 men. other of 6 mountain guns. 
13th Fortress Company, 6 guns 110 „ 

Cavalry —13th Cavalry Brigade*—• 
36th Regiment 300 " 
Transport, 3 companies, 38 carts and 150 

180 mules. 
One telegraph company 85 ;; 

31th Division Total 1,600 rifles (about) 
300 sabres. 
52 guns. 4 machine 

guns. 

Xllth {Musal) Army Corps, 
36th Kirkuk Division — 

38th Mshanji Battalion .. .. 350 men. 
106th Regiment^ 
107th Regiment yd battalions @ 200 .. 1,800 „ 
108th RegimentJ 
No machine guns with infantry regiments. 

(Note A.—In December 1913 there were said to be only 530 
Turkish troops in and around Basrah. In May 1914, 330 more 
were sent to Basrah from Baghdad, and in March 1914, 800 of the 
26th Regiment were sent by sea from Constantinople. 2,000 more 
were said to have arrived from Baghdad in August 1914. Allowing 
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Artillery — 
36th Regiment F. A. 3 batteries 
36th Company Mounted Infantry 

35f& Musal Division — 
35th Nishanji Battalion 
103rd Regiment | 
104th Regiment f 9 battalions @ 200 
105th Regiment J .. 
No machine guns with infantry regiments. 
35th Regiment F. A. 3 batteries 
35th Company Mounted Infantry 

Corps Troops —(Headquarters, Musal) — 
12th Cavalry Brigade, 33rd, 34th, 35th 

Regiments. 4 batteries mountain artillery 
1 battery M. A. with Q. F. guns 
12th Engineer Battalion with pontoon train. 

36 

18 guns (O.P.). 
150 

350 men. 

1,800 „ 

18 guns (O. P.). 
150 rifles. 

850 sabres. 
16 guns (O. P.), 
4 guns (Q. F.). 

120 rifles. 
No telegraph company. 
12th Train Battalion, 50 carts, 25 pack mules. 

Xllth Army Corps Total 4,720 rifles. 
850 sabres. 
56 guns. 

Redif Infantry Divisions. —In 1912 the strength of 
the Redif divisions was as follows :— 
The strength of men present permanently js only about a dozen 

per regiment—- 
Rifles. Baghdad Redif Division, 9 battalions .. .. 2,500 Karbala Redif Division, 8 battalions .. e . 2,200 Kirkuk Redif Division, 4 battalions .. .. 1,400 Musal Redif Division, 8 battalions .. .. 3,470 

Total 9,570 

- 
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The Re-lif, or second reserve, has almost ceased to 
exist in Turkey since the Balkan War of 1913, 
Nominally the XIXth and XITIth Corps each have 
two Redif divisions, the nominal strength of which 
is 30,885 rifles. 

The numbers actually under arms at the depots are 
about 10 or 12 per regiment. The rifles are stored 
chiefly at Baghdad, Musal and Ruwanduz. The men 
have received very little training, and all arrangements 
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Efficiency* 

Turkish reinforcements. 
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hish and are loophole d at 4| feet from the ground, 
this teing their height as measured both inside 
and outside the fort. The diagonal corners have a 
second tier of loopholes 1 foot below the top of the 
wall for use by men lying on the roof of buildings 
inside, which* run nearly all the way round and 
furnish quarters for the garrison, store-rooms, 
etc. The loopholes have no splay. The walls 
are 2 to 3 feet thick, the lower eight feet being of 
unbaked brick, the upper part of mud with a coping 
of burnt brick. The gateway is also of burnt brick* 

There is a garrison of 1 officer and 30 men. 

There is, also, about 3| miles south-east of the 
telegraph station just above the bar an incomplete, 
stone, blunted rc dan, facing south-east, and commanding 
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A loopholed serai, built of brick, close to the 
(gemiarmes^ 

tl0n * garrisoned b y 10 Zaptieb police 
Safwan. There is a Turkish post with a garri- B°n of 3° infantry. No details of any fort are available, but there is probably a small mud fort. 
Zubair.~Th.Qxe> are some good artiUery and defensive positions round Zubair, and a detachment 
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for at least ten years, and they would gladly get 
rid of the Turks. The Bani Lam Arab tribe is 
also usually in a state of hostility towards the 
Turks. They have recently (1914) had trouble with 
the Shaikh of Muhammareh. 

Ihe tribes in the Basrah Vilayat, generally, have 
probably as many rifles as they can afford to buy. 
The favomite pattern is the Martini, but there is 
also a sprinkling of Mausers. Where breechloaders 
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7 tlialuls or riding camels, with their equipment. 
Food for as many days as may be ordered. 
The expedition organized in 1910, against the 

Muntafik, may be taken as a guide towards the 
maximum probable strength of the Kuwait forces, viz. :— 

600 Khabras .. .. 6,000 men with 
4,200 thaluls. 

Unorganized Bedouins .. 6,000 
Probably at the disposal of 

the Shaikh from more 
southern tribes .. 4,000 
Probable maximum total 16,000 

Many rifles, and much ammunition have reached Kuwait from Masqat, during 1911-14, and the followers of the Shaikh of Kuwait are well armed. 
The Shaikh of Kuwait would most probably assist us against the Turks. 

Muhammareh. 
In 1911-12 and again in 1912-13-the Shaikh collected a force of between 5,000 and 10,000 Arabs at Ahwaz, for possible operations against the 

Bakhtiari. This gives an indication of what he 
might raise to oppose the Turks and assist us. 

He has several maxim guns (for which he employed 
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well armed, and would willingly fight against the 
Turks. They are very mobile. 

The Shaikh of Muhammareh, who stands to lose 
much if the Turks increase in power, would, 
if only from self-interest, be bound to throw in his 
lot with us. His influence is very great among the 
Arabs, not only on the Persian side, but also in 
Turkish Mesopotamia. We, on our part, are 
bound by assurances given, to protect the Shaikh 
of Muhammareh against Turkish aggression. 

The defences of Muhammareh are hardly worth 
considering, they consist of 5 miscellaneous brass 
pieces at the eastern end of the town overlooking the 
river, and a ruined mud wall on the landward side of 
the town. In 1859 the Persians had erected 4 well- 
constructed batteries on the mainland, and 5 on 
Abbadan Island opposite the town. These had casemates 
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■ 9 

use of the Oil Company's jetty, for disembarking from ships and re-embarking on river steamers. 
There is also ample space available north or north- west of Muhammareh. 
Basrah, —Turkish troops are often camped on the side of Basrah furthest from the river, where the Zubair track leaves the town. This is above flood level. It would be 2 miles away from the river 

water-supply, but water could be obtained from an adjacent creek. The size of this ground is not known. There is room for a brigade to camp behind the naval hospital on the left bank opposite the Consulate. This is only 600 yards from the river. Behind this again about 400 yards further away from the river the space is unlimited. Half a battalion 
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CHAPTER YI. 
Maritime. 

Turkish naval strength. —The only' Turkish war- 
ship of any importance in the Shatt-al-Arab is the 
“ Marmaris ”, a gunboat of about 420 tons. She 
was completed in 1907, and is armed with four O-prs.j, 
two 1-prs., and a torpedo tube above water. 

f In April 1914 four patrol boats, one of wood and 
three of iron, of a gross tonnage of 30 to 33 tons each ? 
were landed at Basrah by the SS. u Sistan They 
were made by Thorneycroft and Co., and fitted with 
two paraffin oil motors of 140 horse power. Bach 
boat carried two 37 m. m. guns, and cost about 
£45,000. 4,000,000 rounds of common point fuse 
shell, Mark II, fused for the 37 m. m. guns were also 
sent. 

Other vessels of various types are to be found in 
the Shatt-al-Arab in various stages of disrepair. 
These are as follows :— 

{i) “ Baghdadi ”, converted cargo steamer. 
Draught 3J feet, one gun, 8 knots speed. 
Carries 81 to 100 men. Used to transport 
troops between the various ports on the 

^ banks of the river. 
(ii) “ Alous ”, draught 3J feet. Two guns. 

Carries 60 to 80 men .Speed 6 knots. Used 
to overawe the Arabs and collect subsidies. 

(in) “ Kilid-el-Bahr ”, an ancient gunboat, permanently 
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/ 

(tv) and (w) “ Frat n and “ Resafa n steamers 
protected with iron plates probably against attack by the Muntafik on the river. To 
carry two ordinary guns and two machine 
guns. 

(vi) and (vii) “ Brinji ” and “ Ikinji launches, to be armed with 2 Q. F. guns. (1910). No information has been received that this has been done. 
Landing Facilities. 

Basrah. 
Anchorage .—Basrah is 67 miles from the sea. 

Anchorage for steamers in mid-stream. Not room for more than 2 abreast, but any number can lie up and down the river Shatt-al-Arab, which is here 600 yards wide. 
Landing .—The country around Basrah is quite ^t everywhere. Any military landing could easily be covered by the fire of ships stationed in the river. The deep muddy creeks in the vicinity would, however, greatly impede the movement of troops. Troops could land anywhere on either bank of the river, without special arrangements being made. 

From the river to the main quarter of the town, 2 miles, there is only one made road, along the’ southern bank of the Ashar creek. The other tracks are almost impassable in wet weather. 
Wharves. The office and yard of Gray, Mackenzie and Company is situated close to the mouth 
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of the Ashar Creek on the south side. There is a 
wharf on the river front, made of brick, 80 yards 
long. There is a shed close to the wharf, 50 yards 
long by 10 yards wide, with open sides and a tiled 
roof. Height of wharf above water at high tide 
is about 2 feet. Stores could be landed here. 
There are no other wharves. They could be easily 
constructed of date-logs of which there is an abundant 
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Striek Steam Navigation Company. 
West Hartlepool Steam Navigation Company. 
Bombay-Persian Steam Navigation Company. 
Another has been ordered by a Parsee firm. 

Gray, Mackenzie and Company have one launch and Strick and Company have another. Three or four others have been seen, but are apparently not in use. 
There is a dredger lying on the mud on the left bank opposite the Consulate, but apparently it has never been used. 
The types of boats are :— 

(i) A light keel-less boat called a battam, 35 to 40 feet long and 30 inches broad, 
drawing about 6 inches of water. 
Capacity, 15 men fully equipped. They are 
used as punts along the bank, but are 
towed across the river. Crew two men, who always prefer poling to rowing. 
(n )Lighters for cargo. Capacity, 20 to 30 
tons. Native built. Ample supply. 

(in) Native built baghalehs of all sizes. 
Ample supply. 

Lynch and Company have engineering works and a dock for their river steamers under the 
charge of an English engineer at Magil, about six 
miles up the right bank of the river. 
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Shipping lines and agents .—The following lines 
Of steamers call regularly at Basrah :— 

The British India Steam Navigation Company, 
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(if) Basrah Trading Company, British firm, 
Exporters of dates and grain. 

(vi) Messrs. Wonckhaus and Company, German 
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The Shaikh of Muhammareh also has a steam 
yacht. 

Name. Capacity. No. 
Ballams .. 8 horses, 20 meo, or 140 mds. .. 200 
Baghalehs .. 20 horses, 100 men, or 1,120 mds. 50 
Iron lighters .. 20 horses, 100 men, or 1,400 mds. 4 
Wooden barges 20 horses, 100 men, or 1,120 mds. 8 

Landing .—Landing places of unlimited extent 
can be found anywhere on either side of the Hafar 
canal, the Shatt-el-Arab, and the Bahmanshir canal, 
from barges or launches. A supply of 30 feet 
planks is necessary. Date palm logs are available 
for building piers, etc., and barges might be used as 
pontoons. Landing is muddy work, but not difficult 
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?vnd fortnightly with local mails. Russian and German 
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Muhammareh 

and 
Ahwaz 

(Band-i-Nasiri), 

4m 
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Name. 

Blosse Lynch 
Khalifa 
Mejidieh 
S steamers 

Kemarks. 

No details. They 
ply between Basrah 
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Fao. 

Anchorage .—Steamers could anchor in the channel 
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Khar Abdullah. The Khur Abdullah is 13 miles wide at its 

entrance by Ras-al-Geit, 17J miles long up to 
Warbah island and 8 miles further on to Umm 
Qasr. 

The channel to follow to reach Umm Qasr lies 
north of Warbah island, between this and the 
mainland. Great care is necessary to avoid a 
sandbank extending eastward from Warba>h 
island. There is a bar at the oast end of Warbah 
island between the Khur Abdullah and the KLur 
She tana ; depth at low water 3J fathoms. Navigation 
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and grass and with shallow flats, extending a 
long way out on both sides, more particularly 
from the northern shore. 

Umm Qasr Greek and Khur Zubair .—Umm Qasr is 
the name of a small creek at the head of the Khur 
Abdullah on the west bank of which the Turks have 
constructed a small fort. North of Warbah Island 
the Khur Abdullah and the Khur Sabya unite, forming 
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Anchorage .—There is good anchorage in 10 
fathoms \ mile from the shore, at as pot 2 miles south- 
south-east of the fort. Abreast of the fort there is 
only 3 to 4 feet of water at high tide. The anchorage 
may be considered sheltered as, although the 
country around is low-lying, the anchorage is 
practically a land-locked area | mile square. Ten 
vessels, such as H. M. S. “ Sphinx ,J or such as the 
British India Company’s ships usually employed in the Persian Gulf, could anchor in it in any formation 
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There are no boats to be had locally, but plenty 
could be got from Kuwait, which in 1904 had 461 
pearl boats, 30 sea-going cargo vessels and 50 
coasting vessels. The pearling boats are suitable 
for disembarking horses. Steam and motor launches 
could be used. 

The country around is flat and open and Jabal 
Sanam, 8 miles north-west of Umm Qasr, would be 
a good situation for a visual signalling station to 
communicate with Umm Qasr and Basrah. 
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CHAPTER VII. 
Administration. 

General. —For purposes of government the locality is divided into two vilayets, those of Baghdad and 
Basrah. > 

In the Turkish system of administration, territory 
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The Basrah Vilayet .—The vilayet is administered 
by a vali (Lieutenant-Governor), headquarters at 
Basrah. 

The Basrah vilayet comprises the sanjaks of 
Basrah and Muntafik. Each sanjak is administered 
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62 
in 1914, and the boundary follows the Shatt-el* 
Arab as far as the upper entrance of the Di’aiji 
creek, miles by river above the mouth of the 
Karun, the island of Umm-ul-Khasif and Sham- 
shamiyah being upon the Turkish side, and thenco 
leaves the bank of the river Shatt-el-Arab in a 
north-westerly direction towards Hawizeh. 

This portion of Persian territory belongs to 
Southern Arabistan, and is governed severely, but 
ably, by the Shaikh of Muhammareh. The medium 
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is peldom referred to, the foreign Consuls dealing with the Shaikh direct. 
Kuwait .—The northern boundary at the present 
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64 
Coinage, Weights, and Measures. 

Gold coinage.— 2-|, 1, \ and l lira pieces, cf 
which the 1 and ̂ lira are most seen. 
J The lira (£ T.) is worth nominally 100 gold 
piastre units, but there is no such actual coin as a 
gold piastre. In practice the value of the lira in 
smaller currency is reckoned at a number of silver 
piastres, varying according to locality. 

Usually 1 £ T.—108 silver piastres (somewhat 
more in Mesopotamia)=in English money, 16a. 
and 2d. One English pound sterling—112 pias 
tres. 

Silver coinage— 
1 Mejidie=20 piastres (qurush)=3s. 4 or 

Rs. 2-8 (about size of dollar.) 
£ Mejidie=10 piastres. 
1 Cherek or beshlik=(5 piastres = 10 d. or 10 

annas (about size of franc). 
2 piastre piece. 
1 paistre (qresh)=40 paras. 

Metallik {alloy) coinage —• 
100 para piece=2J piastres. 
50 
10 
5 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 (Smallest coin 
existing.) 
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CHAPTER VIH 
Communication s. 

The principal means of communication between 
Baghdad and the Persian Gulf, through Basrah is the 
river Tigris and its continuation the Shatt-al-Arab. 
Certain road communications exist, but, especially 
around Basrah, the numerous water-channeis and 
Swamps limit the means of transit by land very 
considerably. 

The Euphrates is navigable to a certain extent, 
but is not generally used for purposes of traffic, 
and in its present condition it is not suitable for 
military movement of troops except in a subsidiary 
sense. Existing information relating to the road 
communications is imperfect, and requires to be 
supplemented very considerably, but a main connection 
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To Basrah there are caravan routes from Zubair, 
Umm Qasr and Kuwait, as well as further westwards 
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of date groves, and keeps parallel to, and about 2 or 
3 miles from, the river Shatt-al-Arab. Sometimes, 
especially after rain, the going is soft and muddy in 
places, and the route in the first stage is then 
confined to the top of an artificial dam. This route 
is passable for infantry and cavalry and, with slight 
improvements near Fao, for field artillery (vide, 
Appendix C, Route I). 

Resources. —Water, fuel and fodder are obtainable 
in sufficient quantities for a brigade. Supplies are 
scarce till Basrah is reached, except dates. 
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From UMM QASR to BASRAH. 

45 miles. 3 stages. 
Authorities .—Military Report on the Region between Baghdad and the Persian 

Gulf, 1911. 
Persian Gulf Gazetteer, 1908. 

Epitome. 
General Description .—This route is passable for 

pack transport and also for wheeled traffic, though the latter would find the whole route very difficult 
in wet weather, and impassable in stage 3 when the 
country is under water, as happens when the 
Euphrates comes down in flood. This begins 
during March, the river generally being at its highest 
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No. 
of stage 

and 
total distance 
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2 EAFIDHIYAH 14 m. General direction — slightly east of north. 
31 m. The route runs 
over flat, barren, stony ground, passable for all 
ai’ms. It skirts the swamps at the head of Khor 
Zubair, and is above the ordinary flood level. 

At mile 14, Rafidhiyah, a country residence of 
the Naqlb of Basrah ; it is a quadrangular enclosure 
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ground with a ridge of broken ground to the northwest, 
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Telegraphs. 
The Indo-European Telegraph Department’s 

cable (British) from India, via Bushire, is landed at 
Fao, where there is a combined Anglo-Turkish 
telegraph office, British operators being in charge 
of the cable terminus. 

A Turkish land line, along the right (western) 
bank of theShatt-al-Arab, goes from Fao to Basrah, 
and thence along the bank of the river Tigris to 
Baghdad. Another line, branching off at Qurneh, 
follows the Euphrates Valley, via Hiliah, to Baghdad. 
From Baghdad the land line continues, via Musal, to 
Constantinople. 

A Persian Government land line goes from 
Muhammareh to Ahwaz, and from Ahwaz, via 
Behbehan and Borazjun, to Bushire. 

A line with two wires runs from Baghdad north 
to Mosul, and from Baghdad to Kirmanshah and 
Tehran a line follows the main route through 
Bakuba, Khanikin and Karind, having two wires 
on wooden poles. 

Telephones. 
There is an overhead telephone from Maidan-i- 

Naftun to Abbadan island, with a branch to 
Muhammareh, belonging to the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company. This runs along the pipe line on the 
left (eastern) bank of the Karun river. The 
Shaikh’s palace at Failieh is connected by telephone 
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APPENDIX A. 
Note on Qatar Peninsula and Dohah. 

The Qatar peninsula, to the east of the island of 
Bahrein, is ruled by Shaikh Abdullah bin Jasim, a 
rich and powerful chief, who has a following of about 
2,000 fighting men. Some few years ago his father 
was engaged in hostilities with the Turks, who 
succeeded, after some hard fighting, in establishing 
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Important personages. 
Shaikh Khazal Khan, K.C.I.E., K.C.S.I., of 

Muhammareh (Sardar-i-Arfa’) was bom in 1861, and succeeded his brother in 1897. He is to all intents and purposes independent of the Persian Government. 
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ShaihTi of Kuwait .—Sir Mubarak bin Subab, 

K.C.I.E., K.C.S.I., bom about 1850, beginning to suffer from senile decay. Dislikes Turks and is 
friendly to Great Britain. Has absolute power. 

^Abdul ’Aziz bin Saud .—Wahabi Shaikh of Najd, has approached British political officers on more than one occasion to treat for terms of an alliance 
against the Turks. In May 1913, he drove the Turks out of El Hasa, and in May 1914, was appointed 
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DjavidPasha. —Vali of Baghdad, arrived Baghdad 
early in 1914, a strong military administrator, 
energetic and intent on reforms. 

Brigadier Hissam-ud-Din Pasha .—Commandant, 
XHIth Army Corps, arrived Baghdad February 
1914. Said not to be on good terms with the Vali. 

‘ Major Beha-ud-Din Bey .—Chief of the Staff, 
Xlllth Army Corps. 

Major Sami Bey .—In May 1914 officiated as Chief 
of the Staff for Beha-ud-Din, who was deputed 
to Kuwait regarding Najd and Hasa affairs. 

Sulaiman Nazif Bey .—Vali of Musal. 
Brigadier Abdul Hamid Pasha .-—Inspector of 

Reserves (Redif) arrived Baghdad April 1914. 
Major Ismail Haggi Bey. —Arrived Baghdad 

May 1914 to take co m m aud of the Gendarmerie. 
Meissner Pasha .—German Engineer in charge of 

the Baghdad Railway works at Baghdad. 
Shaikh Ghadban. —-Chief of the Bani Lam tribe, 

lately (1914) engaged in hostilities with the Shaikh 
of Muhammareh, 
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APPENDIX C. 
Glossary or Arabic Terms. 

Abu, father (used as 
prefix to denote possession). 
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Kadisli, baggage pony 
Kalak, raft. 
Kaslr, short. 
Khaimah, tent. 
Khan, inn. 
Khaur, inlet. 
Khubz, bread. 
La, no. 
Lahm, meat. 
Ma, water. 
Madinah, city. 
Markab, ship. 
Mina, harbour. 
Mi’zT, goat. 
Nahr, river. 
Nakhl, date palm. 
Naqah, female camel. 
Qaryah, village. 
Qasr, fort. 
Quffah, coracle. 
Ras, head, cape. 
Rajul, man. 

Safinah, river sailing 
boat. 

Saghir, small. 
Shaikh, chief. 
Sha’ir, barley. 
Shajarah, tree- 
Sharif, holy, descend- 

ent of the prophet. 
Sharq, east. 
Sharr, bad. 
Shati, river bank. 
Shimal, north. 
Suq, market. 
Tall, hill. 
Tamr, date. 
Tariq, road. 
Tawil, long. 
Tayyib, good. 
Thaman, value, price. 
Tibn, straw. 
Wadi, valley. 
Walad, boy. 
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