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Fi '
/ & |
FPiles 4/2: & 5/4. ki ‘
Letter from Yp A, Bahrain

To The Sultan of Najd,

April 19211

A.C..

X X X X X X, - X X X.

In the metter of the customs duty on franshipﬂed goods &t Bahresin,
the sShaik of B;hrs;n'hﬁd iséued orders under a misunderstanding which
prohibited all merehants except only one or two Ne jdis in Bahrain
from transhipping goods at 24% and all others had to pay 5%.This,

of course was most unfair to 211 the other merchants,es trade should

be frae & equal to 211.Y &, will readily understand that when the

trade is entirely in the hends of only one 6r t wo merchents they can

keep prices unduly high which is much to thek detriment of Y.s.'s

sub jects in the interior. We hbvé now maao a slight alteration in the
vules so that in futurs your merchants cen obtain goods from anybody
they like to appoint as their agents in Bahrain. Thas there will b; fa
fair competition & prices will remain at their proper level. Natmrally

the one or two merchants who had the monopoly are not too pleasdd,but

the benifit to Y,E's subjects will be great . J
X X X X X X X X Xe i

You will understsnd should you hear any complaints from one of the ‘
merchants who previously had a monopoly that such compleint will be "g
based on hidpersonal disappointment & not out of regerd for Y.E's _i:

o

interests.

When the Customs ,who had misread their instructions regarding trans- g
hipped goods,were made to put the matter right ( following on a com- f'_l
bined complsunt of the merchants to the ¥pa,) Abdul Aziz gosaibi , {

vigited the PpA, and wes very rude. He blustered & threatened to

raise the snger of Bin Saud etc. He was told that the matter in no
way affacted Bin Saud-the change was in fact to his advantage.Qoscibi

hed made a fortune in about two yeurs as & result of this unfsir i

- - TRER D e b S T il cond O s g:"/
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discrimineation which debarred others from-transhipping goods for Nejd.
He had slso derived much benifit in 1920 from getting frommk the Agency
permits to import rice from India ( at that time export from India wes |

limited & importers had to get permits from the Pp A.) far in excess

of his fair share to the detriment of other importess.

C.KeDe

Asx a result of the above action josaibi became very disgruntlead.
He' took every opportunity of misrepresenting happeningsin Bahrein to

Bin Ssud & continually interferd in any matters concerning Najd subject

0 B e P O o R

among whom he hed himself styled *Consul'
C.X.D.

The attitmde of Gosaibi referred to above continued ( as ca&n be semn
from later correspondance) until finally -in I923- his brother
Abdulla who wes temporarilyacting for him,exceeded the limits & was
deported. by the Resident.Abdulle wes also severely warned to cesse .
' interfering in any way with the local affairs of Nejdis who sre under
British protection in Bahrsin.
C.Z.S.

\
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The Ageney, \@‘

Confidential Bahrein ,Persain Gulf. §ﬂ
No s35/cC. 22/4/23.

The Hon'ble the Politieal Resident in the Persian Gulf

Bushire.

Memorandug

I beg to report for your infermation,details of a recent
oceurrenes., On April 20th,a fight took plawe in the Bazaar batween
e llajdi & a2 Persian.Both were of the eooly classt. All the Najdis in
the Bazzar collected armed with sticks & missiles & injured the Persian
"~ and another who eame to his assistance.They also beat the Police who
endeavoured to arrest the ringleaders. The fraess ocecurred just outside
the Office of Abdulla wosaibi,the Najd Agent here,who however saw fit
to bolt his door & make no effort to eontrol the Najdis. Subsequently
Khan Bahadur Muhammad Sharif,who is in charge of the Municipality

arrived on the seene with more police & sueceeded in arresting four

only, of the large cecrowd of Najdis assembled. I referred the case

to the nadhi to take evidencs & report.The latter took certain

evidence & requested that the ease might be postponed till the vietims
_~~ of the assaalt had sufficiently recovered to give evidence.He also

recommended that the aeccused be releised meanwhile,provided a suitable

' Kafil' was fortheoming.Having aseertained from the doetor that

the econdition of the injured men,one of whom was at first reported
to be dangerously 1ll,was such that there was no likelihood of

very serious results,I released the aecused after taking a written
'Kifaleh' from Abdulla Qosaibi. Shortly after this Qosaibi wrote

me a letter aecusing K‘.B. Vuhammad Sharif of having brought police &

of having
beaten Najdis & acted in a high-handed menner.He added that the

affeir wes of no importanee & that had he been present he would have

:
§
i
¥
g
,f

intervened & stopped it at once,insted of using foree as M.,Sharif
had done. Later he came to sec me & then admitted that he had shut
himself in his offiee as ' he thought the affdirwas not one in
which he need interfere' I said his asetion was not consistent with
what he had written & I thought that it was a pity that he had not

T e AR e i i A N -
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I8

used fis influence with the Najdis to stop the fraeas before it
beeame general, He had no sooner left my Ofiiece than & dsputation

of Persians appeared.They came to objeet to my setion in releasing

| the aeceused.I explained the situation,& that in aecordance with
the Shara recommendation I had taken ' Xifaleh' before releasing
them & received a written report from the doetor that the injured

men were mnot in any danger. I added that in past years,whenever

- f et

o T

an accused person had been arrostog during Ramadhan, they had
almost invariably prayed for his release pendinj hearing of the

case,& moreover in my preliminary enquirdes from the Police they

—

ware uneertain whether the four individuals arrested from among
i the erowd of Najdid were aetaully guilty of assault,whieh eould
b only be determined by the tadhi after tak ing all the evidence.

g e e

They appeared satisfied,There are however. rumours that some of the

hot-heads have wired %o Teharan professing to be in terror of ik

attaeks from Najdis. I was informed thet there are a number of f

b

witnesses,ineluding Indians,to the feet that cosaibi appeared
at the beginning of the fraeas & urged the Nejdis to beat the
Persians & then retirad into his offiea & bolted the door..It is

B

.

1y shouted ' Long live Bin Saud' & similer remarks, It will it

s

presumably come out in the evidence before the wadhi, K what

eartain that while the fraess was in progress the MNajdis eontinual- 3 p
Qosaibits attitnde really was,but whether or not he urged the L
Najdi's on,he eannot be said,in his eapaeity of Bin Saud's agent

to have aseted at all ereditably.He appears to be adopting the

attitude in this ease,as in some others of less importance which

MR T e
A L IS

hage recently occurred,that Najdis are above the Law.

“n

T’ Hajor. T.A.
i Politieal Agent.

24/4/23. It was reported yesterday that the Persians were making

i
i
2
4
,2
¥
}

a eombined protest to Teheran egainst Qosaibi.The latter eame to
me & T advised him to endeavour to make peace.He is reported to
have approached the Persians very humbly & offerred to pay any

compensation assessed for in’'uries inflieted. C.K.D.
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A
(o
S)

Telegram P. - ( %_

From Resident, Bushire.
To Foreign, Simla, No.398,
i
Repeated to "ehran, No.?4; and Baghdad No,.398.

Dated 27th April 1923,

I have received information from the Political
Agent at Bahrain that on the 26th April a fracas tcok place

in the Yanama bazsar between a Persian snd a Nejdi, which

o

developed into a riot between Nejdis and Persiens. lo

4| great harm was actually done and the police essily quelled
G iis the disturbance, butk Persians are, Political understands,
telegraphing protests to Tenran. Political reports that
Bin Ssud's Agent, Qasaibi, behaved very badly. He is

{ believed to have incited the Nejdis to the fray and locked

3j himself in when mischief was wel) afoot. We was in the end
apologetic and offering to pay compensation assessed for
injuries inflicted. i
‘f Am 1 suthorised to tell Bin Saud flatly that we

will not tolerate the presence of Qasaibi or any other

Nejdi agent in Bahrain, and will deport him to Al Ahsa, i

19
N

unless he confines his activities to merely commercial ends

i and refrains from interfering with administrative offieial
matters. The position in Bahrain is cuite complicated
enough without Nejd interference. Qasaibi has been arrogat-

% -ing to himself the position of Consul, and the present

; affair is merely the culminating point of a long series

b’ of petty complaints against him.

¥nox.

Cory by post to the Politieal Agent,
By order,

‘ABRRAIEN, ‘ ‘
Captain, t )
a———— ihg |
Under-Becretary to the Pf'
! Folitical Resident inthe Persian =
Gulf. gL/

l 3 Ty £ g
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~ i e ~

CONFIDENTIAL. No. 386-s of 1922. /9 {'7'/(’»v‘"‘§’ 3
# o )
‘)

British Residency and Consulate-General, { /}filii

Bughire, 27th May 1922
To

The Political Agent,

Bahraine

Reference your memorandum NO. 88/C dated the ésrd
May 1922, -

I do not think it advisable to take any action just
at present in this matter. But should Abdul Aziz al
Qusaibi show signs of becoming more truculent you
might, if you see no objection, write to Bin Saud )
drawing attention to his letter dated the 29th July p
1920 to Major Dickson, in which he expressed his
gratitude to His Majesty's Government for undertaking
to look after the welfare of his subjects residing in
Bahrain, and adding that this begng so, and consequently

Nejdié being under jurisdiction of yourself as representative

of His Majesty's Goverrment you presume that Qusaibi is
merely his business agent in Bahrain and as such shsuld I
not interfere in matters affecting the welfare of Najdis,
for which the Political Agent is responsible. YOu might
also suggest that it would improve matters considerably if &
Bin Saud would kindly make Quséibi's position in Bahrain : f
quite clear to him, as lately he has shown signs of oy

;i desiring to take more upon himself than he is entitled toe ";

/ o ol

ut-Cole,

Political Resident in the Persian Gulfe. I %
¥

R el .
S N e s Sk SO

e S WS
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¥
| i
s £ \\
y\ The Agency Bahrain. /r :
H 3 ¥
" 0 23/5/22. -
Confidential llo“ /¢, / 5
| L e+ | ]
The Hon'ble the Yolitical Resident in the Persian Gulf., [
Memorandum. I have mentioned to you that the behaviour of the Sultan'
E of Najd's agent here has somewhat unsatisfactory.An incident has re-
l .

cently occurrxed from which it i8 <fairly obvious the he places his

‘ personal considerations before those of Bin Saud,and is inclined to

abuse his influence and the use of Bin Saud's neme.
Shortly after I first arrived here,nearly all the merchants
of Bahrain came and protested agatnst a customs regulation,by which all

\ except Qosaibi and about one other Najd merchent,were prohibited from

)

benifitting dwom the reduced customs charges on goods for transhipment

}

to Qatif and OJair. This in fact conferred on him the monopoly of the
trade since noone else peying full customs rates could compete with him,

On going into the matter I discovered thet it was due to
the customs officials having misunderstood mgtnoﬁon- issued by you,
when the new scheme was introduced,and was obviously an error. The
matter was therefore put right and the reduced charges brought into
force on all genuine transhipped ;onsignnqntl'. This naturally affected
Khan Bahadur Qosaibi,who ceme to me in a state of excitement and
adopted @ threatening tone and was altogether extremely ndo‘. He said

- T —————
Y

Bin Sand should hear =2bout it & he was sure he would not put up with it i
etce I explained that the matter in no way affected Bin Sand except

f

é
$ N I
p to stimulate trade and. competition as regards imports into Najd which !
: was highly to his benuit,ma that under no circumstances could I l

i,,. admit Goésaibi to drag Bin saud into Bahrain affairs purely because

’F he personally did not like a ousfo-l regulation which was fair to all, ;‘j
and 4id not give him personally an unfair advenatge over ot(hrl. ‘l
He took the hint and since then hg always been more polite,although !,‘;/,’
as in the matter of the Palinurus' visit to Qatif, he seldom tries to
help,& on that oéuuon wonld undoubtedly have put obstacles in the \

A M OCIE
R

way,had I not personally gone to see the Amir of Qatif,a visit of

which Qoseibi did not approve.He is not desirous of & port being opened b=
. =

(il
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on the mainland becsuse he has practically the monopoly of th:
carrying trade between here 2t Ojdr and owns 2 number of boats.
The brothers Gosadbi,one of whom lives in Hassa,one here,and one in ¢!
Bombay,have come into promdnence only since the subsidy has been

paid to Bin Samd. They draw his subsidy and mange his money affairs,
and in the lest few years have acquired great influence in Nejd and @
considerable wealth.)osaibi mow ranks only after Yusuf Kanoo in
wealth,and is repidly gaining on him.

There is 1little doubt that X,B, Abdul Aziz Qo®=ibi aspires to

become recognised as Bin Saud's Consul here.It is reported to me

that lately the common Najdis here openly refer to him as their »
Consul. Fahad Al Bassam,a well known Najdi,said to me recently
1Qosaibi'is above the law,he considers he is a consul'.

About a fortnight ago,the servant of a Najd merchant
called Abdulla Hawas,ran mway from his mester and is said to have
gtolen some things.He went and slept in the Go-Down of Qosaibi.

Abdulla Hawas followed him there & had an altoroation'. posaibi has
long been on bad terms with A.H. and seized the opportunity to up-
raid him.The following day they met in Yusuf Kanoo's house and
qosaibi behaved badly and tried seversl times to strike A.H. but vas E
prevented Meanwhile he had despatched his brother Hessan to collect j
2]l the Najdi roughd to come and beat A.ﬁ. Mohomad Sharif and others ‘?
intervened and stopped = fracss. Both parties then wented to come to
me to settle their us.putc,bnt Y.!‘. persuaded them not to & in a F'
half h:agtod way tried to patch up a peace which neither party j 1
agreed to, @osaibi then wrote off to Bin Jiluwi,and caused the ; 7 ;
latter to send gome Fidawis and = lot_tor to me asking me to order 1
A. Hawas at once to proceed to Hassa. This put me in an invidious |
position.It was believed here that when he got there he might be
unjustly treated owing to the influence of the Qosaibi's,and moreover = .
to arrest a person,who in Bahrain is under the protection of the /
Agency,on a matter which oceurred in Bahrain,at the order of Bin
Jiluwi,would have been tntmnnt- to admitting that Bin Jiluwi was
a sort of #ppellate Court and oonl_a at any time interfere in Bahrain

affairs. I tried to get over the diffieulty by patching up the
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quarrel but Qosaibi was most unreasonable and ins$ted on such
humiliating terms that itnwas impossible for A. H. to agree.He '
further insisted that in any case A.H. must proceed to Hassa to
propitiate Bin Jiluwi who was very angry with him,as he had insulted t

the Sultan's representative. I pointed out hh&t the quarrel was a

personal one,and took place here,and that it was scarcely conceivable

% that Bin Jiluwi should have a personsl bias against either party un-
s > mls=
less the affair had been represented <to him,and in any case would

surely be sntisfied if both parties wrote that they had mede peace.

wosaibi would in no way agree and as it was throughout obvious that

his one desire was to get A‘.B‘. %o Hassa where he could ill treajp him,

I thought it better to be clear oftithe matter,and dropped 1?1

wrote to Bin Jiluwi,that inasmuch as the affatrtonk place here and !

the parties had not offieially approached .me,bnt had of their own '

accord referred to him,I did not care to interferein any way.In all

other matters I wag always pleased %o assist 2s he had had =smple
|\ proof in the past. It was farther difficult for me i« take part
© 7 againey oms party only when I kmew bosh to be =t fanlt.
After this Qosaibi got frightened,and ran about accusing everybody
ineluding myself of not having Striven whole heartedly for peace.
The only obstacle to peace was himsolf. By this time nobody would
assist him and he was too proud to climb at;wn by himself.
Meanwhile A.Hawas wenti off of his own accord to Hasse to place his
case before Bin Jiluwi.qosaibi hesmd of this and sent & boat after il

hin.They caught him at Ojair ,publicly beat him and sterted him off F
to Hassa with & rope around his neck.This before any inquiry and }

TR

‘_\, obviously at qosaibis instigation. Everybody is very annoyed with
© 5 % Qosedbi,but as is cistomary no-one has the mor:1l coursge to sy so,
% .- %o his fece so that he will probably assume th:% public opinion is

During conversation with him,he told me that Twes BinSsnd's 'Naib'
in Bahrain where Najdi's were concerned%I disabused him of this &
said I was under the orders of yourself only,aild afforded British

protectionto Najdis in Bahrain ,simce Bin Saud had requested this
; freev 804

assistance of Govermment,which was renmdered quite

5 with him and be the more difficult to de=l with in future. { [
T !
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= ’J
\,
1 g
| 5
| 5/
N\
- { at some inconvenience,purely out of friendship for Bin Saund.

He then sdmitted that Najdis here vould be in a sorry plight 5 4

not under British protection.

T have reported this somewhht domestic matter lengthily,because
i it is not impossible that qosaibi will try %o make _Bin Jiluwi believe
l‘ he has been lightly dealt with,and in sny case I rather anticipate

: that sooner or later the Political /gent here will have to have
oosaibi's position clearly defined and it might be well to have

this on record. s

Major. I.A.
Political /gent Bahrain.

PG B

"\. L]
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% 71‘?" 475
Prom - abdol aziz ben Abdor Rahman .l Falsal as Saud.
To « The Hon'ble Lieut-Col. &.G.Kacx, C.3.1., C.1.8.,
Political Resideat in the Persian Gulf.

Dated 10th Shawwal 1341 (27th May 1923).

a.C.

We send %0 Your Hoaour by these liaes to ianfurm
you that, rive days before this letter 1 gent one of my
special men, the Syud Hashim, to take a letter from us to
Your Eighness about the trouble which tock place betweea
the Persians pesiding in Balrain and between all omr sub-
Jects aad I explained the facts to you. I hoped that 1 ak
should receive full satisfactica from you about this sericus
event ccacerning my subjects which made "martyrs” (sic) of
meay of them: Yes, 1 was hopiag that 1 should receive this
lawful satisfaction from my knowledge of the capabllity of
the mea of Great Britaln to appreciate my pralsewortihy
attitude and my heartfelt friendship and the loving bonds
which we have dene our utmoat to maiant-in.

Put with great regret 1 have understicod from the
contents of your esteemed letter dated the 18th May 1923
that Your Highness compelled my agent, abdulla al Qasaibi,
to abseat himself from Pahrain, accusing him of having foment—
ed this hateful yrouble, in coatemptucus sad insultiag words
such a8 1 do no think caa be conceived from you the eiteat a
to whiech they are injurious ¢¢ my honour. What is strange
is that these steps whioh you took quickly and without con-
sideratica of their possible effect on me were founded oa
reports whioh ocame Lo you from one side caly, without paying
atteatica to the arguments and statemsats of the other side.
1 am sure that if you hed mimutely examined iatc the facts
1t would have been clear aad you would heve known that the | 3”[

matter had been plotted agalnst the pecple of Hejd as is
proved by the fact that the police, who were all of Persiaa (
extractica, who were eatrusted with the preservatica of A M

1]

|

'

!

!
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O
, (e

. peace in the town and whose priacipal duty/was not to take

sides, were using their Govermment weapons against the peo-
ple of Wejd in swport of the Fersians and from this the

religlious and race fanaticlsm will become clear te you, and

from this it can be gathered on whom the imputation of fan~-

atieclien should more justly be cast. 4
Purther 1 uaderstead from the oconteats of your
letter that you were deaying to abdulla al Jasaibi his eofric
~ial position in Pahrain although the wan aud his brothers
have beean working in this post tura by tura ever since relat-
ioas and unity with the Gove nment of Great Britain were
cbtained to me, that is, for shout fifteen years, and during

the whole of this long yericd they were toe kaot of unity
between us and betlween the Politicrl Officers (of the British
Governmeat) in Pahrain; they were jresenting official letber:

and receiving the replies and consultiang ia what oconceras
our political affairs and cecupied in sTeserviag the rights
of our subjects.

And throughout this long pericd we did not receive
the least cbjection to their post from the British Government
but, on the coatrary, (that Government) was relying oa them
for its correspondence with me and for all whieh pertains to
the affairs of my subjects in Bahrain, and from this 1 deo
not see room for the smallest doubt as to the offiece of - j

g

abdulla al Qasaibi and evea if we allowed that there has

been ca his part, in your opinion, aaytiing that may injure

in the yerformance of his duty, was it not necessary to ia-

form wme about it befoure you medchoice of these aharp

measures . e

and now we have -ent this letter ¢ Your Highaess

ia the hoje that it will reach my messenger whom we have ~‘
appointed to deliver the first letiter as youwr letter dealiag

with the questiion crossed mine. 1 hoje that you will pe- .J
4
24

conaider this matter and consider it with the man whom I
have appointed , mentioned above, 30 that this gquestion may

be setiled in a manner that may redound Vo the honour aad
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.’ i respect which 1 feel I am due, and I have not cessed g
f shall not cease to entertain the hope of the settlement of
| this matter in a way that may not give place to misunder-
standing between the two friendly Goveraments: praying vhes.
ti€almighty and God that he will preserve for ever the frieng-
ly relations between the two and that he will iacrease her
(British Government) in strength and power and 1 hope every
good from your magnanimity and authority.

This 1s what has to be said, and in eomelusion, be

pleased to accept the highest respect, and may you be preserved

|
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{ Hry R
21 . / b 57,
i P From - abdel 4ziz ben abdor Ralman sl Paisal as 3a

o - The Hon'ble Lieut-Col. 8. @G. knox, C.3.1., C.l.s.,
Political Resldeat in the Persisa Guif.
Dated 5th Shawwal 1341 (220d May 1923) .

a.l.

1 have the hoaouwr ¢o bring %o your anctice that trouble
coccurred betweean the Persians residing in Bahrain aad all
ny subjects there, owing to wihich many were killed and
wounded. 1 have ascertained from sure sources on which
reliance can be placed that the aggresaor and the author of
this trouble m*ha Persians by evidence of partiei/pation
aad the managemeat of this seditiocn by the Persiaa leadiag
men over whom was Mohammad sSherif whose official «Aurtuu:
is act hidden from you as he 1s the Chief of the Muaniecipality
in Bahrain which cantrols the Police in oppositiocn tc the
leading and known men of Hejd who abstained from participat-
1.7& this trouble and remained quite aeutral though they
sustained losses and experieanced highhandedness which proved
they were desirbus of peace and tranquility.

Fut the astonishiag aad terrihle matier i3 that
the policemen, eantrusted with the preservatioan of order,
appear to have sided with the Persians owing to tieir fan-
aticism aad nationality and opeaned fire oa the Nejdis.
while all this was taking place, the Political ageat of
Geeat Pritain in Bahrain, Major Daly, was lockiag oa at this
trouble without concern and did aot trouble himaself to stop
it as if it was no business of his. 1is attitule is what
bas cccasioned my surprise and 1 was at least hopiag that he
would reassure me even if caly by cne letter about this
trouble which ccmmenced in the begianing of the month of
Ramagan and the last news received by me about it shows that
it has remained uasettled and I do anot know what had hapgpened '/“‘
and wihat will be the result. But 1 regret that he did anot
do sc. Therefore 1 think you will excuse me if 1 meaticn
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%0 Your Highness that 1 am muoch displeased at this attitude
of his and 1 hope from my friend, Great Britain, with whom

1 have aever and aever will cesse to maintain sincere
frieadsidp, of whoae frieandsil, and love we are ever covetous,
that she will put a mediator of uaity between us and her
who will be zZealous for my iaterests as sLe has always done.
This and we have rescolved with tids letter to send
dyud Heshdm, our adhereat and cne of our gpecial men, on our
behalf, fur the delivery of this letter t¢ Your iighness
and for ianvestigation and enyuiry about this trouble, hoping
from Your Higilness that you will appoint one of your confid-
aata on whom you rely s¢ that they may go in company with
our arforesaid adhereat to Bahrain that they may eaguire and
ascertainks together about this trouble aad arrive at the

cause thereof, s¢ that true justive may take its anatural
course