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About this record

This file consists of letters (in English and Arabic), telegrams, handwritten notes, diary extracts, and

drafts of the above concerning a rumoured visit by Ibn Sa'ud, ruler of Najd, to the Trucial Coast and Oman.
The bulk of the file is correspondence between the Political Residency in Bushire, the Political Agents in
Kuwait and Sharjah, the Foreign Department of the Government of India, the Secretary of State for India in
Whitehall, the British Embassy in Constantinople, the various Trucial Sheikhs, Sheikh Mubarak of Kuwait, and
Ibn Sa'ud. Included within this are letters sent amongst the Arab rulers themselves that came into the
possession of the British via the Agent at Sharjah.

The file begins with reports of Ibn Sa'ud's visit to al-Hasa in the summer of 1905 where he reconciled the
quarrelling tribes of 'Ajman, al-Murrah, and Bani Hajar, and his talk of visiting the Trucial Coast and Oman.

A discussion follows on how the British should deal with the consequential unrest and injury to trade in the
Gulf should the visit occur, often seeking the advice of Sheikh Mubarak of Kuwait due to his close connection
to Ibn Sa'ud. Warnings are then given to the Trucial Sheikhs to refrain from contact with Ibn Sa'ud and
measures of blocking the arms trade to Kuwait and more direct military action are put forward. The file ends
(at the close of 1907, after a gap of a year) with reports from Sheikh Mubarak that complaints about the
British and requests for contact with Ibn Sa'ud had come to him from several of the Trucial rulers.
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6/ fc/ British Residency and Consulate-General,
\ "

A Bushire, 97 October 1905, !
i
|

From, fi

Captain P,Trovor, I.A., "
L (
Assigtant Resident, a

Pergian Julf,

Toy
» 8ir Louis V. Dane K.C.S.@h,
Secretary to the Government of India
 in the Foreimn Departuont, i
© GALCUTTA, :1
?
Sir, }

T have the honour to foxwa.i'd,m the information

i’e of the Government of India, a translation of a report
102140 dated 5th October 1906.) which I have received from

who Residenoy Agent at Shargah togeuber with the enw

l.Letotnr daved 2 19056 olosures. From twhe late
fron fbdul Aziz bin 2%&!‘ .
bin Saood to the Chief of ter it will be seen that
Dabat. Abdil Aziz bin Abdul
z bin Abdu
2e Letter dated 29th Aupust 1905, X
from Khalid bin Abdullah es bin Saocod visite
Sowedul %o the Chief of Abu 4
- Dhabis .d Kater during the hot
M(ﬂmbsn : r 2nd What he
qu o the Cnief of Abu (m
iq ed ©o visit the
Arab M nna Gnnn %m These fagts weore briefly
: noted  in the Diary of the Porsian (ulf Politicsl Hesie
denoy for the week ending 15th October 1905, and it was
stated that the Chiecf of Abu Dhabi proposed Lo confer with
> His Highness the Sugan of 'uscat on the subject.
g 2 I have now heard that Sheikh Zaeed bin Khalifah duly

vigited Musecabt and that the Sulten is much agitated at the
idea that the Amir of liejd may possibly visit Oman. is
Highness
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p
Highness considers that should Abdul Aziz make his appesre
ance anywhere on whe shores of Oman, it would be the sipg=
nal for all the Ghaferi tribes o rise against him.

R B I think it is unlizely that Bin Sacod will endsavour
Lo vigit the Pirate Coast and Oman, but the appearance
of the Wahabi Amir in this quarter would certainly cause
trou‘ole/. and I 'c,:-xin:ail"?‘ga_m should be taken o prevent his

5 naking any such visit, should it apoerr later that he

gseriously contemplates doing so.

da I therefore submil this report with the request that |

the Government of Indias will be pleased o favour me with

instructions as %o what actidn should be teken, should

such a conbingency ariase.

I have the honour w0 be t
Sir, !
/f
Your most obedient servants g
: ’ ———— ]
5 §(/ﬂ4 TIne & ‘
Captain, f
3 1)
1

for Political Resident in the

Perr:}zl mlf, (

o e |
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00221

ko

Telegram,

FROM Foreign, Calcutta,

No: 1182 #®.B. dated 15-3-06.

(P). With reference to the question of Ibn
Saood Nejd, I have the honour to refer you to
the Foreign Secretary's weekly letter dated
Feb: 22nd with whivh was forwarded Major Cox's
letter No: 51 dated Feb: 4th.

We propose,pending a reply to our secret des-
patch dated Jan: 11th 1906, No: 7 External,to
authorise the issue of a warning by Major Cox
to the Trucial Arab Chiefs in accordance with
his letter No: 61 , clause 2 , para: 6 .

8
Addresed to The Secretary of State.

Sent to the Resident in the Persian Gulf,Bushir

V24

3
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§ @<
(Received on-12¢h Marek 1906, with Political Secrstary’s letter No, 8;-dated.23rd. Felruary
© N 1906.)
\
INpIA OFFICE,
22 February 1906.
b\

SIR,

With\eference to my letter * of :tb?e 29t}1 Aprié 1904 as to gie affairs of
. 2 WY i % ejd, I am directed b r. Secretary
1904?’?;?“2075;18\?1\‘;%' o e ‘J g Mo]rley to enclose, to bey laid before the
#Xo. 7 (External), Uatod 11th Janaary 1906: Seoretary of State for Foreign Affairs,
copy of a furthe}\Secret + letter from the Government of India on the subject
of a visit which the Wahabi Amir Abdul Aziz bin Saood is reported to be
intending to make to the Pirate Coast and Maskat in the coming spring.

It will be observed that on the 5th December 1905, the Government of
India authorised enquities being made of the Sheikh of Koweit as to Bin
Saood’s intentions, but that the result has not yet been reported. In the
meanwhile the Government of India, in view of the serious consequences which
would ensue if Bin Saood should succeed in establishing his ascendancy over

. the Trucial Chiefs or the Sultan of Maskat, suggest that he should be approach-

ed either through the Sheikh\ of Koweit or the Sultan of Maskat or other
suitable channel, with a view fo ascertaining whether he is prepared to stand
by the declaration of his predecessor not to oppose or injure British subjects
residing in his territories, and not\to interfere with the Arab tribes in alliance
with the British Government. In regard to thisI am to observe that the
declaration made in 1866 was not proposed, or even formally accepted, by the
British Government, and it contained a reference to the claim of the Wahabis
upon the Customs of Maskat. The Goyernment of India further suggest that,
in the event of Bin Saood’s failing to give the necessary assurance, he should be
warned that any attempt on his part to interfere in Oman or on the Pirate Coast
would be regarded as an unfriendly act and that suitable measures would be
taken to frustrate it. ‘These measures, in the opinion of the Government of
TIndia, might consist either of a more stringent embargo on the import of arms
at Koweit and elsewhere, or, in the case of necessity, of actual armed assistance
from British ships to the Sheikhs threatened.

The serious consequences which might arise from the re-establishment by
Bin Sacod of the Wahabi dynasty throughout the centre of Arabia were
$Enclosure 4 to Pro. No 364 in Secret E., Angust referred to in\ the despatch i from His
1904, Nos. 286-373. Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople
of the 16th May 1904, No. 873, and the question is fukther complicated if, as
appears to be the case, Bin Sacod has been recognised by the Turkish Govern-
ment and has acknowledged the suzerainty of the Sultan, It will be observed
that the Government of India consider that it would be useless and undesirable
to bring pressure to bear on Bin Sacod through the Turkish\authorities.

So far as Maskat is concerned I am to observe that the French Government
is conjointly with the British Government interested in its independence, and in
the event of interference by the Wahabis with the Trucial Chikfs the measures
proposed by the Government of India might not be effective.\ For instance,
such control as we may be able to exercise over the importation of arms into
Arabia is limited toarmsimported by British subjects. The questions raised by
the Government of India are thus complicated, and in view of qur desire to
refrain from any entanglements with the rulers of Nejd, it seems Wesirable to
take no steps, in the absence of any urgent necessity caused hy Wahabi
action, until His Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople has been\consulted
on the proposal ta approach Bin Saood otherwise than through the \Turkish
authorities,
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«(Received with Political Seécretary’s No. 11, dated the 16tk (received 31st) Marck 1906.)
ARABIA. [Mareh 1.]

J
)i

CONFIDENTIAL. SEcTION 2.
-

No. 1.
Foreign Office to India O fice.
Y Sir, \ Foreign Office, March 1, 1906.

I am directed by Secretary Sir B. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of the 22nd February relative to the proposed visit of the Wahabi Amir
to the Pirate Coast and Maskat.

I am toinform you that a copy of your letter has been sent to His
Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople for his observations, and that a further
communication will'\be addressed to you on receipt of his reply.

I am, ete.,

(Signed) E. GORST.

Telegram, dated the 9th (received 10th) April 1906.
From—His Majesty’s Secretary of State for India, London,
To—His Excellency the Viceroy, Simla.

Thn Saood. = Please see your telegram of 15th March. His Majesty’s Gov-
ernment approve your proposal as to the warning to be given to the Trucial
Chiefs. ,

.23

Telegram No. 1522-E.B., dated the 14th April 1906.
From—The Secretary to the Government iyfy Indiain the Foreign Department, Simla,
To—Masor P. Z. Cox, C. I. E., Officiating P\litical Resident in the Persian Gulf.
Ibn Saood. Please refer to your letter No. 51, dated the 4th February 1906.
His Majesty’s Government approve of a warning being given to the Trucial

Chiefs, as recommended in paragraph 5, seccnd \clause, of your letter cited
above. Please take necessary steps.

Eatract from the <“ Times of India”, dated 30tk

P Aa With regard to Koweit Mr. Leland Buxton says there is no doubt that
A the Sheikh of that place is playing a
double game and is intriguing with the
Turks. The Sheikh is now allied with Ibn Saocod (one of the two most
~ important Emirs of Central Arabia) who has just become a protege of Turkey,
and there now exists a sort of Triple Alliance between this Emir, the Sheikh of

Koweit, and the Turks, an alliance directed chiefly against Ibn

second most powerful Emir of the region). Asa result of this understanding

the Turks have now been enabled to establish garrisons at Nejd. Mr)\ Buxton

says the treaty recently entered into between Lord Curzon and the\Sheikh

will prevent Koweit ever becoming a foreign naval station; but it showld not

be forgotten that there is also another possible harbour which would serve as

the terminus of the Baghdad Railway, sitnated between Koweit and the mouth

~ of the Shat-el-Arab river. This harbour is called Khor Abdullah; and soan

The Persian Gulf Imbroglio.

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: IOR/R/15/1/556. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023403455.0x000036



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023403455.0x000036?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilgll jhs djisa
Qatar National Library

'Vol. D.16 (File 61/4) Bin Saood - Amir of Nejd's intention to visit Pirate
Coast and Oman in 1905’ [26v] (54/118)

after the secret arrangement entered into between the Viceroy of India and

the Koweit Sheikh the Turks occupied the shore of this harbour, and it still

remains in Turkish occupation. While in Baghdad Mr. Leland Buxton made ~
special inquiries as to what extent British commerce was being affected by A\

German competition, but found that the former was still holding its own. “At
the Persian Ports on the Gulf I was informed that the arrangement by which
the Customs were placed in the hands of Belgian officials was most unpopular
among the Arabs and the Persians, and that asa result of this measure the
tariffs were much higher than under the old Persian regimé. It appeared to
be generally understood that the Belgians were carrying out this work in the
interests of Russia. As the result of inquiries made in many quarters as to.
what extent Russian influence had been affected by the results of the late war =y
I found that the Russian position was practically as strong as ever.” o

s

M

Extract from a letter from the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, No. 620,
dated Bushire, the 18th (received 27th) March 1906.
. . » s * . ®

Having spent three days at Koweit during last week, I have the honour
to submit, for the information of Government, a few observations regarding the
present aspect of affairs there.

T met Sheikh Mubarak on three ocecasions, and on 7th instant had a
lengthy interview with him at the Agency, for the details of which I beg refer-
ence to the attached memorandun drawn up for me by Captain Knox who was
likewise present. . :

It will be seen that during it several topics were touched upon, some of
which are subjects of separate correspondence.

L 2. The trend of our conversation regarding the affairs of Central Arabia,
: which was started by Sheikh Mubarak, is of some significance. The possibility
of the Ruler of Koweit smoking the calumet of peace with Bin Rashid, and
Mubarak’s own vision of a three-cornered, compact between himself, Bin
Rashid and Bin Saocod, which would in practiee probably be found to amount
to a defensive alliance for resistance to Turkish expansion in Nejd and Hassa,
i is an interesting, if somewhat utopian, prospect to contemplate.

Tt is to be feared however that Sheikh Mubarak’s own ambitions, as indi-
cated in the second of the conditions suggested by, him to Bin Rashid, are
likely to form the chief obstacle to such a development.

On the other hand, there is no doubt that in the'course of the strife of the

last few years both Bin Saood and Bin Rashid must have been brought to
realise what a strong position the Ruler of Koweit, te%hlly situated as he

2

il

is, occupies both strategically and politically in relation to them, and they
evidently see the advantage of maintaining friendly relations with him.

In connection with Bin Sacod’s doings I may remark it is possible that his
recent telegram to the Porte was sent to disarm suspicion praparatory to some
‘further move, as recent reports from Bahrein show that the Turks are now
having trouble at Hofuf, in which it seems possible; if not ble, that Bin
Saood has had an indirect hand. :

* * * * * *

A M 2

—gpm

Lxtract from a note of a conversation between the Resident in the\ Persian
Gulf and Sheikh Mubarak of Koweit, dated 7th Mareh 1906.

® L . - * 2 L

The Sheikh informed the Resident Lh}mi he h?ouhghth:de lzro;ﬂd be ini;tlal st%d
; to hear that he tely, on 24th Feb-
(1) The pMof peace in the interior, ruary (29th Zi-ul-Haj), ived o Jattes A
22
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e 1

from Bin Rashid couched in friendly language and proposing that Sheikh
Mobarak should be on the same terms of friendship with him as the Rulers of
Koweit had been with his uncle and grandfather before him. The Sheikh
said that he had replied to Bin Rashid that he, Mubarak, was a man who loved
peace and quietness and would welcome friendly relations with him, provided
that Bin

neighbours,

The Resident, in the way ‘of friendly interest, asked how peace could be
arranged between the two; whether a personal meeting would be necessary or
whether trusted massengers would be sent.

The Sheikh replied that it would be done by correspondence and that a
meeting would be unnecessary. He proceeded to sketch the terms on which,
in his opinion, a reconciliation between him and Bin Rashid could be consi-.
dered practicable.

These were : =
(i) That Bin Rashid\should have Chhaffa (Kaffa) and Hail, and the
Bedouins of Jebel Shammar,
(ii) That he, Bin Sabah,'should have 'Koweit, Aneyza, Poreyda, Sedeyr,
and Washm and should control the tribes occupying them.
(iii) That Bin S8aood should\have Nejd and the Wadi Dowasir. *

The Resident asked if Sheikh Mgbarak thought that he would be able to
keep the parties to their agreement with himself and with one another ; and
the Sheikh replied that he could.

The Resident then asked whether under such circumstances Bin Rashid
would have sufficient income to enable\him to live without harrying his
neighbours, and Sheikh Mobarak replied that he would have Hail and Chhaffa,
the Zakat of Shammar and the produce of forays on the Harb and Aneyza
tribes between Hail and Medina,

Asked what view the Tuarks would, in his opinion, take of this triple
alliance, Sheikh Mobarak replied that they would undoubtedly regard it with
disfavour.

The Resident then asked whether the relations between Sheikh Mobarak

(2) The relations between Bin Subah and Bin and Bin Sa00l continued the same as
Saood, formerly ; to which Sheikh Mobarak re-
plied that they did, and that Bin Saood still listened tg his advice. Major Cox
then thanked the Sheikh for his co-operation in ascertyining the truth regard-
ing Bin Saood’s alleged intention to visit Oman.

Mobarak rejoined that Sayyid Feisal of Maskat had also written to him
and that he had told His Highness that there was no canse for apprehension,
and that Bin Saood had quite enough to do where he was for some time to
come.

A reference was then made to the long telezram sent\from Bushire to
‘Constantinople through Jasim Bin Thani on behalf of Bin\Saood. Sheikh
Mobarak was asked what inference he drew from the fact that \Bin Saood had
not consulted him before, and regarding its despatch. The Sheéikh said that
he had received full details from Bin Saood’s messenger, Mussad Bin Suweilim,
who sent the telegram, but admitted that he had heard nothing on the subject
direct from the Bin 8aood family or from Abd-ur-Rahman. He thotght this
was because the telegram had been inspired by Sheikh Jasim Bin Thani, of
whom he spoke in.ne very favourable terms, rm—

No. 773, dated Buskire, the 6th April 1906.
From—Maior P. Z. Cox, C.I.LE, Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, -

To—S1r Louts Daxg, K.C 1 E,, C.S L., Secretary to the Government of India in
the Foreign Depaitment, Simla.

In continuation of my letter No 63, dated 23rd February 1905, I have the

\

d was really sincere in his desire for peace.

honour to attach copy of a note addressed by Captain Knox to me from Camp

23
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hid would keep within his own boundaries and not harass his’

-
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Extract from the Diary of the Persian Gulf Political Residency for the week
\ending 18th (received 27th) March 1906.

* * - Ld * * L J

SHARGAH.

(21st February 1906.)

260. (a) Sheikh Rashid, Chief of Umm-el-Kowein, recently visited Sheikh
Zaeed, Chief of Abn Thabi, with a view to removing the ill-feeling which he
suspected the latter was inwardly bearing towards him on account of his dealings
with.the Beni Kutb (#ide entry No. 2 in diary for the week ending 22nd
October 1905). It is reported that he has renewed the agreement of friendship
which previously subsisted between his late father, Sheikh Ahmed, and Sheikh
Zaeed., !

() As regards the Beni Kutb, the Chief of Umm-el-Kowein, agreed to
use his hest endeavours to induce their elders to visit the Chief of Abu Thabi
and conclude an agreement with him: bat if his efforts proved unsuccessful,
he undertook not to support them against Sheikh Zaeed. In connection with
this Sheikh Zaeed has gone out to\ Sumeih with his troops and is said to be
awaiting the result of Sheikh Rashid’s endeavours.

* * L \ ® L4 - e
O S

Eztract from the * Times of In\()i\a ”, dated the 9th April 1906.

* * L] * \\ * - ®

Fighting is reporfed at Ras al Khaima, })etween the inhabitants of that
town under Sheikh Zaid and the powerful Ben\'\Kittab Bedouin. Operations so
tory sniping by the Beni Kittab,

and occasional looting of camels and cattle by both sides.

Sheikh Zaid is preparing to take the field shortly with a large body of towns-
men drawn from Umm AlXKatwan, Al Ajman, and Ras Haninya in addition
to his own immediate followers, the idea being to pufia final stop to the Bedouin
raids on the coast towns.

The new hospital in connection with the Residency at Bahrein is rapidly
approaching completion. The Arabs seem to be gradually overcoming their
prejudices against these institutions, and the Mason Hospital at Bahrein built
and equipped by the American Arabian Mission generally\ has a fair number
of beds occupied.

Building operations are well forward on the new Mission\school and chapel,
and it is hoped that the dwelling house to replace the present unsuitable and
insanitary residence, will be completed before the end of the year .

® % ¥ 3 *® * \ ®
\

MEMORANDUM. \\
The papers specified in the margin were transmitted to the Secretary,
Persian Gulf. Political and Secret Department, India
eo-l-‘r Saood’s intention to visit Oman and the Pirate Oﬂice, London, for the information of
Letter from the Politieal Resident in the Persian IS Majesty’s Secretary of State for India,
Gulf, No. 773, dated 6.h April 1906, and enclosure. under cover of the Fore)’gn secretary's

letter No. 17-M., dated the 26th April 1906.
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(Received on 16tk April 1906, with Political Secretary’s letler No. 13, daled SOth March
1906.)

INpIA OrricE,
24th March 1906.
SIR, .

In continuation of my letter of the 22nd February last on the subject of
the reported intention of the Wahabi Emir to visit the Pirate Coast, T am

directed by Mr. Secretary Morley to request that you will draw the attention D

of Secretary Sir T. Grey to the telegram from the Viceroy on the subject of
the 15th March and to the letter from Major Cox to the Government of India,
No. b1 of the 4th February last.

Subject to Sir E. Grey’s concurrence Mr. Morley proposes to authorise
the Government of India to instruct Major Cox to warn the Trucial Chiefs
that, in view of the general unrest, prejudicial to our commercial interests on
the coast, which would result from intrigues between them and the Emir
Abdul Aziz bin Saood, the Government of India would not view such proceed-
ings with indifference.

I have the honour to. be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
(Sd.) A. GODLEY.
The Under Secretary of State,
Foreign Office.

(Received on 30tk dpril 1906, wilk Political S(cralary’a letter No. 15, daced 13tk dprii

1

ARABIA. n [March 13.]

CONFIDENTIAL. \ SecTION 2.
No. 1. \

India Office to Foreign Office—(Received March 13.)

~ In continuation of this Office letter of the 22nd ultimo,
to Foreign Office letter of the 1st instant, the Under-Secreta
India presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of Stat

of State for
for Foreign

Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, forwards herewith, for the m

information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in a letter\ from the
Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, dated the 22nd ultimo, relative
to the proposed visit of the Wahabi Amir to the Pirate Coast and Oma

India Office, March 13, 1906.

Inclosure 1 in No. 1.

Major Cox to Government of India.
(Not printed).

RIS
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despatch from His Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople regarding the
projected visit of the Wahabi Amir to the Priate Coast and Maskat.

It will be observed that 8ir N. O’Conor is of opinion that any warning
given to the Amir respecting his relations with the Trucial Chiefs and Maskat
will be more effective if conveyed to him directly rather than through the
Sheikh of Koweit or the Sultan of Maskat, and I am to inform you that Sir
E. Grey concurs in this view.

I am, &ec.,
The Under Secretary of State E. GORST.
for India.
Annex.
8ir N. O’Congr to Sir E. Grey.
No. 189. Confidential. N Constantinople,
Sir, 20th March 1906.

\
T have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Despatch No. 93, of
the 1st instant, in which you were so goog{s@ to ask for my observations
on a letter from the India Office enclosing correspondence relative to the pro-
jected visit of the Wahabi Amir to the Pirate Coast and to Maskat in the
spring. .

While I quite concur in the view of the Secretary of State for India
that serious complications would ensue should the Ameeér succeed in establish-
ing his asecendancy over the Trucial Chiefs and Maskat, and that it would be
well to convey to him a warning that bis action in those parts must be limited
by respect for our engagement with the tribes with which we have treaties, I
am disposed to think that such warning will be more eﬂ’ecb'g\e if conveyed
directly rather than through the Sheikh of Koweit or the Sultan of Maskat.

As regards Mubarak, it seems fairly certain that, in view the more
friendly relations which have recently heen established between him and the
local Turkish Authorities of Basra,.the Porte would at once get news of our
communication to Abdul Aziz, and would in all probability take steps to
neutralize its effect. I would therefors suggest, for the consideration of His
Majesty’s Government, that our warning would be more effective if it could be
arranged that a vessel of war should meet Abdul Aziz at one of the places along
the coast which he proposes to visit, and he were given clearly to understand

will be allowed.

that no tampering with the engagements and Conventions of the Trucial Chié&

I have, &ec.,
Sir Edward Grey Bart., M.P., N.R. O’CONOR.
&e., &ce., &e.

28 @, C. Progs, Simla,=No. 180 F, Dy=7-5:06,»=54.~B, B. C.
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3
08280 |

British Residency and Consulcte~General ;
Bushire 22nd April 1905, I

No 88,.She ikh Zaeed bin Khalifa i
Chief of Abu Dhabi & !
No ,89 .Sheikh Butti bin Suhei

)
i
No90, She zg:ls'z/z;gc{rDszzlf{ha‘lzJ/ |
No 91 Shezg}’ R/J 2{dsllﬁ;‘zg%§med i
Wo.92.5he thy dhavd %f—zflbfz{gw%ge id 3
(and aj}e{hg frucza] Chiefs.) |
AC !
When travelling in your parts in Novr,
last, I heard it discussed among Arabs ;
whom I met that Abdul Rahman bin Saood
or his son Abdul Aziz intended to pay
a visit to Northern Oman and was enter-
-ing into communication with the Trucial
ChieJjs,

In writing to the great Govt Il
mentioned this report but said that I /
thought that Ibn Sacod had quite enoughs
to employ him in his own place and did
not really intend visiting Oman,

The great Govt, are also of this

opinion but so that there may be no

=

misapprehension, they have directed me
to explain to all the Trucial Chiefs
that any movement ojf Bin Saood or his

Agents towards the Northern Coast dX

of Oman would be sure to cause unrest

among the tribes which would be pre-
Judicial to British Trade, and that
Jor this reason they think it advisable
to warn the Trucial .Skeikhs that the
display of any inclination on the parl
of any one of them to give encourage-

ment to, or to intrigue with Ibn Sacod
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l or his Agents will not be regarded by

; Govt with complacency., 2

You my jriend will of your own accord

refrain jfrom anything of the sort but it

is incumbent on me to communicate to you

—

the Mews of Government, May you be pre-

RS

served and salaams, o

mrow g

(88): P Cox,

Political Resident,

| ')/"/

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: IOR/R/15/1/556. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qgdl.ga/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023403455.0x000041



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023403455.0x000041?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilgll jhs djisa
Qatar National Library

'Vol. D.16 (File 61/4) Bin Saood - Amir of Nejd's intention to visit Pirate
Coast and Oman in 1905’ [32r] (65/118)

.-

a;ff’%il?y
4 i
UGl 3
W g 2L LT 2
oledluwl s 15

a2t b B ALt
PO RIS POnL (P
PP LELIN 188100
Qrelasile/ dlei\) e gfls o\ i
2 0l 2 Lpayncid SR Ble
Ul LAY 2n T il
LIt s i
ATy olbe3Llpo ioi 3ot
S0 A 2P
S0 e ) sl
) TN b o B Lo
Sl A, 16050
. 4“‘)?@0}%\.;1!2@;;\,{;‘4,@%),
o, e saf ATC T ot
é%’f:’fvz@.&w ZoFTE0
< A il s G e
B g e 2 M S N DI
B A Ry 29 e e &

| P2t St sy,
. - W2 S H T
H AEETOENS, S\
! S NI ST A

BRITISH
Avydan

Reference: IOR/R/15/1/556. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023403455.0x000042



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023403455.0x000042?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilgll jhs djisa
Qatar National Library

'Vol. D.16 (File 61/4) Bin Saood - Amir of Nejd's intention to visit Pirate
Coast and Oman in 1905’ [32v] (66/118)

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: IOR/R/15/1/556. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023403455.0x000043

66


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023403455.0x000043?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

=

duilgll jhs djisa
Qatar National Library

'Vol. D.16 (File 61/4) Bin Saood - Amir of Nejd's intention to visit Pirate
Coast and Oman in 1905’ [33r] (67/118)

BRITISH
Avydan

Reference: IOR/R/15/1/556. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023403455.0x000044



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023403455.0x000044?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

sibaoll s it
Qatar National Library

'Vol. D.16 (File 61/4) Bin Saood - Amir of Nejd's intention to visit Pirate
Coast and Oman in 1905' [33v] (68/118)

Reference: IOR/R/15/1/556. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023403455.0x000045



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023403455.0x000045?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

sibaoll s it
Qatar National Library

'Vol. D.16 (File 61/4) Bin Saood - Amir of Nejd's intention to visit Pirate
Coast and Oman in 1905’ [34r] (69/118)

Reference: IOR/R/15/1/556. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023403455.0x000046



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023403455.0x000046?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

dgilngll g disa
Qatar National Library

'Vol. D.16 (File 61/4) Bin Saood - Amir of Nejd's intention to visit Pirate
Coast and Oman in 1905 [34v] (70/118)

Reference: IOR/R/15/1/556. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023403455.0x000047



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023403455.0x000047?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilgll jhs djisa
Qatar National Library

'Vol. D.16 (File 61/4) Bin Saood - Amir of Nejd's intention to visit Pirate
Coast and Oman in 1905’ [35r] (71/118)

—

(\SH-RESID
vo. [635

Date 31.MAY.1906 'P/
>

<

v

0l
& -~
Zsian 6V

- -

BRITISH
Avydan

Reference: IOR/R/15/1/556. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023403455.0x000048



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023403455.0x000048?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilgll jhs djisa
Qatar National Library

'Vol. D.16 (File 61/4) Bin Saood - Amir of Nejd's intention to visit Pirate
Coast and Oman in 1905 [35v] (72/118)

D)

|
9
:

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: IOR/R/15/1/556. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023403455.0x000049

72


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023403455.0x000049?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

sibaoll s it
Qatar National Library

'Vol. D.16 (File 61/4) Bin Saood - Amir of Nejd's intention to visit Pirate
Coast and Oman in 1905' [36r] (73/118)

Reference: IOR/R/15/1/556. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023403455.0x00004a



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023403455.0x00004a?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

sikaoll o s
Qatar National Library

'Vol. D.16 (File 61/4) Bin Saood - Amir of Nejd's intention to visit Pirate
Coast and Oman in 1905 [36v] (74/118)

Reference: IOR/R/15/1/556. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023403455.0x00004b



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023403455.0x00004b?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

ayibaoll s asisia
Qatar National Library

'Vol. D.16 (File 61/4) Bin Saood - Amir of Nejd's intention to visit Pirate
Coast and Oman in 1905 [37r] (75/118)

Reference: IOR/R/15/1/556. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023403455.0x00004c



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023403455.0x00004c?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

ayibaoll s asisia
Qatar National Library

'Vol. D.16 (File 61/4) Bin Saood - Amir of Nejd's intention to visit Pirate
Coast and Oman in 1905’ [37v] (76/118)

Y A TR TR T g

Reference: IOR/R/15/1/556. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023403455.0x00004d



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023403455.0x00004d?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

=

duilgll jhs djisa
Qatar National Library

'Vol. D.16 (File 61/4) Bin Saood - Amir of Nejd's intention to visit Pirate

Coast and Oman in 1905’ [38r] (77/118)

LR 2

No. 498, dated Bushire, the 15th (received 23rd) October 1905.
From—CAPTAIN A. P. TREVOR, I.A,, Assistant Resident, Persian Gulf,
To—S. M. FRASER, Esq., C.ILE., Secretary to the Government of India in the
Foreign Department, Simla.

I have the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of
India, translation of the marginally noted
news-Jetter ¥ which I have received from
the Residency Agent, Shargah, reporting, infer alia, the movements of the
notorious Mohamed Abdul Wahab of Darein in Katif district.

*No. 137, dated 15th September 1go5, with enclosure.

Translation of a news letter No. 137, dated 15th September 1905, from the
Residency Agent, Shargah, to Major P. Z. Cox, C.I.E., Political Resident

in the Persian Gulf.

On the 11th Jamadi Thani 1323 (13th August 1905) the Chief of Debai
proceeded to the village cf Hatta for the purpose of repairing a spring for irri-
gation of date trees, etc. He returned to Debai on the 23rd Jamadi Thani (25th
August 1905) and it appears that he has appointed one of his men, named
Abdullah bin Bauker who belongs to the Lariyeh Ajam tribe to look after the
spring.

On the 14th Jamadi-Thani (16th August 1905) Mohamed bin Abdul Wahab
arrived at Debai by the mail steamer from Bombay.

When he landed at Debai from the mail steamer the Chief of Debai’s Jocum
tenens fired a salute of 2 guns and hoisted his flag on the Government House.
This Mohamed bin Abdul Wahab is a merchant and deals in pearls but he is a
resident of Darein in the District of Katif, and a Turkish subject. He visits
Bahrein, Katr and Bombay.

It appears that Mohamed bin Abdul Wahab is the bearer of presents sent
to all the Chiefs of the (Pirate) Coast from Abu Dhabi to Um-el-Kowein, by a
Bania named Nakandas Jowerjin residing at Bombay.

Every Sheikh has been sent a silver tray, weighing 130 miskals and one
pair of Binoculars and one Brocade Shawl with a letter. 1 beg to forward here~
with a copy of one of the letters for your information.

Mohamed bin Abdul Wahab arrived at Shargah on the 21st Jamadi-Thani
(23rd August 1905). The Chief of Shargah fired a salute of 2 guns and hoisted
his flag on the Government House, and entertainments were given in his honour
by the Chief of Shargah and some of the inhabitants of that place. He remained
at Shargah for 3 days and handed to the Chief the presents sent with him by
Nakandas Bania adding a small bundle containing silk cloth, Abba, (cloak) a
watch, etc.  He then returned to Debai. On embarking on the boat at his
departure for Debai, he distributed Rs. 500 amongst the servants of the Chief
of Shargah. ;

The Chief of Ajman had sent 2 dromedaries to Mohamed. He, however,
did not accept them and returned them to the Chief sending Rs. 100 as a present
at same time from himself to the Chief. The Chiefs of Shargah and Debai had
each sent 2 dromedaries to Mohamed Abdul Wahab. He accepted them and
despatched them to Bahrein by the mail steamer.

Mohamed bin Abdul Wahab tried to bring about a reconciliation between
the Chief of Shargah and his uncle Sheikh Salem bin Sultan. The latter, how-
ever, did not agree that the reconciliation should be effected through him
(Mohamed) saying “ you are a foreigner and an understanding should be made
by one who should (always) be present to see that it is not infringed.”

I have heard that a friendship exists between the Headman of Fujeira and
Sheikh Salem bin Sultan and that the former has invited the latter to come to
Fujeira as his guest and has prepared for him some presents in the shape of dates,
etc., and awaits Sheikh Salem’s arrival at Fujeira.
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It appears that, if no reconciliation is effected between the Chief of Shargah
and Sheikh Salem, the latter will join the Headman of Fujeira and Zed-el-Helali,
the Head of Shehiyeen against the Chief of Shargah and take possession of the
villages belonging to the latter in the mountainous districts of Ras-el-Kheima and
Shargah. But this fact has not become public as yet.

Most of the inhabitants of Shargah and Ras-el-Kheima inwardly desire to be
ruled by Sheikh Salim bin Sultan. If the latter attacks Ras-el-Kheima and
Shargah even with only 100 men, the towns-people will join him. But Sheikh
Salem is an old man and does not like fighting and quarrels and only desires
means of subsistence from the Chief of Shargah; but the Chief does not agree
to grant bim the same and, I think, that, if the case remains in this state, Sheikh
Salem will take some measures to involve the Chief in trouble.  Mohamed bin
Abdul Wahab gave Sheikh Salem bin Sultan $400 and 20 bags rice as a present.

Transiation of a letter, dated 15th Femadi-ul-Awal 1323 (19th Fuly 1905) from
Nakandas Fowerjin to the Sheikh.

You have of course heard the news of the marriage of (my) son Subbagh.
We have sent marriage gifts to some of our friends. As you are one of the most
respectable friends of ours, we send you, through Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdul
Wahab Pasha a present, 5., a silver tray and a pair of binoculars which 1
request you to accept and oblige us.

My son Subbagh sends you salaams.

G. 0, Press, Simlas=No, C585 F. D,~37+10:08,~67—H. C. G,
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India Office, Lendon,
13th April 1906.
Secret,
No. 15.

To His Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor
General of India in Council.

My Tonrp,
I have received the letter of Your Excellency’s Government in
Reported intention of Abdul the Foreign Department, No. 7
Aziz bin Saood to visit the Pirate (Secret), dated 11th January last,
Coast and Oman. informing me of the reported
intention of the Wahabi Amir Abdul Aziz bin Saood to visit the Pirate
Coast and Oman, and of his threatened interference with the affairs of
those districts.

2. In view of the serious consequences which would follow such
action by the Amir, you recommend that, in the event of his not giving
satisfactory assurances as to his intentions, a warning should be
addressed to him that any attempt on his part to interfere in Oman or
along the Arab coast either with the Chiefs or with their subjects will

be regarded as an unfriendly act, and that suitable measures will be .

taken to frustrate it.

3. I forward herewith, for the information and guidance of Your
* To Foreign Office, dated 22nd February EXCGHCDC}"S Government, a copy
1906. e it £
From ditto, dated 1st March 1906. of (}oncsp(l)ndcncl, b }th the
From ditto, dated 31st March 1906, with Foreign Office on the subject.
enclosure.

4. His Majesty’s Government accept the view that a warning to the
Amir would be necessary if he were to carry out his reported intention.
They consider, however, that it would be better that such warning
should be conveyed to him only in the event of his appearing upon the
Coast ; and that it should then be conveyed to him directly, as proposed
by Sir N. O’Conor.

T have the honour to be,
My Lord,
Your Lordship’s most obedient humble Servant,

(Signed) JouN MORLEY.
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ENCLOSURES. ';

Eunclosure No. 1.

India Office to Foreign Office.

India Office,
Sir, 22nd February 1906.
With reference to my letter of the 29th April 1904 as to the
affairs of Nejd, I am directed by Mr. Secretary Morley to enclose, to
be laid before the Sccretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a
s, _ further Secret Letter* from the
am‘; L,‘\nzl‘();;”.bcz(.“"’ dated 11th January 1906, ovopnment of India on the sub-
L ject of a visit which the Wahabi
Amir Abdul Aziz bin Sacod is reported to be intending to make
to the Pirate Coast and Muscat in the coming spring.
It will be observed that, on the 5th December 1905, the Government
of India authorised enquiries being made of ihe Sheikh of Koweit as to
Bin Saood’s intentions, but that the result has not yet been reported.
In the meanwhile the Government of India, in view of the serious
consequences which would ensue if Bin Saood should succeed in
establishing his ascendency over the Trucial Chiefs or the Sultan of
Muscat, suggest that he should be approached either through the Sheikh
of Koweit or the Sultan of Muscat or other suitable chanuel, with a
oA 2 . view to ascertaining whether he is prepared to stand by the Declarationt
¢ R et of his prelecessor not to oppose or
nee claration ahabt ini » 11 1 H 3
dated Lflst Acpril lSGG.O(Aitghison's 'l‘mnlni::z ;I}]llr&, Bll?lsh SUbJECtS re§ldm§ =
Vol. X,, p. 116). is territories, and _not to interiere
with the Arab tribes in alliance
with the British Government. In regard to this I am to observe that
the declaration made in 1866 was not proposed, or even formally 3
accepted, by the British Government, and it contained a reference to 1
the claim of the Wahabis upon the customs of Musecat. The Govern-
| ment of India further suggest that, in the event of Bin Sacod’s failing
. F to give the necessary assurance, he should be warned that any attempt
L on his part to interfere in Oman or on the Pirate Ccast would be
regarded as an unfriendly act,and that suitable measures would be taken
to frustrate it. These measures in the opinion of the Government of
India might consist either of a more stringent embargo on the import
7 of arms at Koweit and elsewhere, or, in the case of necessity, of actual A
armed assistance from British ships to the Sheikhs threatened.
The serious consequences which might arise from the re-establish-
ment by Bin Sacod of the Wahabi dynasty throughout the centre of
Arabia were referred to in the Despateh from His Majesty’s Arbassador
at Constantinople of the 16th May 1904, No. 373, and the question is
further complicated if, as appeais to be the case, Bin Sacod has been {
L7 recognised by the Turkish Government and has acknowledged the 4
suzerainty of the Sultan. It wili be observed that the Governrment of
India consider that it would be useless and undesirable to bring
pressure to bear on Bin Sacod through the Turkish authorities.
So far as Muscat is concerned I am to observe that the French
Government is conjointly with the British Government interested in its
independence, and, in the event of interference by the Wahabis with
the Trucial Chiefs, the measures proposed by the Governiment of India
& might not be effective. For instance, such control as we may be able
to exercise over the importation of arms into Arabia is limited to arms
imported by British subjects. The questions raised by the Government
5. 10. A2
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of India are thus complicated, and in view of our desire to refrain from
any entanelements with the rulers of Nejd, it seems desirable to take
no steps, in the absence of any urgent necessity caused by Wahabi
action, until His Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople has been
consulted on the proposal to approach Bin Sacod otherwise than through
the Turkish authorities.

The suggestion of the Government of India that, in the event of Bin
Saood’s failing to give satisfactory assurances, a more stringent embargo
should e placed upon the traffic in arms, appears to raise a further
difficulty by conveying the implication that in the contrary event
the Government of India would be prepared to acquiesce in the import
of arms by the Sheikh of Koweit.
Mr. Morley is aware that in June
1904* it was decided to defer
measures which were then under consideration for preventing the
import of arms into Koweit. He would, however, te reluctant to
approve any permancnt departure from the established policy of His
Majesty’s Government of maintaining an effective control over the
arms traffic in these waters.

* See Sir T. Sanderson’s letter, dated
21st June 1904.

I have, &e.,
The Under Secretary of State, A. GODLEY.
Foreign Office.

Enclosure No. 2.

Foreign Office to India Office.
No. 6652. Foreign Office,
Sir, 1st March 1906.

I am directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the
receipt of your letter of the 22nd ultimo, relative to the proposed visit
of the Wahabi Amir to the Pirate Coast and Muscat.

T am to inform you that a copy of your letter has been sent to His
Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople for his observations, and that
a further communication will be addressed to you on receipt of his
reply.

I am, &c.,
The Under Secretary of State E. Gorsa.
for India.
Enclosure No. 3.
Foreign Office to India Office.
No. 10,403. Foreign Office,
Sir, 31st March 1906.

‘With reference to the letter from this Office of the 1st instant,
I am divected by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith
copy of a Despateh from His Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople
regarding the projected visit of the Wahabi Amir to the Pirate Coast
and Muscat. ‘

Tt will be observed that Sir N. O’Conor is of opinion that any
warning given to the Amir respecting his relations with the Trucial
Chiefs and Muscat will be more effective if conveyed to him directly
rather than through the Sheikh of Koweit or the Sultan of Muscat, and
I am to inform you that Sir E. Grey concurs in this view.

I am, &e.,
The Under Secretary of State E. Gorst.
for India.

P

)
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| 7“) Annex. ]
Sir N. O’Conor to Sir E. Grey. 4
No. 189. Confidential. Constantinople,
Sir, 20th March 1906.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Despatch
No. 92, of the 1st instant, in which you were so good as to ask for my
observations on a letter from the India Office enclosing correspondence
relative to the projected visit of the Wahabi Amir to the Pirate Coast
) and to Muscat in the spring.

; ‘While I quite concur in the view of the Secretary of State for India
/ that serious complications would ensue should the Ameer succeed in
| establishing his ascendancy over the Trucial Chiefs and Museat, and
that it would be well to convey to him a warning that bis action in
- those parts must be limited by respect for our engagement with the
tribes with which we have treaties, I am disposed to think that such
warning will be more effective if conveyed directly rather than through

the Sheikh of Koweit or the Sultan of Muscat.

" As regards Moubarek, it seems fairly certain that, in view of the
more friendly relations which have recently been established between
him and the local Turkish Authorities of Basra, the Porte would at
once get news of our communication to Abdul Aziz, and would in all
probability take steps to neutralize its effect. 1 would thercfore
suggest, for the consideration of His Majesty’s Government, that our
warning would bhe more effective if it could be arranged that a vessel of ;
war should meet Abdul Aziz at one of the places along the coast which
he proposes to visit, and he were given clearly to understand that no
tampering with the engagements and Conventions of the Trucial Chiefs

el \f will be allowed.

e s R s

I have, &ec.,
Sir Edward Grey, Bart., M.P., N. R. O’Coxor.
&e., &e., &e.
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