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Correspondence discusses the merits of developing the port at Matrah [Mutrah] as a port of call for British
India steamers as opposed to Muscat. Correspondence notes that the British Residency wished to move trade away
from Dubai; the development of Khasab was considered and the lowering of re-export duty in Muscat is also

discussed.

A memorandum from Charles Wills of the Mesopotamia-Persia Corporation to Captain Stuart Horner, Secretary to
the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, sets out the case for the development of Matrah. A letter from

Cyril Johnson Barrett, Political Agent, Muscat to Bernard Stuart Horner, Secretary to the Political Resident

in the Persian Gulf, explains the winds and other advantages of Matrah to Muscat. A letter from Bertram

Thomas, Financial Adviser to Major Cyril Johnson Barrett, Political Agent, Muscat, argues against the move.

The correspondence notes that the proposal was dropped for the time being.
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My dear Horner,

Referring to the conversation Wills had with
you when he visited Bushire a few weeks ago, I now send
Jou as promised copy of memorandum he has made on the
question of Muttra and liuscat which I trast will be of
interest to you.

Yours sincere;
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)2 Capt. Stuart Horner,
Fead Secretary to the Political Resident in the

- Persian Gulf,
Bushire.
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MENCRANDUM re. MUSCAT AND MUTTRA

I had only a few hours at luscat on my way out, but had an
opportunity of seeing the Political Agent and the Tirecior of Customs
add during my conversation with the latter I gathered that the trade
of Muscat was dwindling,

The town of Muscat is practically deserted, and no business
whatsoever is taking place there,

All the merchants are trading in Muttra, and consequently al-
though the cargo is landed at Nuscat, there being no caravan route
from there it has to be again re-shipped to Muttra by voats, in-
volving & very heavy expenditure,

I gathered from 'the Director of Customs that many ports in the
Sultan of Muscat's territory and towns south and within a few miles
of Muscat were being supplied from Dubai. This I mentioned to the
Political Agent who expressed surprise and enquir;ed of a European
who hed been travelling in these districts as to this, who confirmed

3 that such was the case,
2i‘jp The Political Agent stated that the Residency were anxious to
divert the trade from Dubai, and had talked of opening a port at

%;Khasub in the Sultan's terriddry at the entrance of the Persian Gulf,

BT gethered however that it is not certain whether the trade could be
]\ diverted to this place, as it is questionable whether the route into
the interior is practicable for caravens. In any case the population
there is small, and it would take some cunsiéderable time to develop
3%

I pointed out to the rolitical Agent that the Sultan by in-

sisting oAall cargo being landed at Muscat and tnen transhipped to
\
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¥ Muttra was stirangling trade and below I give a comparison of what
it now costs to land 100 bags of Rice at Wuttra under the present

system of discharge at Muscat as compared %a Dubai:=-

) MUSCAT
Landing Charges Rs.18/12- 0 #

Boat Hire to Muttra " 20-0-0

Re.38-12- 0

Duty 5% say Rs.75- 0~ 0

Rs.113-12-0
* Sultan receives 57% from the contractor.

DUBAL #

Landing Charges Rs.16=- 0- 0
Bheikh's charges, Customs etc.® 25- 0- 0
8.41= 0= O

# No duty is charged.

I suggested to the Political Agent that the only way for the
trade of Muscat territory to develop would be for Muttra to be
made the Port (the Captain of the "Baroda®™ told me it would be
more suitable than Muscat and was more protected) as the change
would result in landing charges and boat hires being reduced by
half, and that if the Sultan wished to increase trade he should
allow cargo to be re-exported at a very much lower rate of duty so
a8 to compete with Dubai and other ports,

The Political Agent admitted that there was a great deal in
what I said but was of opinion that the Government of India would
not scrap Muscat as they had built a very fine Residency, Post
and Telegraph Office, a Cable Stathéh and other buildings there.
Also he mentioned that the Sultan's Palace was at Muscat, and the
steamers when entering fired a salute. He said that perhaps it

might be arranged to make Muttra the Port and allow steamers to

—~y
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@

A S
land their cargo there if the Company would agree to call at
Muscat, say for two hours to land mails,
i I consider that it is detrimental to the trade of the Cman
} District for Muscat to be continued as a port solely for senti-

g mental reasons, and that in opening up Muttra instead, not only

g would there be an increase in trade owing to the lower cost, but
also a large export trade could be developed if the Sultan were
to reduce Customs duty on such goods as is done by the Chiefs at
other -Gulf Ports
Busreh, 19/2/26. sd/- C. WILLS
|
[
|
)
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D.0, No. 8i-l,

3rd Harch 1926.

I am desired to forvard a copy of a
memorandum by wr. C. 71112, of the Jesopotamnia =
-~ Persia Corporation. on the comparstive esuperiore
~ity of Huttra «s a pert of call over iuscat, and

to request you to submit your own views on the

guecstlon and alse bLhose of My, Thoass.

*%‘3/}

Xajor €. €. J. Barrest, C.5.X1., C.Y.E,.,

) Foldticsl Agent, Enscat.
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CONFIDEN]

Political Agency,

the 6th April 1926.

o
.
"
3
[5)
v
~J
.

De

The merchsnts I have congulted are unanimous in their

Bele

%

extended

and

and capable of meeting the demands made upon it. Th
3 e~ 3 - mearaetfayr had Mire 4
majority of the merchants consider therefore that Muscat

is moreover cut off from the interior by the hills which sur-

of

tain B.S. Horner,
Secretary to the Hon'ble the

Political Resident
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alive by

and the British Telegraph and Post offices and by the artificial
i importance given to it as the place of residence of the Sultan
and the Political Agent.
If the Sultan and the Customs House d

probably die a natural death.

to consider the question of changing the location of the Con-
sulate, the Post Office, the T:le%r;}h Department or the Agency

Hospital.
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CONFIDENTIAL. The British Residency,

M’ /V" /g7-3 Bushire, 15th May 1926.

Piease refer to your note on Muscat and
Matrah, which Spence forwarded for the
Resident's consideration on the 2&nd February
1926, with reference to our conversation when
you were here,
I now enclose for your confidentisl informa=
L tion a copy of a letter from Thomas on this
question, which will show you the attifude of the
cenmn———— Muscat Government, and elso of a letter from
Hajor Barrett, the Politicsl Agent.
Colonel Prideaur was very much obliged for
your
6. Wills, Esq.,

The Mesopotamia-Persim Corporation, Ltd.,

Basrah,
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your note, and thinks @%@® there is much force in your

argumente, but, aﬁ&hinys are as present, he doesnot see

any chance of the change being made in the next few

years.
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MESOPOTAMIA PERSIA CORPORATION, LTD.,
BUSREH.

25th lay 1926.

£ 3
2696

7

Many thanks for your letter D0O/189-85 of the 15th instant,

undipg me a copy of Major Barrett's letter and of Hr. Thomas! re-
port on the proposals put forward in my Memorandum I sent you thro'
Spence.

I fully realise that a change from Huscat to Mutrah would
involve a large expenditure to the Indian Government and make their
present buildings at Muscat of little value seeing that noné of the
mercentile community would reside in Muscat. T am still ef opinim
and gather that Colonel Prideaux and Major Barrett hold the same
view, that it would be in the interests of the Government of Oman
to make the change.

As regerds lir. Thomas! comments, if you will excuse me
saying so, I think he has rather ani¥ted from the subject and that
he has lost sight of the probability that the Oman Government would
receive a very much larger revenue on increased imports by a greater
demand from the interior if they reduced the initizl expenses on
goods by cutting out the Muscat-Mutrah transport and transhipment
expenses, Further, a reduction in the tariff for re-exported
\bar:c would also bring in revenue which the Government does not

receive at present, and which Dubai and other Gulf ports cater for.
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I am sorry to see that Mr. Thomas thinks my report
;was possibly put forward solely with a view %o Wespers taking ad-
ventage of any improvement in the export trade, Faturally, we

hope to but my report was put forward in the interestes of Oman ang
that countryt's trade generally.

A I~ S —

41222:;%«914_f;

Major B. Stumart-Horner, =

The kritish Residency, e At

Bushire.
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The British Residency,

0./ 224 S Bushire, gth June 1926.

¥ Vear Barrett,
Please refer to your demi-official letter No .37,
dated the 6th April 1926, regarding the possibility of

gy
VISR

making Matrah the port of call for B.I. vessels instead of
Muscat. Colonel Prideaux desires me to forward herewith

for your information a copy of a letter from Mr.Wills dated '|

the 25th May 1926. He understands that this proposal has

been dropped for the present.

Yours sincerely,

1‘1496

Hajor C.C.J.Barrett, C.8.I., C.I.E.,
Political Agent & H.B.M's Consul,

Muscat.
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