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23 o o C/78 of 1933,
R S _ The Political Agency & H.B.M's Consulate, T2 ¢ S
.-‘l V. % 2’,:’7 Muscat, 21st March 1933.

Major C. B« Us Bremner, MC., I.A.,

Political Agent & H.B.M's Cgonsul

iRE mESIDENCY,
Muscate P!‘!s’m s,E:‘ " N‘—c
ﬂu £ g Z, AR e
To Dite.. 14/}/33.“::J
i The Hon'ble the Political ResidenBOKFIDEATiAl' AEGURUS.

1 in the Persian Gulf,

Bushiree

Subject:~ His Highness' the Sultan of Muscat's tour on
the Batineh Coast, February 1933.

sir,

I have the honour to forward herewith a report

received from Captain Alban, Financial Adviser, Muscat

State, on the above subjects
26 The report, written in somewhat light hearted

vein, is of considerable interest, and undoubtedly His

T —————

Highness' personal visit to this part of his domains will
be productive of good resultse
3e There is little doubt that did finance but permit
the subsidising of enterprising cultivators the narrow
belts of rich cultivation, which extended along the coastal
region, could be still further broadened by the sinking
of deep wells “ﬂ inland.
\ 4. The comu“intion of this eutopian ideal is howeve
& too far beyond the realm of possibility to make its
discussion, under existing circumstances, worthy of i
closer examination.
I have the honour to be,
Sir,

“

Your most obedient servant,

el

(8 ; Political Agent & H.B.M's Consul,Muscat.
3 7 Py, 3

b
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S

[ 5
Office of the Financial Adviser,
Vuseat State, Muscet.
Dated Marech 16, 1933,

To

i o MK BTN

The Politicel Agsnt & H.B.M's Consul,

Muscat.

Memorandum,
‘* Subjeet:-His Highness's tour of the Batineh coast.

During the last two yeers a2 tour of his dominiens
by thf/S:}tun has been bacoming inbreesingly necessary.

2. In & State like this,whers the ruler has absolute

power in éovernment,it is eartein that 8 large number of points
will elways srise which cen only be settled by the ruler himsolt{
An inconvenient number of these,mostly concerned with revenue
netters,heving eccumuleted,His Highness decided to cerry out a
comprehensive tour of the Batineh cosst, &s far as Sahar,
2, Accordingly,at dewn on the 2nd of Februery,immedi-
-gtely after Femedhen,His Highness sccompanied by thres members
of the ruling femily,Sheikh Ise the Chief Qezi,the Mudir Ismail,
e dendified young gentlemen from Pelestine who was formerly
Head Mester of the Local School and now sets as tutor to Sayid
Fehr, Se'ud,ex-Weli of Dhefer,now eppointed to Sehar end a
number of influentisl Sheikhs from the Batineh and their escorts,
} sterted off for Sib the first settlament en the Betineh coest
[~ after leaving Musoaf%(gzj Highness's perty or Shoema was composed
entirsly of cemele eand,elthough only numbering ebout a hundred
et this stege of the journey,it presented en increasingly
imposing eppearance s it was sugmented in numbers from dey to
dey,by the constant arrivel of new Sheikhs and their plrtiog;*/”
4, ///Qx(;:: rest of us,including myself,l1ittle Seyid Fahr
His Highnass's youngest brother eged ebout & ysers and Doector
Mardi the stout and cheerful Assistent Surgeon,lent te us by
kind favour of the Politiecal Agent,procezded in my diés;;;a
veing,es His Highness jooularly remerked,2 mods of progression

more suited to our steid =nd respectable personslities. Little
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24 \/1\/ f
Fahr,who spent most of his life at Dhofar,while quiet es a

mouse in his brother's prasences,is a veritable Imp of misechief
when out of it and insistad on blowing the horn all the way and

lerughing hugely when e donkey,upon which wes sested a venerable

Sheikh,bolted precipitating the old men into thz dust’ Behind

i us esme the Norris lorry piled with luggege,cooking pots,ete,

to rasemble & steep mountein around which,like leoches, hung the

4 Roysl cooks,scullions,ete, Precariously porched &t the back wes

She'ar, the Court Jester,cled in en enormous 'fmemeh end & long

and shabby cloek which might heve been the letest feshion in the

deys of the Caliph Heroun 21 Reshid. These unfortunates hed e

very strenous time es,in edditien to being constently reked fore

and 8ft by the long therns of Ghef trees overhenging the road,

they were expected 2lso to push the lorry through the frsquest

patehes of hesvy sand &s well es essist in mending punctures’

5. Next to Sehar ,Sib is the pleessntast pleece en the

Batineh cosst, The reason being thet cultivetion is not sntirely

for commerciel purposes. A largs number of privets gardens exist

belonging to merchents and othars in luscet and Muttreh. These

ardens present a pleasi appearance by reason of the more or
g ng :

less haphazard errangement of date palms,mangoes,limes, guavas,

benenaes,ete. In summer,as Mr, Bertrsm Thomes hes written,Sib ects

8s the Brighton of luscet end every one who cen or cennot efford

to do so goes down there during the hot weather to enjoy the cool

882 breszes end rest in the shede of the treses.

6, Leaving Sib one plunges elmost immedietely inte en

erea of intensive dete cultivetion. Uxeent for 2 faw shade trees

such as mengoss #nd a broed leaved tres ¥nown locally as the

"Bidem", usuelly to be found growing in the immediete vieinity

of wells,nothing elee is to be meen exeept row upon row of

dete trees,

Villeges are met with every few miles along the

coest. Some consist only of a few scattered date stick huts

while othere extend continuously elong the shore for a distence

of 2 mile or more. Ruined mud forts or towers usually dominete
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3 Bl( {j} F
thes? settlements,e reminiscence of the powsr of Sheikhse in g ﬁ&
former times, Villeges of & more permenent netures composa2d of
rud or stone houses ere elso to be found et somewhet greeter

intervels on the landwerd side of the date belt which everasges -

perheps helf & mile in width.

8. The Betineh coest is divided into 9 Wileyats or

districts esch one of which is governed by & Weli. The Cepitel

towns of these distriots occur et reguler intervels of ebout

15 to 20 miles end sre elweye distinguisheble by the lerge and

meesive forts in which the Welie heve their residence.

By The populetion is very mixed end it is slmost sefs

to sey thet the Aredbs eare outnumbered by the foreign populetion

consisting meinly of Beluchis e#nd Persiene. The Arabs are

composed of assorted fregmente of tribes,the exception being

the Yel Seed which occupies an esree in the centre of the

Batinenh of ebout 35 miles in length, At Seher Cepital of the

North Weetern districts of the Betinesh,the couantry opens out

end cultivetion extends mueh further in lend, Verigated and

pleesent gerdsns egein grest the 2ye and largs areajof tobecco,

sugercene,meize,2nd wh2st or berlay crorps ere seen for the

first time, Fainfsll here is more sbundent than in the Southern

eress e#nd the climete is distinetly eolder end more bracing.

10. ,><’ Hie Highness's tour occupied about fourteen days

and wes broken up by hnlts%from 1 to 3 deys a2t eech district

heed querters. Outstrnding cesss were settled and saverel

\ chenges were made emongest the Welis. At Berkeh difficulties

- in eollection of Zeket revenue were setisfrctorily settled

by His Highness's personal influence with the Sheikhs., A%

Sweik His Highness was antertzined end spent ths night et the

residence of Sheikh Hilel bin Hemed,Chief of the Yel Saed.€)<

! o 7( The errivel of the Shome £t esch halting plece

i presented & rather imposing spectescls. Approeching in mess

formetion upon & brozd front,the cemels would be halted some

hundreds of yerds before reeching the encempmant end indulge in

reces prir by pair on the herd send slong the waters edge.

Amusement wes provided by the frequent falls of the competitors
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| 4, el 7\ l,;‘

and in some cases cemels took fright end bolted into the see o %
th> amberressment of their ridara./%/
183 'X Txeept for thoss plaees whare houses were esvaileble jﬁ
| rocomodeation consisted of dete pelm shelters erected on the :
beech or other open ground. An open eir Berze or meeting was
held eseh morning at ebout 7 A.M this being ettended by severel
hundred of the local inhebitents for paying of respeets and

putting forward grilvances. Veals were teken twice & day,morning

and sfter noon,and consisted of the ususl Areb dishes of riee,

f#ish,chicken,breed,etc. The heerty lsughter necessary for the

prover disestion of these delicreies was provided by the presence
et the end of the tabls of the Court Jester whose indignent pro-
tests &nd recriminetions et the indignities inflicted upon him

by the nubien sleves and his immedists neighbour added further
zast to the horseplsy end egreesbly enlivened the assemblyﬂ‘L
Occesionelly,es e merk of great fevour,His Highness would be

vleesad to select & bere esnd gnpwed bone for presentetion to him,

when the poor men's vigorous repudietion of such unseemly gifts
andfaxxgrtetions to the Sulten to remember his position &and
dignity would arouse the sssembly to even greater heights of
merrimefj;%/
134 7<\ lHis Highness was met end sccompenied by ell the
importent Shaikhs owing allegisnce to Nusert,end et Sszher the
Sheikh of Bereimi elso np;eared,:\
14, /X\ The effects of this touf upon the Batineh &s e

) whole hpvé been excellent end,but for thisg,it would have been
diffiocult to cerry on the edministraetion during His Highness's
projected long absence at Dhofar.5<
9. in ordér to avoid furthar expenditure His Highness
returned to lusecat from‘Sahnr by the B.I.Meil Steamer,the
ecompeny baing kind enough to ellow their ship to meke & specisl

eell et Saher for the purpose. A touch of humour wes provided

by She'sr thes Court Jester,whe,heving unsuccessfully petitioned
for lesva to his home in those perts,wes grented it after the

boets hed laft the shora, The speectecle of his subsequent dis-
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5

emberketion,together with hie lugerage,into the see promoting

pleesant tour,

Kaa-clﬁﬂﬂkv-, Ceptein

Finencirl Adviser Muscet State,

Muscet,

BRITISH
Advyan
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Telegram G.T.C.

From Political Resident, at Bahrain.
To Chief Commissioner, Aden.
No.T/96.

Dated the 10th November, 1933.

IMUEDIATE,

Grateful if Flying Boats returning to
Muscat could leave following written message at MURBAT it
or drop it over DHOFAR for Sultan begins:

Following is for Your Highness's information.
Political Agent, Muscat, informs me that there is some
trouble on the BATINEH where certain Shaikhs are refusing ;
to pay revenue, notably ABDULLAH BIN MATTAR AL BRAIKI. In i
Your Highness's absence nothing effective can be done

in the matter. Resident Persian Gulf. Ends.

- Resident -

BRITISH
Advyan
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§ %
| %4
\x From =~ The Political Agent, Muscat, in Camp Sohar.,

To <« The Hon'ble the Politicg

Persian Gulf, Ub.Al\l‘e,.

No. = C/208. | o
Dated 5th November 1933& ﬁ j OUKHOENTIAL AEC0RDS 7

Despatehed by Fly 1nb—ooat from Shinas 5th November 1933,

Self and Flying Officer Sloan arrived here by

road from Muscat yesterday after 12 hours difficult going.

2. At Khaburah met Saiyid Hamad and Rai Sahib Duli

Chand who just arrived from Sohar and Soham areas where they

had been endeavouring collect zgkat revenue.

Se They reported serious situation heving arisen

through recalcitrant attitude of follewing Sheikhs who

have absolutely refused pay revenues or to come in:-

Abdullah NMohammad bin Hamuda
Abdullah bin Saif

Abdullah bin Mohammad el Saadi
Abdullah bin Matar el Breki
liohommed bin Saif el Salami
Nasir bin Said el Khalidi
Saif bin lMohsmmad el Khalidi

4, These men live in villages on coast line between

Marair and Khaburah msi and have nearly all refused summons
to eexmokn.alled-

5. Zakat due from Sohar area is 60,000 dollars of

which only 16,000 have been collected.

6. Saiyid Hamad fears that their example will have

widespread effect throughout Batinah if immediate strong

action is not taken., This they (Muscat) are incapable of

taking themselves and seek our aid in form of sloop, whose

appearance off offending villages Saiyid Hamad thinks

may have salutary effect, if conjeoint warning is issued to

refractory Sheikhs.

i The report needs careful sifting which I am ar-

ranging to do te=day through my own agencies whilst self

- A

R —

Reference: IOR/R/15/1/424. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100022983139.0x000012



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100022983139.0x000012?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

D

dgilngll g disa
Qatar National Library

'File 35/101 VI A 64 Miscellaneous Muscat papers’ [9v] (18/50)

Reference: IOR/R/15/1/424. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100022983139.0x000013



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100022983139.0x000013?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

duilngll Jadi i<
Qatar National Library

'File 35/101 VI A 64 Miscellaneous Muscat papers’ [10r] (19/50)

lo
and Sloan are proceecding Shinas to reconnoitre and, if
Possible, mark out aerodome.This in itself and our

opportune arrival in this area may have quieting effect

but if the report is confirmed it is obvious that only
firm action will restore situation which abounds with
adverse possibilities.

8. Saiyad Hamad accompanies us to-day. We hope to
return Khaburah tonight und Muscat tomorrow.

9e I have told Saiyad Hamad no action can be taken
till Couneil fully investigate situation, report to me
énd officially apply for ascistance. "Shorehem's return
to Muscat on 21lst ond that of two flying boats of 203
Squadron from 4dden might be turned to advantage.

10. Abdullsh bin Matar el Breki wos individual who
showed most recalcitrant sattitude during Sultan's tour

in Batinah last spring.

iw""w} l -~ Major,

S
Political Agent & H.B.l's Consul, Muscate.
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SECKET.

EXPRESS LET®TER.

From - ¥Phe Political Agent, Muscat. 3 A
‘ P
To - The Hon'ble the Political Resident in the

Persian Gulf, Bushire,

No. €/209. T qmomq_y,_‘l

Dated 7th November 1933, An G L
Dati. .. [gedt- /?33‘4
------- (Tﬁmv‘ iE00R08.

Reference my Express Letter No.C/208 dated 5th
November 1933,
I returned to Sohar laste on the night of

instant having completed the marking out of the

landing ground with Flying Officer Sloan. Arra
have been mede for the marks to be made durable for per-
manent use and the landing ground cleared and levelled.
This work iec already in hand and it is hoped that the
area will be ready for use in &8 15-20 days.

2 lfluscat arrived

2. The flying boat expected from
at 10.00 hrs and created a visible impression on the
local inhabitants who crowded to the foreshore to view
it closely.

Se At my request the flying boat on its re turn
Journey circled over one of the more recalcitrant areas
ten miles south of Sohar.

4, This, coupled with the facts that Saiyid Hamad

has been seen accompanying the "British Consul" to Shinas,

that an "aerodrome" was marked out and that Shinas was

visited by a flying boat the same d2y, has had, in my

opinion, a most desirable effect. The flying boat's visit

was further enhanced by the fact that a member of the
lluscat Council and another member from the Ruling family,
were incic‘.entally, and at my request, on board,

8% During my absence from Sohar the Consular

Dragoman had been engaged in moking quiet enquiries from

(3>
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"

various sources as to the amount of revenue that had
actually been collected.

6. As a result of these enquiries it transpires

that at any rate 20,000 dollars, if not more, have been
collected. It remains to be seen if this amount is

credited inte the Treasury.

Ta It is significant to note that whereas previously

R.S.Duli Chand had told me distinctly that only g 16,000
zakat had been collected, on my return journey through
Khaburah he informed me that the amount was g 20,000.
8. Although a number of Sheikhs have undoubtedly
refused to pay their zakat, the possibility h=s to be
considered of this fact being used to account for any
short peyments into the Treasury by the two individuals,
Saiyid Hamid and Rai Sahib Duli Chand, now engaged on
tax gathering. Whilst at present there is nothing tangible
to establish such a suspicion, the necessary ingredients
are all present and the character of the two tax gatherers
ie not such as to place them beyond that suspicion.
9 Although Saiyid Hamid hes submitted a written
report to the Council I have not so far received from
them any request for advice or assistance. I learn un-
officially that they are dévided infg their opinions,
which on the whole tend to a policy of laisser-faire.
10. Taking all things into consideration I am of
ﬂ} ‘S the opinion that any threat or demonstrationat the pre-
» o sent juncture would not only be unsuitable but unsuccess-
ful in obtaining the desired results.
11. It would however be of immense value in view of
possible eventualities to have the strip of coast between
Sohar and Khaburah photographed from the air in a con-
nected mosaic and I would strongly advocate that this be
done at the earliest opportunity. Such a map, collated
3 i with ground informe tion, would permit of swift action

should the situation later demsnd drastic measures.

e — ——————————— R ——

Reference: IOR/R/15/1/424. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100022983139.0x000018



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100022983139.0x000018?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

ayibaoll s asisia
Qatar National Library

'File 35/101 VI A 64 Miscellaneous Muscat papers' [12v] (24/50)

“
ot L
J J 10 J = < J v ~ o
. v - \’
£y b O Lad J - - 4 O
¢ < ) 3 § o 53 & K
- v & -~ v . Vo
A J - 0J i
ol 4 -
: £ J J i L 9 o)
OU 0L ¥ e | < 4
PR X e 0BT 1 Sa J8283
000,08 & 3 o I ‘j
Jax v A LINE ] L JgLA s
ol iy o) 3 ds¥as 9 (ey of I T
{
- N 5 IL90 T B 8 0 H d )
€ LVIRDIXL OoWS 8 R ! 38074 Ao
2 ¥y On % T i ne himaH bivist
5 u iL R e e Tnse J J W o T ey x8d
< L _al IsaES Jox £94 & uE N8l
I
!
V T3 3 owd io TOST S T & 3182 5%
. L < W o G . A a )
SV - JJ o4 < EERE 5 - 1 - - o
i v J - : § Lot X N 2]
e - - - o J L 381V ’) L
|
|
o) 5 4 e |
. OIfIIG o L8873 {JINL d R~ Ll B8X L1I0 |
!
| OTIRTI-YBE i G a0 Basd ool o s kol :
!
1
| 3 O I i - 03 P
f 10 2] retLy I OOl 23ty Il ROLHB « 0L
|
!
| wSTg. S R 35 s te B iy gt v s 3 8 dsdd noinl oy 6\ >
|
- S 3 = o e ~ o~ -
] £ a J L0 O & & o
e
. |
LRV 4 3 3 2J Q0 |
% |
32 L8 8 430 - oW J el |
:
sowdsd Jeao ) ¥3e . 37 i e
i ixye 3 o L3 LLgd €
S0 2 T Tra eit 5 - »
03 s nt Tis ed mory béigerde { dsd s 2grol
) ) vi mir - Fon -
L4 3 S E00VRs yizoorda bipow I b 2ig30m HEIFD
& AAr
FeRel o= R o C J S d S10
= ‘ Z
& L Gt I 53 e 20 L 3. L )
 aheR b
L0 { XOESY Ve g e g ] AT DL ]
g =T —
s s
s — el =

Reference: IOR/R/15/1/424. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100022983139.0x000019



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100022983139.0x000019?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

duilngll Jadi i<
Qatar National Library

'File 35/101 VI A 64 Miscellaneous Muscat papers’ [13r] (25/50)

y -~

-~ iz. I am of the opinion that the present revenue

Y system leaves much to be desired and needs complete
revision at a very early date by a competent and qualified
British Officer. It appears to leave many unnecessary loop~-

holes for peculation and whilst the poor pay, the strong

refuse payment with impunity, to the very very great
detriment of the State.

13, In the meanwhile the situation ic being care-
fully watched and all developments will be inmmediztely

reported to you.

4 Major,

Political Agent & H.B.l's Consul, Muscat.

5\
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Telegram
j From
To

Repeated to

Unnumbered.

in Sohar area.

month.

35/101 2,

X.

Air Officer Commen ding, Baghdad.

Political Agent, Muscat.

Off icer Commanding, No. 84 Sqguadron, Basrah.
Officer Commanding, No. 203 (F.B.)} 8guadron,

Sguadron, Basrah.

Dated 2ist:recédved’22nc November 193&.

Resident, Persi an Gulf, recommends that

aerial reconnaisance to the south of Shinas will have

v
good effect in assisting you in collection of taxation

Propose sending aeroplanes next
p g

Pleacse sead your recommendations for area

UH over which reconnaisance should be mace.

Air Officer Commading.

P

’Lz(u

BRITISH
Advyan
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35/101 |
f ) %
L. X8 |
\ [+ ‘; \!f}
% Telegram X. \
| * W
! From Political Agént, Muscat.
! To Political Resi dent, & Bahrain.

Repeated to Air Officer Commanding, Baghdad.
Nau:214red.

Dated 23ra received 24th November 1933

Your No. 1194T.”
T Agree.
Aerial photographs of area between Sohar
and Knaburah would be invaluable ana to a lesser extent

between Murair and Shinas villages.

Political
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Confidentiale ) 7\/
No.C/2GF of 1934
Political Agency and H.B.M's Consulate.

Mugcat, 17th December 1934.

S s

From, Y A 9(( «
Mpjor C.E.U.Bremner, M.C., AEIE0EAT 1AL AEDORES

Political Agent & H.B.M's Consul, Muscat.

Te,
The Hon'ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf,
;/4 Bushiree
i
1
sir, A}

I have éhe.honour to submit for your information a
brief report on the conditions at present prevailing on
the Batinah coast as observed by Mirza Ismail Barduli who
was recently deputed by me to tour thie aren in connection
with the alleged traffic in arms.

2 Whilst Mirza Ismail was hdspitably received by the
various Walis throughout his tour, this fact in itself
militated against him obtzining more extensive information
as local inhabitants, merchants, etec., being afraid of
being involved with the Walis, were loathe to be seen
talking with a representative of the Agencye None the less
Mirza Ismail contrived to quietly see X numerous persons
and to glean the information contained im his reporte.

3. The situation, whilst not alarming, is anything but
satisfactory, but in view of the circumstances under which
my deputy visited the Batinah, i.ee with facilities
afforded by the State, I have not thought fit te broach
the matter to the Sultan's representative Saiyid Shghabe
4. As has alrcady been pointed out in the penultimate
paragraph of my Express Letter No.C/209 of 7th November

the majority of the revenue extracted from the Batinah

is wrung from the weak, whilst the powerful pay nothing

{ £

g <2

BRITISH
Avydan
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-

2¢

or just whatever they wish to paye It would seem to be
merely a matter of time before the present policy of
exactions will drive those that do paygxrs pAf revenue to

cut their losses and emigrate elsewheree.

T have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant.

Major,

i s
Political Agent & H.B.M's Consul, Muscat.

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: IOR/R/15/1/424. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100022983139.0x000028



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100022983139.0x000028?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

ayibaoll s asisia
Qatar National Library

'File 35/101 VI A 64 Miscellaneous Muscat papers' [20v] (40/50)

BRITISH
Avydan

Reference: IOR/R/15/1/424. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100022983139.0x000029



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100022983139.0x000029?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

duilngll Jadi i<
Qatar National Library

'File 35/101 VI A 64 Miscellaneous Muscat papers’ [21r] (41/50)

Report on the condition of the Batinzhe }

Throughout the length and breadth of the coastal
area great discontent prevails over the revenue system
and the manner in which it is collected by R.S. Duli Chande

Not only has the revenue been inereased but new taxes are

always being jinvented and imposed by him, presumably with
His Highness's approvale

2e Only those people pay who are unable te resist and
the more pwerful people pay nothing at alle TO such an

extent ie this the practice that many tax payers have

resolved to abandon their property and to go elsewhere
as they are being ruined by staying on under present
circumstancess

Je It is an universal complaint that no one in authority
will hear the grievances of the people. If they complain
to Duli Chand he merely gbuses them filthily and if they
complain to His Highness their statements are
misrepresented by Duli Chand, who is misleading the
Sultoene If he was not a British subject Duli Chand would
be murdered but the people are afraid to kill him
because of the British Governmente

4, Smuggling goes on quite openly alliup the coast

as it is impossible for the Customs clerks, with the
assistance of ome or two Askarie to prevent it. Often

if they attempt to question the owner of a sailing craft
as to what he has to declare, they are told to mind
their own business and to make themselves scarcee The
Bustoms clerks are powerless to resiste

Se Tn the some most of the Walis have no power Or
influence at all unless it ve entirely due to their
personality. They have to keep in with both sides - i.ee.

placate His Highness and to keep in with the local

peop. en 8 are rarel pun h 8
100 Thus off ce Y isg ed. Justice p 5
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t

seldom done and many prohibited practices are carried on

¢!y with the knowledge of the Walis

6a The following gives detail by Welayats:=- i
Abu Bagarah.

The Sultan attempted five monthe agoe to instal a
¥oib Wali at Abu Bagarah (North of Shinas and South of

Muratr) but the local Sheikhs objected and this official

hed to go back. The Sultan has no ibkfluence in this J
T€ae !
ﬂ 4‘ a a
Shinase
I was told here that the Bgni Qatab and other i

tribes of the interior are continually raiding Shinas

and carrying off cattle and sheep, etce A Baluchi boy

was kidnapped a month ago and nothing has been heard of

him againe The local people are all terrified at a rumour

that the Bani Qatab jntend to attack Shinas in forcees
Smuggling is rife here and cannot be prevented.

Coravans come direct from Vepai with merchendise and

pay nothinge

Sohar.

Sohar Welayat is better than all the others. This
is chiefly due to the tactful sdministration of Saiyid
gaud bin Ali, the Wali who is shrewd and ablee He is at
present with the Sultan in India.

The Naib Wali here, Mohamad bin Sulaiman bin Khamis

‘ B is of al Saidi family. He is quite useless and inefficient.
It is Beid he used to bejgardener.
Sahame
The state of Saham, due to overwhelming taxes and
Zokat is not good and people are very discontented. The
Wali ie Saiyid Saif bin Bader, who was at one time in

sur. (Note. This individual distinguished himself for

his incompetence and cowardice im Sur).

Khaburah.

Khaburah is very badly off. Owing to the way
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Khaburash has been bled many people contemplate selliné-’/’
¢ i their property, if possible, end emigratinge. Very high
» rates have been imposed on dates, limes, etec. by Duli Chand.
As a comsequence the Arabs of Dhahirah have cecased dealing
with Khaburah merchants and have diverted their trade to
Debai. Some Pebai merchants have recently opened shop in
Tori (oman). The Bedouin realises that ﬁebai is thus more
accessible to him now and in future trade will be diverted
e theres Muscat State and merchants of Khaburah will thus
. ; both suffer Reavilye

owing to the cleapness of dates and heavy Zakat
assesement on their gardens many owners propose abandoning
their gardens and emigratinge

absoluely

The Wali, Hamad bin Hilel al Sammar, is/helpless
and has no suthority over the Sheikhs in his area.
Khaburah
to Suwaig.
= This area is inhabited by the Yal Sa'ad who pay no

revenue and over whom the State has no controle.

Mzsna'ahe
Anmad bin Ibrahim, the Wali of Masna'ah, who was
Governor of Hazm in Oman territory, is entirely under the

influence of the Imam. He undoubtedly countenances slave

Barka &
Sibe

|

|

|

|

|

|

trading and takes no steps to stop ite

‘ These arcas are the same as the others. Contraband

is rife ond only the poor paye
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