suilgll ha aris
Qatar National Library

This PDF was generated on 09/12/2021 from online resources of

the Qatar Digital Library

The online record can be viewed at:

http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100000000193.0x00010b

It contains extra information, high resolution zoomable views and transcriptions.

Holding Institution
Reference

Date(s)

Written in

Extent and Format

Copyright for document

About this record

'File 14/266 1l Status of Hamriya'

British Library: India Office Records and Private Papers
IOR/R/15/1/294

5 Jul 1937-14 Jun 1948 (CE, Gregorian)

English in Latin

1 volume (20 folios)

Open Government Licence

Correspondence concerning the status of Hamriyah and whether it was a fiefdom of Sharjah, particularly as this
impacted on the development of oil concessions. Correspondents include Captain Tom Hickinbotham, Political
Agent, Bahrain; and the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf.

Cover page


http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100000000193.0x00010b?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100000000193.0x00010b?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload#share

o

ayibaoll s asisia
Qatar National Library

'File 14/266 1l Status of Hamriya' [front] (1/40)

Reference: IOR/R/15/1/294. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100031320803.0x000002



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100031320803.0x000002?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

>

duibagll nd ik
Qatar National Library

f"

'File 14/266 Il Status of Hamriya' [back] (2/40)

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: IOR/R/15/1/294. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100031320803.0x000003



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100031320803.0x000003?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilngll i a4i<
Qatar National Library

'File 14/266 Il Status of Hamriya' [front-i] (3/40)

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: IOR/R/15/1/294. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100031320803.0x000004



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100031320803.0x000004?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilngll Jadi i<
Qatar National Library

'File 14/266 Il Status of Hamriya' [2r] (4/40)

2

—7
Letter Yo. €/523-10/12, dated the 5th July, 1937,

O
from the FPolitical Agent, Bahrain, can be reduced to
its six main points.

(a) ™e hief of Famriysh was at one time subor-
dinate to the Jawasim.

(b) Thet the handbook of Arabia, volume I, 1917,
page %26 points ovt that the headman of Hamrivah is i
vractically independent of the Shaikh of Sharjah.

fe) ™hat Sharjah has never, to the best of P.A's
knowledee, claimed suzerainty over Hamriyah.

(@) That Tis ¥ajestv's Covernment have mo treaty
with Famriyah as he was subordinate to the Sheikh of
Sharjash when Treaties were concluded.

(e} That for all nractical purposes, the headman
of Famriyah is completely independent, and lastly,

(f) That, in view of oil negotiations, we should |
enter into engagements with the headman of Hamriyah

on the lines of the Treaties of 1922.

32 That the points raised by the Political Agent may
be considered, it is necessary to summarise dbriefly the
(history of Wamriyah.

There is mo doubt that for at least 100 years

1Famr1yab has been under the suzerainty of Sharjah.

iThis suzerainty has continued through various viecissi-

itudes from, So far as our records go, 1841 up to the
present time,
? In recent timey, the Political Resident informed ;
ithe fovermment of India of Famriyah's fiefship)and
briefly summarised Famriyah's status up to the=t date.
ht 1s.correct to say that up to 1922 Hamriyah had, at
Eiééiszue pericds, been virtuvally independent. ®These
periods are not of great importance for Hamriyah's l
fiefship to Sharjsh was definitely re-established in
1917 and 1922.

Tn 1922 the Sheikh of Sharjah called Abdur Rahman,

the headman of Vamriyah)to Sharjah, While the latter !

was/ ’
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S

any time circumstances may change he, or another
Sheikh of Sharjsh, coulgmzz==m;a=& with justice.

The events of the last few years do not, I think,
conetitute a basis for concluding that the Sheikh
of Sharjsh does not consider Hamriyah as part of his

&

dominions. i

At the moment the question of the dependence
of Famriyah does not require 2 definite statement
but, in view of 0il negotiati-ns, it may dc sc at
any moment. Should a definite line of action be
necessary 7 think that (a)long historical dependence
(p) actions taken in 1917 and 1922, (e) that the
document was kept secret and its validity has never
been established (d) that the document mav be lost
and (e) thet in 1931 Svultan bin Sacar considers scme
vecple of Famriyah ashis subjects, must incline Fis

Yajlesty's Covernment to vphold Sharjah's suzerainty. *

o
)
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~

Mr. Caroe.

The question of Hamriyeh in connection with Oil may
poasibly come to a nead while I am on leave, You will see
from the tile a very usetul note by Captain Galloway wnich
gives the whole situation.

2. Up to now the question of whethner Hamriyeh is
independent of Sharjah has not been of much importance.
With the development of Petroleum Concession Limited's
activities, nowever; the case is altered. If we were to
acknowledge Hamriyeh as indepemdent of Sharjah, it would
mean that the Company would have to get another expensive
0oil concession wnen they nave been given to understand

l‘&'y ug, that provided tney get concessions from tne Snaikns

|
| . .
with whom we have Treaties, this would put them in complete

possessionaf the Tfucial Coast. This is a point whicn
Gaptain Hickinbotham does not seem to nave envisaged in
his letter No,C-523-10/12 of the 5tn July 1957.
| de From Captain Galloway's note I am definitely of the
opinion that Hamriyeh is under Sharjan. In tne first place ‘
since 1848 Sharjah has had suzerainty over Hamriyeh, and
no question of the suzerainty arose until as recently as
1927. In fact in 1916 and in 1922 we bombarded Hamriyen
on tehalf of Sharjah in order to keep his representative f
(Meadman) there. i
4, In 1927 Khalid)tne Sha ikn of Snarjah)abdiCated in ra.vmr;
of the present man, Sultan bin Saqqar, and at a meeting !
of the Trucial Shaikns ,(among whom was the Headman of ’
Hammiyenb in 1927 on board H,M,S,"Triad* (at wntch the S
| Residency Agent was present but no Political Officer) some
sort of verbal agreement was come to as between the Shaikhs

themselves with regard to Hamriyeh,
5:/
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B

5. In 1929 a document came to light signed in 1923 by
which Knalid gave to Abdul Ranmen the then Headman of
Hamriyen(afterwards murdered) independence for nimself

and the town, This document was witnessed by the then
Residency Agert who has since died. This document nas

some weight in itself but it was for “’years kept secret

and we were not informed about it and the Residency Agent
nadlgo authority to witness it, He omght, of course, to
have reported it, It is significant that at the meeting

on TRIAD in 1827 this document was not produced and in my
opinion does not bind His Majesty's Govermment in any

way .

6. In his letter of qu l**‘j No. I Oq

Sir Hugh Biscoe reported the matter to the Government of i
and in his last paragraph, as you will see, expfessed the 1
opinion that Hamriyeh "was a fief of Sharjah", It does V

not seem to me therefore that tne document in question is

in any way binding on His Majesty's Government. ! 5
£ As far as the present Shaikn of Sharjah is concerned

you will see - vide hig letter of the 13th April 1932, he {
definitely refers to "my subjects". By his subjects
he means men of Hamriyeh and not men ot Sharjah who I
happened to be living in Hamriyeh, féx; the subjects

referred to one Rashid bin Muhamad bin & kwlles, Said

btin Abdullah al Ypsi and Wajid bin Abdullan Awaizi, all
three men of Hamriyeh, T[hese men are the conspirators

who tried to nave Hame id murdered and it is concerning

proof against them that Sultan bin Saggar refers to them
as his subjects. 5

8. In conclusion as I have said above I am of the opinion

that Hamriyeh is under the suzerainty of Snarjan and snould

the question arise in any i‘grm while 1 am on leave I

suggest/
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3 ui

suggest that you inform His Majesty's Government of
this opinion.

Captain Galloway has this somewhat complicated
question at his fingers ends and will be able to throw
any furtner light on it you may want.

%L
/
l 3/5.
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Confidential.

Political Agency,
No. C/523-10/12
Bahrain, the 5th July 1937.

From %

Captain T. Hickinbotham, T.A., a2
Y
Political Agent, Bahrain. Y%
To ©
The Honourable the Political Resident _fg?
in the Persian Gulf, Bushire.

Subject:- Himriyah. f

Sir,
I have the honour to state that during my recent

visit to the Trucial Coast I went into the gquestion of

ST

the status of the Shaikh of Himriyah.

2. Himriyah is a fairly large town situated on the
Trucial Coast about half way between the towns of Ajman

and Umm 2l Qaiwain. The chief of Himriyah is Shaikh Hu-

maid bin Abdur Rahman and he is from the Al Bu Shamis

tribe. The town itself which is smaller than Ajman is el

populated by a mixed collection who do not belong to any

particular tribe. As far as I have been able to ascertain

there is no hinterland of any appreciable size attached

to the town. The chief of Himriyah was at one time sub-

ordinate to the Jawasim but was noted as being practically

1ndependent of the Shaikh of Sharjah in the Handbook of

Arabia Volume I 1917, page 336. He is now for all practi-
RTINS

cal purposes completely independent of the Shaikh of Shar-

jaeh and is ranke&‘by the local people as an independent

Shaikh. The Shaikh of Sharjah, to the best of my kno'-

pa— RO
ledge and belief has not claimed suzerainty over the

R e — e

Shaikh of Himriyah. - i

2/~ 3
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w

3. We have no treaty with the Shaikh of Himriyah
as at the time at which our treaties were made he was
rightly considered to be subordinate to the Jawasim

R

Shaikh of SharJah. In view of the present competition

for oil concesgions think we should enter into engage—
e T AT [t

ments with the Shaikh of Hinmijah 1n particular on the
S ARSI

lines of our agreements regarding 0il signed in 1922
with the remaining Trueial Shaikhs.

I have the honour to be, !
sir, |

Your most obedient servant,

Political Agent, Bahrain.

Captain,

BRITISH
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No.2/2 ¢ ited. £m4253, 2000
Confidential.
Political Agency,

D.0. No. C/667-25/4
Bahrain, the 18th September 1937.

508 )
47 MM/L‘ - /'/,/
Many thanks for your letter of the 31lst August.
I read your note with great interest as I havé no re-
cord in my office of these happenings. I should not
be surprised if the document came to light.
2. It may interest you to know that the Shaikh of
Hira, the father-in-law of Shaikh Sultan bin Sagar, holds
a document granting him his independence. This document

is not mislaid and the old gentleman has it in safe cus-

! tody. Sharjah's affairs are very complicated and he is
afraid to commit himself in any way regarding his posses-
sions. I have been unable to extract his claims from
him as regards his area and have now in deference to

the Political Resident's wishes ceased to press him.

he knows that his de facto control at the moment only
extends a few miles inland from Sharjeh. He has not
been to Dhaid for seventeen years. He remains on the
Coast in the summer not beczuse he likes it but because
he dgre not go inland. As you know all the others go
to the interior in the summer. His young son Sagar,
grandson of Abdur Rahman, Shaikh of Hira, the next vil-
lage northward, is a very different type and is now
worth ten of his father.

3. I did not envisage the point regarding the Petro-
leum Concessions Limited and the Trucial Shaikhs mentioned
in Sir Trenchard Fowle's note because I regret I was

unaware/-
Captain A.C. Galloway,
Secretary to the Honourable the

Political Resident in the
Persian Gulf, Bushire.

The truth is that he does not know what to claim as g
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unaware of it, probably I should have known. However
I trust they won't construe what we have given them

"to understand" too literally.

—
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EX PRESS LETTER

From Political, Bahrain.
To Prodrome, Bahrain.

> G ¢
No. C/R 13. & wwilis

Dated the S5th May, 1948.

Copy of Sharjah telegram No. 445 dated the 4th
May, 1948 is enclosed. I am unable so far to get more
information about status of Hamriyah than that given.

Am having a search made.

(SGD) C.J.PELLY,
Political Agent, Bahrain.

ATTESTED. i
N 5 roInENCY
‘IN\Q/W B ) 24 (PO R
for Assistant Political Agent, és‘ ltg 2.
Bahrain. ! 4 g lkcs |

A.J.S.
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Copy of Political Officer, Trucial Coast's telegram No. 445
dated the 4th May, 1948 to Political Agent, Bahrain.

HADIF bin HUMAID, the son of the Ruler of HAMRIYAH,
has posted three men on road to Umm al Qaiwain where it passes
through an area which he claims and has prevented 0il Company

cars from passing.

é. The only Paper‘about.Shaikh of Hamriyah here is a
copy of a document éiéen by Khalid bin Mamad when he was
Shaikh of Sharjah recognising his Independence. The paper
was attested by Khan Bahadur Isa Abdul Latif the then Residency !

Agent.

3. I have invited his son to see me when I return

- from Kalba. Could you please send me by R.A.F. plane to

reach Sharjah on Wednesday full details of his position as

recognised by us. There is in Agency a letter from FOWLE
dated 1938.

A.J .Sy
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CONFIDENTIAL. POLITICAL AGENCY,

BAHRAIN,
No.C/R.64. Dated 14th June, 1948,
To

The Secretary to His Excellency the
Political Resident, Persian Gulf,
BAHRAIN.

Memorandum,
Reference correspondence ending with Agency

Express Letter No.C/R 13, dated the 5th May, 1948, !

Himriyah. S. S |

L The Political Officer, Trucial Coast, got the

Shaikh of Himriyah to negotiate with the Shaikh of

Sharjah instead of dealing with him direct. A copy

of the agreement arrived at between the two and wit-

nessed by the Political Officer, Trucial Coast, is

enclosed, in translation.

3. This is satisfactory provided the agreement is
adhered to. The terms agreed to are higher than I had

expected.
o (sGD) C.J. PELLY
! Political Agent, Bahrain.
! =5,
| PERSIAN GULF RESIENCY |
J ATTESTED. 1262 -|
; \j “'JTZ’ | CONFIDENTIAL RECORDS
| .
|

for Assistant Political Agent,
Bahrain.
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