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[DemMi-orrICIALS.]
o Dated Shiraz, the 23rd May 1898 (Confidential).
(NG From— L eorenant-CoroNer. M, J. Meapg, Political Resident in the Persian Gulf,
Bushire,

To—S1r W. J. Cuninenay, K,C.8.1., Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign
Department.

Kindly read the enclosed copy of a letter, dated the 11th May, from
Messrs, Malcolm & Co. to the First Assistant at Bushire. It has followed me
here with a note by the First Assistant to the effect that there seems to be no
objection to complying with the request. I presume he has written this after
looking up the orders on similar previous applications, and unless there are
instructions to the contrary, I think the firm may be informed that there is no
objection to their obtaining the concessions they wish for. 1

Dated Bushire, the 11th May 1898 (Confidential).

From—Mgssgs. A. axp T, J. Marcory,
To—Car1aIN F. B, PripEavx, First Assistant Resident in charge, Bushire.

‘We take the liberty to ask whether the British Residency would have any
objection to our acquiring from the Sultan of Maskat, the Shaikh of Sharja
anc. other similar independent Sheikhs, the monopoly, concessions and mining
rights for a number of years on deposits of oxide of iron said to exist in
cortain islands and sea-boards, such as Abu Musa, Musandum, etc., in the

\ ~ ritories of the Chiefs in question. And in the event of the Resident evincing
"; ) objection to the achievement of our object, whether we could kindly be
permitted to obtain the good offices of British Government Agents in those

localities in the furtherance of our projects.

Dated Simla, the 16th July 1898 (Confidential).
From—Siz W. J. Cunxmveuay, K.CS.I, Secretary to the Government of India,
Foreign Department,

To—LikuTENaANT-CoLoNEL M. J, MEADR, Political Resident in the Persian Gulf,
Bushire.

1 have received and shown to the Viceroy your confidential demi-official
letter, dated the 23rd May 1898, regarding an enquiry made by Messrs. A. and
T. J. Maleolm as to whether the British Residency would have any objection

I ¢ to the firm acquiring concessions of mining rights in respect to deposits of
oxide of iron in Maskat and neighbouring territories.
S E—1.4—Aug 1
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Mining concessions in Maskat and elsewhere in the Persian Gulf.

You might reply to this, and any similar applications, that the Residency
will of course view with pleasure any legitimate trading enterprise, but cannot
shew favour to individuals by exercising ¢ good offices* on their behalf.

It would be as well for you to take an early opportunity of letting the
Sultan of Maskat and the various local Shaikhs know, informally, that you
would be ready to help them with advice in respect to any proposals made to I !
them for trading privileges. In doing so you would of course make it clear E
that you have no desire to interfere, but that it would probably be to their
advantage to obtain advice before concluding arrangements for monopolies or
exclusive privileges. In this manner you might secure the opportunity of
protecting the Chiefs from unscrupulous traders.
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{ Ixtracts from the diary of the Persian Culf Political
Residency for the weeks ending the 12th and 26th August
: 1906,

i
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=40, The Resident has received information since his return
from Ihdia that Her Vonckhaus has sub-leased from the in-
habitant of Lingah who farms it from the Sheikh of Shargah,
the concession for the quarrying and export of Red Oxide

from Abu lusa.

1012.%With réference to paragraph 940 of this diary,further in- T
formation has now been received to the effect that kir

VWonckhaus has contracted to buy from the Sheikh of Shargah:

|
|
|
[
“ Abu llusa concessionaire, not less than 2000 tons of Red
A Oxide annually, and as much more as may be excavated at 15
*: Shillings per ton placed on board, plus lighterage at 10
annas per ton. A copy of the actual agreement has not yet

’ i been obtained,
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